4.11 TRANSPORTATION, TRAFFIC,
PARKING, AND CIRCULATION

4111 INTRODUCTION

This section presents an overview of the existing traffic, parking and civculation system in the City of Beverly Hills.
The section also discusses the potential impacts on traffic, parking, and circulation as a result of the implementation
of the proposed Beverly Hilton Revitalization Plan (proposed project or project). Where impacts are identified,

mitigation measures are recommended to reduce such impacts to less than significant levels or to the maximum

extent possible.

The section summarizes the findings of the—g revised iraffic impact study prepared for'the Beverly Hilton
Repitalization Plan prepesedpreject by Fehr and Peers Transportation Consultants, dated AwgustQctober 2007. A

complete copy of the_revised traffic vepori-impact study is included in Appendix 4.11 of thﬁeM
EIR.

4.11.2 METHODOLOGY

!

The assessment of existing conditions relevant to this analysis includes a descrif;ﬁon of the highway,
street system, transit facilities, bicycle/pedestrian network, and historical collision data in the project area.
Additionally, existing operating conditions of affected intersections and residential street segments are
also included in this analysis. Base (2006-2007), future without project (2012), and future with project
(2012) traffic conditions at the following 10 intersections were evaluated during the weekday AM,
midday, and PM peak hours, as well as during the Saturday midday peak hour:

1. N. Santa Monica Boulevard and Beverly Drive;

2. N. Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard;
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4,11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

3. 5. Santa Monica Boulevard and Beverly Drive;

4. S, Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard;

5. N.Santa Monica Boulevard and Merv Griffin Way;

6. Wilshire Boulevard and Beverly Drive;

7. Wilshire Boulevard and Whittier Drive and Merv Griffin Way;

8. N. Santa Monica Boulevard and South Crassover (City of Los Angeles);

9. Santa Monica Boulevard and Century Park East (City of Los Angeles); and

10. Sunset Boulevard and Whittier Drive.

In addition to these 10 study intersections, the following two residential street segments in the vicinity of

the project site were also analyzed:
11. Whittier Drive north of Wilshire Boulevard; and

12. Elevado Avenue east of Whittier Drive.

These intersections and roadway segments are expected to be impacted the most by project traffic based
on the proposed project’s location and access relative to the surrounding street system. The traffic study
area is bound by Sunset Boulevard to the north, S. Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard tc the

south, Beverly Drive to the east, and Century Park to the south and Whittier Drive to the west.

Additionally, the traffic analysis conducted daily traffic counts on two roadway segments: Whittier Drive
north of Wilshire Boulevard and Elevado Avenue east of Whittier Drive. The location of each intersection
and roadway segment in relation to the proposed project is indicated in Figure 4.11-1, Study
Intersections and Residential Street Segments. Whittier Drive is located directly north of the project site
and would be used by project traffic. Elevado Avenue was evaluated as well because it is one of the

residential streets that could be used by project traffic.

Intersection traffic analysis was performed through the use of the Intersection Capacity Utilization (ICU)
technique, a recognized and accepted analysis methodology within the traffic engineering profession.
The Congestion Management Plan (CMP) uses this methodology to monitor operations of intersections
under its jurisdiction. For consistency purposes, this methodology was used to evaluate the CMP
intersection. Additionally, this methodology was employed for the other signalized intersections within

the study area. The traffic count volumes described earlier were used to report existing traffic flow
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4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Cireulation

conditions in the study area. Other data pertaining to intersection geometrics, on-street parking

restrictions, and traffic signal operations, were obtained through field surveys of the study intersections.

Intersection volume-to-capacity ratios (V/C) were caleulated to develop ICU values used for the analysis
and evaluation of traffic conditions at the study intersections. A V/C ratio compares the critical traffic
volumes to the capacity serving those volumes at a particular location. “Capacity” represents the
maximum volume of vehicles in the critical lanes that have a reasonable expectation of passing through

an intersection in one hour under prevailing roadway and traffic conditions.

In the discussion of ICU values for signalized intersections, guidelines have been developed for assessing
the operational quality of an intersection in terms of the Level of Service (LOS), which describes different

traffic flow characteristics, LOS grades A through C are indicative of good to reasonably good traffic
flow. |

A LOS D grade typically is the level for which a metropolitan area street system is designed. LOS E
represents volumes of severe congestion with some longstanding queues on critical approaches and fairly
unstable flow. LOS F occurs when a facility is overloaded and is characterized by stop-and-go traffic
with stoppages of long duration. Levels E and F typically are considered unsatisfactory. The Level of

Service corresponding fo a range of ICU values is shown in Table 4.11-1, below.

. Table 4.11-1
Level of Service (LOS) Definitions for Signalized Intersections

Operations with very low delay oﬁmrring with favorable progression

and/or short cycle length,

B Operations with low delay occurring with good progression and/or short 0.601-0.700
cycle lengths.

C Operations with average delays resulting from fair progression and/or i 0.701-0.800

longer cycle lengths. Individual cycle failures begin to appear.

D Operations with longer delays due to a combination of unfavorable I 0.801-0.900
progression, long cycle lengths, or high V/C ratios. Many vehicles stopand |
individual cycle failures are noticeable.

E Operations with high delay values indicating poor progression, long cycle 0.201-1.000
lengths, and high V/C ratios. Individual cycle failures are frequent
occurrences. This is considered to be the limit of acceptable delay.

F Operation with delays unacceptable to most drivers occurring due to over >1.000
saturation, poor progression, or very long cycle lengths.

Source: Fehr and Peers
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4,11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circ:lation

The following study intersections are signalized and their operation is described using the criteria
outlined above in Table 4.11-1:

¢ N. Santa Monica Boulevard and Beverly Drive;

N. Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard;

¢ 5. Santa Monica Boulevard and Beverly Drive;

¢ 5. Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard;

¢  Wilshire Boulevard and Beverly Drive;

*  Wilshire Boulevard and Whittier Drive and Merv Griffin Way;

» N. Santa Monica Boulevard and South Crossover; )
» Santa Monica Boulevard and Century Park East; and

»  Sunset Boulevard and Whittier Drive.

The LOS at the existing unsignalized stop-controlled intersections was analyzed using the Highway
Capacity Software (HCS-2000), a computer program based on the 2000 update of the Highway Capacity
Manual (HCM) published by the Transportation Research Board. The LOS criteria are based on average
vehicular delay in seconds per stop-controlled vehicle at an intersection. Delay is defined as the elapsed
time from when a vehicle stops at the end of a queue until the vehicle departs from the stop line. Please
note that the 2000 Highway Capacity Manual also provides a methodology that can be used to evaluate
signalized intersection. However, the traffic analysis employs the ICU methodology instead of the HCM
methodology for signalized intersections to maintain consistency with the CMP and previous studies in
the City of Beverly Hills. Table 4.11-2, Level of Service (LOS) Definitions for Stop-Controlled Delay,
displays the LOS criteria relating to stop-sign-controlled intersections. The study intersection at N. Santa
Monica Boulevard and Merv Griffin Way side street is sign controlled, and its operation will be described
using the criteria contained in Table 4.11-2. '

Table 4.11-2 i
Level of Service (LOS) Definitions for Stop-Controlled Delay

Verage Delay (Seconds
<10.0
>10.1 to0 15.0
>150t0 25.0
>25.0 to 35.0
>35.0 to 50.0
> 50

mmonm:ﬁ,

Sowurce: Fehr and Peers
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4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

By applying the analysis procedures described above to the study intersection, the ICU values, delay
values, and the corresponding LOS for base (2006-2007) traffic conditions were calculated.

4.11.3 EXISTING CONDITIONS
Streets and Highways

Santa Monica Boulevard

Santa Monica Boulevard is a major east-west roadway in the City of Los Angeles and the City of Beverly
Hills. Within the study area, this roadway generally travels in a southwest to northeast direction. To the
west, Santa Monica Boulevard continues outside of the study area past Interstate 405 (I-405) and extends
into the City of Santa Monica, where it terminates. To the east, Santa Monica Boulevard continues into
the City of West Hollywood and eventually terminates east of US-101. The roadway is designated as a

Principal Arterial in the City of Beverly Hills, with three to four travel lanes in each direction.

Santa Monica Boulevard South

Santa Monica Boulevard South or “Little Santa Monica Boulevard” parallels Santa Monica Boulevard
through the City of Beverly Hills. The roadway begins east of Moreno Drive and becomes Burton Way at
Rexford Drive. The roadway has two travel lanes in each direction. This roadway is classified as both a
Minor Arterial and Principal Arterial within the study area.

Wilshire Boulevard

Wilshire Boulevard is a major east-west roadway, which extends through the study area. Wilshire
Boulevard extends from Santa Monica to downtown Los Angeles. The roadway connects to 1-405 west of

the project site. In the study area, the roadway has three travel lanes in each direction and is classified as
a Principal Arterial.

Sunset Boulevard

Sunset Boulevard is another fnajor east-west roadway and extends from Pacific Coast Highway to the
west past US-101 to the east and into downtown Los Angeles. Within the study area, Sunset Boulevard

has two travel lanes in each direction and is classified as a Principal Arterial within the City of Beverly
Hills.

Burton Way

Burton Way is an east-west roadway that extends from the terminus of South Santa Monica Boulevard to

the east through the City of Beverly Hills. East of the project site, the roadway terminates at San Vicente
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4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

Boulevard. The road currently operates as a one-way pair with a large landscaped median. Burton Way

has two lanes in each direction and is classified as a Principal Arterial in the City of Beverly Hills.

Whittier Drive

Whittier Drive is a north-south roadway that extends north from Wilshire Boulevard into a residential
area. -Whittier Drive is a two-lane roadway with parking on both sides and is dassified as a local street.
The roadway extends from Wilshire Boulevard past Sunset Boulevard to the north.

Beverly Drive

Another north-south roadway in the study area is Beverly Drive, which extends from Harlow Avenue in
Los Angeles in the south past Sunset Boulevard in the north. The roadway has four travel lanes in each

direction with on-street parking. Beverly Drive is classified as a Minor Arterial south of Santa Monica
Boulevard and a local street north of that roadway.

i

Merv Griffin Way

Merv Griffin Way is a private street that connects Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard. It is
a four-lane undivided street.

Public Transportation

Antelope Valley Transit Agency (AVTA) and the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) are two
separate transit agencies that operate bus service within the study area. Primary focus points of the MTA
system include the Los Angeles International Airport, Westwood, UCLA, and Downtown Los Angeles.
Current regional transit information available through the MTA indicates that two bus routes have stops
within fairly reasonable walking distance (approximately 0.5 mile) of the project site. The bus stop
nearest the project site is on Wilshire Boulevard and Santa Monica Boulevard.

* AV Line 786 - Line 786 provides service between the intersection of Fairfax Avenue and Santa
Monica Boulevard and the Lancaster Transfer Center. Along Wilshire Boulevard, the 786 travels
from the intersection of Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard to the intersection of rairfax
Avenue and Wilshire Boulevard. The line has stops proximate to the study area at Wilshire
Boulevard and Rodeo Drive and Wilshire Boulevard and Robertson Boulevard. The 786 operates
only during peak commuter hours on weekdays.

* MTA Line 20 - Line 20 provides service between downtown Los Angeles and the City of Santa
Monica with service along Wilshire Boulevard. It travels along Wilshire Boulevard connecting the
communities of Beverly Hills, Los Angeles, Hancock Park, Park La Brea, Santa Monica, UCLA, West
Los Angeles, and Westwood. Line 20 is a local service bus and has frequent bus stops along Wilshire
Boulevard. Most stops are approximately one to two blocks apart. Service is provided every five to
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4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

12 minutes during peak hours on weekdays and bus headways (intervals) are approximately 10
minutes on Saturdays and Sundays.

MTA Line 21 - Line 21 provides service between Downtown Los Angeles and the UCLA campus
with servide along Wilshire Boulevard. It travels along Wilshire Boulevard cormecting the
cominunities of Beverly Hills, Los Angeles, Hancock Park, Park La Brea, UCLA, West Los Angeles,
and Westwood. Line 21 is a local service bus and has frequent bus stops along Wilshire Boulevard.
Most stops are approximately one to two blocks from one another. Service is provided every 10 to 20

minutes during peak hours on weekdays and headways are approximately 30 minutes on Saturdays.
Line 21 does not operate on Sundays.

MTA Line 16/316 — Line 16 and 316 operate along Santa Monica Boulevard and Burton Way within
the City of Beverly Hills and provide transit service between the Century City area of Los Angeles
and downtown Los Angeles. Line 316 is a limited version of Line 16, and therefore only stops at
selected bus stops. Both lines run standard Monday through Friday schedules with different

schedules on Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays. During peak hours, the line operat'es at headways of
3-5 minutes.

MTA Line 714 - Line 714 is part of MTA’s Bus Rapid network and operates along Santa Monica
Boulevard (North) and Beverly Boulevard, stopping at limited locations within the City of Beverly
Hills. The line provides transit service between Beverly Hills and downtown Los Angeles and uses

the transit priority system integrated into the traffic signals along Santa Monica Boulevard. The line
current runs on 15-minute headways during the peak hours.

MTA Line 720 - Line 720 provides an express service between East Los Angeles and the City of Canta
Monica with principal service along Wilshire Boulevard as part of Metro’s Rapid| Bus network. The
line travels along Wilshire Boulevard connecting the communities of Beverly Hills, Boyle Heights,
Brentwood, Commerce, downtown Los Angeles, East Los Angeles, Hancock Payk, Koreatown, Park
La Brea, Santa Monica, and Westwood. Line 720 is an express service bus route with two stops
located close to the project site at Wilshire Boulevard and Beverly Drive and Wilshire Boulevard and
Robertson Boulevard. Buses operate along Wilshire Boulevard every two to 10 minutes during peak
hours on weekdays. On weekends, headways are every four to 10 minutes.

Bicycle/Pedestrian Network

!

A majority of the roadways within the study area have sidewalks and crosswalks. There are sidewalks

along the roadways that border the site including Santa Monica Boulevard, V\'{ilshire Boulevard, and
Merv Griffin Way. ’

Whittier north of the project site also has sidewalks. There are alse cross walks and pedestrian

“walk/don’t walk” indicators at most of the signalized intersections. A portion of Wilshire Boulevard

north of the site lacks sidewalks. Study intersections with cross walks on at least one approach include:

N. Santa Monica Boulevard and Beverly Drive;

N. S8anta Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard;
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5. Santa Monica Boulevard and Beverly Drive;

5. Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard;
N. Santa Monica Boulevard and Merv Griffin Way;
Wilshire Boulevard and Beverly Drive;

Santa Monica Boulevard and Century Park East; and

Sunset Boulevard and Whittier Drive.

There are no designated bicycle facilities within the study area; while bicycle activity in the area is low, it

is present.

Existing Traffic Volumes

Fehr and Peers collected manual peak hour intersection counts in December 2006 and January 2007,

avoiding major holidays and school breaks? Intersection counts were taken at all study intersections
during the following times:

Weekday morning peak hour (7:00 AM to 9:00 AM);
Weekday mid-day peak hour (11:00 AM to 2:00 PM);
Weekday evening peak hour (4:00 PM to 6:00 PM); and

Saturday mid-day peak hour (11:00 AM to 2:00 PM).

Existing peak-hour traffic volumes at the 10 study intersections are illustrated in Figures 4.11-2 and
4.11-3. The following should be noted regarding the existing traffic counts as reported on Figures 4.11-2
and 4.11-3:

Traffic counts taken before the closing of the Robinsons-May store located adjacent to the project site
to the west have been included to reflect the true existing conditions on that site. These counts are
documented in Appendix A of the traffic study. Traffic from these counts was distributed
throughout the roadway network and added to the existing counts to reflect the conditions that

The traffic counts used in this analysis were obtained in December 2006 and January/February 2007. At several
intersections, the most recent traffic counts differ from, and are lower than, those taken for the City's recently
completed William Morris project EIR, The William Morris project is one of the other projects currently under
environmental review by the City, This variance is to be expected since traffic counts can vary on a daily basis
for a variety of reasons. Nevertheless, in order to provide readers of this EIR with an additional and more
conservative analysis, a supplement to this EIR will be circulated that will add the traffic projected to be
generated by this project to the existing volumes at certain intersections as measured by the traffic counts taken
for the William Morris EIR. This addjtional analysis will be performed for those intersections where the existing
volumes measured for the William Morris EIR are higher than the volumes measured for this EIR. Thus, for each
intersection, the highest measured volumes of existing traffic will be used.
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4.11 Transpertation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

existed from approximately 1952 to the time of issuance of the Notice of Preparation for the 5900
Wilshire project. This results in a very conservative estimate of the traffic that would be generated by
the existing building, since, if it were not artificially being kept vacant by the landowner in
anticipation of the City considering that project, reoccupying the existing building would require no
further dlscre‘nonary approvals and would likely result in far greater traffic impacts.

7. which is after recent construction activit t nica_Boule w function
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In addition to the intersection counts, daily traffic volume (ADT) counts were conflucted on Whittier
Drive and Elevado Avenue between January 17 and January 30, 2007. Traffic counts were taken over a

14-day period using automatic tube counters. The approximate ADT volumes along these roadway

segments are shown in Table 4.11-3, below.

