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RESOLUTION NO. 14-R-

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
BEVERLY HILLS DESIGNATING THE JOE E. BROWN
RESIDENCE AT 707 WALDEN DRIVE AS A LOCAL
LANDMARK AND PLACING THE PROPERTY ON THE LOCAL
REGISTER OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

Section 1. On January 24, 2012, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 12-0-2617

establishing a historic preservation program and establishing a Local Register of Historic Properties in the

City of Beverly Hills. The Ordinance enables the City Council to designate local landmarks and

historic districts and to place those properties and geographical areas on the City’s Register of

Historic Properties.

Section 2. On April 9, 2014, the Cultural Heritage Commission, in response to a request

from the property owners, conducted a preliminary consideration of the Master Architect property at 707

Walden Drive, Beverly Hills, pursuant to Section 10-3-3215 A of the Historic Preservation Ordinance,

and concluded that the property at 707 Walden Drive, Beverly Hills warranted formal consideration by

the Commission for inclusion onto the Local Register of Historic Properties as Local Landmarks.

Section 3. On July 9, 2014, the Cultural Heritage Commission considered a City Landmark

Assessment & Evaluation Report for the Joe E. Brown Residence at 707 Walden Drive, Beverly Hills

incorporated herein as Exhibit A, and other evidence provided during the proceedings and observations

and moved to nominate the Joe E. Brown Residence at 707 Walden Drive, Beverly Hills as a local

Landmark. The Commission based its action on the findings of fact and reasons listed in the City

Landmark Assessment & Evaluation Report by Jan Ostashay of Ostashay and Associates Consulting and

other evidence.



Section 4. On August 19, 2014, the City Council considered the recommendation of the

Cultural Heritage Commission and adopted this resolution. The Council based its action on the findings

of fact and reasons listed in the Landmark Assessment and Evaluation Report by Ostashay and Associates

Consulting and other evidence provided during the proceedings.

Section 5. BACKGROUND. Constructed in 1930, this Spanish Colonial Revival

residence has a strong horizontal orientation and is set back from the street by a well-manicured open

lawn, buffered plantings, mature trees, driveway, and original flagstone stepped walkway approach to the

front door gate vestibule. This well-executed Spanish Colonial Revival style residence was designed and

built by Rene Rivierre, a local builder who designed, built and sold a number of residences in the

community. The multi-level, stucco clad wood-frame structure was constructed at a cost of roughly

$25,000 with a large garage built at the rear of the lot for $1,000. Just after it was completed the property

sold to entertainer and comedic actor Joe E. Brown. According to an article in the Beverly Hills Citizen

dated March 19, 1931, the house was sold to Brown from Rivierre at the cost of $75,000 with the

transaction handled by the Love Realty Company. The article went on to describe the property as having a

frontage of 90 feet and a depth of 200 feet with three patios, four separate lawns, six tile baths

[bathrooms], four master bedrooms, and fourteen rooms in all.’

Brown made only a few alterations to the house, including a screening room upstairs in 1934 and the

cosmetic remodeling of the library and the formal dining room with new window treatments, glazed

Spanish tiles, decorative moldings, and built-in bookcases. Upon completion of the latter remodeling

work, the living room and dining room were prominently featured in an Architectural Digest publication

from 1936/19372 The film projection room work was also designed and completed by Rene Rivierre

while the other work was completed by builder Tifal Limited in association with a number of suppliers

1 #ioe E. Brown Buys New Residence on N. Walden,” Beverly Hills Citizen, March 19, 1931, pg. 2.
2 Digest, volume 9, 1936/193Z
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who are listed in the Architectural Digest article. The residence with its siting, plan configuration, design,

and workmanship is an outstanding example of its period, architectural style, and artisanship.

