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CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS 

 

TRAFFIC & PARKING COMMISSION 
 
 

February 7, 2013 
 

 

TO: Traffic & Parking Commission 

FROM: Martha Eros, Transportation Planner  

SUBJECT: 300 block of South Swall Drive – Resident Initiated Petition to Establish 
Preferential Parking Permit Zone “K” on the west side of the block 

 
This report outlines staff’s recommendation to include the west side of the 300 block of South 
Swall Drive in Preferential Parking Permit Zone “K” and establish a regulation of: 
 

“1-Hour Parking, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Saturday, Permit ‘K’ Exempt”   

 
Staff recommends establishing a 1-hour daytime permit regulation to continue the practice of 
shared parking with the adjacent businesses located on Olympic Boulevard and allow short-
term parking for residents and service providers.   
 
The resident-initiated petition requested a “No Parking, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through 
Saturday, Except by Permit” regulation to replace the existing non-permit “2-Hour Parking, 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m., Except Sunday” regulation on the west side of the block, and mirror the existing 
Zone “K” permit regulation on the east side of the block.  A qualifying petition signed by 65% 
(21 of 32) of the total households on 300 South Swall Drive was submitted on January 14, 
2013. 
 
The permit regulations on the adjacent blocks of 200 and 300 South Clark Drive are “No 
Parking, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Saturday, Except by Permit ‘K’” and “1-Hour 
Parking, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Friday, Except by Permit ‘RR’” on the 300 block of 
South La Peer Drive.  There are approximately 30 business suites located in the Olympic 
Boulevard storefronts between South Clark and La Peer Drives that provide approximately 75 
off-street parking spaces behind the buildings.  Olympic Boulevard has (14) 2-hour parking 
meters and a morning and evening peak-hour parking restriction. 

 

Historical Background  

Preferential Parking Permit Zone “K” was established in December 1980 following a resident-
initiated petition filed by the 300 block of South Clark Drive.  A petition signed by 71% (23 of 32 
households) of the residents of the 300 block of South Clark Drive was received by the City in 
January 1980.  The petition requested “No Parking, Except by Permit” to address parking 
intrusion generated by patrons visiting the commercial businesses on South Robertson 
Boulevard, specifically a celebrity fitness studio.   
 
Following initial evaluation of the parking condition on the 300 South Clark Drive, the Director of 
Traffic and Parking advised the lead petitioner that it would be necessary to re-circulate the 
petition to include the residents of the 200 South Clark Drive and 300 South Swall Drive to 
“minimize the problem of commuter vehicle parking spillover into the adjacent streets that do 
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not currently experience the problem” resulting from a smaller zone on an immediately adjacent 
street. 
 
The residents of 200 and 300 South Clark Drive and 300 South Swall Drive submitted a second 
qualifying petition in May 1980 with a total of 67% (68/102) of households supporting a “No 
Parking” permit regulation

1
. 

 
The Traffic & Parking Commission (TPC) reviewed the petition request at its July 3, 1980 
meeting and received public comment from residents and merchants.  Complaints from the 
adjacent merchants/businesses on Olympic and Robertson Boulevards cited a lack of off-street 
parking for employees and patrons, and that a permit parking zone would be detrimental to 
businesses.   
 
The TPC recommended a “No Parking, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Saturday” permit 
regulation on both sides of 200 and 300 South Clark Drive and both sides of 300 South Swall 
Drive.   
 
On December 2, 1980, the Beverly Hills City Council reviewed the petition request and received 
public comment.  The Council approved a compromised permit regulation of “No Parking, 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Saturday, Except by Permit” on both sides of 200 and 300 
South Clark Drive and on the east side only of 300 South Swall Drive.  Current staff believes 
the split block regulation was intended to provide shared parking for the businesses located in 
the older buildings on Olympic Boulevard that do not provide sufficient off-street parking.   
 