Table 4.11-3
Daily Traffic Volumes on Residential Streets Y
Base (2007) Traffic Conditions /
Whittier Dr, north of Wilshire Blvd. 5,800 13,000 10,500
Elevado Avenue west of Whittier Dr. 1,400 5,000 3,500

Source: Fehr and Peers
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Existing Level of Service '

As indicated in Table 4.11-4, Level of Service (LOS) Existing (2006-2007) Traffic Conditions, some of
the study intersections in the project vicinity currently experience relatively good levels of service (LOS A
to C). The two-way stop-sign-controlled intersection of N. Santa Monica Boulevard and Merv Griffin
Way is currently operating at LOS D or lower during all peak hours analyzed. The intersection of N.
Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard is currently operating at LOS E-F ez-lewer-during all of
the peak-hours analyzed. The intersection of S. Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard is
currently operating at LOS B-F_during the AM_Midday and PM peak hours and at LOS €D during the
midday-and-Saturday midday peak hours. The poor LOS conditions at the intersections of Wilshire
Boulevard and North and South Santa Monica Boulevards are primarily due to the large volume of
commuter traffic. Wilshire Boulevard is heavily used for east/west travel due to its r:éntinuity between
Downtown Los Angeles and the City of Santa Monica. Santa Monica Boulevard also provides a

continuous route between the west and east sides of metropolitan Los Angeles.

Historical Traffic Collision Data

Table 4.11-5, City of Beverly Hills Historical Traffic Collision Summary (2004-2006), details the
historical collision data during the years 2004 through 2006 for vehicles, bicycles, and. pedestrians at the
study area intersections according to the City of Beverly Hills. The table provides the total number of
collisions, those invollving pedestrians, bicyclists, and fatalities. The accident rate forjeach intersection is

calculated based on the intersection ADT, as estimated from the most recent peak hout volumes.
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4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

Table 4.11-5
City of Beverly Hills Historical Traffic Collision Summary (2004-2006)

N. Santa Monica Boulevard 0 0 0 15 0.32 0.43
and Beverly Drive

N. Santa Monica Boulevard 3 1 1 51 0.82 0.43
and Wilshire Boulevard

S. Santa Monica Boulevard 1 0 0 27 0.59 0.43
and Beverly Drive

S. Santa Monica Boulevard 6 ; 0 23 0.44 . 043
and Wilshire Boulevard '

N. Santa Monica Boulevard 0 0 ] 2 0.07 0.14
and Merv Griffin Way?

Wilshire Boulevard and 2 0 0 22 0.42 0.43
Beverly Drive

Wilshire Boulevard and 2 0 1 37 0.63 0.43
Merv Griffin Way

Sunset Boulevard and 0 0 0 32 0.86 0.42
Whittier Drive

Source: Fekr and Peers, City of Beverly Hills, 2007.

1 Average accident rate calculated as mumber of accidents *1 million divided by ADT times 365 days'3 years. This calculation provides
accidents per million vehicles for 3 years. The calculation of this rate is consistent with Statewide Accident Rates.

2 Statewide average for comparable facilities provided by Caltrans.

As is shown in Table 4.11-5, five intersections experienced an average accident rate exceeding the

statewide average. These intersections are:

* N. Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard;
» S, Santa Monica Boulevard and Beverly Drive;

¢ 5. Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard;
*  Wilshire Boulevard and Merv Griffin Way; and

¢ Sunset Boulevard and Whittier Drive.

Bnpact Sciences, Ine. 4.11-17 The Beverly Hilton Revilatization Plan Recirculated Draft EIR Sections
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4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

4.11.4 REGULATORY SETTING
City of Beverly Hills General Plan

There are a number of goals and policies set forth by the City of Beverly Hills in the General Plan

Circulation Element. A description of applicable goals and policies is provided in Section 4.5, Land Use

and Planning.

Congestion Managell:nent Plan

The state legislature, following the passage of Proposition 111 in 1990, enacted the Congestion
Management Plan (CMP). The purpose of the CMP is to address the impact of local growth on the
regional transportation system. The Los Angeles County MTA, the local CMP agency; lhas designated a
highway network that includes all state highways and principal arterials within the County, along with
traffic monitoring locations. Tocal jurisdictions are required to monitor the Level of Service standards at
the designated locations within this network. If LOS standards deteriorate, then local jurisdictions must

prepare a deficiency plan to be in conformance with the Countywide plan.

New projects within the City of Beverly Hills must comply with the CMP for Los Angeles County. .
Appendix D of the CMP includes Transportation Impact Assessment (TIA) guidelines. The TIA
guidelines require analysis at monitored street intersections and segments, including freeway on- or off-
ramp intersections where a project is expected to add 50 or more peak-hour vehicle ftrips and maidine
freeway or ramp monitoring locations where a project is expected to add 150 or more peak-hour trips. If
a project does not add, but merely shifts, trips at a given monitoring location, the CMP analysis is not
required. An evaluation of transit impacts is required by the CMP for all projects for which an EIR will

otherwise be prepared.

4.11.5 SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA !
The following thresholds for determining the significance of impacts related to transportation, traffic,
parking, circulation, alternative transportation, and pedestrian system conditions, which were agreed on

by the City, were developed based on the review of traffic study guidelines in other jurisdictions and on

the nature of the traffic study for the project.

An impact is considered significant for intersections within the City of Beverly Hills, if the proposed

project would:

TRAEFE-1 Cause an increase in V/C ratio of equal to or greater than 0.040 at a signalized intersection
operating at LOS D during a peak hour for with project traffic condition; or

Impct Sciences, Ine. 4.11-18 The Beverly Hillon Revitalization Plan Recirculated Draft EIR Seclions
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4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

TRAF-2  Cause an increase in V/C ratio of equal to or greater than 0.020 at a signalized intersection
operating at LOS E or F during a peak hour with project traffic condition.

An impact is considered significant for residential streets within the City of Beverly Hills, if the proposed
project would:

TRAF-7  Cause an increase in daily traffic volume by 25 percent or more on a residential street with a
daily traffic volume of less than 3,750; or

TRAF-8  Cause an increase in daily traffic volume by 12.5 percent or more on a residential street with
a daily traffic volume of between 3,750 and 6,750; or

TRAF-9  Cause an increase in daily traffic volume by 6.25 percent or more on a re51dent1a1 street with
a daily traffic volume of more than 6,750,

An impact is considered significant at any Congestion Management Plan intersection, if the proposed
project would:

TRAF-10  Cause the V/C ratio to increase by 2 percent or more, causing the v/c ratio to increase beyond
1.00 (LOS F).

An impact is considered significant on roadway facilities, if construction of the proposed project would:

TRAF-11  Create a temporary but prolonged impact during construction due to lane closures, need for
temporary signals, a reduction in emergency vehicles access, traffic hazards to
bikes/pedestrians, damage to roadbed, truck traffic on roadways not designated as truck
routes and other similar impediments to circulation.

An impact is considered significant for alternative forms of transportation, if the proposed project would:

TRAF-12  Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs supporting alternative transportation.

An impact is considered significant for pedestrian facilities, if the proposed project would:

TRAF-13  Disrupt existing pedestrian facilities. This can include adding new vehicular, pedestrian or
) bicycle traffic to an area experiencing pedestrian safety concerns such as an adjccent
crosswalk or school, particularly if the added traffic reduces the number of pedestrian

acceptable gaps at un-signalized crossings or cause queues to spillback through pedestrian
crossings; or

TRAF-14  Interfere with planned pedestrian facilities. In existing and/or plarmed urbanized areas, main

sireets or pedestrian districts, this can include impacts to the quality of the walking
environment; or

TRAF-15  Conlflict with or create inconsistencies with adopted pedestrian system plans, guidelines,
policies or standards.

Inipact Sciences, Inc. 4.11-19  The Beverly Hiltor Revitnlization Plan Recircudated Draft EIR Sections
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4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

An impact is considered significant for project site access and on-site circulation, if the proposed préject

would:

TRAF-16  Design on-site circulation or access areas that fail to meet City standard design guidelines; or

TRAF-17  Fail to provide adequate accessibility for service and delivery trucks on site, including access
to truck loading areas.

An impact is considered significant for project parking, if the proposed project would:
TRAF-18  Design parking areas that fail to meet City standard design guidelines; or
TRAF-19  Falil to provide a sufficient quantity of on-site parking for vehicles; or

TRAF-20  Increase off-site parking demand above that which is provided in the immec}iate project area.

An impact is considered significant for risk of off-site intersection collision, if the proposed project would:

TRAF-21  Change off-site intersection location, geometrics, or traffic control devices, resulting in
obstructed sight distance, over-reduced narrow lane width, removal of exclusive left-turn or
right-turn lanes, unsafe timing and phasing designs, or other safety deficiencies; or

TRAF-22 Increase condlicting traffic at intersections where the accident rate exceeds the statewide ‘
average; or

TRAF-23 Increase .the number of pedestrians or bicyclists crossing at infersectioms where
pedestrian/bicyclist-related traffic collisions already exist.

The following significance thresholds were found not to be applicable to the proposed project and are

discussed in Section 5.0, Effects Found Not o be Significant.

An impact is considered significant for all four-way stop-controlled intersections, if the proposed project
would:

!
TRAF-3  Cause a four-way stop-controlled intersection operating at LOS A, B or,C to operate at LOS D

and increases the average delay by five seconds or more (issue’' is addressed within
Section 5.0, Effects Found Not to be Significant); or

TRAF-4  Cause a four-way stop-conirolled intersection operating at LOS D to operate at LOS D and
increases the average delay by four seconds or more (issue is addressed within
Section 5.0, Effects Found Not to be Significant); or

TRAF-5  Cause a four-way stop-conirolled intersection operating at LOS E or F to operate at LOS F
and increases the average delay by three seconds or more (issue is addressed within
Section 5.0, Effects Found Not to be Significant).

Impact Sciences, Inc. 4.11-20  The Beverly Hilton Revitalization Plan Recirculated Draft EIR Sections
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4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

An impact is considered significant at all two-way stop-controlled intersections, if the proposed project
would:

TRAF-6 Change the LOS from LOS D or better to LOS E or F (issue is addressed within Section 5.0,
Effects Found Not to be Significant).

4.11.6 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS

Project Traffic .

The following information describes the vehicular trip generating characteristics and the planned
roadway improvements of the proposed project. It also presents the methodology used to estimate the

trip generation, distribution, and assignment of project trips. Project parking, vehjlcular access, and

internal circulation are also described.

Planned Circulation Improvements

Eight access points to the project site would be provided, as shown in Figure 4.11-4. Three driveways
would be located on Merv Griffin Way, four driveways would be located on Santa Monica Boulevard,

- and one driveway would be located on Wilshire Boulevard. The operation and purpose of each driveway

is as follows:

*  The main project driveway will be located along Merv Griffin Way. This driveway would serve as
the primary hotel entrance and primary access to the underground parking structure. This driveway
would operate as full access with all movements permitted.

* The Residence A and B condominium buildings would each have full-access driveways along Merv
Griffin Way. These driveways would be located to the north and south of the main driveway. The
driveways would provide dedicated access to curbside drop-off and pick-up locations as well as
underground parking for these buildings.

¢ The Residence B building in the southwest corner of the site would have a dﬂvéway on Santa'Monica
Boulevard. This driveway would provide access to a loading and delivery arq!a and to the building's
underground parking. f

* Two service driveways on Santa Monica Boulevard would provide delivery vehicle access to the
service area on the southern side of The Beverly Hilton Hotel. These service driveways would not be
used by hotel guests or condominium residents. '

* The Waldorf Astoria Hotel would be accessed by a driveway on Santa Monica Boulevard. This

driveway would operate as right-infright-out with permitted left-tums in from Santa Monica
Boulevard.

¢ A driveway on Wilshire Boulevard would provide access to The Waldorf Astoria Hotel. This
driveway would operate as right-infright-out only.

Impact Sciences, Inc. 4,11-21 The Beverly Hilton Revitalization Plan Recirculated Draft EIR Sections
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4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

Concurrent with the redevelopment of the site, the project applicant has proposed to make several
improvements along portions of Merv Griffin Way, Wilshire Boulevard, and Santa Monica Boulevard

along the project frontage. These improvementé are discussed in further detail below and are shown on
Figure 4.11-5.

Merv Griffin Way

The project applicant has proposed to contribute a “fair share” of the cost towards several improvements

along Merv Griffin Way. These improvements include:

¢ Provide northbound left-turn, through, and right-turn lanes at the intersection of Wilshire Boulevard
and Merv Griffin Way:;

» Signalize the intersection of Santa Monica Boulevard and Merv Griffin Way;

*  Realign Merv Griffin Way to line up with Whittier Drive north of Wilshire Boulevard.

Wilshire Boulevard

The project applicant will be solely responsible for the widening of Wilshire Boulevard along the project

site frontage. This widening serves multiple purposes including:

+ Facilitating the reconstruction of the eastbound portion of Wilshire Boulevard to provide two left-
turn lanes, three through lanes, and a right-turn-only lane; and

¢+ Allowing the curb radius to be modified for eastbound right-turn vehicles, which should allow
vehicles to more easily make this turn.

¢ Allowing an extended drop-off area for emergency responders.

Santa Monica Boulevard

The project applicant will be solely responsible for the widening of Santa Monica Boulevard along the

project site frontage. Proposed improvements include:
¢ Modifying the curb to facilitate an additional travel lane;

* A landscaped median along portions of Santa Monica Boulevard; and

» An on-site staging area for large events will be maintained. This area adjacent to the curb is

occasionally used by service vehicles parking at events like the Golden Globes.

Inpaet Sciences, Inc. 4,11-22 The Beverly Hillon Revitalization Plan Recirculated Draft EIR Sections
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4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

Project Trip Generation

In developing project trip generation (i.e, an estimate of the number of trips to be generated by the
project, taking into account each proposed land use), a variety of trip generation data sources were
considered, including locally collected data and national data sources, such as Institute of Transportation
Engineers (ITE) Trip Generation, 7% Edition. The proposed land uses and other land uses have been
surveyed and documented in studies conducted under the auspices of the ITE. This information is
avajlable in the manual Trip Generation, 7% Edition, 2003, published by ITE. The trip generation rdtes in
the ITE manual are nationally recognized, and are used for most traffic impact studies conducted in the
City of Beverly Hills and the surrounding region.

Condominjium Land Use

For the condominium land uses, empirical data gathered from other nearby condominium projects rather

than national trip generation data were used for the following reasons:

* The project proposes “luxury” condominiums, which are likely to have different trip patterns than
most other condominiums. For example, luxury condominiums are more likely to be used as second
homes than other condominiums.

¢ There are numerous condominiums along Wilshire Boulevard and Santa Monica Boulevard that
provide comparable examples.

For the condominium land use, trip generation counts were taken at the following sites:

¢  La Tour, 13080 Wilshire Boulevard, 73 units;

»  The Wilshire Condominiums, 10580 Wilshire Boulevard, 97 units;

*  The Blair House, 10490 Wilshire Boulevard, 128 units;

* The Wilshire Regent, 10501 Wilshire Boulevard, 208 units;

* The Remington, 10727 Wilshire Boulevard, 93 units; and

¢ 2160/2172 Century Park East, 496 units.

Traffic counts were taken for the AM, midday, PM, and Saturday peak hours during the same hours

traffic counts were taken for the study area intersections. Condominium traffic counts are provided in

the traffic study, which is contained in Appendix 4.11.

The daily condominium rate was estimated using ITE data for High-Rise Condominiums (ITE Code 232).
It was determined that the AM and PM peak hour trip rates were 17 percent of the daily rate for
condominium land uses. The AM and PM peak hour rates from the empirical data were added together

and then the 17 percent peak to daily ratio was applied to yield an estimated daily trip rate.
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4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

Hotel Land Use

Data from the existing Beverly Hilton was used to project trip generation for the proposed new Beverly
Hilton Hotel and The Waldorf Astoria Hotel guestrooms. Counts were collected in February 2007 on a '
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. On Thursday and Friday, hotel occupancy was over 90 percent. On
Saturday, the hotel occupancy was 70 percent. The traffic engineer conducted counts at all hotel

driveways including parking lot entrances and exits and all service driveways.

From the counts conducted at the existing hotel, it was determined that the per-room trip generation rate
ranged from 0.57 trips in the PM peak hour to 0.26 trips on Saturday. Data on Thursday and Friday were
averaged to yield the weekday rates. The room rate calculation did not indude any data from the
driveway at the former Trader Vic’s since the restaurant closed in late April. This driveway is also
occasionally used by employees and visitors to the non-hotel offices. Many of these offices are currently
closed and are inactive at this time. Based on a survey of the site, few hotel guests use the driveway at
the former Trader Vic's restaurant.

The daily trip rate was based on the ratio between the PM peak hour trip rate and daily trip rate for the
Land Use Code 310 (Hotel) in the ITE's Trip Generation (7% Edition). Counts were taken for the AM,
midday, PM, and Saturday peak hours during the same times as the intersection counts were taken.
Copies of the hotel counts are provided in the traffic study, which is contained in Appendix 4.11.

Retail and Restaurant Land Uses

For the restaurant land use, counts were conducted at several comparable restaurants in the City of
Beverly Hills: Spagos, Mastro’s, and Lawry’s. These area-specific counts were determined to be
appropriate since the proposed restaurant is likely to be a destination restaurant and attract patrons from
outside the hotel as well as hotel guests.

The estimated trip rate for the restaurant was based on three existing restaurants in the City of Beverly
Hills: Mastro's, Lawry's, and Spagos.

The data from each of these facilities was averaged to yield a compaosite rate for the AM, midday, PM,

and Saturday peak hours. Copies of these counts are also provided in the traffic study, which is
contained in Appendix 4.11.

