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Item Number:

To:

0-25

Honorable Mayor & City Council

From:

Subject:

Attachments:

David L. Snowden, Chief of Police

APPROPRIATION OF $ 100,000 FROM THE SEIZED & FORFEITED

PROPERTY FUND TO FUND THE PURCHASE, TRAINING AND

EXPENSES RELATED TO THE PURCHASE OF TWO NARCOTIC

CANINES, A DETECTIVE SURVEILLANCE VEHICLE, AND RIFLE

SUPPRESSORS

None

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the City Council move to appropriate $100,000 from the Fund 32
fund balance (Federal /Justice Program #3202105E126) to fund the purchases as
follows:

32021 05E1 26 — FEDERAL SEIZED &
ITEM DESCRIPTION FORFEITED PROPERTY ACCOUNT AMOUNT

Rifle Suppressors 74030 — Fire and Other Safety Equipment $20,000
Surveillance Vehicle and 74110 — Vehicles (Automobile and Trucks) $50,000
Related Equipment
Two Narcotics Detecting
Canines and Related 74130— Other Equipment $30,000
Equipment

TOTAL $100,000
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INTRODUCTION

The Police Department has identified the need for additional expenditures. These
purchases will be made in FY 14/15 with funds acquired under the federal and state
asset forfeiture programs.

DISCUSSION

Due to the continued narcotic related investigation activities, the Detective Bureau has
identified the need to purchase two narcotics canines capable of supporting the
operations of the Special Enforcement Section (S ES).

Over the last few years SES staff has seized significant amounts of illicit drugs and
several million dollars in bulk U.S. currency. The investigations that resulted in these
seizures have proven to be extremely complex and routinely cross international
boundaries. The success of these operations would have been difficult, if not impossible
to achieve without the use of canines trained to detect narcotics.

The Police Department continues to partner with the Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA) by assigning one Beverly Hills police officer to their Los Angeles Strike Force
working as a Task Force Officer (TFO). The Strike Force’s mission is to combat drug
trafficking and deter Drug Trafficking Organizations (DTO) from establishing strongholds
in the Los Angeles region. One of the canines purchased would be assigned to the TFO
and replace a canine that was retired recently. This canine would be used primarily to
support search warrant and drug seizure related operations conducted by the DEA’s Los
Angeles Area Strike Force.

The second canine would be used within the City to assist with routine searches of
residences and vehicles in accordance with the lawful execution of search warrants;
secondary searches of impounded vehicles owned by individuals arrested for drug
related charges; and, in partnership with Beverly Hills High School staff, conduct
ongoing random searches of classrooms and lockers in an effort to deter the possession
of and use of illicit drugs. This canine would also be used to help combat the importation
of illicit drugs through parcel delivery services such as the US Postal Service and the 15
to 20 privately owned Commercial Mail Receiving Agencies (CMRA) located within the
City of Beverly Hills. The recommended motion requests that the City Council
appropriate $30,000 from the Seized & Forfeited Property Fund for purchase of these
two narcotics detection canines and the related training and equipment.

The Detective Bureau also continues to conduct investigations of dangerous and prolific
narcotics suspects and has identified the need for an additional vehicle dedicated to
support the operational needs of SES. In order to continue to be effective in disrupting
these drug operations through proven investigative techniques, staff seeks to purchase
an additional vehicle to be used exclusively for surveillance. The acquisition of a vehicle
dedicated solely to surveillance that can be equipped with cameras and a portable
computer will enhance SES’s ability to conduct surveillance beyond traditional methods.
This will also allow staff to maintain a safer distance from targets while gathering the
necessary intelligence to further disrupt and dismantle criminal organizations. The
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recommend motion requests that the City Council appropriate $50,000 from the Seized
& Forfeited Property Fund for the purchase of a surveillance vehicle.

Additionally, the Detective Bureau continues to improve its efforts to perform high-risk
operations. These efforts require specialized equipment to ensure that staff is capable
of responding to major events such as hostage situations; acts of terrorism, the
execution of search warrants, or engaging heavily armed criminals. Among the
equipment used by the Investigative Services Division’s Detective Bureau is the rifle. To
fully maximize the advantages of Detective Bureau staff deploying rifles, it is
recommended that these rifles be individually equipped with rifle suppressors. The
addition of the suppressors will accomplish two goals: (1) this will standardize the rifles,
making them identical to the weapons system platform that staff from other areas of the
Police Department have been assigned, and (2) the suppressors will help guard against
the exposure to high frequency decibel gunfire generated by rifles. These high-decibel
levels can be especially concerning in confined spaces such as a police car, urban
business environment, or residence. The recommended motion requests that the City
Council appropriate $20,000 from the Seized & Forfeited Property Fund to purchase rifle
suppressors.

FISCAL IMPACT

The costs associated with all of these purchases total $100,000 and will be made from
the Seized and Forfeited Property Fund. These restricted funds can only be used to
enhance the operations of the Police Department.

The two narcotics detecting canines will increase the department’s Fund 40 equipment
replacement charges by $6,000 per year. The costs associated with the purchase of
rifle suppressors will increase the department’s Fund 40 equipment replacement
charges by $2,500 per year.

The City’s Fleet Services Division will perform the regular routine maintenance of the
surveillance vehicle and collect vehicle replacement charges, allowing for its eventual
replacement when the vehicle’s lifecycle ends. The surveillance vehicle will increase the
department’s vehicle replacement fund charges by approximately $8,000 per year.

Don Rhoads ~ Da~~wden, Chief of Police
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