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STAFF REPORT

Meeting Date: February 2, 2016

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council

From: Mark Cuneo, City Engineer
Aaron Kunz, Deputy Director of Transportation

Subject: Options for Second Portal for the Wilshire/Rodeo Station

Attachments: 1. Locations of Construction Staging
2. Wilshire/Rodeo Station Rendering
3. Potential Second Portal Locations

INTRODUCTION

Per City Council’s direction, a working group was formed to evaluate the options for a
second portal to the Wilshire/Rodeo Station. The working group was comprised of staff
from the City, Cordoba Corporation (City Consultant), Metro and Parsons Brinkerhoff
(Metro Consultant). This report provides an update of the working group’s preliminary
assessment of second portal options and the associated pros and cons.

DISCUSSION

Metro anticipates the Design/Build procurement period for Section 2 (Wilshire/La
Cienega to Constellation Station in Century City) to conclude on May 16, 2016, and
expects the Metro Board to award the contract in late 2016 or early 2017. The current
schedule for Section 2 in Beverly Hills is to begin advanced utility relocations in
2016/2017, and station/tunnel construction in 2019/2020, with the goal of opening for
service in 2026.

For the Wilshire/Rodeo Station, Metro has purchased the Ace Gallery site at 9430
Wilshire Boulevard (southwest corner of Wilshire Boulevard and Reeves Drive) as the
future Wilshire/Rodeo Station entrance. This site and the three parcels on the northeast
corner of Wilshire Boulevard and N. Canon Drive (9383 - 9399 Wilshire Boulevard) are
to be used for construction staging areas (Attachment 1). The Wilshire/Rodeo Station’s
main entrance will face Wilshire Boulevard at Reeves Drive (Attachment 2). While this
portal provides convenient access to South Beverly Drive, subway users will be required
to cross Wilshire Boulevard to access the Business Triangle. Emergency exits from the
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underground station will also be located in the sidewalk area of the public right-of-way
adjacent to 9372, 9383 - 9399, 9401, 9454, and 9461 Wilshire Boulevard.

The Working Group reviewed similar transportation facilities to evaluate the feasibility of
adding a second portal at the Wilshire/Rodeo Station. Since the area is highly
developed, limited area is available on the north side of Wilshire Boulevard. The portal
options require either significant modifications to existing privately owned buildings or
construction as part of a new building. The key considerations used to evaluate the
feasibility of the second portal include convenient access to the Business Triangle, street
and utility infrastructure impacts, building structural modifications, impacts to parking,
cost and owner/developer participation. The working group assessed several options for
a second portal and Metro staff and their consultants provided a preliminary assessment
of three locations at 200 N. Beverly Drive (Montage Hotel), 9401 Wilshire Boulevard
(Ervin Cohen & Jessup Building), and 9383 - 9399 Wilshire Boulevard (Attachment 3).
The following outlines the pros and cons of the three options:

200 N. Beverly Drive (Montage Hotel):

Pros

• Provides station access on north side of Wilshire Boulevard and is one block
from Rodeo Drive

• Potential to locate portal off the public right-of-way
• City owned parking garage facilitates implementation

Cons

• Could impact local use parking structure by commuters
• Requires costly retrofit of Montage Hotel and parking structure
• Requires long and narrow tunnel (approximately 10 feet wide)
• May require maintenance by City of Beverly Hills
• Montage ownership is currently not supportive of the concept
• Impacts hotel guests and adjacent businesses during construction
• Would reduce available off street parking for patrons and occupants of local

shops, restaurants, and businesses

9401 Wilshire Boulevard (Ervin Cohen & Jessup Building):

Pros
• Provides station access on north side of Wilshire Boulevard and is two blocks

from Rodeo Drive
• Potential to locate portal off the public right-of-way
• Nearest location to the center knockout panel and station Concourse

Cons

• Requires costly demolition and retrofit of parking structure
• Could require costly seismic upgrades to existing structures
• Permanent loss of 72 private parking spaces in parking garage
• Impacts building and adjacent businesses during construction
• May require maintenance by City of Beverly Hills
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• Requires changes to plaza in front of building
• General partnership of ownership entity is not currently supportive of the concept

9383 — 9399 Wilshire Boulevard (New Pacific Canon Staging Area):

Pros

• Provides station access on north side of Wilshire Boulevard and is three blocks
from Rodeo Drive.