The project trip generation rates are provided in Table 4.11-6, Project Trip Generation Rates. These rates
were used to determine the number of expected weekday daily, AM, midday, and PM peak-hour trips, as
well as the Saturday daily and peak-hour trips to be generated by the proposed project.
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4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

Table 4.11-6
Project Trip Generation Rates

Com:!ominium.s1 . 3.55 6.28
Hotel? 7.89 0.41 0.49 0.57 0.26
Restaurant® 48.72 0.33 5.69 418 344

Source: Trip Generation (7% Edition), {Institute of Transportation Engineers).
! Condominium trip rates based on counts taken at six condominium projects in the surrounding area.
Hotel trip generation based on counts taken at the existing Beverly Hilton Hotel. A per-room rate (not including Trader Vic's) was calculated
from these counts. Counis were summarized from all existing hote! driveways including deliveries, taxis, and other vehicles. Counts were
taken on a Thursday (87 percent Occupancy), Friday (96 percent occupancy), and Saturday (67 percent) occupancy. Since Trader Vic's is a
separate use, it was not included in the per room rate.
For restaurant use, tate information was based on counts taken at three existing restaurants in Beverly Hills including Mastro's, Spagos, and
Lawry's.
* Daily trips estimnted as follows:
~Condoninium rate based on ratio of AM and PM rate to daily for ITE Code 232 (High Rise Condominiums). This ratio was estimated o be
17 percent. This ratio was then applied to the actual AM and PM rafes,
- Hotel rate based on ratio between PM and daily rate for Hotels (ITE Code 310). This code was applied to PM rate.
- Restaurant rate based on ratio befween daily rate and PM rate for High Turnover sit-down restaurants (Code 932). Ratio was applied to
empirical counts,

- Credit for existing hotel based on same ratio identified for hotel uses and applied to existing number of reoms

2

Table 4.11-7, Project Trip Generation, shows the estimated daily and peak-hour project trip generations
for weekdays and Saturday. As shown therein, development of the proposed project is expected to
generate a net increase of approximately 649 weekday daily trips, including net increases of 16 trips
during the AM peak hour, 84 trips during the midday peak hour, and 57 trips during the PM peak hour.
On Saturday, the project is expected to generate a net increase of approximately 65 trips during the
midday peak hour. It should be noted that the project trip generation totals incorporate credit given for
existing uses on site to be demolished as part of the project, which is partially responsible for the

reduction in trips expected to be generated in the future. Trip reductions are discussed below.

Project Trip Generation Reductions

Fehr and Peers also considered whether any trip generation reductions would be applicable towards the

proposed project. Potential trip reductions include:
¢ Credit for existing uses on the site; and

¢ Internalized trips.

Each of these potential reductions is discussed in detail below.
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4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

Existing Uses On Site

Providing credit for an existing use on site is a common practice in the traffic engineering field and is
often applied in traffic studies. The traffic engineer and the City and determined that it would be
appropriate to credit the site for the existing traffic associated with The Beverly Hilton Hotel as the Hotel

is currently in operation.

The historical traffic counts are documented in Appendix A of the traffic study, which is contained in
Appendix 4.11 of this EIR.

Internalized Trips

Another common irip generation reduction is internalized trips, or those trips that are confined to a
project site. For example, there may be instances where hotel guests might use the on-site restaurants,
which could also be patronized by the condominium residents. However, it would be difficult to
quantify this internalization and therefore, no reduction was applied, to ensure that the analysis pi¢sents

a conservative project impact scenario.
Trip Distribution

During preparation of the traffic study, a variety of sources related to the project trip distribution were
consulted, including materials provided by the project applicant’s traffic study, regional trip distribution
information contained in the Congestion Management Plan, the location of complementary land uses,

likely major regional destinations, and other sources. The project’s trip distribution reflects the following

assumptions:

* The project is composed of a mix of uses (hotel, condominiums, and restaurant) and it is anticipated
that residents would travel to and from a wide variety of locations for various purposes. Potential
trip purposes could include work, shopping, and recreation. It is not anticipated that all of the trips
would be distributed to only major commute destinations;

* A majority of the trips traveling to and from the site would be associated with major regional
destinations. To the west, drivers can access 1-405, which provides connectivity to destinations
throughout Western Los Angeles County. To the east, drivers could travel into Beverly Hills or
downtown Los Angeles. Therefore, a majority of the traffic was distributed to the west and east;

* Some vehicles are anticipated to travel south, although not as many as would travel to the east and
west. Many of the vehicles traveling to the south, away from the site, are anticipated to first travel to
the west to access I-405 instead of traveling directly to the south along roadways like Beverly Drive.
Some of the vehicles traveling to the south could be headed for various destinations in the City of
Beverly Hills or beyond; and
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4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

* Some trips would also travel to the north. A similar number of trips to the south were assigned to the
north.

¢ Some trips would be distributed to the lower volume streets rather than along the major commute
routes. This more dispersed assignment is reflective of the trips travel to and from the restaurant and
the likely hotel employee and visitor travel routes.

Once the major origins and destinations for the project trips and the percentages of trips that would
travel to each were determined, likely travel routes were reviewed. To determine how many trips should
be assigned to each routle, travel ime runs were conducted along selected routes and compared relative
to traffic volumes. The outputs from the travel time runs are provided in Appendix D of the traffic study,

included as Appendix 4,11 to this EIR. Conclusions related to the assignment are as follows:

*  West of the project site, Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard have jequivalent travel
times, indicating that both roadways have similar congestion levels. Therefore, it was concluded that
neither route is particularly advantageous over the other and assumed that both routes would be
used equally since both routes provide an equally direct route to the project site;

» For people traveling to the northeast, it was determined that using Sunset Boulevard as an aliernate
route to Santa Monica Boulevard would not decrease travel time. Since Santa Monica Boulevard is a
more direct route, more trips were assigned to Santa Monica Boulevard. This roadway also has a |

higher volume than Sunset Boulevard, which also supports the contention that more trips should be
assigned to Santa Monica Boulevard.

* For people traveling to the north along Beverly Drive, Beverly Drive and Santa {Monica Boulevard
provided a decrease in travel time compared to Whittier Drive and Sunset Boulevard to reach the

same destination. Therefore, a majority of the project trips traveling to the north were assigned along
Beverly Drive.

¢ Travel times along three routes to the east/southeast were analyzed. These routes included Burton
Way, Wilshire Boulevard, and Olympic Boulevard. It was concluded that the travel times along these
routes were comparable, so trips along all three routes were assigned. A majority of the trips were
assigned to Wilshire Boulevard since that roadway carries higher volumes.
i

Project trips were assigned based on the trip distribution detailed in Figure fl.ll—ﬁ. Applying the
aforementioned conclusions to the project’s trip generations, the project’s traffiq volumes at the study
intersections were determined for the weekday AM and PM peak hours, as shown in Figure 4.11-7. The

project’s traffic volumes for the weekday midday and Saturday peak hours are depicted in Figure 4.11-8.

Hotel Special Events

Special events held at the existing Beverly Hilton Hotel and their effects on the surrounding
transportation system were included in the traffic study. The Beverly Hilton Hotel currently hosts a

number of events on a yearly basis, which range in size from small 5- to 10-person breakfast meetings to
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very large events like the Golden Globes. Given that some existing Beverly Hilton facilities, including
ballrooms and meeting rooms, would remajn in operation as part of the proposed project, it is assumed

similar events would continue to take place following project buildout.

Information was collected on the following:
o Types of special events held at the hotel;
¢ Distribution of these'events throughout the day and year;
*  Attendance at these events; and
»  Effects of these events on the transportation system.
K
Like many hotels, The Beverly Hilton holds special events. These events can include:
»  Breakfast meetings
* Training sessions
s Conferences
» Professional society meetings

+  Awards dinners

» Wedding receptions

To facilitate discussion of these special events, the types of events can be grouped into several broad

categories based on their attendance and frequency including:

¢ Small-scale: These events are held at the hotel on a daily basis and may be attended by 200 people or
less. These events are held throughout the day.
{

* Large-scale: These events are larger and held infrequently at the hotel (2-3 tines per week).” These
events are typically dinner events and take place in the evening from 4:00 PM tb 7:00 PM or later.
/
+ Once-a-year: These events are held once a year. Only a small number of these events fall into this
category, including the Golden Globes.

Special Event Distribution

According to information provided by the applicant, the hotel hosted 770 events in 20086, for an average of
two events per day. Table 4.11-8, The Hilton Hotel Special Events, describes the distribution of special
events throughout the day for each month.
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4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

Table 4.11-8
The Hilton Hotel Special Events

January 11 7 12 20 26 10%
February 2 7 13 21 15 8%
March 12 10 20 15 27 11%
April 4 8 1 9 14 6%
May 7 7 21 16 19 9%
June 8 g 16 20 19 9%
July 4 2 4 2 11 3%
August 14 6 12 ) 7 6%
September 9 5 15 3 9 5%
October 14 13 22 22 20 12%
November 8 8 25 15 13 9%
" | December 11 16 26 25 16 12%
Total 104 97 197 176 196 -
Event Percent
of Total 14% 13% 26% 23% 25% 100%

Source: The Beverly Hilton Hotel, 2007.

The meeting categories were provided by the applicant and represent the range of activities held ai the
hotel. Many of the events are smaller gatherings of 10 to 20 people. These small events can include the
breakfast or lunch meetings. The largest events held at the hotel are the dinners, which range in size from
100 to over 1,000 people. Table 4.11-9, Dinner Event Attendance, presents the distribution of dinner
event attendance, which includes some of the largest events held at the hotel. Only six events were held

in 2006 with an attendance over 1,000 people.

Table 4.11-9
Dinner Event Attendance

‘Month cople 'eop eop eop fa
January 2 3 5 2 6%
February 1 4 8 0 7%
March 2 5 12 1 10%
April 2 2 7 0 6%
May 6 5 10 0 11%
June 0 7 8 i 8%
July 0 3 1 0 2%
August 5 4 3 0 6%

Impact Sciences, Inc. 4,11-37 The Beverly Hilton Revitalization Plan Recirculated Draft EIR Sections
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4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

September 4 5 6 0 8%
October 4 3 14 1 11%
November 4 5 16 0 13%
December 11 6 8 1 13%
Total 41 52 98 5} -
Attendance

Percent of Total 21% 26% 50% 3% 100%

Source: The Beverly Hilton Hotel, 2007.

Effects on Transportation System
|
Each of the hotel events causes different effects on the adjacent transportation system, depending on the

size of the event,
Small-Scale Events

The trip generation for the hotel is based on traffic counts collected at the existing Beverly Hilton Hotel.

1t was verified that there were several events being held on the days the counts were collected including:
e A 17-person meeting from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM;
* A 50-person meeting in one of the ballrooms; and

¢ An 80-person dinner event.

Since the traffic counts taken at the hotel already include traffic generated by some of the special events
typically held at the hotel, it can be concluded that the existing counts and forecasts already include some
allowance for special events held at the hotel. A majority of the special events found at the hotel would
fall into this category. Other events, such as the Golden Globes, occur once énnually and \‘do not

represent typical events or affect traffic on a regular basis. /

/

Large-Scale Events

As noted previously, many of the large-scale events are dinners with attendance ranging from 500 to
1,000 persons. The traffic consultant conducted traffic counts on the same night, March 23, 2007, a large
dinner with 700 attendees was held. These counts were compared to the previous counts taken at the

hotel. This comparison indicated that there was an increase of 100 to 200 cars at the hotel driveways

when the counts were taken.
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The project applicant for the 9900 Wilshire project also collected parking data in January 2007 on two
nights when several large meetings were held. Their traffic engineer collected parking occupancy data on
several of the adjacent residential streets on January 9, 2007 and January 10, 2007 when two large events
were held. The first event was hosted by the Los Angeles Sports Council and the second event was
hosted by the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce with 600 and 1200 attendees, respectively. The events
represent some of the larger events that are held at The Beverly Hilton, but not the largest. The parking
analysis conducted by the project applicant for the 9900 Wilshire project determined that there was no

evidence of parking spill over from the special events.

Golden Globes

The Golden Globes is the largest event hosted at The Beverly Hilton Hotel and is attended by thousands
of people. Besides attendees of the event itself, thousands of others are drawn to the hotel for the after-

event parties or to sightsee. The event was last held on January 2007.

The traffic consultant attended the event to observe conditions before, during, and after the event. The

main resulfs of the observation include:

¢ There is a significant police presence on site. At the 2007 event, the Beverly Hills Police Department,
the Santa Monica Police Department, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), and the French Police
were present at the ceremony.

* There are several major fraffic restrictions around the site. These restrictions include a closure of
Santa Monica Boulevard, closure of Merv Griffin Way, closure of portions of Whittier Boulevard, and
a right-lane restriction along Wilshire Boulevard at Merv Griffin Way.

» Significant levels of congestion exist along Wilshire and Santa Monica Boulevards adjacent to the site.
This congestion worsens after the event, as there are persons leaving the site and coming to the site
for the various after-event parties,

* There is anecdotal evidence that congestion at this year’s event was some of the worst in recent years.
A major factor contributing to this congestion was the closure of Merv Griffin Way because an after-
event party was held at the Robinson's-May site located directly adjacent to the project site to the
west. Limousine loading was done on Merv Griffin Way during past Golden Globes. With the

closure of Merv Griffin Way at the 2007 Golden Globes, the Joading activities were moved to Whittier
Drive.

* A number of limousines were observed parking along Whittier Drive while waiting to pick up
various persons. It appeared that these vehicles were parking in on-street spaces.

Road Closures and Special Traffic Control

While researching the effects of special events at the Beverly Hilton Hotel on the adjacent roadway, the
traffic consultant also consulted with the Beverly Hills Police Department to determine if the Hotel's

special events had required any road closures or special traffic control. The police department indicated
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that no road closures were required for events, nor were officers needed for traffic control, except during
the Golden Globes.

Existing Effects on Transportation System

As discussed above, a majority of the events at The Beverly Hilton Hotel have only a limited effect on the
adjacent roadway network and traffic levels. Even with the larger events, there was no evidence of
parking spillover into adjacent residential areas. In addition, road closures are not generally required for
most events. Under the future with project traffic condition, the events would have a less than significant

traffic, transportation and parking impact on the 9900 Wilshire project residents.

However, the Golden Globes, which occur only once a year, would have a temporary, noticeable effect on

the future residents of the 9900 Wilshire project. These effects could include: ‘

« Road Closures — During the 2007 Golden Globes, Merv Griffin Way and portions of Santa Monica
and Wilshire Boulevards were closed. It is likely that these closures would continue in the future. In
discussions with the Beverly Hills Police Department, they indicated that future closures could be
more expansive than the list of closed roadways today because of the need for increased security at
an event of this magnitude.

+ Driveway Closures — With the road closures above, several of the 9900 Wilshire project’s proposed
driveways could be closed or have limited access during the event. Most likely, ‘the 9900 Wilshire
driveway on Merv Griffin Way would be closed. The other 9900 Wilshire drivgways on Wilshire
Boulevard and Santa Monica Boulevard and likely to remain open, but access could be limited.

s  Congestion — The Golden Globes results in noticeable levels of congestion roadways adjacent to the
Beverly Hilton Hotel. It is likely that visitors and residents traveling to the 9900 Wilshire project
would experience high levels of delay while the event is occurring.

Future Traffic Conditions

A variety of sources were consulted in order to analyze future traffic conditions. These sources include:

|
¥

» Existing traffic counts as col]ectedwm in December 2006 and fanuary 2007,@1&
in int ti raffic v coll ne 2 he 2 N

Beverly Drive Project EIR;
*  Traffic generated from operations of the Robinsons-May store, prior to closure;

s Traffic from approved and pending projects in the City of Los Angeles and City of Beverly Hills, as
provided by the City of Beverly Hills traffic forecasting tool (Traffix Model);

s Traffic from proposed redevelopment of the 9900 Wilshire Boulevard; and
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* Ambient growth in existing traffic volumes to reflect growth in through traffic and traffic from other
developments not included in the City of Beverly Hills Traffix Model. A growth rate of 1 percent per
year was applied to reflect this ambijent growth.

The future fraffic analysis evaluates the year 2012, which is the year both the proposed project and the
9900 Wilshire project would be buildout. The future without project traffic condition evaluates the year
2012, which includes existing traffic volumes, historical traffic counts from the Robinsons-May store,
approved and pending projects in the City of Beverly Hills, City of West Hollywood, and the City of Los
Angeles, and traffic from the proposed redevelopment of the 9900 Wilshire site. This scenario is
anticipated to reflect year 2012 conditions, which represents buildout of the proposed project. A list of
these related projects is found in Section 4.0, Environmental Impact Analysis.

The future with project traffic condition includes all of the traffic volume sources in th? future year 2012
without project traffic condition in addition to traffic generated from the proposed project. The project
trips for this analysis represent the “Net New” trips whereby the traffic from the existing Beverly Hilton
Hotel is subtracted from the future trips generated by the project.

In addition, the future with project traffic condition assumes that the following roadway improvements
would be constructed by year 2012:

* The intersection of Wilshire Boulevard and Merv Griffin Way would be reconstructed to provide a
northbound left-turn, through, and right-turn lane; [

» The intersection of Santa Monica Boulevard and Merv Griffin Way would be signalized;

» The Wilshire Boulevard eastbound approach of the Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard
intersection would be reconstructed to provide two left-turn lanes, three through lanes, and a
right-turn-only lane; and

¢ A third lane on Santa Monica Boulevard would be added along the frontage of both the 9900 Wilshire
project and the proposed project.

These improvements would be constructed either by the proposed project, the 9900 Wilshire project, or
jointly between the two projects. It is assumed that these improvements would o;Llly occur in the future
(2012) with project traffic condition. For the intersection of Santa Monica Boulefard and Merv Griffin
Way, the traffic study and this analysis have assumed that this intersection would be signalized under the
future (2012} without project traffic conditions as well to allow a comparison of the intersection

erformance under the City’s significance criteria for signalized intersections.
% gn

Future (2012) traffic conditions were modeled based on the land use designation and trip generation rate
of each identified related project. The turning movement volumes for the related projects derived from
the model were then combined with the growth-factored existing volumes to estimate the Future (2012)

“Without Project” peak-hour traffic volumes, shown in Figures 4.11-9, Future Without Project Traffic
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Volumes - Weekday AM and PM Peak Hours, and 4.11-10, Future Without Project Traffic Volumes —
Weekday Midday and Saturday Peak Hours. These are the “benchmark” values used in determining
project traffic impacts at the study infersections.

