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STAFF REPORT

Meeting Date: August 18, 2015

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council

From: Steven Zoet, Director of Community Services

Subject: Removal of Greystone Hanging Gardens and Replacement with

Drought Tolerant Landscaping

Attachments: Photo Documentation of the Site and Conditions

INTRODUCTION

Multiple hanging garden” structures were constructed on the grounds of Greystone
estate in 2005 in conjunction with a flower and garden event that was coordinated by
staff and held in the upper parking lot. These seven elevated planters line the staircase
from the upper parking lot down to the mansion. Due to the difficulty in maintaining the
health, vigor and appearance of the plant materials contained within these structures
staff is recommending their removal.

DISCUSSION

The Beverly Hills Fire Department worked with a vendor associated with the flower and
garden event to plant and showcase various types of fire and water-wise plant materials
that can be utilized in hillside landscaping. The purpose of the planting was to serve as
an educational and demonstration opportunity to show hillside residents how to practice
good water conservation and fire protection tactics through landscaping.

The elevated gardens were an aesthetic complement to those efforts but it has proven to
be difficult to sustain the plant life contained within them due to problems with their
irrigation systems and shallow depths that eventually get consumed by root growth
requiring costly, recurring plantings. The planted materials also get exposed to very
harsh conditions and experience accelerated decline due to their full exposure to the sun
and the radiant heat that elevates the temperatures of the planters. Additionally, the
structures drain poorly which can drown the plant material on the occasion of high rain
events.

Staff contacted Fire Department personnel who were originally involved with the project.
As long as the drought tolerant, fire-wise planting concept would continue, which staff is
committed to doing, they did not have a concern with their removal. As a matter of
protocol, staff discussed this matter with the Recreation and Parks Commission which
unanimously endorsed their removal and replacement plantings. Additionally, the matter
has also been discussed with the Friends of Greystone who likewise fully endorse their
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removal as they are not historic to the site but they encourage and support the continued
planting and maintenance of the hillside with drought tolerant plantings.

FISCAL IMPACT

Staff has received an estimate of $1,125, which can be absorbed within the
department’s operating budget, to remove the seven structures. Inclusive within this
amount is the salvaging and replanting of any healthy plant stock that currently exists.
Minimal additional funds that may be needed to complete the necessary infill planting will
likewise be absorbed within the department’s budget.

RECOMMENDATION

This item is for informational purposes only. Staff intends to remove the seven existing
smaller structures, leaving a larger shade structure that also serves as a passive seating
area, and plant the exposed hillside with drought tolerant landscaping similar to what
currently exists and as intended.

Approved By
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