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Planning Division
455 N Rexford Drive Beery H4k, CA 90210
TEL, (310) 4854141 FAX. (310) 858-5966

Planning Commission Report

Meeting Date: October 13, 2011

Subject: Adoption of the 2008-2014 Housing Element Update and Amendment the City’s
General Plan Safety Element to include the Adopted 2010-2015 Hazard Mitigation
Action Plan.

Recommendation: Review final draft of the City’s 2008-2014 Housing Element and adopt a resolution
recommending that the City Council adopt the Housing Element, and amend the
General Plan Safety Element to include the Hazard Mitigation Action Plan and adopt
a negative declaration for the amendments.

REPORT SUMMARY

Today’s action would be to adopt a resolution recommending to the City Council (Attachment 1) toadopt the proposed 2008-2014 Housing Element Update (Attachment 1, Exhibit A), and amend theGeneral Plan Safety Element to include the City’s adopted 2010-2015 Hazard Mitigation Action Plan
(Attachment 1, Exhibit B) and to adopt a negative declaration (Attachment 1, Exhibit C).
The State’s Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) has reviewed the City of
Beverly Hills’ 2008-2014 Housing Element and is prepared to certify the document in its current form.
All changes to the Housing Element Update are presented in a strike-out! underline format. Most of the
revisions provide additional information on past development practices and current review and
permitting procedures. Select housing programs have also been revised. The most notable of these
revisions are to Program 12.1 “Zoning Text Amendments for Special Needs Housing”. State law requires
the City to explore means of allowing supportive housing for seven-plus residents in any residential zone
with a conditional use permit, and to allow transitional and supportive housing in residential areas
subject to the same review requirements of other housing forms. In previous drafts that City has
proposed such housing types only within the Multi-family Congregate Housing for Elderly and Disabled
Persons Overlay zone. Supplemental information on housing types addressed by Program 12.1 has been
provided (Attachment 2).

Amending the City’s General Plan Safety Element to include the adopted Hazard Mitigation Action Plan
(HMAP) is procedural and will enable the City to seek larger reimbursements for costs incurred
responding to disasters.

Pursuant to the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the City completed an
initial study to analyze whether the proposed update of the Housing Element and addition of the HMAP

Attachment(s):
1. Resolution Recommending Adoption

A. 2008-2014 Housing Element Update
B. Hazard Mitigation Action Plan
C. Negative Declaration and Initial Study

2. Definitions and Summary of Housing Forms Addressed by
Program 12.1
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to the Safety Element (together “update”) would result in any unmitigable impacts. Neither of the
updated plans includes modifications to development patterns or changes in the pattern of land uses
established in the General Plan. These plan updates also do not propose or contemplate specific
development projects; however, goals and policies of the plans may result in future actions that could
have environmental effects. All new development and redevelopment projects in the City, however, are
required to be consistent with the general plan and development regulations established in the
municipal code. As projects come forward in the future, each project will be reviewed for consistency
with these documents and for impacts to the environment per CEQA.

Following action by the Planning Commission, this item will be presented to the City Council for
consideration, which could occur as early as November 3, 2011.

Report Reviewed By:
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RESOLUTION NO. —

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE
CI FY OF BEVERLY HTI LS RECOMMFNDING THAT THF
CIIY COUNCIl ADOPT TIlE 2008-2014 HOUSING
ELEMENT UPDATE, AND AMEND THE GENERAL PLAN
SAFE’l Y ELEMEN1 FO INCLUDE THE hAZARD
MITIGATION ACTION PLAN AND ADOPT A NEGATIVE
DECLARATION PURSUANT TO THE CALIFORNIA
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT

The Planning Commission of the City of Beverly Hills hereby finds, resolves and

determines as follows:

Section 1. The State ol California requires every jurisdiction to periodically update

its Housing Element to assure the housing needs of the community are provided for. The City’s

current Housing Element was for the planning period of 1998-2005. The proposed Housing

Element Update would be for the planning period of 2008-20 14, with the 2005-2008 ‘gap”

period being accounted for in the current document. The 2008-20 14 Housing Element Update is

attached hereto as Exhibit A and is hereby incorporated by reference.

Section 2. The Community Development Department oversaw the preparation of

draft revisions to the City’s Housing Element, with the ongoing input of the community, the

Planning Commission and the City Council. Adoption of the 2008-2014 Housing Element

Update will result in a Housing Element that better reflects the desires of the community while

also maintaining consistency with current State legislation.