Impact Analysis

Operational Impacts

The analysis of future traffic conditions at the study intersections was performed using the anal)'rtical
procedures described above. It is assumed that the aforementioned improvements would only occur in
the future (2012) with project traffic condition, except for the improvement to the intersection of Santa
Monica Boulevard and Merv Griffin Way, which were assumed to occur in the future (2012) without
project traffic condition to allow a comparison of the intersection performance under the City’s

significance criteria for signalized intersections. Traffic volumes for the analysis were developed as
follows:

o As described earlier, Future (2012) “Without Project” traffic volumes were determined by combining
area ambient traffic growth factor and the traffic generated by the 79 identified related projects with

the base (2006-2007) traffic volumes at the 10 study intersections, as illustrated in Figures 4.11-9 and
4.11-18.

o  The net traffic volumes generated by the proposed project, as determined earlier, were then added to
these volumes to develop the Future (2012) “With Project” condition (to determine traffic impacts

directly attributable to the proposed development). These traffic volumes are shown in Figures
4.11-11 and 4.11-12.

The results of the future year (2012) intersection analysis are summarized in Table 4.11-10, Level of
Service (LOS) Summary — Future (2012) Without and With Project Traffic Conditions.

TRAF-1  An impact is considered significant for intersections within the City of Beverly Hills, if the proposed
project would cause an increase in V/IC ratio of equal to or greater than 0.040 at a signalized
intersection operating at LOS D during a peak hour for with project traffic condition; or

TRAF-2 An impact is considered significant for intersections within the City of Beverly Hills, if the proposed
project would cause an increase in VIC ratio of equal io or greater than 0.020 at a signalized
intersection operating at LOS E or F during a peak hour with project traffic condition.

As indicated in Table 4.11-10, the V/C ratio for several of the intersections is incrementally worse as a
result of the proposed project during the AM peak hour, but there is no change in LOS. As indicated
above, the maximum increase in V/C ratio is 0.0054, which occurs at the intersection of N3. Santa Monica
Boulevard and Bewerly—DriveWilshire Boulevard during the midday peak hour. Therefore, impacts

associated with project traffic would be less than significant for all signalized study intersections.
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Table 4.11-10
Level of Service (LOS) Summary -
Future (2012) Without and With Project Traffic Conditions

niersection SLO: LOS
N. Santa Monica Boulevard and AM F F
Beverly Drive Midday F F
PM F F
Saturday F F
N. Santa Monica Boulevard and AM F F
Wilshire Boulevard Midday F F
PM F F
Saturday 247452 F F
5. Santa Monica Boulevard and AM 1.0485 ¥ . F 000 .
Beverly Drive Midday 0.848854 D 0.856835 D +3.0012 e
PM 0.991 E 0.991 E 0.000 NC
Saturday 0.795761 C 0795762 C x0.0018 NO
5. Santa Monica Boulevard and AM 1.426586 F 1.427587 F +0.001 NO
Wilshire Boulevard Midday 09751396 IE 09781401 EE +0.0053 NO
M 1829620 F 30301623 F +0.003% NO
Saturday 89561064 FE 09581.066 [k +0.002 NO
N. Santa Monica Boulevard and AM 1.054 F 1.008 ¥ -0.046 NO
Merv Griffin Way? Midday 0.919 E 0.888 D -0.031 NO
PM 1121 F 1.077 F -0.044 NO
Saturday 0.774 C 0.748 C -0.026 NO
Wilshire Boulevard and Beverly AM 0.918906 E 0.998906 E 0.000 - NO
Drive Midday 0.870953 ERP 0873356 EPB +(.003 NO
PM 0.936574 E 0.918976 E +0.002 NO
Saturday D.886%01 EP 0.888903 EB +0.002 NO
Wilshire Boulevard and Merv AM 1.205 ¥ 1.186 F -0.019 NO
Griffin Way Midday 0.983 E 0.948 E -0.035 NO
PM 1.368 F 1.316 F -0.052 NO
Saturday 0.87¢ D 0.853 D -0.026 NO
N. Santa Monica Boulevard and AM 1.020 F 1.021 F +0.001 NO
South Crossover Midday 0.733 C 0.735 C +0.002 NO
PM 0.843 D 0.846 D +0.003 NO
Saturday 0.558 A 0.561 A +0.003 NO
Santa Monica Boulevard and AM 0.818 D 0.819 D +0.001 NO
Century Park East Midday 0.762 C 0.763 C +0.001 NO
PM 0.810 D 0.811 D +0.001 NO
Saturday 0.573 A 0.574 A +0.001 NO
Sunset Boulevard and Whittier AM 0.892 D 0.892 D 0.000 NO
Drive Midday 0.776 C 0.779 C +0.003 NO
PM 0.9221 E 0.925 E +0.0034 NO
Saturday 0.646 B 0.648 B +0.002 NO

Source: Fehr and Peers, 2007

v VIC ratio for signalized intersections based on application of ICU Methodelogy. LOS for side-street stop control based on 20600 Highway
Capacity Manual methodology.

VIC ratio changes in bold denole an incresse in traffic volumes. lalicized changes reflect reduction in VIC ratip and delay because of
implementation of proposed fmprovements and reduction in trips associnted with the site.
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Residential Roadway Impacts

The traffic study and this analysis have evaluated the impact of the project upon two residential streets.
The purpose of this analysis is to determine the project’s potential traffic impact on residential streets.

The two residential streets that evaluated are Whittier Drive and Elevado Drive.

TRAF-7  An impact is considered significant on residential roadway segments, if the proposed project would
cause an increase in duily traffic volume by 25 percent or more on a residential street with a daily
traffic volume of less than 3,750; or

TRAF-8 An impact is considered significant on residential roadway segments, if the proposed project would

cause an increase in daily traffic volume by 12.5 percent or more on a residential street with a daily
traffic volume of between 3,750 and 6,750; or

TRAF-9  An impact is considered significant on residential roadway segments, if the pmp‘losed project would

cause an increase in daily traffic volume by 6.25 percent or more on a residential street with a daily
traffic volume of move than 6,750.

The traffic study evaluated the impact of the project upon two residential streets. The two residential
streets which were evaluated were Whittier Drive and Elevado Drive. As noted in Table 4.11-7, the
project would result in a net increase of 649 daily trips, 16 AM peak hour trips, 84 midday trips, 57 PM
peak hour trips, and 65 Saturday trips. Based on the trip distribution, it was determined that no more
than 10 percent of all project trips would use Whittier Drive. Based on project trip} distribution, it is
anticipated that the project would only increase traffic volumes by 1 percent or less to Whittier Drive and
Elevado Avenue daily and during all peak hours, as shown in Table 4.11-11, Future (2012) Without and
With Project ~ Residential Roadway Segment Traffic Conditions. Therefore, project impacts to

residential street segments would be less than significant.

Figure 4,11-9  Future Without Project Traffic Volumes - Weekday AM and PM Peak Hours

!

/
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4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

Table 4.11-11
Future (2012) Without and With Project
Residential Roadway Segment Traffic Conditions

ADT 10,500 10,565 1% No

<1% '

Whittier Drive North of AM Peak 1,169 1,171 1% No

o s Midday 600 608 1% No
Wilshire Boulevard

PM Peak 1,134 1,142 1% No

Saturday 623 630 1% No

ADT 3,500 3,500 0% . No

AM Peak 724 724 0% No

Elevado Avenue East of Midday 187 187 0% No

Whittier Drive
PM Peak 599 599 0% No
Saturday 175 175 0% No

Source: Fehr and Peers
Notes: ADT=Average Daily Trips.

Congestion Management Plan Intersection Impacts

TRAF-10  An impact is considered significant on a Congestion Management Plan intersection, if the proposed
project would cause the V/C ratio to increase by 2 percent or more, causing the vic ratio to increase
beyond 1.00 (LOS F).

There is one CMP intersection located within the project study area, Wilshire Boulevard and Santa
Monica Boulevard North intersection. As shown in Table 4.11-10, the V/C ratio at this intersection would
decrease as a result of implementation of the proposed project and associated roadway improvements.

Therefore, no impact would occur at the CMP analysis location.

Construction Impacts

TRAF-11  An impact is considered significant on roadway facilities, if the proposed project would create a
temporary but prolonged impact during construction due to lane closures, need for temporary signals,
a reduction in emergency vehicles access, traffic hazards to bikes/pedestrians, damage to roadbed, truck
traffic on roadways not designated as truck routes and other similar impediments to circulation.

Construction of the proposed project would involve several construction phases including site
preparation (mobilization) and demolition of existing buildings, hardscape, and landscaping; excavation
and grading for subterranean parking and building footings; and construction of new buildings,

hardscape, and landscaping. Construction is anticipated to occur over an approximately two to four-year

Impact Sciences, Inc. 4.11-53 The Beverly Milton Revitalization Plan Recirculated Draft EIR Sections
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4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

(24 to 48-month) period, with project buildout expected by year 2012. The maximum duration for each

stage is provided below. The Beverly Hilton would remain operational during the phased construction.
¢ Mobilization and Demolition of existing buildings (10 months);
s Excavation and Grading (18 months);

¢ Construction {20 months);

A total of approximatelir 204,349 square feet 'of buildings would be demolished under the proposed
project, including above- and below-grade parking structure levels. The total excavation volume for the
proposed project is approximately 375,000 cubic yards of export, with a maximum daily surface area
disturbance of 4.8 acres expected. The duration of this phase would be approximately 18 months and
would require approximately 100 truck trips per day. In this phase, the applicant would construct the
buildings on site. The construction phase is expected to take approximately 20 months with construction
staging expected to be contained on site. All haul routes to and from the site (for transport of
construction materials and debris and earthwork) would run from Santa Monica Boulevard west fo the

San Diego (I-405) Freeway, and are not normally expected to utilize any other City streets. In addition,

construction workers would be accommodated on site.

Other items regarding construction include:

e The Hilton Hotel is expected to remain in operation through the duratign of construction
activities;

¢ Haul trucks are assumed by the applicant to travel along Santa Monica Boulevard;
¢ Al construction material storage is expected to occur on site; and

¢ (Construction workers would be accommeodated on site.

According to the preliminary Construction Management Plan prepared by the inroject applicant, the
developer shall appoint a Community Liaison Officer (CLO) to respond to inquiries or concerns of
surrounding residents and businesses, as well as the general public. The CLO wi{I be Jocated on the site
during construction hours, with the name of the CLO and phone number conspicuously posted at the
construction site. The applicant shall provide the Beverly Hills Unified School District (BHUSD) and a
designated contact person at El Rodeo Elementary School with a construction schedule and shall notify
BHUSD and El Rodeo Elementary School of the start date of project construction. BHUSD and El Rodeo

School shall also be notified of any planned lane closures in the vicinity of the project during

construction.

Impact Sciences, Inc. 4.11-54 The Beverly Hilton Revitalization Plan Recirculated Draft EIR Sections
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4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

Haul routes for construction vehicles and haul trucks traveling to and from the site would be the 405
Freeway and Santa Monica Boulevard, which is a City designated truck route. Where necessary, flagmen
with communication devices shall be used to coordinate hauling activities, in particular, ingress and

egress on public streets.

Truck Traffic

As stated above, haul tru¢ks would travel along Santa Monica Boulevard and are not expected to use City
Streets. Although Santa Monica Boulevard is a major roadway used by trucks and other heavy vehicles
on a consistent basis, it is anticipated that the haul truck traffic associated with construction of the
proposed project could impact the adjacent roadway network in the following manner:

+ Santa Monica Boulevard is one of the most congested roadways in the City of Beveirly Hills and the
City of Los Angeles;

e There is no guarantee that truck traffic will not deviate from the designated routes and use other
roadways when traveling to and from the site; and

+  The number of trucks required to access the site during the excavation phase could be as many as 100
trucks per day.

Based on the above, the truck traffic from construction of the proposed project could Jead to temporary
but significant construction-related traffic impacts. With implementation of MM-TRAF-1 through
MM-TRAF 6, impacts on roadway facilities would be reduced to less than significant I¢vels.

Delivery and Staging of Material and Equipment

An additional source of construction traffic would occur from the transportation of materials and
equipment to and from the site. One example would be concrete, of which substantial quantities would
be required for the proposed parking garage and the buildings on site. Other materials could include
plumbing supplies, electrical fixtures, wood and steel framing, and even items used’[ in furnishing the new
hotel rooms, restaurant, and condominiums. These materials would have to be c}eﬁvered to and stored
on the site. It is anticipated that these deliveries would occur through variously sized vehicles inciuding

small delivery trucks to cement mixer trucks, and possibly 18-wheel trucks.

Additionally, construction equipment would have to be delivered to the site. This equipment could
include cranes, bulldozers, excavators, and other large items of machinery. It is anticipated that most of
the heavy equipment would be transported to the site on large trucks such as 18-wheelers or other similar

sized vehicles and would remain on site until the piece of equipment is no longer needed.
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4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

The influx of this material and equipment could create impacts on the adjacent roadway network based

on the following considerations:

» There may be intermittent periods when large numbers of material deliveries are required such as
when concrete trucks will be need for the parking garage and the buildings;

* Some of the materials and equipment could require the use of large trucks (18-wheelers) which can
create additional congestion on the adjacent roadways; and

» Delivery vehicles may need to queue temporarily on adjacent roadways such as Wilshire Boulevard,
Santa Monica Boulevard, and Merv Griffin Way as they enter onto and deliver their items to the
project site.

Once equipment and materials are delivered, they will be stored on site. Given the construction plan for
the site, it is anticipated that the site will be able to accommodate staging and storage areas for the
construction materials and equipment and impacts associated with staging and storage would be less
than significant. As stated above, delivery of material and equipment could create impacts on the

adjacent roadway network. Therefore, impacts associated with the delivery of material and equipment

would be significant.

Construction Worker Traffic

Construction workers would be driving to and from the site on a daily basis. While the precise munber
of workers is unknown at this time, the number is expected to vary from 50 to 200 per day during project

development. The number of vehicles associated with these workers could be estimated by applying the

following process:

e It is assumed that each worker would drive to and from the site daily at least once; therefore, there
would be two daily trips per worker.

* A small percentage of the workers may carpool or travel together. This proportion can be established
based on regional auto occupancy factors (1.25 persons per vehicle). '

»  Workers would travel to and from the site in the morning (7:00 AM to 9:00 AM) and afternoon peak
hours {4:00 PM to 6:00 PM). Construction workers are not all likely to arrive at the construction site
within the same hour nor would they leave the site at the same time. It was assumed that no more
than half of the drivers would arrive during a single peak hour in either the morning or afternoon.
Typically, many construction workers arrive at the site outside of the peak hours with many arriving
at the site prior to 7:00 AM and leaving the site before 4:00 PM. Therefore, the estimates of peak hour
traffic are likely to be conservative.

Using the maximum number of construction workers, 200, it was anticipated that the number of

construction worker trips would be as follows:
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* 160 daily trips; and

* 80 peak-hour trips, one hour in the momning and afterncon peak periods.

With the assumptions above, the number of worker trips is expected to be less than the total peak hour
frip generation associated with operations at the site, following buildout of the project. As with operation
of the proposed project, the total number of construction worker trips is not anticipated to significantly
impact any of the study intersections. Therefore, construction worker trips would result in a less than

significant impact on roadway facilities.
Construction Worker Parking

The project applicant will provide construction worker parking on the project site during all phases of
construction, except during construction of the underground parking garages. During the project
demolition and excavation phases, construction workers will park on those areas of the site that are not
actively undergoing demolition or excavation. During the final construction phases, after the parking
garage is completed, there will be sufficient parking for construction workers on site. Additionally,

construction traffic would be controlled in accordance with City standards contained in the Beverly Hills

Municipal Code.

It is possible that some of the construction worker parking could spill over into adjacent areas, such as
residenitial areas along Whittier Boulevard. Workers may park in these areas because they find the
off-site parking arrangement cumbersome and want to park at a location closer to the site. Therefore, this
impact is considered potentially significant. With implementation of MM-TRAF-1 through MM-TRAF 6,

impacts on roadway facilities would be reduced to less than significant levels.

Alternative Transportation

The following significance criterion was applied to determine whether the project would disrupt existing

transit services or facilities:

TRAF-12  An impact is considered significant for alternative forms of iransportation, if the proposed project
would conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs supporting alternative transportation.

Existing Transit Service

Presently transit service is available along the existing project frontage on both Wilshire Boulevard and
Santa Monica Boulevard. The potential disruptions to existing fransit service would occur with the
addition of any driveways and traffic control devices. The project would add one driveway along

Wilshire Boulevard and two driveways along Santa Monica Boulevard. Two of these driveways would
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operate as right-infright-out and would provide little disruption to the existing transit vehicles.
Additionally, the project trips would be distributed between these driveways, which provide only
secondary access to the site. Therefore, the proposed driveways alohg Wilshire Boulevard and Santa

Monica Boulevard would not disrupt transit services or facilities.

Another potential disruption would be the new traffic signal at Santa Monica Boulevard and Merv Griffin
Way. Currently, this intersection operates under side-sireet stop sign control; consequently the transit
vehicles on Santa Monica Boulevard are not required to stop with the current traffic control system. The
Beverly Hilton Revitalization Plan project, in conjunction with the 9900 Wilshire project, will be installing
a traffic signal at this intersection. Itis anticipated that there would be some delay at this intersection for
transit vehicles, but this delay would be minimal as a majority of the signal cycle would be allocated to
Santa Monica Boulevard to facilitate movement of traffic on the major street. It was bstimated that no
more than 20 percent of the total signal green time would be allocated to Merv Griffin Way with the
remaining signal green time would use allocated to Santa Monica Boulevard. Additionally, installation of
the new traffic signal would increase the safety at the intersection for vehicles turning left or right from
Merv Griffin Way on to Santa Monica Boulevard and for vehicles traveling on Santa Monica Boulevard.
Therefore, the proposed traffic signal at the Santa Monica Boulevard and Merv Griffin Way intersection
would not significantly disrupt transit operations. Based on the considerations above, the proposed

project roadway improvements would have a less than significant impact on transit operations and no

mitigation would be required.

