
Updates on Recent Transportation Issues and Concerns Raised by the Traffic and Parking

Commission

Qi- Review of the left turn pocket into the 76 station at Whittier/Wilshire

Response: Back in 2010, as a compromise solution to City Council’s original preference to “fully
close” the westbound left turn access to the 76 station, staff recommended allowing access with very
limited linear capacity of the left turn pocket while ensuring the Council that the exiting traffic out of
the 76 station would be physically prohibited to make the westbound exit. Due to limitations caused
by the raised median (as a part of the Gateway project), the left turn pocket had to be designed
narrower than usual and have enough length to accommodate one vehicle at a time. In response to
the owner of the station’s request to the Council that if the left turn is removed, his business would
be highly impacted and residents in the vicinity would have no alternative to get services other than
driving to West Los Angeles; the Commission and the Council agreed with the compromise solution.
In 2012, staff reduced the length of the vertical delineators making it easier to access the westbound
left turn pocket. Since the inception of this plan, the number and intensity of collisions in the vicinity
of the 76 station have greatly been reduced.

Q2- Review parking (commercial vehicles) along SM Blvd. (North) adjacent to Beverly Hilton

Response: Because of construction of three upcoming projects (Waldorf Astoria Hotel~. 9900
residential buildings and eventually, Hilton’s residential condominiums), this issue will not re-occur
for the next 3-4 years. In the future and after construction, commercial vehicle parking will be
accommodated either on campus or along the widened area of North Santa Monica.

Q3- Review of eastbound left turn from South SM to northbound Beverly Drive causing blockage
of westbound through traffic

Response: This problem is due to the very short distance on Beverly Drive between north and south
SM boulevards. Further cause is that the eastbound left turn is either prohibited or difficult to do
before and after the intersections of Rodeo and Canon, leaving Beverly with high demand to make
left turns. Due to necessity to fully coordinate north and south signals, any modification of the signal
at south Santa Monica and Beverly could result in worse congestion. As an interim measure, staff is
recommending placement of “DO NOT BLOCK INTERSECTION” signs with dollar amount of citation
indicated facing eastbound South SM.

Q4- Consider extra use of TCOs to expedite flow in congested areas and also as part of mitigation
of SM project

Response: Agreed. Staff has already required the use of TCOs for the Metro project and will
recommend it as part of the mitigation program for Santa Monica Boulevard.
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Q5- Consider additional dedicated handicapped spaces for visitors to City Hall (only one space
available in front of the Fire Dept.)

Response: There are 3 other locations that have handicapped spaces: In front of the Library, in front
of Police Dept. and in the north lot. In addition, at least 8 handicapped spaces are available inside
the Civic Center parking structure. However, the demand for handicapped spaces remains to be high
since there are no time limitations to park; so turnover of spaces are minimal. Some other
jurisdictions have started placing time limitations (such as two hours) on some highly used
handicapped spaces. But enforcement of time on these spaces is not supported by the California
Vehicle Code and it would be on a voluntary basis. Staff will contact the Fire Dept. to recommend
the addition of another space next to the existing one.

Q6- Consider reducing the number of valet spaces where they are excessive

Response: Staff needs to conduct field visits to find applicable areas. As a starting point, staff
requests the Commissioners to inform us if they are aware of certain areas where the valet parking
appears excessive.

Q7- Review general traffic flow including signal timing

Response: On-going studies. Please provide specific locations to focus on.

Q8- Olympic and Robertson

Response: Staff requests further information.

Q9- Analysis of LOS at top intersections

Response: The study of the Level of Service (LOS) is usually performed either in-house or by hired
consultants when a new project is introduced; the LOS before and after are calculated and compared
to identify the potential significant impacts. Staff also participates in the biannual LOS calculation of
Congestion Management program administered by Metro for the two intersections of N. Santa
Monica and Wilshire and La Cienega and Wilshire. Staff will provide a history of LOS comparisons for
the above intersections as part of the Traffic Engineering quarterly report in the September meeting
of the Commission. Meanwhile, for the N. Santa Monica project, the Metro project and the 2012
Sunset project, LOS information is available.

Q1O- Review some left turns into parking lot, in particular cars eastbound on South SM turning left
into the Peninsula driveway during rush hours

Response: Assuming that the question is for “westbound” cars turning left into the Peninsula, the
signal at Charleville and S. Santa Monica is now equipped with a left turn arrow facing westbound
traffic. If left turns to the Peninsula are done simultaneously, there should not be any opposing
traffic conflict. Staff will review the location; if the problem persists, staff might recommend left turn
prohibition during certain hours.
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Qil- Review striping of Robertson and Wilshire

Response: The work order to paint “guide” lines connecting lanes on east and westbound Wilshire
has been issued to a street paving contractor as part of a Civil Engineering Division contract. Staff
willfollow up on the installations.

Q12- Review Bedford at South SM- Many people turn left (turning east) from the middle lane

Response: Staff requests further information.

Q13- Review Bedford between South SM and Wilshire during doctor’s hours

Response: Staff requests further information.

Q14- Review left turns at Wilshire on South Santa Monica (both directions)

Response: Staff requests further information.

Q15- Review Canon/Sunset intersection

Response: Pending.

Q16- Parking at Beverly Vista cut out should be restricted to 9:30 a.m. on Wednesdays

Response: Scheduled for installation prior to the beginning of the school year.

Q17- Look at City’s one-way street signs

Response: Staff has improved the one-way signs’ visibility along Dayton Way and Brighton Way
intersections with Canon and Beverly and Rodeo. Additional one-way signs and no right (left) turn
signs were installed to help lessen wrong side driving. Please provide more locations if not within the
area investigated.
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