
CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

MEMORANDUM

TO: PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION

FROM: Trish Rhay, Assistant Director of Public Works

Vince Damasse, Water Resources Manager

DATE: November 10, 2016

SUBJECT: SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT ACT (SGMA)
IMPLEMENTATION

ATTACHMENTS: None

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Public Works Commission receive and file this status update on the
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act legislation compliance.

DISCUSSION
In September 2014, California signed into law the Sustainable Groundwater Management
(SGMA) Act (“Act”). This new legislation defines sustainable groundwater management as the
“management and use of groundwater in a manner that can be maintained during the planning
and implementation horizon without causing undesirable results”. The Act requires High and
Medium Priority groundwater basins as defined by the Department of Water Resources (DWR)
to be managed under a Groundwater Sustainability Program.

Local agencies may elect to form a Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) and subsequently
submit a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP).  However, the legislation also allows for the
submittal of an “Alternative” in lieu of forming a GSA and submitting a GSP. An Alternative is an
analysis of groundwater basin conditions that demonstrates that the groundwater basin has
operated within its sustainable yield over a period of at least 10 years and covers the entire
groundwater basin (in this case the Central Basin as a whole both the adjudicated and
unadjudicated portions).

The Central Basin is considered a “High” Priority Basin and is comprised of both adjudicated
and unadjudicated areas.  The adjudicated area of the Central Basin consists of approximately
eighty-three percent (83%) of the entire Central Basin and is referred to as Management Area
“A” (see attached map).  The adjudicated portion or Management Area “A” is not subject to most
of the requirements of SGMA.  The remainder or unadjudicated portion of the overall Central
Basin is subject to SGMA compliance.  This unadjudicated portion consists of two relatively
small regions located outside of the adjudicated boundary that are part of the geologic boundary
of the Central Basin.  The area to the north-northwest, which comprises approximately sixteen
percent (16%) of the land area overlying the Central Basin, is known as Management Area “B”.
The area to the north-northeast that comprises approximately less than one percent (1%) of the
land area overlying the Central Basin is known as Management Area “C”. Significant
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groundwater pumping has not occurred in Management Areas B or C during the last 40 years
with all major pumping occurring in Management Area “A”. It is important to note that
Management Area “B” is of primary interest to the City of Beverly Hills as it was previously
identified in the Water Enterprise Plan as a potential source of alternative source of groundwater
supply.  This is the area currently where the City is initiating the La Brea Subarea groundwater
well, transmission main, and treatment project that is currently in the Preliminary Design Report
(PDR) phase.

In support of the City Council’s adoption of the Water Enterprise Plan in 2015, staff was directed
to pursue alternative sources of groundwater supply in the unadjudicated portion of the Central
Basin.  To ensure compliance with the overall SGMA legislation, staff formed a stakeholder
group and sought the consensus and input of various stakeholders in the Central Basin
regarding the overall management of the Central Basin groundwater basin.

The key interested stakeholders included: The City of Beverly Hills, The Water Replenishment
District of Southern California (WRD), City of Los Angeles Department of Water and Power
(DWP), County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works, Culver City, and Golden State
Water Company.

The stakeholders considered several potential options for complying with SGMA in the
unadjudicated portion of Management Areas B and C (“fringe areas”), including:

1) Doing nothing and allowing the State to decide if these two “fringe areas” needed to be
managed;

2) Creating a GSA for these areas and developing GSPs;
3) Submitting an Alternative for the entire Central Basin to document how the basin is

already sustainable and therefore satisfying the objectives of the SGMA legislation.

The stakeholder group chose the third option as the most viable and beneficial, to develop an
Alternative Analysis that demonstrates the Central Basin is now and has been sustainable for
over the last 40 years.

The alternative plan option has several advantages namely simplicity, ease of implementation,
and lower overall cost to implement.  An alternative plan does not require the creation of a
formal governing body via a GSA that would require extensive public outreach and formal
ratification of a governing authority. The simplicity of the alternative plan enables compliance
with the required SGMA regulations with a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the
various stakeholders.

Staff will present to the Commission an update and status of SGMA compliance for the Central
Basin. Staff and the City’s consultant, John Thornton, will also be available to answer any
questions during the meeting.
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