Future Transit Service

Based on available information, there are few planned transit improvements within the study area except
for some general proposals related to heavy rail projects. According to a document for the City of

Beverly Hills General Plan Update, Circulation Element White Paper #1:

With the except of the current and proposed Metro Rapid buses on Wilshire, Santa Monica, and,
Beverly Boulevards, no major regional public transit service expansion is likely tofbe implemented
in the near future for Beverly Hills. The proposed Exposition Light Rail Transit (LRT) line from
downtown Los Angeles to Culver City (and ultimately Santa Monica) will have %fttle direct effect
on the Beverly Hills area. Recent pronouncements by Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa
and Los Angeles County Supervisor Zev Yaralovsky regarding extending the Metro Red Line
subway to Wilshire Boulevard at Western Avenue to the coast in Santa Monica are positive but
that is likely more than a decade away at the earliest. Notwithstanding this relatively long time
frame for implementing light and heavy rail transit, it is in the Cily’s best interest to continue to
support implementation of a viable, integrated regional public transit system building up the
support expressed through adoption of the Westside Mobility Study. Now is the time for the City
to formulate policy and strategies geared towards immediate and long-range support for the
timing and alignment of heavy rail projects that best serve the City’s interest.
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Since this White Paper was completed, the MTA initiated Metro Rapid Service on Wilshire Boulevard.
Therefore, there are no other forthcoming major transit improvements in the study area and the proposed

project would have a less than significant impact on future transit service in the project area.

Adopted Transit System Plans, Guidelines, Polices or Standards

Since the City of Beverly Hills does not provide its own transit service, policy documents preparad by
other transit planning agencies in the study area were utilized in this analysis, induding MTA. The 2003
Los Angeles County Short-Range Transportation Plan published by MTA provides for one goal, which is
furthered by development of the project site. This goal states:

Implement Mechanisms tg Link Growth with Transportation. The Mobility 21 Coalition for Los
Angeles County will work to form public/private partnerships that can implement programs that
provide meaningful incentives fo better link land use and transportation planning.

By' providing high-density housing with supporting land uses in an urban area with nearby transit
service, including several bus lines (both regular service and Metro Rapid), this project can be viewed as
furthering this MTA goal. Transit agencies are traditionally supportive of higher density housing,
particularly when it is located proximate to existing transit service, as is this site. Therefore, the project’s

impact under adopted transit system plans, guidelines, policies, or standards is less than significant and

no mitigation is required.
Capacity of Transit Facilities

Two factors were considered in determining the adequacy of public fransit capacity:

¢  What is the likely transit demand created by the site?

* What is the residual capacity of services that would likely be used by persons traveling to/from the
site?

If the likely transit demand exceeds capacity, then a significant impact would occur. The demand for

fransit service can be estimated using a variety of methods, including:

o City of Beverly Hills percentage of persons taking transit (based on Census Journey to Work data) - 3
percent

¢ City of Los Angeles percentage of persons taking transit (based on Census Journey to Work data) - 10
percent '

¢+ MTA Congestion Management Plan guidelines - 3.5 percent
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Using these factors to establish a range, it was concluded that the number of project-related transit trips
would be approximately 10 to 20 persons during a 1-hour period. While line specific capacities are not
available, it can be estimated that the number of buses passing by the project site are between 50 and 60
buses during peak hours. Since the project would generate less than one transit trip for every three buses,

it is anticipated that the project’s impact on transit capacity would be less than significant and no

mitigation would be required.
Existing Bicycle Facilities

The Open Space Element of the City of Beverly Hills General Plan, which was adopted February 1, 1977,
included a Bikeway Sub-Element. The Sub-Element proposed a 22-mile bikeway system designed to
connect school, parks, and other public or semi-public facilities with residential neighborhoods. The
Sub-Element stated that the bikeway system would have to be developed within the constraints of a fully
developed City which was planned for pedestrian and automotive travel and made no provision for a
third form of transportation whose requirements are different than the other two. The Bikeway
Sub-Element determined that in order to implement the bikeway program certain compromises and
tradeoffs would be required, and even with that in place would still be a difficult program to implement.? _
As indicated on Map 3 of the Bikeway Sub-Element, no bike paths or routes are proposed along the
project frontages. '

There are currently no established bicycle paths in the City of Beverly Hills based onconcerns for safety
on the City’s congested roadways. The City of West Hollywood has a bicycle path along Santa Monica
Boulevard to the southeast of the Beverly Hills City limits, as will the Santa Monica Boulevard Transit

Parkway in Los Angeles west of the City limits when it is completed.?

Given that there are no existing bicycle facilities adjacent to the project site, the proposed project would
not disrupt existing bicycle facilities. Therefore, the proposed project would have a less than significant

1

impact on existing bicycle facilities and no mitigation measures are required. /
Adopted Bicycle System Plans, Guidelines, Policies or Standards !

Currently, there are no planned bicycle facilities along the project frontages. As a result, the proposed

project would not interfere with planned bicycle facilities and impacts are less than significant.

2 City of Beverly Hills, Department of City Flanning, City of Beverly Hills General Plan, Open Space Element,

adopted February 1, 1977, pg. 34 through 37.
3 EIP Associates, City of Beverly Hills General Plan Update Technical Background Report, October 2005, p.3-38.
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Adopted Bicycle System Plans, Guidelines, Policies or Standards '

Given that there are no existing or planned bicycle facilities along the project frontage, the proposed
project would not conflict with adopted bicycle systems, plans, guidelines, policies, or other standards.

As a result, the proposed project would have no impact on adopted bicycle systems, plans, guidelines,

policies, or other standards.

Pedestrian Facilities

The traffic study analyzed project-related impacts on the pedestrian network in the study area, which
included disruptions on existing facilities, interference with planned facilities, and conflicts with adopted
plans, guidelines, policies, or standards relating to pedestxrians. g
TRAF-13  An impact is considered significant for pedestrian facilities, if the proposed project would disrupt
existing pedestrian facilities. This can include adding new vehicular, pedestrian or bicycle traffic to an
area experiencing pedestrian safety concerns such as an adjacent crosswalk or school, particularly if the

added traffic reduces the number of pedesirian acceptable gaps at un-signalized crossings or cause
queues to spillback through pedestrian crossings.

The project site plan proposes to maintain the existing sidewalks along the project frontage on Santa
Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard. The project would add additional driveways along both
project frontages; however, it was determined that the project trips would be distribyted between these
driveways with less than one vehicle per driveway per minute. Given that the jumber of vehicles
utilizing the project driveways would be minimal, it is not anticipated that the vehicles would disrupt

pedestrian facilities. As a result, impacts on pedestrian facilities would be less than significant and no

mitigation is required.

TRAF-14  An impact is considered significant for pedestrian facilities, if the proposed project would interfere with
planned pedestrian facilities. In existing and/or planned urbanized areas, main streets, or pedestrian
districts, this can include impacts to the quality of the walking environment. |

\
£}

The Circulation Element of the City’s General Plan proposed a pedestrian system s?nd pedestrian amenity
concept plan for the Business Triangle in order to develop a more pleasant, safer environment for
pedestrians and to lessen walking distances between parking facilities and destination The proposed
project is not located in the Business Triangle and as proposed, the project would not interfere with
planned pedestrian facilities. Currently, there are no adopted plans to add pedestrian facilities along the
project frontage. However, the proposed project includes features that would improve the quality of the

walking environment. The proposed project would develop a series of gardens throughout the project

4 City of Beverly Hills, Department of City Planning, City of Beverly Hills General Plan, Circulation Element,
adopted September 6, 1977, pg. 26.
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site. New sculpture gardens are proposed adjacent to all new buildings and subtropical gardens are
proposed between the Wilshire Tower and Residence A. Amenities to be included in the gardens include
paved walkways, seating areas, a variety of plant materials, water features (i.e., fountains and ponds),
and lighting. The eastern tip of the project site, at the intersection of Wilshire and Santa Monica
Boulevards, is proposed as the site of an art terrace and public sculpture. All landscaped areas at the
ground level will be available to hotel guests, visitors, residents, and the public, subject to reasonable
security measures. The proposed gardens and art terrace would improve the quality of the walking

environment. Therefore, the project would not interfere with existing or planned pedestrian facilities and

impacts are less than significant.

TRAF-15  An impact is considered significant for pedestrian facilities, if the proposed project would conflict with
or create inconsistencies with adopted pedestrian system plans, guidelines, policies, or standards.

Currently, there are no adopted plans to add pedestrian faciliies along the project frontage. To
determine policies and guidelines regarding pedestrian travel, the City of Beverly Hills General Plan Update

Technical Background Report was consulted, which states:

The City of Beverly Hills actively promotes walking as a viable means of transporiation...The
City’s pedestrian facilities include sidewalks, stairs, pedestrian promenades, and paths in the
City's parks. These facilities are a critical component of the overall circulation system, as nearly
every Erip begins or ends on foot, regardless of any other travel modes that may be used. While not
all irips utilize public pedestrian facilities, they are essential in allowing safe and orderly
movement of pedestrians through the City’s public spaces.

Based on the statements above, it can be concluded that the City of Beverly Hills has a desire to maintain
pedestrian facilities and encourage walking as a travel model. The project would maintain the existing
pedestrian facilities on Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard and would also provide public
access into the gardens and art terrace on site. As a result, the project would not conflict with or create

inconsistencies with adopted pedestrian system plans, guidelines, policies, or standards and impacts
would be less than significant.

Off-Site Hazard

TRAF-16  An impact is considered significant for project sile access and on-site circulation, if the proposed

project would design on-site circulation or access aress that fail to meet City standard design
guidelines.

The following items were considered when evaluating on-site circulation and access:
¢ Are all areas of the site accessible from each other?

» Do the designs of the roadway features meet or exceed accepted standards?
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¢ Does the project provide sufficient on-site traffic control devices?

* Does the project provide adequate access for emergency vehicles?
¢ Does the project provide sufficient pedestrian on-site connectivity?
» Isthe driveway spacing appropriate?

e Is the traffic signal spacing adequate?

+ Is there adequate sight distance at the project driveway?

Intra-Site Accessibility

The project proposes buildings constructed above two multi-story subterranean parking structures. The
project has a high level of internal accessibility to both pedestrians and vehicles. Persons accessing the
site in vehicles will be able to park in the parking garage underneath the structures and then walk to their
finlal destination. While there will be multiple entrances to the parking garage, all areas of the garage are
proposed to connect. In addition to accessibility through the underground parking structure, pedestrians
can circulate around the buildings at ground level through a variety of pedestrian pathways, roadways,

and sidewalks. Therefore, the intra-site accessibility is adequate and impacts would be less than

significant.
Roadway Feature Design

As mentioned above, the project does not propose the construction of any new public roadways;
however, as part of the proposed project a portion of Santa Monica Boulevard would be reconstructed.
The proposed reconstruction would comply with all applicable roadway design standards related to lane
widths and sidewalk widths. For purposes of site access review, the following elements of project design

were evaluated:
s  Project driveway width; and

s Curb radii.

The project driveways will have a width of 20 feet, which meets City Standards. The following driveway
specifications are provided in the City of Beverly Hills Municipal Code, Section 8-4-4:

Width: The maximum width of any residential driveway approach shall not exceed twenty feet
(20°), and the maximum width of two (2) adjacent residential driveway approaches which are
combined shall not exceed fwenty-six feet (26°). The maximum width of any commercial driveway
approach shall not exceed forty feet (40°). The minimum width of any driveway approach shall
not be less than sixteen feet (16°). The transportation/engineering official may approve driveway
approaches which vary from the widths designated herein to accommodate existing topography, or
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non-removable objects, such as buildings, walls, trees, or natural rock outcroppings. Driveway
approach widths shall be the transition disiance, measured along the curb, from the full height
curb on one side to on the opposite side.

The proposed driveway widths are as follows:

* The Waldorf Astoria Hotel entry and exit driveway along the south side of Wilshire Boulevard would
have a width of approximately 26 feet;

° The main project driveway, located on Merv Griffin Way, would provide main entrance to the hotel
and provide main access to the underground garage. This driveway, approximately 22 feet wide for
ingress and 22 feet wide for egress, would operate as full access with all movements permitted;

¢ Each new luxury condominium building would have a full access driveway on Merv Griffin Way.

Each driveway would be approximately 22 feet wide, providing residential ingress and egress along
Merv Griffin Way; l

* The luxury condominiums on the southwest comer of the site would have a second driveway on
Santa Monica Boulevard, approximately 32 feet in width;

» The remaining driveway on Santa Monica Boulevard would provide access to The Waldorf Astoria
Hotel. This driveway, approximately 28 feet in width, would operate as right-in/right-out with left
furns;

s There are also two service driveways on Santa Monica Boulevard, which would be used by delivery
vehicles traveling to the service area located along the southern side of The Bevdrly Hilton. These
driveways would be 31 feet and 40 feet in width.

Based on the project site plan the driveways located along Santa Monica Boulevard, Wilshire Boulevard,
and Merv Griffin Way were classified as commercial driveways instead of residential because they would
be utilized by residents of the condominiums, hotel guests, and delivery vehicles. These driveways
would range in width from 22 feet to 40 feet, which are in compliance with City design standards. The
traffic study’s review of driveway widths did not consider the main driveway along Merv Griffin Way,
which has two 22-foot approaches for two lanes of traffic in each direction as thris roadway functions

more as an infersection than a driveway. Therefore, all project driveways are in acJordance with industry
and City standards. I

Curb radii at each of the project driveways was also evaluated. Based on the latest site plan, all of the

project driveways have adequate curb radii. Therefore, this impact is less than significant.

Internal Traffic Control Devices

The site plans of the parking garage indicate that there will be some internal traffic control devices at the

exits to the parking garage. In particular, there are several locations where stop lines are noted.
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However, there are no notations on the current site plan related to any internal traffic control devices
within the project site, either at the project entrances or exits. Because of the absence of internal traffic
control devices, impacts on on-site circulation would be significant. With implementation of

MM-TRAE-7, this impact would be reduced to a less than significant level.

Emergency Vehicle Access

The project has a high level of accessibility for emergency vehicles, both from a regional and a site
perspective. Both Wilshire Boulevard and Santa Monica Boulevard provide direct routes to the project
site for emergency vehicles. Once emergency vehicles have reached the site, they can access the on-site
structures through Merv Griffin Way, Wilshire Boulevard, or Santa Monica Boulevard. Smaller

emergency vehicles, such as police cars and ambulances, would be able to access the subterranean

parking structure as necessary.

On-Site and Off-Site Pedestrian Connections

The project would provide pedestrian connections both within the development and to external locations.
The project would maintain sidewalks on the two public streets that border the project, Wilshire .
Boulevard and Santa Monica Boulevard. A sidewalk is also provided on Merv Griffin Way. Within the
development, the components of the project are connected through pedestrian walkways. For example, a
person living in the condominium component would be able to walk to the hotel and frestaurant uses on
site via a sidewalk. Therefore, the project would provide accessible and safe pedestrian connections

between buildings and to adjacent streets and transit facilities, and impacts would be less than significant.
Driveway Spacing

Section 8-4-4 of the City of Beverly Hills Municipal Code sets minimum driveway spacing at 28 feet. The
two closest driveways, which are located along Santa Monica Boulevard, are approXimately 40 feet apart.
The project site plan indicates that all of the driveways will meet this minimum reﬁuirement. Therefore,

impacts are less than significant with respect to driveway spacing. /

Traffic Signal Spacing

A general tule for signals is that they should be spaced approximately 800 to 1000 feet from each cther
under optimum conditions. The only traffic signal proposed by the project would be located at the
intersection of Santa Monica Boulevard and Merv Griffin Way. This signal is located at least 800 feet
from the adjacent signals on Santa Monica Boulevard. Additionally, the signal is more than 800 feet from

the adjacent signal at Merv Griffin Way and Wilshire Boulevard. Therefore, the proposed traffic signal is
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v

adequately spaced in relation to adjacent signals. Therefore, impacts associated with traffic signal

spacing would be less than significant and no mitigation is required.

Sight Distance

Project site access and cin.;u]ation were reviewed together with sight distance at the driveways.
Appropriate driveway sight distance ensures that vehicles exiting the project site have an uncbstructed
view of oncoming traffic. The corner sight distance standard was applied to determine whether there
would be sufficient sight distance at the project driveways. This standard is provided by Table 405.1A in
the California Department of Transportation Highway Design Manual. According to this table, a sight
distance of 500 feet should be provided at all project driveways. It was determined that adequate sight
distance would be provided at all project driveways. Based on the considerations above, the proposed
project would result in a significant impact on on-site circulation and access due to the lack of on-site

traffic controls indicated on the site plan. All other project site access and on-site circulation impacts

would be less than significant.

TRAF-17  An impact is considered significant if the proposed project would fail to provide adequate accessibility
for service and delivery trucks on site, including access to truck loading areas.

Four separate loading and delivery activities would be associated with the project operations. These
activities would include: (1) moving trucks and other large delivery trucks delivering items to the
condominiums; (2) delivery trucks of various sizes providing items to the hotel and restaurant uses; (3)

trash pick-ups; and (4} delivery trucks such as Fed Ex, UPS, etc., making deliveries to the residences.

Review of the project site plan led to the determination that the project provides adequate delivery areas

for all four of these potential types of delivery vehicles. Each specific loading area is described in further

detail below.

Each condominium would have its own access for delivery trucks. For the Residence B building, delivery
vehicles would park in staging area provided adjacent to Santa Monica Boulevard. It is expected that
these vehicles would offload their materials here and deliver the jtems into the building. These larger

delivery vehicles would not be able to take direct access to this condominium building.