Joe E. Brown and his family lived at the Walden property from 1931 to 1938 when he purchased an

English Manor style residence in Brentwood. According to a Los Angeles Times article, it appears he

moved into the Brentwood property sometime later as he had that house extensively remodeled upon

purchase.3 Brown sold the property in 1940 to Mr. and Mrs. Mayor J. Wailer of Seattle, Washington.4

Mayor Judge Wailer was a high-profile real estate developer in the Seattle area and had retired to Palm

Springs prior to purchasing the Walden property. He and his wife Mary owned and occupied the Walden

house for many years though they also maintained a winter home in Palm Springs. Mayor Wailer passed

away in Palm Springs in 1945, but Mary Wailer maintained the Walden property until 1953, when she

became a full-time resident of Palm Springs. At that time, she sold the subject property to Otto S. and

Esther L. Aber. Otto Schultz Aber was in the wholesale toy business while he and his wife Esther Louise

resided in the Spanish style home. After only five years of occupancy and ownership did they sell the

property to Ellis and Frances Ring in May of 1958. The couple hailed from New York though they

relocated to southern California in the 1 950s where Ellis Ring, a dentist, established his practice in Santa

Monica. The Ring’s in turn sold it a month later to Maxwell E. and Marcie C. Greenberg. According to

Maxwell Greenberg’s obituary he was a prominent local attorney who had served on the Los Angeles

Board of Police Commissioners from 1980 to 1984 as an appointee of Mayor Tom Bradley. He was a

strong advocate of civil liberties and was also named national chairman of the Anti-Defamation League

from 1979 to 1982. He was a Los Angeles native and attended the University of California, Los Angeles

and was a graduate of the Harvard Law School. Greenberg started his own private practice in Los Angeles

in the early 1950s. After his firm dissolved in the mid-1980s, Greenberg joined the firm of Jeffer,

Mangels, Butler & Marmaro in Century City as a senior partner. He passed away at the age of 85 on

~ “Dwelling Bought by Joe E. Brown,” Los Angeles Times, November13, 1938, pg. E3.
~ “Newcomers Acquire Joe E. Brown House,” Los Angeles Times, November 3, 1940.
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October 9, 2007. The subject property was sold by the Marcie Greenberg Trust in 2013 to William and

Jody Fay, the current owners.

Section 6. FiNDINGS. Pursuant to the City of Beverly Hills Historic Preservation

Ordinance (Title 10, Chapter 3, Article 32; BHIVIC 10-3-32), The Joe E. Brown Residence at 707 Walden

Drive, Beverly Hills individually satisfies the necessary requirements for local landmark designation.

The Joe E. Brown Residence is individually eligible under “significance” criterion A.1. The property is

ident~/led with important events in the main currents of national, state, or local history, or directly

exempflfIes or manjfests sign~flcant contributions to the broad social, political, cultural, economic,

recreational, or architectural history of the Nation, State, City, or community. The subject property

visually and physically exemplifies and manifests design features of the City’s architectural heritage and

residential development in that it conveys sufficient contextual history and architectural integrity to

establish it as a distinct element of its period and style. The residence is a well-executed and clearly

planned intact example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style as designed and constructed by master

designer Rene Rivierre. As such it visually and physically memorializes an important aspect of the

community’s residential development history, architectural heritage, and direct association with a notable

designer. Therefore, this property satisfies this criterion.

The Joe E. Brown Residence at 707 Walden Drive Beverly Hills is individually eligible under

“significance” criterion A.2. The property is directly associated with the lives of Sign~flcant Persons

important to national, state, City or local history. The property was built as speculation by the designer

and builder Rene Rivierre in 1930. Rivierre sold the property directly to entertainer/comedic actor Joe E.

Brown in 1931, just after it was finished. Brown and his family, wife and two sons, lived there until

roughly 1938, when they moved to Brentwood. When Brown purchased and resided in the house during

much of the 193 Os, he was at the height of his film career starring in over two dozen motion pictures at

that time. In 1934, Brown even installed a private projection room, den area on the second floor of his
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Walden house so that he could preview his own movies, discuss roles and scripts with writers and

producers, and entertain other movie moguls and industry clientele; of course later it was also used by his

family as a den. As a result of Joe E. Brown’s direct association with the subject the property does satisfy

this criterion.