Preferential Parking Permit Zone “K” was established before the Beverly Hills Municipal Code 
was amended to define a “street block” as “the portion of a street that lies between two 
immediately intersecting streets” [93-O-2169(g) and 02-O-2405(k)]; and a Preferential Parking 
Permit Zone “shall be established on a full street block” (Beverly Hills City Ordinance 02-O-2405 
and Beverly Hills Municipal Code Sections 7-3-203 and 7-3-204).  The practice of establishing a 
half-block permit zone (similar to 300 South Swall and 600 North Sierra Drive) is no longer 
recommended by City staff.   
 
Zone “K” Modification Request to include West Side of Block 

In April 2003, the residents of 300 South Swall Drive submitted a new petition to modify permit 
Zone “K” to extend the “No Parking” restriction to the west side of the block.  The TPC’s initial 
review of the petition request was conducted at a Special evening meeting on June 18, 2003.  
The Commission received public comment from residents and the Olympic Boulevard 
businesses owners/merchants/property managers.  The businesses expressed that a “No 
Parking” regulation would negatively impact business due to the limited availability of off-street 
parking.  The Commission requested additional parking occupancy surveys and assessment of 
parking impacts resulting from two construction projects on the south end of the block.   
 
The petition review was tabled to the July 10, 2003 TPC meeting.  Following additional parking 
counts and field observation, it was determined the two construction projects were generating 
(temporary) parking impacts on the street.  The Commission voted 5/1

2
 to deny the petition and 

re-evaluate the project following the completion of both construction projects.   
 

                     
1
 300 South Clark Drive: 75% (24/32 households); 200 South Clark Drive: 65% (25/38); 300 South Swall Drive: 59% (19/32). 

2
 Seven member Traffic & Parking Commission; one Commissioner exited meeting prior to the 300 South Swall Drive Action Item. 
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At the January 2004 TPC meeting, the lead petitioner informed the Commission that the 
construction projects on the 300 block of South Swall Drive were nearing completion and 
requested a second review of the petition request.  The item was reviewed by the Commission 
on May 6, 2004.  The Commission received similar public comment from residents and adjacent 
businesses as in previous meetings. 
 
The Traffic & Parking Commission voted 6/0 to decline the request to extend the “No Parking” 
permit regulation to the west side of the 300 block of South Swall Drive.  The Commission 
noted that parking occupancy was “surveyed over an extended period of time and the results 
show that there is available parking on both sides of the street for both residents and 
businesses, and advised the business owners and their patrons to continue to be good 
neighbors to the residents.”

3
   

 
Following the TPC decision, and after discussions with the lead petitioner, the petition was 
withdrawn and subsequently not forwarded to the City Council for review.  The practice of 
formally “denying” a petition request was not in place in 2004. 
 

Discussion 

The 300 block of South Swall Drive has 32 single-family homes and approximately 63 on-street 
parking spaces; the west side has 16 single family homes and approximately 31 on-street 
parking spaces.   
 
Staff conducted parking occupancy counts on Wednesday, January 16, 2013, and Saturday, 
January 12, 2013, on both sides of 300 South Swall Drive, the parking meters between Olympic 
Boulevard and the east/west alleyway, and alley/parking lots located behind the Olympic 
Boulevard businesses.  Wednesday counts were conducted hourly between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.  
and Saturday counts were conducted at 9 a.m, 11 a.m., 1 p.m., and 3 p.m.  Olympic Boulevard 
has a morning and evening peak-hour restriction on weekdays, thus parking counts were only 
collected between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.   
 
Random spot counts were conducted on Monday, December 17, 2012 between 10 a.m. and 2 
p.m. by a Parking Enforcement Supervisor (in response to public comment received during the 
December 2012 TPC meeting), and Tuesday, January 29 and Thursday, January 31, 2013, at 
11 a.m. and 2 p.m. by transportation staff.  The random counts reflect the same observations 
recorded in the formal parking occupancy studies. 
 
