
CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS 
455 N. Rexford Drive 

Beverly Hills, California 90210 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

July 25, 2013 
1:30 PM 

 

 

Recordings of the Planning Commission’s meetings are available online within three business days of the meeting.  Visit 
www.beverlyhills.org to access those recordings. 

 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  
Date / Time:   July 25, 2013 / 1:33 pm 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Commissioners Present: Commissioners Block, Corman, Yukelson, Chair Rosenstein. 
Commissioners Absent: Vice Chair Fisher. 
Staff Present:   Jonathan Lait, Michele McGrath, Ryan Gohlich, Georgana Millican, 

Shena Rojemann, Karen Myron (Community Development 
Department, Planning Division); David Snow (City Attorney’s 
Office). 

 
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

City Planner Jonathan Lait read into the record a letter from Joe Tilem, requesting that the 
Planning Commission discuss the interpretation of the Rooftop Use Ordinance at the August 
12, 2013 Planning Commission meeting. 

 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 Motion:  Motion by Order of the Chair to approve the agenda as presented. 
 Action:    The agenda was approved as presented. 
 
 
EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS 
 None. 
 
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
1. Minutes from the Planning Commission Meeting on July 11, 2013. 
 
 Motion:  Motion by Order of the Chair to approve the minutes as corrected. 
 Action:  The minutes were approved as corrected. 
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BUS TOUR 
The Commission departed for a bus tour of the properties at 1506 Lexington Road and 801 
Alpine Drive at 1:37pm 
 
The Commission reconvened at 2:47pm 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION / BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENTS / PLANNING AGENCY PUBLIC 
HEARINGS 
 
2. 1506 Lexington Road 

Hillside R-1 Permit  
Request for a Hillside R-1 Permit to allow the total cumulative floor area on the site to 
exceed 15,000 square feet, allow an accessory structure over fourteen feet (14’) in height, 
and to allow a porch/deck more than three feet (3’) above grade on an accessory structure 
on an estate property.  Pursuant to the provisions set forth in the California Environmental 
Quality Act, the Planning Commission will also consider adoption of a Categorical Exemption 
for this project.    
 
 Planner:  Georgana Millican, Associate Planner 
 Applicant:  Hamid Gabbay 
 Public Input:  None. 
 
Motion:   Motion by Commissioner Block, Second by Commissioner Corman 

to approve the resolution as amended (4-0). 
Action:   The resolution was approved as amended. 
 
 

3. 801 Alpine Drive 
Central R-1 Permit 
Request for a Central R-1 Permit to allow the construction of a new two-story accessory 
structure exceeding 14’0” in height and located within a required side and rear setback on a 
property in the Central Area of the City, north of Santa Monica Boulevard.  Pursuant to the 
provisions set forth in the California Environmental Quality Act, the Planning Commission 
will also consider adoption of a Categorical Exemption for this project. 
 
 Planner:  Shena Rojemann, Associate Planner 
 Applicant:  Sassoon Sunny M&HR/TR 
 Public Input:  None. 
 
Motion:   Motion by Commissioner Yukelson, Second by Commissioner 

Block to approve the resolution (4-0). 
Action:   The resolution was approved. 
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4. A Request for a Zone Text Amendment to Amend the Beverly Hills Municipal Code 
Regarding the City’s In-Lieu Parking Standards. 
If approved, the Zone Text Amendment would establish provisions for an alternative fee 
structure for in-lieu parking.  This request has been made by the owners of Spaghettini 
Restaurant which proposes to locate at 184 North Canon Drive.  Pursuant to the provisions 
set forth in the California Environmental Quality Act, the Planning Commission will also 
consider adoption of a Categorical Exemption for this project. 
 
 Planner:  Ryan Gohlich, Senior Planner 
 Applicant:  Murray Fischer on behalf of Spaghettini Restaurant 

  Public Input:  David Mirharooni 
 
 Motion:   Motion by Commissioner Yukelson, Second by Chair Rosenstein to 

approve the resolution as amended. 
 
 Action:   The resolution was approved as amended. 
 
 
The Commission took a recess at 4:37pm 
 
The Commission reconvened at 4:47pm 
 
 
STUDY SESSION 
 
5. Minor Accommodation Review Process 

Review of Minor Accommodation Standards and Policies Related to Accessory Structures 
and Possible Recommendation to the City Council to Clarify those Standards or Review 
Policies; Review of Minor Accommodation Approval Process and Actions for the Property 
Located at 601 North Elm Drive. 
 
 Planner:  Jonathan Lait, City Planner 
 Public Input:  None. 
 
Action:   The Planning Commission reviewed the administrative minor 

accommodation for 601 N. Elm Drive. The Commission 
supported the administrative changes that have occurred with 
regard to Minor Accommodation application processing and 
forwarded a recommendation to the City Council to amend 
Beverly Hills Municipal Code Section 10-3-2414 to establish that 
this section shall not apply to street side yards unless otherwise 
approved by the Planning Commission. This amendment would 
occur as part of the City’s ongoing code update project. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 Single Family Residence Bulk and Mass Standards 

 Zoning Code Reorganization 

 Planning Commission / Cultural Heritage Commission Joint Subcommittee 

 1006 Laurel Way  
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE COMMISSION 
 None. 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Assistant Director of Community Development Jonathan Lait discussed the possibility of 
the formation of a subcommittee to discuss the format and components of staff reports.  
The Commission agreed to form the subcommittee, and Commissioners Block and 
Yukelson were named as the committee members.  
 
 

4.  Active Case List 
 
 Action:  Received and filed. 
 
 
5. 2013 Meeting Schedule Calendar  
 

Action:  Received and filed. 
 

 
MEETING ADJOURNED  
Date / Time:   July 25, 2013 / 5:10 pm 
 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 12TH DAY OF AUGUST, 2013 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Brian Rosenstein, Chair 
 
 


