CBH - City Council Study Session - 05/06/2008

CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
STAFF REPORT

Meeting Date: May 6, 2008

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council _
From: Julie Kahn, Inteérim Human Services Administrat%\l-/
Subject: 2008 Youth in Government Day Program
INTRODUCTION

The 24th annual Youth in Government Day program will be held Wednesday, May 28,
2008 from 8:30 a.m. through lunch following a mock city council meeting. The list of
students and their respective schools will be forwarded to your attention following
assignment by School District staff.

DISCUSSION

Twenty Beverly Hills Unified School District 8" grade students are selected annually to
participate in Youth in Government Day. The basis of the selection is the quality of
essays written on a topic selected by the District. The essay topic serves as an agenda
item for the mock City Council meeting. The topic chosen for this year is as follows:

Writing Situation:

One of the duties of the Beverly Hills City Council is to improve and develop new
infrastructure to meet the needs of a growing city. A topic currently under
consideration is the improvement of the infrastructure and facilities at Roxbury
Park.

Writing Prompi:
How should Roxbury Park be improved?

What current services provided by the park should be maintained? What existing
services should be eliminated and/or improved? Should the park facilities be
available to Beverly Hills residents but also by those who live outside of the City
of Beverly Hills? What are the economic, social and environmental concerns if the
park is redesigned? If your plan was adopted what would be the likely effects on
the quality of life, traffic and revenue for the City and other City services? Who
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should be consulted in the redesign of the park? Should the Beverly Hills City
Council make this decision or should it be put to the vote of the citizens of
Beverly Hills?

The City will host a pre-Youth in Government Day orientation for the students on May
16, 2008 from 12:30 pm to 3:15 pm. The orientation will include an explanation of local
government; role of the mayor, city council, appointed officials and department heads;
Council-Manager form of government; and the relationship between the School District
and City government. In addition, the students will review a mock city councit meeting
agenda and script followed by lunch and a tour of the City Hall campus. This will provide
the students with an overview of City operations and context for questions and topics
that may arise during Youth in Government Day.

The format for May 28, 2008 will include a welcome, introductions and a briefing from
8:30 am to 9:00 am by the assistant city manager and mayor. The students will then be
paired with their counterparts to shadow their roles in preparation for the mock city
council meeting. The mock city council meeting will take place between 10:45 am and
11:45 am in Council Chambers. This meeting will be taped for televising later on the
school district’s educational and the city’s governmental channels.

The students, School District officials and staff, and Presidential Classroom students will
be served lunch in the Library Auditorium. Students will be presented a certificate of
participation and asked to describe their roles and remark on their experiences in the
program. The Presidential Classroom students will speak on their experience in
Washington, D.C.

FISCAL IMPACT
$2,000 has been budgeted for this annual program.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the City Council and Treasurer participate to the extent possible
in the Youth in Government activities.

Steve Miller Co_
Approved By
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