Section 3. Since commencing the public involvement process, numerous public

outreach events have been held and the community has participated in shaping the amendments



to best reflect the overall vision of the community. The Amendments have been reviewed and

refined by the City’s Planning Commission. Drafts of the Housing Element have been provided

to the Beverly Hills Unified School District and other local, county and State agencies. The

Planning Commission held duly noticed study sessions regarding the proposed Amendments on

September 10, 2009, September 24, 2009, March 25, 2010, April 22, 2010, May 13, 2010, July

8, 2010, and July 22, 2010, at which time interested parties were given an opportunity to provide

testimony regarding the update. The State’s Department of Housing and Community

Development reviewed drafts of the document on November 19, 2010, June 21, 2010, and

October 4, 2011.

Section 4. The State of California requires every jurisdiction to update its Hazard

Mitigation Action Plan every five years. The current Hazard Mitigation Action Plan is for the

2010-2015 planning period and was adopted by the City Council on August 17, 2010, and

approved by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) on March 4, 2011.

Amending the City’s General Plan Safety Element to include the adopted Hazard Mitigation

Action Plan (HMAP) is procedural and will enable the City to seek larger reimbursements for

costs incurred responding to disasters. The 2010-20 15 Hazard Mitigation Action Plan is attached

hereto as Exhibit B and is hereby incorporated by reference.

Section 5. Pursuant to the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act

(CEQA), the City completed an initial study to analyze whether the proposed update of the

Housing Element and addition of the HMAP to the Safety Element (together “update”) would

result in any unmitigable impacts. The Initial Study, a copy of which is attached hereto as
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Exhibit C and is hereby incorporated by reference, concluded that the Update would not result in

any significant impacts on the environment. Thereafter, the Initial Study and notice of intent to

adopt a Negative I)eclaration was completed and circulated for public review and the Planning

Commission has considered the comments received to date. As discussed in the Initial Study. the

City of Beverly Hills is located within an urbanized area, is almost entirely built out and includes

established roadways, circulation patterns and utility services. The update includes the adoption

and implementation of two City of Beverly Hills planning documents. The first is the 2008-2014

Housing Element of the City of Beverly Hills General Plan. The second is the 20 10-20] 5

HMAP. Neither of the updated plans includes modifications to development patterns or changes

in the pattern of land uses established in the General Plan. These plan updates also do not

propose or contemplate specific development projects; however, goals and policies of the plans

may result in future actions that could have environmental effects. All new development and

redevelopment projects in the City, however, are required to be consistent with the general plan

and development regulations established in the municipal code. As projects come forward in the

future, each project will be reviewed for consistency with these documents and for impacts to the

environment per CEQA. For the reasons summarized in this resolution and discussed in further

detail in the environmental checklist, the Planning Commission finds that implementation of the

Amendments as a whole would not have a significant impact on the environment. Based on the

foregoing, the Planning Commission hereby recommends that the City Council adopt a Negative

Declaration pursuant to CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines (State of California Code of

Regulations § 15000 et seq.).
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Section 6. The record of proceedings, which includes all background information.

reports and studies that were used in the development and refinement of the 2008-20 14 I-lousing

Element Update and the CEQA documentation, is maintained by the City as part of the oHicial

records of the Community Development Department at 455 North Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills,

California, 90210.

Section 7. The Planning Commission hereby recommends that the City Council

adopt the 2008-20 14 1-lousing Element Update, as set forth in Exhibit A.

Section 8. The Planning Commission hereby recommends that the City Council

amend the City’s General Plan Safety Element to include the 2010-2015 1-lazard Mitigation

Action Plan, as set forth in Exhibit B.
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Section The Secretary of the Planning Commission shall certify to the passage,

approval, and adoption of this resolution, and shall cause this resolution and his/her Certification

to be entered in the l3ook of Resolutions of the Planning Commission of the City.

Adopted: 10/13/2011

Daniel Yukelson
Chairman of the Planning Commission of

the City of Beverly Hills,
California

Attest:

Secretary

Approved as to form: Approved as to content:

David M. Snow Jonathan Lait, AICP
Assistant City Attorney City Planner

Exhibit A — 2008-20 14 Housing Element Update
Exhibit B — 2010-2015 Hazard Mitigation Action Plan
Exhibit C — Negative Declaration and Initial Study
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