
CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS 
455 N. Rexford Drive 

Beverly Hills, California 90210 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 12, 2013 
1:30 PM 

 

 

Recordings of the Planning Commission’s meetings are available online within three business days of the meeting.  Visit 
www.beverlyhills.org to access those recordings. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 1:30 PM 
DINNER BREAK 5:30 PM 

EVENING SESSION 7:00 PM 
 
 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  
Date / Time:   September 12, 2013 / 1:34 pm 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Commissioners Present: Commissioners Block, Corman, Yukelson, Vice Chair Fisher 

(evening session only) Chair Rosenstein. 
Commissioners Absent: None. 
Staff Present:   Jonathan Lait, Michele McGrath, William Crouch, Reina Kapadia, 

Karen Myron (Community Development Department, Planning 
Division); David Snow (City Attorney’s Office). 

 
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 None. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 Motion:  Motion by Order of the Chair to approve the agenda as amended, hearing 

item #8 immediately after item #2. 
 Action:    The agenda was approved as amended. 
 
 
EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS 

Commissioner Corman disclosed a conversation he had with Frank Pizzuro regarding item 
#11 - The Phoenix; Chair Rosenstein disclosed a conversation he had with Robert Goldman 
regarding item #8 -  9748-9766 Wilshire Blvd. Concept Review. 
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ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
1. Minutes from the Planning Commission Meeting on August 12, 2013. 
 
 Motion:  Motion by Order of the Chair to approve the minutes as corrected. 
 Action:  The minutes were approved as corrected. 
 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
2. 713 North Arden Drive 

Resolution Approving a Minor Accommodation 
Approval of a request for a Minor Accommodation to allow the construction of a second-
story addition with a maximum roof ridge height of 32’ and an average roof height of 22’-6” 
when averaging the height of all of the roof ridges.  Pursuant to the provisions set forth in 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the resolution also adopts a Categorical 
Exemption for this project.  The public hearing was closed on August 12, 2013.  
 
Planner:   Georgana Millican, Associate Planner 
Applicant:   Jeffrey Allsbrook, Standard LLP 
Public Input:  None. 
 
Motion:  Motion by Chair Rosenstein, Second by Commissioner Block to approve 

the resolution as presented (4-0-1 Fisher absent). 
Action:  The resolution was approved as presented. 
 

 
 
STUDY SESSION (taken out of order) 
 
8. 9748-9766 Wilshire Boulevard 
 Concept Review 

Presentation by a property owner of a proposal to provide public parking at the property in 
exchange for consideration of an increase in density beyond the density currently allowed 
for the property. 
 
Planner:   Michele McGrath, Principal Planner 
Applicant:   Robert Goldman, represented by Mark Egerman 
Public Input:  None. 
 
Action:   The Planning Commission discussed the Concept Review and 

took no action. 
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Return to order 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION / BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENTS / PLANNING AGENCY PUBLIC 
HEARINGS 
 
3. Public Noticing Requirements 

Review of a proposed ordinance expanding public notice requirements and consolidating 
notice requirements in the Zoning Code.  Pursuant to the provisions set forth in the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the Planning Commission will also consider 
adoption of an exemption for this project.  It is recommended that the Planning 
Commission continue the public hearing to October 10, 2013. 
 

 Action:  The public hearing was continued to the Planning Commission meeting 
of October 10, 2013. 

 
 

4. 8701-8707 Wilshire Boulevard  
Development Plan Review 
Request for a Development Plan Review to allow a remodel and addition to an existing 
three-story commercial building located at 8701-8707 Wilshire Boulevard.  Pursuant to the 
provisions set forth in the California Environmental Quality Act, the Planning Commission 
will also consider adoption of a Categorical Exemption for this project. 
 
Action:  The public hearing was continued to the Planning Commission meeting 

on October 10, 2013. 
 
 

5. Historic Preservation Incentive Program 
Review and discuss a proposed strategy for developing a program to encourage property 
owners to preserve and maintain historic resources in the City.  (Urban Designer William 
Crouch / Limited Term Planner Reina Kapadia) 
 
Planner:   William Crouch, Urban Designer, Reina Kapadia, Limited Term 

Planner 
Public Input:  Marcello Vavala, Los Angeles Conservancy 
 
Action:   The Commission discussed the Historic Preservation Incentive 

Program and took no action. 
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The Commission took a recess at 3:00pm. 
 
The Commission reconvened at 3:16pm. 

 
6. Policy Direction for the City of Beverly Hills Pilot Mills Act Program 

The Mills Act Program provides tax incentives to encourage property owners to maintain 
historic properties.  Staff presents recommendations from the Cultural Heritage 
Commission and the joint Planning and Cultural Heritage Subcommittee for discussion. 
 
Planner:   William Crouch, Urban Designer 
Public Comment:  Marcello Vavala, Los Angeles Conservancy 
 
Action:     The Commission discussed the Pilot Mills Act Program and 

provided feedback to staff. 
 

 
7. Paperless Agenda Packets for Commissioners 

Discuss the use of electronic reading devices to receive and review meeting agenda packets 
and provide feedback to staff. 
 
Planner:   William Crouch, Urban Designer 
 
Action:   The Commission discussed the implementation of Paperless 

Agenda Packets and took no action. 
 
 

Commissioner Corman left the meeting at 3:51pm. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 Single Family Residence Bulk and Mass Standards 

 Zoning Code Reorganization 

 Planning Commission / Cultural Heritage Commission Joint Subcommittee 

 1006 Laurel Way Subcommittee  

 Planning Staff Reports Subcommittee 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE COMMISSION 
 None. 
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9.   Active Case List 
 
 Action:  Received and filed. 
 
 
10.  2013 Meeting Schedule Calendar  
 

Action:  Received and filed. 
 
 
 

The Commission took a recess at 3:57pm.  Due to the early hour at which the recess was taken, 
the Commission did not assemble for the dinner break. 
 
 
The Commission reconvened at 7:10pm, with all Commissioners present. 
 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION/BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENTS/PLANNING AGENCY PUBLIC 
HEARINGS 
 
11. 14 La Cienega Boulevard (Phoenix Restaurant) 

Development Plan Review Permit for Open Air Dining and Extended Hours Permit 
Resolution modifying a Development Plan Review Permit allowing open air dining and 
modifying an Extended Hours Permit.  Pursuant to the provisions set forth in the California 
Environmental Quality Act, the Planning Commission will also consider adoption of a 
Categorical Exemption for this project.  The public hearing was opened on August 12, 2013 
and has been continued to September 12, 2013. 
 
 Planner:  Michele McGrath, Principal Planner 
 Applicant Team: Jason Somers, Dominic Filosa, Mike Malin, Lonnie Moore 
 Public Input:  Frank Pizzurro, Pam Meadow 
 
Motion:  Motion by Commissioner Yukelson, Second by Commissioner Block to 

approve the resolution as amended (5-0). 
Action:  The resolution was approved as amended. 
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY PLANNER 
City Planner Jonathan Lait briefed the Commission on the following projects which were 
previewed by City Council:  AKA Extended Stay Hotel, and Boffo Theaters. 

  
 
MEETING ADJOURNED  
Date / Time:   September 12, 2013 / 8:16 pm 
 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 10TH DAY OF OCTOBER, 2013 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Howard S. Fisher, Acting Chair 
 
 