Wednesday, January 16, 2013 

Weekday on-street occupancy on the west side of 300 South Swall Drive averaged 26% (8 of 
31 spaces), with a 4 p.m. peak-hour occupancy of 39% (12 of 31 spaces).  Occupancy 
remained consistent between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. with an average occupancy rate of 32% (10 of 
31 spaces) concentrated at the south end of the block.  The parking occupancy study, random 
spot counts, and license plate data support the high volume and high turn-over in vehicles; 
occupied parking spaces were almost immediately filled after a vehicle vacated a space on the 
south end of the street.  The north end of the block is typically unoccupied and it does not 
appear to experience a parking issue, but the residents at the south end of the block may not 
be able to readily park adjacent to their homes due the parking intrusion. 
 

                     
3
 May 6, 2004 Traffic & Parking Commission Approved Minutes.  
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The east side of the street had an average occupancy of 11% (4 of 32 spaces), with peak-hour 
occupancy of 19% (6 of 32 spaces) at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.  Similar to the west side of the block, 
parking was concentrated at the south end of the block. 
 

 
 
The seven 2-hour meters on South Swall Drive were at capacity throughout the day.  The 2-
hour meters on Olympic Boulevard adjacent to South Swall Drive averaged 40% (6 of 15 
meters) occupancy between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.  Staff attributes the lower occupancy on 
Olympic Boulevard due to the inconvenience of the AM and PM peak-hour restriction.   
 
The parking lots located behind the Olympic Boulevard businesses have a combined total of 75 
spaces composed of single, tandem and subterranean spaces.  On average, 59% of the off-
street parking spaces were occupied throughout the survey period.  The peak-hour occupancy 
trend occurred at 1 p.m. with an average of 75% occupancy.    
 
Saturday, January 12, 2013 

There is no Saturday parking regulation on the west side of the 300 block of South Swall Drive.   
Saturday on-street occupancy averaged 17% (5 of 31 spaces), and ten of the 18 vehicles 
recorded on the west side of the street were registered to Beverly Hills residents.  Two resident 
cars displayed a Zone “K” permit, and one resident and one commuter car displayed disabled 
placards.  Although parking duration cannot be determined due to the 2-hour incremental 
counts, the one resident vehicle displaying the disabled placard parked a minimum of five hours 
and one commuter vehicle remained parked for a minimum of three hours.  Vehicles were 
distributed on the north and south end of the block.   
 
The east side of the street had an average of 8% (3 of 32 spaces); six of the eight recorded 
vehicles were registered to Beverly Hills residents, with four resident cars displaying a Zone “K” 
permit.  One of the two commuter vehicles remained parked for a minimum of five hours.  Meter 
spaces on South Swall Drive and Olympic Boulevard were available throughout the day and the 
parking lots behind the business were primarily empty. 
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Public Notice 

Public Notices advising of the Traffic & Parking Commission’s review of the petition at its 
February 7, 2013 meeting were mailed to residents on 300 blocks of South Swall, Clark and La 
Peer Drives; the 200 block of South Swall Drive; the businesses on the west side of the 300 
block of South Robertson Boulevard; and Gregory Way between South La Peer Drive and 
Robertson Boulevard.  Additionally, notices were hand delivered to the adjacent businesses 
located on Olympic Boulevard between South Almont Drive and Robertson Boulevard.  Staff 
mailed a Public Notice letter to the businesses that were unavailable to receive the hand 
delivered notice and sign the receipt log.  
 