Larger delivery vehicles would have to access Residence A building from a designated loading zone
along Merv Griffin Way. This loading zone would extend 100 feet north of the driveway for this

building. The provided loading zone is approximately 10 feet wide, which would be able to

accommodate larger delivery vehicles,
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Each condominium buildiﬁg would also have a circular driveway. These driveways are too small to be
used by these larger trucks and it is not anticipate that larger delivery vehicles would attempt to access
these locations. It is likely that there will be intermittent deliveries to the residences. These deliveries
would include FedEx trucks, UPS trucks, mail trucks, and other similar vehicles. It is anticipated that
these vehicles would park in the circular driveways adjacent to the residences. The driveways have

sufficient space to accommodate one or more of these delivery vehicles at a time.

Hotels of all types require daily deliveries of various items including foods, beverages, linens, paper
products, flowers, and other items needed to support operations. It is anticipated that these deliveries
would arrive in panel trucks and other similarly-sized vehicles. The project site plan designates a service
area off Santa Monica Boulevard that would receive these deliveries. From this service area, vehicles
would travel down to the first level of the parking garage and utilize a loading dock in this level. This
loading dock is able to handle up to two large trucks simultaneously. If more than two vehicles arrive
simultaneously, there is sufficient space within the service area to accommodate several additional trucks.
This loading and service areas would serve both The Beverly Hilton and The Waldorf Astoria Hotel since

it is likely that most delivery items would be shared by the hotels. Deliveries to the restaurant would also

occur at this location.

There are two designated loading and delivery driveways adjacent to this service area. It is anticipated
that vehicles would enter by these driveways and then exit at the same locations. Vehicles can also exit at

the westernmost driveway along Santa Monica Boulevard.

Trash pick-ups for all uses would occur in the service area located off of Santa Monica Boulevard.
Vehicles would enter via the service driveway, pick up trash, and then exit. Trash vehicles would not

need to enter the parking garages as there are no designated trash pick-up areas within the parking areas.

Given the project design associated with delivery and service access strategy, the project site plan
provides adequate accessibility and facilities for service and delivery vehicles. - Therefore, the project

impact is less than significant and no mitigation is required.
Project Parking

TRAF-18  An impact is considered significant for project parking, if the proposed project would design parking
areas that fail to meet City standard design guidelines; or

TRAF-18  An impact is considered significant for project parking, 1_f the proposed project would fail o provide a
sufficient quantity of on-site parking for vehicles; or

TRAF-20  An impact is considered significant for project parking, if the proposed project would increase off-site
parking above that which is provided in the immediate project area.
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Parking Area Design

The Section 10-3-2730.2 of the Beverly Hills Municipal Code has established a variety of design guidelines

related to parking facilities. These guidelines include regulations for the following items:
¢ Parking area setback

s Protective devices

¢ Surfacing

o Lighting

The City also maintains separate requirements relating to the design of parking spaces separately from
the Municipal Code. !

A review of the Municipal Code guidelines and other City requirements has indicated the following:

¢ The City requires a minimum setback of at least 5 feet from all streets except Wilshire Boulevard,
where a 10-foot setback is required. This minimum setback would be met.

* The City requires an opaque wall or hedge around parking facilities as a protective or screening

device. In this instance, the project parking facilities are located underground and ’d"us requirement is
met.

e The City requires that parking areas be constructed of either asphalt or conctete. The parking
facilities for the project would be provided in two underground parking garagg constructed using
concrete. Therefore, this requirement would be met.

» The City requires that lighting for parking facilities be arranged to direct the lighting into the parking
area. As the parking facilities would be located underground, all parking garage lighting would be
directed into the parking areas as required by the City’s Municipal Code.

¢ The design of the parking spaces themselves is consistent with City requirements.

[
1

Based on the information above, the design of the parking facilities is in lompliance with City

/

standardized design guidelines and impacts would be less than significant.

On-Site Parking

The proposed parking supply was compared to standardized parking demand requirements and the City
of Beverly Hills Municipal Code based on the incremental development associated with the site. The code

specifies the following parking ratios for residential developments:

¢ Two and one-half parking spaces for units with two bedrooms;
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¢  Three parking spaces for units with three or four bedrooms;
»  Four parking spaces for units with five or more bedrooms; and

¢ One permanent guest parking space for every four dwelling units.

It was assumed that the parking demand for the hotel component of the project would stay the same as
the Beverly Hilton Hotel, even though the number of hotel guestrooms is being reduced by 47 rooms
compared to existing conditions. The parking demand is determined for the restaurant and residential
component only. The parking supply represents the additional spaces added to the site, above the 818
spaces currently provided. These estimates are conservative based on the following items:

» The Hotel currently provides parking at 1.4 spaces per room, which exceeds the City’s requirement of
1 space per room; and

* The number of Hotel rooms would decrease by 47 rooms compared to existing conditions.

The City Code requires that the project provide 522 spaces for the restaurant and residential land uses, as
shown in Table 4.11-12, below.

Table 4.11-12
Municipal Code Parking Requirements

ANy Code Requiremen paces

Residential

Two Bedroom 21 units 2.5 spacesfunit 53 spaces

Three Bedroom 93 units 3 spacesfunit 279 spaces

Four Bedroom 6 units 3 spaces/unit 18 spaces

Visitors - 0.25 spaces/unit 30 spaces

Resjdential Sub-Total 252 units 380 spaces
Restaurant

Dining Area 8.0 KSF 1 spacef45 square feet 178 spaces

Back-of-house 4.0 KSF 1 space/350 square feet | 11 spaces
Restaurant sub-Total 12.0 KSF 189 spaces
Total Incremental Parking Requirement 569 spaces
Credit for existing parking at Trader Vic's - 55 spaces
Total Incremental Parking Provided 604 spaces
Surplus Parking, + 90 spaces

Source: Fehr & Peers, 2007; City of Beverly Hills Municipal Code Section 10-3-2730.
Notes: KSF = thousand square feet.
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The likely parking demand for the residential and restaurant land uses was estimated based on empirical
data collected at several projects within the study area, as shown in Table 4.11-13, Parking Demand

Estimates. From these parking counts, the following was determined:

» The average parking demand for a residential condominium project is approximately two spaces per
unit, based on counts taken at several of the residential projects where trip generation counts were
also collected.

e Parking demand for the restaurant was estimated based on data collected at several similar
restaurants where trip generation counts were taken. This data was obtained by contacting each
restaurant and asking how many cars were parked in the valet lot on the most recent Friday and
Saturday nights, since only valet parking is allowed. From these restaurants, it was determined that
the demand for valet parking is approximately 18 spaces/1,000 square feet.

Table 4.11-13
Parking Demand Estimates

surLand:U Al Dex £ Required;
Residential 2 spacesfunit 240 spaces
Restaurant 12.0 KSF | 18 spaces/1,000 square feet | 216 spaces
Total Incremental Demand 456 spaces
Credit for existing parking at Trader Vic's -55 spaces -
Total Incremental Parking Supply 604 spaces ’
Surpius Parking +203 spaces I

Source: Fehr & Peers, 2007.
Notes: KSF = thousand square feef.

Parking for the proposed project would be provided within two subterranean parking garages on site. A
four-level subterranean parking structure and a three-level subterranean parking structure are proposed
and would provide a total of 1,422 parking spaces. In total, 818 of these spaces are existing spaces and
would be replaced as part of the project for use by The Beverly Hilton Hotel and \?Jaldorf Astoria Hotel,
An additional 604 spaces would be constructed and provided for the residential and restaurant land uses.
As shown in the table above, the project’s residential and restaurant parking requirement is estimated to
be 569 spaces and the demand is estimated to be 456 spaces, not taking into account credit for the existing
parking at Trader Vic's. As indicated above, the project’s parking requirement and demand are less than
the 604 additional spaces provided by the project. Given that the project’s parking supply exceeds both
the municipal code requirements and the demand estimates, project’s parking supply is sufficient and
would not increase off-site parking demand above that which is provided in the immediate project area.

Therefore, parking impacts associated with the proposed project are less than significant.
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Secondary Parking Impacts '

The traffic study also considered whether development of the project site could impact parking
operations on aajacent streets or adjacent properties. Based on field visits to the site, which occurred
throughout 2006, few, if any, vehicles were observed parking on the adjacent property or on the streets
traveling to the hotel. The only time a notable number of vehicles were observed parking off site was
during the Golden Globes. The traffic study concluded that parking for the hotel adequately meets
demand; therefore the proposed redevelopment of the site would not create demand for off-site parking

facilities. No mitigation is required.

TRAF-21  An impact is considered significant for visk of off-site infersection collisions, if the proposed project
would change off-site infersection location, geometrics, or traffic control devices, resulting in
obstructed sight distance, over-reduced lane width, removal of exclusive left-turn br right-turn lanes,
unsafe timing and phasing designs, or other safety deficiencies.

The project would either be constructing or contributing its “fair share” to several improvements at

variouslocations within the study area including:

* Reconstruction of the intersection at Wilshire Boulevard and Merv Griffin Way to provide a
northbound left-turn, through, and right-turn lane;

¢ Signalization of the intersection at Santa Monica Boulevard and Merv Griffin Way;,

» Sole responsibility for reconstructing of the Wilshire Boulevard eastbound approach of the Santa
Monica Boulevard/Wilshire Boulevard intersection to provide two left-turn lanes, three through
lanes, and a right-turn only lane; and

¢ Addition of a third lane along Santa Monica Boulevard along the frontage of both the 9900 Wilshire
and Beverly Hilton properties.

Each of these improvements is consistent with general engineering design principles. At the Wilshire
Boulevard and Merv Griffin Way intersection, the additional lane would be accom;nod'ated by widening
the roadway and adequate Jane widths would be provided. The new traffic slgna] at Santa Monica
Boulevard and Merv Griffin Way would improve intersection operations and would provide a higher
level of safety for vehicles turning into and out of Merv Griffin Way. The capacity improvements along
Wilshire Boulevard and Santa Monica Boulevard comply with standard roadway design criteria.
Therefore, off-site roadway improvements associated with the proposed project would not result in
obstructed sight distance, overly narrow lane width, the removal of exclusive left-turn or right-turn lanes,
unsafe timing and phasing designs, or other safety deficiencies. As a result, project impacts would be less

than significant,
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TRAF-22  An impact is considered significant for risk of off-site intersection collision, if the proposed project
increases conflicting traffic at intersections where the accident rate exceeds the statewide average; or

TRAF-23  An impact is considered significant for risk of off-site intersection collision, if the proposed project

increases the number of pedestrians or bicyclists crossing at intersections where pedestrian/bicyclist-
related traffic collisions already exist.

Intersections Where Accident Rate Exceeds Statewide Average

As stated above, the following five intersections have a reported accident rate exceeding the statewide

average:

s N.Santa Monica Boulevard /Wilshire Boulevard;

»

S. Santa Monica Boulevard /Beverly Drive;

S. Santa Monica Boulevard /Wilshire Boulevard;

Wilshire Boulevard/Merv Griffin Way; and

Sunset Boulevard/Whittier Drive.

Based on the analysis of the cumulative conditions, it was concluded that the project’s increase in
vehicular traffic would be less than 1 percent of the total volume at all of these intersections. Given that
the project’s trip increase is less than 1 percent of the total volume at the intersections, impacts at

intersections where the accident rate exceeds the statewide average would be less than significant.

Intersections with Previous Pedestrian/Bicycle Accidents

The intersection of S. Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard is the only study intersection that
experienced more than five pedestrian/bicycle accidents in the past 3 years. The project’s increase in
vehicular traffic is less than 1 percent at this location; therefore, the impact associated with pedestrian

and/or bicycle accidents with vehicles would be less than significant.

4.11.7 PROJECT MITIGATION MEASURES

The following mitigation measures were identified to reduce traffic impacts associated with the

construction of the proposed project, to the maximum extent feasible:

MM-TRAF-1  An Environmental Monitor shall be retained that will be responsible for monitoring
compliance with the mitigation measures in the adopted Mitigation Monitoring Program.
The developer shall deposit funds sufficient o pay for the Environmental Monitor who

will be hired by and work for the City.

Impnct Sciences, Inc. 4,11-72  The Beverly Hilton Revitalization Plan Recirculated Draft EIR Sections
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MM-TRAEF-2

MM-TRAE-3

MM-TRAF-4

MM-TRAF-5

Impaet Seiences, Inc.
713-03

4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

The Environmental Monitor shall proactively inform the public of the ongoing project
progress and exceptions to the expected plans. The Environmental Monitor shall also
respond to requests for information and assistance when impacts raise special concerns

by members of the public.

A contact person shall be assigned and a hotline rumber shall be published on

construction signage placed along the boundary of the project site to address day-to-day

issues.

The Developer and Environmental Monitor shall each provide monthly project updates
to the City.

The Developer shall revise and finalize the Draft Construction Traffic Management plan
to minimize traffic flow interference from construction activities. The Final Construction
Traffic Management Plan shall be submitted to the City and shall include plans to

accomplish the following:

¢ Maintain existing access for land uses in proximity of the project site during project
construction;

» Schedule deliveries and pick-ups of construction materials to non-peak travel
periods, to the maximum extent feasible;

» Coordinate haul trucks, deliveries and pick-ups to reduce the potential of frucks
waiting to load or unload for protracted periods of time;

* Minimize obstruction of through-traffic lanes on Wilshire Boulevard and Santa
Monica Boulevard;

+ Construction equipment traffic from the contractors shall be controlled by flagmen;

* Identify designated transport routes for heavy trucks and haul trucks which shall be
used over the duration of the proposed project;

¢ Schedule vehicle movements to ensure that there are no vehicles waiting off site and
impeding public traffic flow on the surrounding streets;

o Establish requirements for loading/unloading and storage of materials on the
project site, where parking spaces would be encumbered, length of time traffic
travel lanes can be encumbered, sidewalk closings or pedestrian diversions to
ensure the safety of the pedestrian and access to local businesses;

* Coordinate with adjacent businesses and emergency service providers to ensure
adequate access exists to the project site and neighboring businesses; and

411-73 The Beverly Hillon Revitalization Plan Recirculated Draft EIR Sections
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Prohibit parking for construction workers except on the project site and Emy
designated off-site parking locations, These off-site locations will require the
approval of the City of Beverly Hills. These off-site parking locations can not
include any parking garage in the City of Beverly Hills or any residential streets

including Whittier Drive and those streets which connect to Whittier Drive.

The Final Construction Traffic Management Plan shall be submitted and approved by
the City mo later 30 days prior to commencement of construction.

The Developer shall submit a Construction Workers’ Parking Plan identifying parking
locations for construction workers. To the maximum extent feasible, all worker parking
shall be accommodated on the project site. During demolition and construction activities
when construction worker parking cannot be accommodated on the project site, the Plan
shall identify alternate parking locations for construction workers and specify the
method of transportation to and from the project site for approval by the City 30 days
prior to commencement of construction. The Construction Workers Parking Plan must
include appropriate measures to ensure that the parking location requirements for
construction workers will be strictly enforced. These include but are not limited to the

following measures:

All construction contractors shall be provided with written infopmation on where
their workers and their subcontractors are permitted to park pnd provide clear
consequences to violators for failure to follow these regulations! This information
will clearly state that no parking is permitted on residential streets north of Wilshire
or in public parking structures;

No parking for construction workers shall be permitted within 500 feet of the
nearest point of the project site except within designated areas. The contractor shall
be responsible for informing subcontractors and construction workers of this
requirement, and if necessary, for hiring a security guard to énforce these parking
provisions. The contractor shall be responsible for all ?osts associated with
enforcement of this mitigation measure; and )

In lieu of the above, the project applicant/construction contractor has the option of
phasing demolition and construction activities such that all construction worker
parking can be accommodated on the project site throughout the entire duration of
demolition, excavation, and construction activities.

The following mitigation measures were identified to reduce traffic impacts associated with the operation

of the proposed project, to the maximum extent feasible:

Impact Sciences, Inc.
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MM-TRAF-7 The project applicant shall revise the project site plan to indicate on-site traffic control
planned for the project. At a minimurm, all traffic control devices should be placed at

. all project exits onto Wilshire Boulevard, Santa Monica Boulevard, and Merv Griffin
Way.

4.11.8 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS

Construction Impacts

The following cumulative analysis evaluates the impact of construction of the project and related projects
in the cities of Beverly Hills, Los Angeles, and West Hollywood on traffic and circulation. These related
projects are identified in Section 4.0, Environmental Impact Analysis. The closest re]a’fed project to the
proposed project would be the 9900 Wilshire project, which is located directly adjacent to the project site
to the west. Most of the remaining related projects are a sufficient distance to reduce the potential for
construction-related traffic at any one Jocation from having an effect elsewhere. Construction phases of

the 9900 Wilshire project are anticipated to overlap with construction phases of The Beverly Iiilfon

Revitalization Plan project.

Truck Traffic

Due to the proximity of the two projects, this construction overlap would result in an increase in truck
traffic on surrounding roadways, which could potentially cause traffic disruptions. Although haul trucks
would travel to the site along a City designated truck route, Santa Monica Boulevard, truck traffic from
both projects could still have a potentially significant impact on the adjacent roadway network. In
addition, trucks entering and exiting the two sites could result in traffic disruptions on roadways adjacent

to the sites. Based on the above and the proximity of the two projects, construction-related traffic impacts

would be cumulatively significant.
!

Delivery and Staging of Material and Equipment |
/

An additional source of project construction traffic would occur from the transportation of materials and
equipment to and from the site. These materials and equipment would have to be delivered to and
stored on the site. It is anticipated that the deliveries would occur through variously sized vehicles
including small delivery trucks to cement mixer trucks, and possibly 18-wheel trucks and the delivery of
construction equipment would be through 18-wheel trucks. As discussed above, the transportation of
materials and equipment during project construction could impact adjacent roadways because there may
be intermittent periods when large numbers of material deliveries are required such as when concrete

trucks will be needed for the parking garage and the buildings. Additionally, some of the materials and
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equipment could require the use of large trucks (18-wheelers) which can create additional congestion on
the adjacent roadways. Also, delivery vehicles may need to queue temporarily on adjacent roadways
such as Wilshire Boulevard, Santa Monica Boulevard, and Merv Griffin Way as they enter onto and

deliver their jtems to the project site.

