
CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS 
 

CITY HALL ROOM 280-A 
455 N. Rexford Drive 

Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
 

MINUTES 
 

TRAFFIC & PARKING COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING 
 

July 11, 2013 
 

9:00 a.m. 
 

ROLL CALL – 9:05 AM* 
 
PRESENT: PRESENT: FRIEDMAN, STEINBERG, LEVINE, LICHT, GRUSHCOW** 
** (Chair GRUSHCOW joined the meeting at 9:30 AM and departed at 11 AM) 
 
ABSENT: None 
 
STUDY SESSION 
 

1. POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
Lieutenant Foxen introduced himself to the Commission and Sergeant Mader 
provided an informational update. Ten Tour Bus citations were written last month. 
 

2. COMMISSION CHAIR REPORT 
Mayor’s Cabinet Meeting – July 1, 2013 
 
The Commission had no questions or comments about the Minutes. 

 
3. TRAFFIC ENGINEERING QUARTERLY REPORT 

 
Mr. Bijan Vaziri, Senior Transportation Engineer gave an informational update.  
 
Commissioner STEINBERG asked if the results of the bicycle counts taken on 
Burton Way and Crescent Drive can be presented to the Commission. Mr. Vaziri 
responded affirmatively. 
 
Commissioner LEVINE inquired about the data collection for Sunset Boulevard 
improvements. Mr. Vaziri said staff will compare previous year’s traffic counts to 
new counts to  recommend to City Council what improvements should be made 
permanent.   

 
4. STATUS REPORT  
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a. Valet Ordinance Update 
b. Bicycle Route Implementation Plan 
c. Santa Monica Boulevard Update 
d. Correspondence 
e. Traffic and Parking Commission Project Matrix 

 
Staff provided an informational update.  
 
Ms. Martha Eros, Transportation Planner, presented the Bicycle Route 
Implementation Plan.  
 
Commissioner LEVINE asked if there will be a ceremony for the Bicycle Routes.  
Ms. Eros informed the Commission that a ceremony may be launched to coincide 
with new bicycle rack installation.   
 
In regards to the matrix, Mr. Aaron Kunz, Deputy Director of Transportation, 
informed the Commission staff is addressing Louis Vuitton’s request to remove 
the tour bus zone in front of their store with the Visitor’s Bureau.   
 
Vice Chair LICHT shared his observance of various Tour Buses improperly 
unloading passengers near the Beverly Hilton Hotel. 
  

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS (ORAL) 
 

Commissioner LEVINE and Mr. Chad Lynn, Director of Parking Operations, 
provided an informational update. 

 
COMMENTS FROM COMMISSIONERS (ORAL) 
 

There were no Commissioner comments. 
 

ORAL COMMUNICATION FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 

Myra Demeter voiced her concern about employees of adjacent businesses with 
C Permits parking on her street. 
 
Sharon Nazarian apprised the Commission about her observations of Tour Bus 
traffic violations and rude behavior from various drivers. 

 
ACTION ITEMS 
 

1. REMOVE LEFT-TURN CENTER LANE ON SOUTH SANTA MONICA 
BOULEVARD BETWEEN NORTH RODEO AND BEVERLY DRIVES 

 Review a merchant initiated proposal to remove the center turn lane 
pocket to prohibit left-turn movement into the southbound alleyway and 
restripe the roadway. 
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Mr. Kunz provided an overview of the staff report. 
 
Sunny Sassoon, the primary petitioner, explained his reasons for proposing the 
removal of the left-turn center lane to add on-street parking spaces 
 
Brad Gienger, manager of the Giorgio Armani building, opposed the proposal 
 
Steve Webb, an attorney who represents Sunny Sassoon and Ron Simms, 
supported the proposal 
 
Bill Wiley, a representative of 2 Rodeo Drive, opposed the proposal 
 
Larry Larson, a co-trustee of two trusts that co-own the Brooks Brothers building, 
as well as an attorney who represents Robert Anderson, opposed the proposal 
 
Joseph Lufschutz, owner of the Ice Cream Lab at 9461 Santa Monica Boulevard, 
supported the proposal 
 
Scott Prescott, business owner at the Rodeo Drive Giorgio Armani & Polo store, 
opposed the proposal 
 
Dan Parks, with Probity International Corporation, opposed the proposal 
 
Cindy Braun, Director of Operation for the Paley Center for Media, opposed the 
proposal 
 
Mark Tronstein, property owner on Rodeo Drive, opposed the proposal 
 
Jim Jahant, a representative of Brooks Brothers, as well as the President of the 
Rodeo Drive Committee, opposed the proposal 
 
Alan Abramson, owner and manager of A&S Hershenson, LLC, opposed the 
proposal 
 
Jerry Magnin opposed the proposal 
 
Perri Ellen Berne, a former President of Rodeo Drive, opposed the proposal 
 
Efram Harkham, owner of the Luxe Hotel on Rodeo Drive, opposed the proposal 
 
Worthy McCartney, Sales Director at Cartier on Rodeo Drive, opposed the 
proposal 
 
Evan Meyer opposed the proposal 
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Motion by FRIEDMAN, STEINBERG, seconded by LICHT 
 

5/0 To oppose the removal of the left-turn center lane on South Santa Monica 
Boulevard between North Rodeo and Beverly Drives 

  
AYES:   FRIEDMAN, STEINBERG, LEVINE, LICHT, GRUSHCOW 
NOES:   None 
ABSENT: None 
ABSTAIN:  
CARRIED 
 

2. CONSIDERATION OF THE MAY 2, 2013 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
 
Motion by FRIEDMAN, seconded by STEINBERG 

 
4/0 To approve the May 2, 2013 minutes 

  
AYES:   FRIEDMAN, STEINBERG, LEVINE, LICHT 
NOES:   None 
ABSENT: GRUSHCOW 
ABSTAIN:  
CARRIED 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 12:00 PM* 
 
*TIMES ARE APPROXIMATE 

 