Recommendation 

Pending public comment and Traffic & Parking Commission discussion, staff recommends 
including the 300 block of South Swall Drive in Preferential Parking Permit Zone “K” with a 
regulation of: 
  

“1-Hour Parking, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Saturday, Permit ‘K’ Exempt” 

 

 

Attachments 

A) Area Map 
B) Parking Occupancy Results 
C) Resident Petition 
D) Public Notice Letter 
E) Correspondence 
F) Preferential Parking Permit Zone – Petition Packet 

 
 





 
300 block of South Swall Drive 
1-Hour Parking, 9 am to 6pm,  

Monday through Saturday, Permit K Exempt 

































 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
 

Request to Establish a Preferential Parking Permit Zone 

on the West Side of the 300 Block of South Swall Drive 

 
The Department of Public Works & Transportation invites your participation in the review of a 
resident-initiated petition to establish a Preferential Parking Permit Zone on the west side of the    
300 block of South Swall Drive.     
 
MEETING: Traffic & Parking Commission  

DATE:    Thursday, February 7, 2013 

TIME:   9:30 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard  

LOCATION: City Hall, Room 280-A, 455 N. Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills, CA, 90210 

 
PETITION Establish a “No Parking, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Saturday, Except by  
REQUEST: Permit” regulation on the west side of the 300 block of South Swall Drive to 

mirror the existing permit parking regulation on the east side of the block.  The 
current non-permit parking regulation on the west side of the block is “2-Hour 
Parking, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Except Sunday.” 

  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 

 Include the west side of the 300 block of South Swall Drive in Preferential 
Parking Permit Zone “K” with a regulation of: 

 

 “1-Hour Parking, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.,  
Monday through Saturday, Permit ‘K’ Exempt” 

 
PUBLIC   Persons wishing to comment on this proposal are invited to attend the February 7,  
COMMENT: 2013 Traffic & Parking Commission meeting.  You may submit comments in 

writing by e-mail, fax, or postal mail a minimum of 24-hours in advance of the 
meeting date to allow for routing and review by the Commission prior to the 
meeting.   
 

By Email: transportation@beverlyhills.org 
By Fax: (310) 278-1838 
By Mail: City of Beverly Hills, Transportation Planning  

345 Foothill Road, Beverly Hills, 90210  

 
The Traffic & Parking Commission is an advisory board to the City Council.  The Commission’s 
recommendation of the petition request will be forwarded to the City Council for consideration at a 
future date.  The City Council may approve, deny, or modify the Commission’s recommendation. 
 
If you would like additional information regarding this proposal, please contact the Public Works & 
Transportation Department at (310) 285-2452.  
 

City of Beverly Hills   .   Department of Public Works & Transportation   .   345 Foothill Road   .   Beverly Hills, CA   .   90210 

www.beverlyhills.org 

mailto:transportation@beverlyhills.org


 

 

300 Block of South Swall Drive 
 

“1-Hour Parking, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Saturday,  
Permit ‘K’ Exempt” 

 

 
 
EXISTING PERMIT ZONE REGULATIONS: 

ZONE LOCATION 
PARKING RESTRICTION  

EXCEPT BY PERMIT 

K 
BOTH SIDES OF 200 & 300 SOUTH CLARK DRIVE 
BETWEEN CHARLEVILLE BLVD AND THE EAST/WEST 
ALLEY IMMEDIATELY NORTH OF OLYMPIC BLVD 

NO PARKING, 9AM-6PM, MON-SAT 

K 
EAST SIDE ONLY OF 300 SOUTH SWALL DRIVE 
BETWEEN GREGORY WAY AND THE EAST/WEST 
ALLEY IMMEDIATELY NORTH OF OLYMPIC BLVD 

RR 
BOTH SIDES OF 300 SOUTH LAPEER DRIVE BETWEEN 
GREGORY WAY AND EAST/WEST ALLEY IMMEDIATELY 
NORTH OF OLYMPIC BLVD 

1-HOUR, 8AM-6PM, MON-FRI 

AL 
BOTH SIDES OF THE 200 BLOCK OF SOUTH LAPEER 
DRIVE BETWEEN CHARLEVILLE BLVD AND GREGORY 
WAY 

2-HOUR, 8AM-6PM, MON-SAT 

 
