Since the construction phases of the 9900 Wilshire project are anticipated to overlap with construction
phases of The Beverly Hilton Revitalization Plan project, the influx of this material and equipment for
construction of both projects could create impacts on the adjacent roadway network due to result in
traffic disruptions on roadways adjacent to the sites. Based on the above and the proximity of the two

projects, construction-related traffic impacts would be cumulatively significant.

Construction Worker Traffic

Using the maximum number of construction workers, 200 during development of the project, it was
anticipated that the number of construction worker trips for the proposed project would be 160 daily trips

and 80 peak-hour trips, one hour in the morning and afternoon peak periods.

As discussed above, the number of worker trips is expected to be less than the total peak hour trip
generation associated with operations at the site, following buildout of the project. As with operation of
the proposed project, the total number of construction worker trips is not anticipated to significantly
impact any of the study intersections. Although construction workers may be traveling to the project site
and the 9900 Wilshire project site simultaneously, the construction worker trips associated with the
project would be only 3.6 percent of trips generated by existing on-site land uses. Therefore,
project-related impacts associated with construction worker trips would not be cumulatively considerable

and would be less than significant.

Construction Worker Parking

As discussed above, the project applicant will provide construction worker parking on the project site
during all phases of construction, except during construction of the underground parking garages. Since
construction phases of the proposed project and the 9900 Wilshire project may overlap, construction
workers from both projects could potentially park in areas adjacent to the site, the combination of which

could result in a cumulatively significant impact.

Operation Impacts

The following cumulative analysis evaluates the impact of development of the project and related

projects in the cities of Beverly Hills, Los Angeles, and West Hollywood on traffic and circulation. These
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713-03 Oclober 2007



4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

related projects are identified in Section 4.0, Environmental Impact Analysis. Associated impacts were
incorporated into the impact analysis from the outset and have, therefore, been addressed in the analysis
above. As shown in Table 4.11-14, Level of Service (LOS) Summary - Existing, Future (2012) Without
and With Project Traffic Conditions, the impact of development of proposed project and related projects
would result in a substantial increase in traffic in relation to the existing traffic load and capacity of the

street system at the following intersections:

¢ N.Santa Monica Boulevard and Beverly Drive (AM, Midday, PM and Saturday peak hours);

N. Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard(AM_and; PM and-Saturday-peak hours);

5. Santa Monica Boulevard and Beverly Drive (AM_ Midday and PM peak hours);

5. Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard (AM, Midday, PM and Saturday peak hours);

_ Wilshire Boulevard and Beverly Drive (AM,_Midday-and PM,_and Saturday peak hours);

Wilshire Boulevard and Merv Griffin Way (AM, Midday, PM and Saturday peak hours);
» N. Santa Monica Boulevard and South Crossover (AM_and PM peak hour);-anet
. anta Moni ulevard and Century Park Fa Mand P hours); a

e Sunset Boulevard and Whittier Drive (AM and PM peak hours).

However, Table 4.11-14 indicates that the project related increase would not exceed City of Beverly Hills
or City of Los Angeles thresholds for any of the study intersections. Therefore, the proposed project’s

contribution to the significant, cumulative traffic impact is not considerable.

Development of the proposed project and related projects would be required to adhere to standard
engineering practices and requirements, and would be subject to planning and design review by the cities
of Beverly Hills, Los Angeles, and West Hollywood fo avoid traffic hazards created by design features
and land use incompatibilities, or inadequate emergency access. For this reason, and because such

impacts (if and when they occur) are relatively site specific, cumulative impacts associated with such

hazards are less than significant,
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4.11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

All design development associated with the proposed project would include the use of standard
engineering practices to avoid design elements that would increase roadway hazards or inadequate
emergency access. The significant impacts associated with internal traffic control devices, potential
construction and construction worker parking impacts would be reduced to less than significant with
incorporation of mitigation; these impacts would not contribute to cumulatively significant impacts.
Moreover, the proposed project would not result in land use incompatibilities that would lead to the
creation of traffic hazards, or emergency access. Consequently, project-related impacts would not be

cumulatively considerable and would be less than si gnificant.

Under each City’s respective Municipal Code, the proposed project and related projects would be
required to provide adequate on-site parking as conditions of development approval, and, thus, it is
unlikely that related projects would have a significant cumulative effect on parking de;lﬁand in the area.
In addition, most of the related projects are a sufficient distance from one another to reduce the potential
for parking shortages at any one location from having an effect elsewhere. For these reasons,
cumulatively significant impacts are not anticipated. As previously stated under project impacts, the
project is anticipated to provide parking in excess of the estimated parking demand generated by the
proposed land uses and in excess of code required parking. Consequently, project-related impacts would

niot be cumulatively considerable and would be less than significant.

As stated above, the following five intersections have a reported accident rate exceeding the statewide

average:

+ N. Santa Monica Boulevard /Wilshire Boulevard;

+ 5. Santa Monica Boulevard /Beverly Drive;

» S. Santa Monica Boulevard /Wilshire Boulevard;

s  Wilshire Boulevard/Merv Griffin Way; and !

s  Sunset Boulevard/Whittier Drive. /
f

The intersection of S. Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard is the only study intersection that

experienced more than five pedestrian/bicycle accidents in the past three years.

Traffic generated by the proposed project and related projects would result in an increase in traffic
volume at the intersections identified above. Based on the analysis of the cumulative conditions, it was
concluded that the project’s increase in vehicular traffic would be less than 1 percent of the total voiume

at all of these intersections. Given that the project’s trip increase is less than the 5 percent threshold
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established above, project-related impacts would not be cumulatively considerable and would be less
than significant.

4.11.9 CUMULATIVE MITIGATION MEASURES

Implementation of mitigation measure MM-TRAF-8, identified below, would reduce potentially
significant impacts during construction of the proposed project in combination with the 9900 Wilshire
project to less than significant.

MM-TRAF-8 The applicant for The Beverly Hilton Revitalization Plan shall coordinate with the

applicant for the 9900 Wilshire project during all phases of construction regarding the
following: ’
i
+  All temporary roadway closures shall be coordinated to limit overlap of roadway
closures;

»  All major deliveries for both projects shall be coordinated to limit the occurrence of
simultaneous deliveries. The applicants shall ensure that deliveries of items such as
concrete and other high-volume items shall not be done simultaneously;

o The applicants shall coordinate regarding the loading and unloading of delivery
’ vehicles. Any off-site staging areas for delivery vehicles shall be: consolidated and
shared; and

¢ Applicants or their representatives shall meet on a regular basis during construction
to address any outstanding issues related to construction traffic, deliveries, and
worker parking,.

No other cumulatively significant impacts would result from implementation of the proposed project in
combination with the identified related projects; as such, no cumulative mitigation measures are
required.

!

4.11.10 LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE AFTER MITIGATION

/

With implementation of mitigation, project-related impacts associated with ek traffic, delivery of
construction material and equipment, and construction workers parking would be reduced to less than
significant. With implementation of cumulative Mitigation Measure MM-TRAF-8, cumulative impacts
associated with truck traffic, delivery of construction material and equipment, and construction workers

parking would be reduced to less than significant.

With implementation of mitigation, no other unavoidable significant impacts to transportation,

circulation, or parking would occur as a result of project occupancy.
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z _S.:jSanta Monica Boulevard and Beverly Drive;

S S.anta Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard;

. N Santa Monica Boulevard and Merv Griffin Way;

' : W]lshn‘e Boulevard and Beverly Drive;

; Wi_lshire Boulevard and Whittier Drive and Merv Griffin Way;

':. N Santa Monica Boulevard and South Crossover (City of Los Angeles);

-'éaﬁta_Monica Boulevard and Century Park East (City of Los Angeles); and

10 'f.__Sﬁnset Boulevard and Whittier Drive.

'In'adziifion to these 10 study intersections, the following two residential street segments in the vicinity of

.project site were also analyzed:

..';ttier Drive north of Wilshire Boulevard; and

levado Avenue east of Whittier Drive.

ntersections and roadway segments are expected to be impacted the most by project traffic based
roposed project’s location and access relative to the surrounding street system. The traffic study

bound by Sunset Boulevard to the north, S. Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard to the
‘Beverly Drive to the east, and Century Park to-the-seuth-and Whittier Drive to the west.

dditionally,

the traffic analysis conducted daily traffic counts on two roadway segments: Whittier Drive

northof Wilshire Boulevard and Elevado Avenue east of Whittier Drive. The location of each intersection

d roadway segment in relation to the proposed project is indicated in Figure 4.11-1, Study

ntersections and Residential Street Segments. Whittier Drive is located directly north of the project site

'.'eiﬁﬁ would be used by project traffic. Elevado Avenue was evaluated as well because it is one of the
‘esidential streets that could be used by project traffic.

ntersection traffic analysis was performed through the use of the Intersection Capacity Utilization (ICU)

technique, a recognized and accepted analysis methodology within the traffic engineering profession.

The-_(f_ongestion Management Plan (

CMP) uses this methodology to monitor operations of intersections
‘under: itg jurisdiction.

For consistency purposes, this methodology was used to evaluate the CMP
: _fil.l._l_:ei'section. Additionally, this methodology was employed for

the other signalized intersections within
- the Sfudy area,

The traffic count volumes described earlier were used to report existing traffic flow
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12 minutes during peak hours on weelkdays and bus headways (intervals) are approximately 10
minutes on Saturdays and Sundays.

MTA Line 21 ~ Line 21 provides service between Downtown Los Angeles and the UCLA campus
with service along Wilshire Boulevard., It travels along Wilshire Boulevard connecting the
communities of Beverly Hills, Los Angeles, Hancock Park, Park La Brea, UCLA, West Los Angeles,
and Westwood. Line 21 is a local service bus and has frequent bus stops along Wilshire Boulevard.
Most stops are approximately onc to two blocks from one another. Service is provided every 10 to 20
minutes during peak hours on weekdays and headways are approximately 30 minutes on Saturdays.
Line 21 does not operate on Sundays.

MTA Line 16/316 - Line 16 and 316 operate along Santa Monica Boulevard and Burton Way within
the City of Beverly Hills and provide transit service between the Century City area of Los Angeles
and downtown Los Angeles. Line 316 is a limited version of Line 16, and therefore only stops at
selected bus stops. Both lines run standard Monday through Friday schedules with different
schedules on Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays. During peak hours, the line operates at headways of
3-5 minutes,

MTA Line 714 - Line 714 is part of MTA’s Bus Rapid network and operates along Santa Monica
Boulevard (North) and Beverly Boulevard, stopping at limited locations within the City of Beverly
Hills. The line provides transit service between Beverly Hills and downtown Los Angeles and uses
the transit priority system integrated into the traffic signals along Santa Monica Boulevard. The line
current runs on 15-minute headways during the peak hours.

MTA Line 720 - Line 720 provides an express service between East Los Angeles and the City of Santa
Monica with principal service along Wilshire Boulevard as part of Metro’s Rapid Bus network, The
line travels along Wilshire Boulevard connecting the communities of Beverly Hills, Boyle Heights,
Brentwood, Commerce, downtown Los Angeles, East Los Angeles, Hancock Park, Koreatown, Park
La Brea, Santa Monica, and Westwood. Line 720 is an express service bus route with two stops
located close to the project site at Wilshire Boulevard and Beverly Drive and Wilshire Boulevard and
Robertson Boulevard. Buses operate along Wilshire Boulevard every two to 10 minutes during peak
hours on weekdays. On weekends, headways are every four to 10 minutes.

a

A
A

Bus Rapid Transit Proiect from Western Avenuye in the City of Los Angeles to the Citv of Santa

i This_project will imprave the exisfing Metro Rapid Bus_service on Wilshire Boulevard

i ONns and segment

e M ha dopike ansportabion an_whi ontain

The MTA hegan operafion of Line 704 in June 2007 ta nrnvid&SﬁﬂLiﬂ&heMeen_SmaMﬂnic&_and
downiown Los Angeles. This line operaies as mmmmdmmmmmmm
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Bicycle/Pedestrian Network

A majority of the roadways within the study area have sidewalks and crosswalks. There are sidewalks

along the roadways that border the site including Santa Monjca Boulevard, Wilshire Boulevard, and
Merv Griffin Way.

Whittier north of the project site also has sidewalks. There are also cross walks and pedestrian
“walk/don’t walk” indicators at most of the signalized intersections. A portion of Wilshire Boulevard

north of the site lacks sidewalks. Study intersections with cross walks on at least one approach include:

e N, Santa Monica Boulevard and Beverly Drive;

e N. Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard;

Bupact Sciences, Ine. 4.11-8a The Beverly Hilton Revitalization Plan Recireulotod Diaft EIR Sections
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Concurrent with the redevelopment of the site, the project applicant has proposed to make several
improvements along portions of Merv Griffin Way, Wilshire Boulevard, and Santa Monica Boulevard

along the project frontage. These improvements are discussed in further detail below and are shown on
Figure 4.11-5,

Merv Griffin Way
The project applicant has proposed to contribute a “fair share” of the cost towards several improvements
along Merv Griffin Way. These improvements include:

° Provide northbound left-turn, through, and right-turn lanes at the intersection of Wilshire Boulevard
and Merv Griffin Way;

° Signalize the intersection of Santa Monica Boulevard and Merv Griffin Way;

® Realign Merv Griffin Way to line up with Whittier Drive north of Wilshire Boulevard.

Wilshire Boulevard

The project applicant will be solely responsible for the widening of Wilshire Boulevard along the project

site frontage. This widening serves multiple purposes including:

°  Facilitating the reconstruction of the eastbound portion of Wilshire Boulevard at its intersection with
Santa Monica Boulevard to provide two left-turn lanes; and three through lanesand-asight-turn-
endytane; and

* Allowing the curb radius to be modified for eastbound right-turn vehicles, which should allow

vehicles to more easily male-this turnonto Santa Monica Boulevard.
Anio.oanfa Monica Boulevard.

*  Allowing an extended drop-off area for emergency responders.
Santa Monica Boulevard

The project applicant will be solely responsible for the widening of Santa Monica Boulevard along the

Project site frontage. Proposed improvements include:

®  Modifying the curb to facilitate an additional travelsouthbound lane;

® Alandscaped median along portions of Santa Monica Boulevard; and

¢ An on-site staging area for large events will be maintained. This area adjacent to the curb is

Occasionally used by service vehicles parking at events like the Golden Globes,

fpacy Sciences, fiyp. 4.11-22 The Beverly Hilton Revitalization Plan Recirculated Draft EIR Sections
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411 Tranusportation, Fraffic, Pavking, and Circulation

Volumes — Weekday AM and PM Peak Hours, and 4.11-10, Future Without Project Traffic Volumes —
Weekday Midday and Saturday Peak Hours. These are the “benchmark” values used in determining

project traffic impacts at the study intersections.
Impact Analysis

Operational Impacts

The analysis of future traffic conditions at the study intersections was performed using the analytical
procedures described above. It is assumed that the aforementioned improvements would only occur in

the future (2012) with project traffic condition, except for the improvement to the intersection of Santa

Monica Boulevard and Merv Griffin Way, which were assumed to occur in the future (2012) without

project traffic condition to allow a comparison of the intersection performance under the City's

significance criteria for signalized intersections. Traffic volumes for the analysis were developed as
follows:

z

e As described earlier, Future (2012) “Without Project” traffic volumes were determined by combining
area ambient traffic growth factor and the traffic generated by the 79-88 identified related projects

with the base (2006-2007) traffic volumes at the 10 study intersections, as illustrated in Figures 4.11-9
and 4.11-10.

* The net traffic volumes generated by the proposed project, as determined earlier, were then added to
these volumes to develop the Future (2012) “With Project” condition (to determine traffic impacts

directly attributable to the proposed development). These traffic volumes are shown in Figures
4.11-11 and 4.11-12.

The results of the future year (2012) intersection analysis are summarized in Table 4,11-10, Level of
Service (LOS) Summary — Future (2012) Without and With Project Traffic Conditions.

TRAF-1 An impact is considered significant for intersections within the City of Beverly Hills, if the proposed
project would cause an increase in VIC ratio of equal to or greater than 0.040 at a signalized
intersection operating at LOS D during a peak hour for with project traffic condition; or

e R oS R T R

TRAF-2 An impact is considered significant for intersections within the City of Beverly Hills, if the proposed

project would cause an increase in VIC ratio of equal to or greater than 0.020 at n signalized
intersection operating at LOS E or F during a peak hour with project traffic condition.

As indicated in Table 4.11-10, the V/C ratio for several of the intersections is incrementally worse as a

result of the proposed project during the AM peak hour, but there is no change in LOS. As indicated

above, the maximum increase in V/C ratio is 8:00840.008, which occurs at the intersection of NSN, Santa

Monica Boulevard and d-Beverly Drive during the midday-AM peak

hour. Therefore, impacts associated with project traffic would be less than significant for all signalized

study intersections.

hupact Scienees, Inc, 4.11-42 The Beverly Hitton Revitalization Plau Revireidated Draft EIR Sections
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Table 41110
Level of Sexvice (LOS) Summary —
Future (2012) Without and With Project Traffic Conditions

L Peak Without Project © . With Project - Significant
Intersectioni .. - . Hour ICU/MDelay! S LOS  ICU/Delay' . LOS Impact? Impact?