• Portal can be located out of public right-of-way
• No existing underground structure impacts
• New development can be planned to incorporate portal
• Metro and current property owner are each open to further discussion of this

option if they are post-construction owner of the property.

Cons

• Furthest east of Rodeo Drive than all potential sites
• Requires long and narrow tunnel (approximately 10 feet wide)
• May require maintenance by City of Beverly Hills

In 2011, Metro’s consultants developed a conceptual design of a portal on the north side
of Wilshire Boulevard, adjacent to the 9461 Wilshire Boulevard office building (currently
occupied by Chase). The development agreement for this property, adopted on August
18, 2007, includes a provision that the developer provide an easement “for the purpose
of providing a portal for a subway station under Wilshire Boulevard.” However, the
provision in the agreement precluding any loss of parking in the building’s subterranean
garage may make this location infeasible. The conceptual design showed a “half portal”
at this location with elevators on Beverly Drive. At that time, the analysis indicated that
this would require removal of the southbound right turn lane from Beverly Drive to
Wilshire Blvd., 4 - 5 on-street, metered parking spaces, and up to 14 parking spaces on
each parking level within the building.

This location was considered a viable option during the early planning of the Purple Line.
However, during consideration of the final station location and its intertace with
surrounding conditions, the station was shifted to the east, and a center loaded platform
was planned to align with the station entrance near Reeves Drive. The pedestrian
access tunnel to the 9461 Wilshire Boulevard location is over 400 feet long, making the
location less desirable.

It appears the only feasible option that may be constructed concurrently with the subway
station is at 9383-9399 Wilshire Boulevard (Canon Drive Staging Area). If the Council
desires further evaluation of the Canon site (or any other sites), staff recommends that a
scope of work is developed and a consultant is retained to provide a more detailed
evaluation of the opportunities.

Unfortunately, the Canon site is not the best option for a second portal due to the
easterly location and length/narrowness of the underground tunnel that would be
required between the site and station concourse. Staff believes that the best location for
a second portal is immediately adjacent to the station concourse. Metro has indicated
that they will provide a knock-out panel on the north side of the station box at the
concourse location for a future station entrance.
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FISCAL IMPACT

Currently, Metro has indicated that they will not provide funding for a second portal.
Below are preliminary estimates of construction costs of a second portal, excluding the
cost of real estate.

• 200 N. Beverly Drive (Montage Hotel): $30 to $33 million
• 9401 Wilshire Boulevard (Ervin Cohen & Jessup Building): $24 to $27 million
• 9383 — 9399 Wilshire Boulevard (New Pacific - Canon Staging Area): $25 to $28

million

RECOMMENDATION

Staff seeks City Council’s input and direction on the potential options for a second portal
on the north side of Wilshire Boulevard. All options require securing development rights
on adjacent private property.

Staff recommends deferring consideration of a second portal until redevelopment of one
of the two adjacent properties is planned and focusing efforts on evaluating at-grade
crossing improvements to enhance and improve pedestrian access across Wilshire
Boulevard to the main station entrance. The evaluation would include pedestrian safety,
signal timing, vehicular turning movements, median, payers and any other features that
would enhance the open-air crossing from the station entrance into the Business
Triangle.

David Lightner / Susan Healy Keene
Approved By
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Potential Second Portal Locations

I I

200 N. Beverly Drive (Montage Hotel)

9401 Wilshire Boulevard (Ervin Cohen & Jessup Building)

9383 — 9399 Wilshire Boulevard (New Pacific/Canon Staging Area)
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