N. Santa Monica Boulevard and AM 1.105088 F 1113685 F +0.00 8% NO
Beverly Drive Midday 1.050042 E 1.047646 F =0,003+0:804 NO
PM 1.305232153 F 13052423483 F 0.000 NO
Saturday 13210489 F 1.11804056 F -0.003+8-001 NO
N. Santa Monica Boulevard and AM 1. 5984090467 F 1340246266 F -0.258282267 NO
Wilshire Boulevard Midday 1.32232418% F 13808265743 F -0. 240223216 NO
PM 1.548355212 F 1.293134612 F -0.255229206 NO
Saturday 1.625452247  F 1289367002 T -0.330285245 NO
S. Santa Monica Boulevard and AM 1.073485 F 1.07548045 F +0.00268-608 NO
Beverly Drive Midday 0.860854848 D 0.86080R850 D 0.000+0-0032> NO
PM 0.03899%+ EE 1.0388:99% EE (.000 NO
Saturday 0.799761795 C 0797267952 C -0.002+0-0010 NO
5. Santa Monica Boulevard and AM 1.682586426 CF 1.688587427 F +0.00600% NO
Wilshire Boulevard Midday 14233060076 FE 147936978 EE  .0.006+0:0053 NO
PM 1620626738 F 17366231636 F =(L003+8:003F NO
Saturday 11910640056 EE LI1838660058 EE =(.008+6:502 NO
N. Santa Monica Boulevard and AM 1.06305% F . 1031008 F -0.0326046 - NO
Merv Griffin Way? Midday 0.941919 E 0.890888 D -0.05103% NO
' M 115612+  F 1103677 F -0.053044 NO
Saturday 0828774 D& (1769748 C -0.059826 NO
Wilshire Boulevard and Beverly AM 0.248006918 E 0951906918 E +0.0036:600- NO
Drive Midday 0.973953876 Eb 0.965956873 EPB 0.007+0:003 NO
M 10440016974 FE L0400976518 FE =0.004+0-682 NO
- Saturday 0.9599834%%¢ Eb 0948983688 EP  +0:002L011 NO
Wilshire Boulevard and Merv AM 1.229205 E 1.222186 F -0.067619 NO
Griffin Way Midday 10349983 EE 0.964946 E -0.0720635 NO
PM 1473368  F 1403316 F -0.070052 NO
Saturday 1.0276:879 EB 0.93185%F EB -0.096826 NO
N. Santa Monica Boulevard and AM 0.9933:620 EF 0.9881:023 EF +0,00580% NO
South Crossover Midday 0.733 C 0.229735 C =0L064+6:002 NO
M 0.850843 D 0.850846 D 0.000+0.003 NO
Saturday 0.573558 A 0.56756% A -0.006+8-603 NO
Santa Monica Boulevard and AM 0806848 D 0.808819 D +0.00266% NO
Century Park East Midday 0.760762 C 0.759763 C =0.007-+6-00% NO
M 0.814516 D 0.813813 B =0.007+6:60% NO
Saturday 0.584573 A 0.582574 A =03,002+0:00% NO
Sunset Boulevard and Whittier AM 0.889892 D 0.892 D +0.0038:006- NO
Drive Midday 0.729776 C 0.779 C 0.000+0-803 NO
M 0.9232+ E 0.924925 E +0.00134 NO
Saturday 0.648646 B 0.647648 B =(1.001+0:002 NO

Soutrce: Fehr and Peers, 2007

1\ VIC ratio for signalized intersections based on application of ICU Methodology. LOS Jor side-street stop control based on 2000 Highway
Capacity Manual methodology.

VIC ratio changes in Dold denote an incrense in traffic volunes. lialicized changes reflect reduction in VIC ratio and delay because of
implementation of proposed improvements and reduction in trips associated with the site.

¥
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4,11 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, aind Cirenlation

e Does the project provide sufficient on-site traffic control devices?
e Does the project provide adequate access for emergency vehicles?

o Does the project provide sufficient pedestrian on-site connectivity?
o Is the driveway spacing appropriate?
e Is the traffic signal spacing adequate?

o Is there adequate sight distance at the project driveway?

Intra-Site Accessibility

The project proposes buildings constructed above two muiti-storj'/ subterranean 'parking structures. The
project has a high level of internal accessibility to both pedestrians and vehicles. Persons accessing the
site in vehicles will be able to park in the parking garage underneath the structures and then walk to their
final destination. While there wiil be multiple entrances to the parking garage, all areas of the garage are
proposed to connect. In addition to accessibility through the underground parking structure, pedestrians
can circulate around the buildings at ground level through a variety of pedestrian pathways, roadways,

and ‘sidewalks. Therefore, the intra-site accessibility is adequate and impacts would be less than

significant.
Roadway Feature Design

As mentioned above, the project does not propose the construction of any new public roadways;
however, as part of the proposed project a-portions of Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard
would be reconstructed. The proposed reconstruction would comply with all applicable roadway design
standards related to fane widths and sidewalk widths, For purposes of site access review, the following

elements of project design were evaluated:
® Project driveway width; and

¢ Curb radii.

The project driveways will have a width of 20 feet, which meets City Standards. The following driveway
Specifications are provided in the City of Beverly Hills Municipal Code, Section 8-4-4:

Width: The maximum width of any residential driveway approach shall not exceed twenty feel
(20°), and the maximum width of two (2) adjacent residential driveway approaches which are
combined shall not exceed twenty-six feet (26°). The maximum width of any commercial driveway
approach shall not exceed forty feet (40°). The minimum width of any driveway approach shal
not be less than sixteen feet (16°). The transporiation/engineering official may approve drivewny
approaches which vary from the widths designated herein to accommodaie existing topography, or

o
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4.4 Transportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

adequately spaced in relation to adjacent signals. Therefore, impacts associated with traffic signal

spacing would be less than significant and no mitigation is required.
Sight Distance

Project site access and circulation were reviewed together with sight distance at the driveways.
Appropriate driveway sight distance ensures that vehicles exiting the project site have an unobstructed
view of oncoming traffic. The corner sight distance standard was applied to determine whether there
would be sufficient sight distance at the project driveways. This standard is provided by Table 405.1A in
the California Department of Transportationr Highway Design Manual. According to this table, a sight
distance of 500 feet should be provided at all project driveways. It was determined that adequate sight
distance would be provided at all project driveways. Based OI’:l the considerations above, the proposed
project would result in a significant impact on on-site circulation and access due to the lack of on-site
traffic controls indicated on the site plan. All other project site access and on-site circulation impacts

would be less than significant.

TRAF-17  An impact is considered significant if the proposed. project would fail to provide adequate accessibility
for service and delivery trucks on site, including access to truck loading areas.

Four separate loading and delivery activities would be associated with the project operations. These
activities would include: (1) moving trucks and other large delivery trucks delivering items to the
condominiums; (2) delivery trucks of various sizes providing items to the hotel and restaurant uses; (3)

trash pick-ups; and (4) delivery trucks such as Fed Ex, UPS, etc., making deliveries to the residences,

Review of the project site plan led to the determination that the project provides adequate delivery areas
for all four of these potential types of delivery vehicles. Each specific loading area is described in further

detail below.

Each condominium building would have its own access for delivery trucks. ' For the Residence B
building, delivery vehicles would park in a staging area provided adjacent to Santa Monica Boulevard. It
Is expected that these vehicles would offload their materials here and deliver the iterns into the building.

These larger delivery vehicles would not be able to take direct access to this condominium building.

Larger delivery vehicles would have to access Residence A building from a designated loading zone
along Merv Griffin Way. This loading zone would extend 100 feet north of the driveway for this
building, The provided loading zone is approximately 10 feet wide, which would be able to

accommodate larger delivery vehicles.

b T T .
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491 Tmirsportation, Traffic, Parking, and Circulation

e Three parking spaces for units with three or four bedrooms;

°  Four parking spaces for units with five or moye bedrooms; and

compared to existing conditions. The parking demand is determined for the restaurant and residentiz]

{ Table 4.11-12
Municipal Code Parking Requirements

g 1 space/45 square feet
Back-of-house 1 space/350 5q uare feef
Restaurant sub-To tal

D
—
Source; Fehy & Peers, 2007: City of Beverly Hills M unicipal Cade Section 10-3-2730.

Notes: KSF= thoysang square feef,

N S
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TRAF-22  An impact is considered significant for risk of offsite inte

rsection collision, if the proposed project
increnses conflictizng traffic af intersections wher

‘e the accident rate exceeds the statewide average; or
TRAF-23  An impact is considered significant for risk of offsite intersection collision, if the proposed project
increases the number of pedestrians or bicyclists Crossing af intersections where pedestrian/bicyclist-
related traffic collisions already exist,

Intersections Where Accident Rate Exceeds Statewide Average

As stated above, the following five intersections have a reported accident rate exceedi

ng the statewide
average:

®  N. Santa Monica Boulevard /Wilshire Boulevard;

¢ 5. Santa Monica Boulevard /Beverly Drive;

e 5. Santa Monica Boulevard /Wilshire Boulevard;
°  Wilshire Boulevard/Merv Griffin Way; and

o Sunset Boulevard/Whittier Drive,

Based on the analysis of the camulative conditions, it was concluded that the project

s increase in
vehicular traffic would be less than 1 percent of the total volume at all of these intersection

s. Given that
the project’s trip increase is less than 1 percent of the total volume at the intersection

s, impacts at
-Intersections where the accident rate exceeds the statewide average would be [ess

than significant,
Intersections with Previous Pedestrian/Bicycle Accidents

The intersection of S. Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard is the only study intersection that
_experienced more than five Pedestrian/bicycle accidents in the past 3 years.
vehicular traffic is less than 1 percent af this location; therefore, the impact as

‘and/or bicycle accidents with vehiclag would be less than significant.

4117 PROJECT MITIGATION MEASURES

The project’s increase in

sociated with pedestrian

The following mitigation measures were identified to reduce traffic impacts associated with the

construction of the proposed project, to the maximum extent feasible:

MM-TRAF-1 An Environmeﬁtal Monitor shall be retained that will be responsible for monitoring

compliance with the mitigation measures in the adopted Mitigation Monitoring Program.

: . .
_name, phone numbe and ofhet Ht 10 i

The developer shall

deposit funds sufficient to pay for the Environmental Monitor who will be hired by and

work for the City,
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MM-TRAE-2

MM-TRAE-3

MM-TRAF-4

MM-TRAF-5
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The Environmental Monitor shall proactively inform the public of the ongoing project
progress and exceptions to the expected plans. rﬂliﬁh@ﬂ_im:l&ﬁ_ﬁﬁﬂiﬂ&,@%
mailer to_all property owners within 1,000 feet of the exterior boundaries of the
property. The developer shall be responsible for the full cost of the mailer including

postage. The Environmental Monitor shall also respond to requests for information and

assistance when impacts raise special concerns by members of the public.

A contact person shall be assigned and a hotline number shall be published on

construction signage placed along the boundary of the project site to address day-to-day
issues.

The Developer and Environmental Monitor shall each provide monthly project updates
to the City. '

The Developer shall revise and finalize the Draft Construction Traffic Management plan

to minimize traffic flow interference from construction activities. The Final Construction
Traffic Management Plan shall be submitted to the City and shall include plans to
accomplish the following:

® Maintain existing access for land uses in proxirmity of the project site during project
construction;

e Schedule deliveries and pick-ups of construction materials to non-peak travel
periods, to the maximum extent feasible;

e Coordinate haul trucks, deliveries and pick-ups to reduce the potential of trucks
waiting to load or unload for protracted periods of time;

© Minimize obstruction of through-traffic lanes on Wilshire Boulevard and Santa
Monica Boulevard;

*  Construction equipment traffic from the contractors shall be controlled by flagmen;

* Identify designated transport routes for heavy trucks and haul trucks which shall be
used over the duration of the proposed project;

® Schedule vehicle movements to ensure that there are no vehicles waiting off site and
impeding public traffic flow on the surrounding streets;

e Establish requirements for loading/unloading and storage of materials on the
project site, where parking spaces would be encumbered, length of time traffic
travel lanes can be encumbered, sidewalk closings or pedestrian diversions to
ensure the safety of the pedestrian and access to local businesses;
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ol all comments received from fhese agencies related to the Construction Traffic
Management Plan;

Coordinate with adjacent businesses and emergency service providers to ensure
adequate access exists to the project site and neighboring businesses; and

Prohibit parking for construction workers except on the project site and any
designated off-site parking locations. These off-site focations will require the
approval of the City of Beverly Hills. These off-site parking locations can not
include any parking garage in the City of Beverly Hills or any residential streets

including Whittier Drive and those streets which connect to Whittier Drive.

‘The Final Construction Traffic Management Plan shall be submitted and approved by

the City no later 30 days prior to commencement of construction.

The Developer shall submit a Construction Workers’ Parking Plan identifying parking

locations for construction workers. To the maximum extent feasible, all worker parking

shall be accommodated on the project site. During demolition and construction activities

when construction worker parking cannot be accommodated on the project site, the Plan

shall identify alternate parking locations for construction workers and specify the
method of transportation to and from the project site for approval by the City 30 days

prior to commencement of construction. The Construction Workers Parking Plan must

include appropriate measures to ensure that the parking location requirements for

construction workers will be strictly enforced. These include but are not limited to the

following measures:

All construction contractors shall be provided with written information on where
their workers and their subcontractors are permitted to park and provide clear
consequences to violators for failure to follow these regulations. This information
will clearly state that no parking is permitted on residential streets mosth—of
Wilshire or in publi¢ parking structures;

Ne-pLarking for construction workers shall be permitted enly within 500 feet of the
nearest point of the project site except within designated areas. The contractor shall
be responsible for informing subcontractors and construction workers of this
requirement, and if necessary

Director, for hiring a security guard to enforce these parking provisions. The

contractor shall be responsible for all costs associated with parking _and. the
enforcement of this mitigation measure; and

In lieu of the above, the project applicant/construction contractor has the option of
phasing demolition and construction activities such that all construction worker
parking can be accommodated on the project site throughout the entire duration of
demolition, excavation, and construction activities.
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The following mitigation measures were identified to reduce traffic impacts associated with the operation

of the proposed project, to the maximum extent feasible:

MM-TRAF-7 The project applicant shall revise the project site plan to indicate on-site traffic control
planned for the project. At a minimum, all traffic control devices should be placed at

all project exits onto Wilshire Boulevard, Santa Monica Boulevard, and Merv Griffin
Way.

4.11.8 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS

Construction Impacts

The following cumulative analysis evaluates the impact of construction of the project and related projects

in the cities of Beverly Hills, Los Angeles, and West Hollywood on traffic and circulation, These related

projects are identified in Section 4.0, Environmental Impact Analysis. The closest related project to the

proposed project would be the 9900 Wilshire project, which is located direct]

y adjacent to the project site
to the west.

Most of the remaining related projects are a sufficient distance to reduce the potential for
construction-related traffic at any one location from having an effect elsewhere. Construction phases of

the 9900 Wilshire project are anticipated to overlap with construction phases of The Beverly Hilton
Revitalization Plan project.

Truck Traffic

Due to the proximity of the two projects, this construction overlap would result in an increase in truck
traffic on surrounding roadways, which could potentially cause traffic disruptions. Although haul trucks
would travel to the site along a City designated truck route, Santa Monica Boulevard, truck traffic from
both projects could still have a potentially significant impact on the adjacent roadway network. In
addition, trucks entering and exiting the two sites could result in traffic disruptions on roadways adjacent

to the sites. Based on the above and the proximity of the two projects, construction-related traffic impacts
would be cumulatively significant.

Delivery and Staging of Material and Equipment

An additional source of project construction traffic would occur from the transportation of materials and
equipment to and from the site. These materials and equipment would have to be delivered to and
stored on the site. It is anticipated that the deliveries would occur through variously sized vehicles
including small delivery trucks to cement mixer trucks, and possibly 18-wheel trucks and the delivery of
construction equipment would be through 18-wheel trucks. As discussed above, the transportation of
materials and equipment during project construction could impact adjacent roadways because there may
be intermittent periods when large numbers of material deliveries are required such as when concrete

frucks will be needed for the parking garage and the buildings. Additionally, some of the materials and
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related projects are idenlified in Section 4.0, Envirenmenta] Impact Analysis. Associated impacts were
incorporated into the impact analysis from the outset and have, therefore, been addressed in the analysis
above. As shown in Table 4.11-14, Level of Service (LOS) Summary - Existing, Future (2012) Without
and With Project Traffic Conditions, the impact of development of proposed project and related projects
would result in a substantial increase in traffic in relation to the existing traffic load and capacity of the

street system at the following intersections:

® N. Santa Monica Boulevard and Beverly Drive (AM, Midday, PM and Saturday peak hours);

° N.Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard(AM.and,, PM M&Mﬁ%@x peak

hours);
e 5. Santa Monica Boulevard and Beverly Drive (AM&L_{Q@L and PM peak hours),
° 5. 5anta Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard (AM, Midday, PM and Saturday peak hours);
s Wilshire Boulevard and Beverly Drive (AM, Midday-ard PM, and Saturday peak hours);
*  Wilshire Boulevard and Merv Griffin Way (AM, Midday, PM and Saturday peak hours);
° N.Santa Monica Boulevard and South Crossover (AMand PM peak hour);-and.

¢ Santa Monica Boulevard and Century Park Bast (AM and PM pealk hours)- and

° Sunset Boulevard and Whittier Drive (AM and PM peak hours).

However, Table 4.11-14 indicates that the project related increase would not exceed City of Beverly Hills
or City of Los Angeles thresholds for any of the study intersections. Therefore, the proposed project’s

contribuiion to the significant, cumulative traffic impact isnot considerable.

Development of the proposed project and related projects would be required to adhere to standard
engineering practices and requirements, and would be subject to planning and design review by the cities
of Beverly Hills, Los Angeles, and West Hollywood to avoid traffic hazards created by design features
and land use incompatibilities, or inadequate emergency access. For this reason, and because such
impacts (if and when they occur) are relatively site specific, cumulative impacts associated with such

hazards are less than significant,
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