The Joe E. Brown Residence at 707 Walden Drive Beverly Hills is individually eligible under

“significance” criterion A.3. The property embodies the distinctive characteristics ofa style, type, period,

or method ofconstruction. The property is an excellent example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style and

appropriately incorporates the signature character-defining features of the idiom in its plan, architectural

style, composition, materials, and design philosophy. Although it has experienced minor exterior

alterations in recent years, these modifications occurred on secondary elevations (side and rear) of the

house and its primary façade evident from the street, its intimate inner courtyard, and main front

elevations of the building remain intact and almost identical to its original appearance. Elements of the

Spanish Colonial Revival idiom are design characteristics well incorporated into the property such as its

multi-level roof forms with central tower; an inner courtyard area with embellished fountain; arch shape

openings over doors and windows; terra cotta mission barrel roof tiles; asymmetrical façade and overall

composition; smooth trowel finish stucco exterior wall materials; focal windows boxed by wrought iron

grilles; prominent chimneys with decorative vent caps; and varied fenestration including casement, fix

and sash with clear, multi-color stained, leaded, or bullseye glass. Other features of the dwelling include

upper-story cantilever balconies supported by stucco and/or wood corbels; ornate wrought iron stair and

balcony railings some with stanchions; turned balcony support posts with carved bracket capitals and

beams; loggias with arch shape openings, flagstone paving, and beamed ceilings; stucco wing walls and

other privacy walls; and privacy entrance gates with turned wood spindles and monumental front door. As

an outstanding representative example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style that fully embodies the

distinctive style, period, and characteristics of the idiom the property does satisfy this criterion.
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The Joe E. Brown Residence at 707 Walden Drive Beverly Hills is individually eligible under

“significance” criterion A.4. The property represents a notable work of a person included on the City’s

List of Master Architects or possesses high artistic or aesthetic value. This Spanish Colonial Revival

residence at 707 North Walden Drive was designed by master designer Rene Rivierre, an accomplished

and well-respected designer in the area and an individual included on the City’s List of Master Architects.

His portfolio of work in Beverly Hills includes the design and construction of five grand homes north of

Santa Monica Boulevard and twelve smaller tract type homes south of Wilshire Boulevard. In all Rivierre

designed seventeen dwellings in the City all of which reflect the Spanish Colonial Revival style. The

subject property is one of the finer examples of his works that visually and physically convey his distinct

theory of design and construction techniques in the City. Rivierre also designed and constructed the

detached garage in 1930 and second floor addition in 1934. Because the property represents one of Rene

Rivierre’s most notable works it does satisfy this criterion. The property also appears to possess high

aesthetic value as its rich Spanish Colonial Revival architectural style and ornamentation so fully

articulates the design philosophy and concept of the idiom.

The Joe B. Brown Residence at 707 Walden Drive is individually eligible under “significance” criterion B

(BHMC 10-3-3212(B), because the building retains integrity from its period of significance. The period of

significance for the subject property is 1930 to 1938, when the property was built and occupied by

vaudeville entertainer/comedic actor Joe E. Brown and his family. Those important features of design,

materials, location, setting, workmanship, feeling, and association from this period are still evident on the

property and help to render it historically significant for architectural and historical importance.

Because of its historic architectural character, association with Joe B. Brown, and its contribution to the

City’s rich and unique architectural heritage the property is considered to have historic value. Therefore,

the property is individually eligible under “significance” criterion C (BHIVIC 10-3-3212(C), because the

property has Historic Value
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Section 7. PARTICULAR CHARACTERISTICS JUSTIFYING LANDMARK

DESIGNATION THAT SHOULD BE PRESERVED. Use and development of the Joe E. Brown

Residence at 707 Walden Drive, Beverly Hills shall be governed by the Secretary of the Interior’s

Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating,

Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings (1995) by Weeks and Grimmer (herein referred to as the

SQl Standards). These standards and guidelines have been formulated to ensure that any significant

adverse changes to the historic resource do not compromise those qualities that justify the landmark

listing.

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties defines historic

character by the form and detailing of materials, such as masonry, wood, stucco, plaster, terra cotta, metal,

etc.; specific features, such as roofs, porches, windows and window elements, moldings, staircases,

chimneys, driveways, garages, landscape and hardscape elements, etc.; as well as spatial relationships

between buildings, structures, and features; room configurations; and archaic structural and mechanical

systems.

Identifying those features or elements that give a historic property visual character and which should be

taken into account and preserved to the maximum extent possible is important in order for the property to

maintain its historical significance. Character-defining features associated with the Joe E. Brown

Residence are those exterior features on the building dating from its original construction in 1930 and the

property’s association with Joe E. Brown 1931-1938. Such features include its siting on the lot and set

back from the street; its landscaped setting; the height, shape, mass, and composition of the dwelling in

relationship to its setting and immediate environment; as well as the physical attributes that define the

Spanish Colonial Revival architectural style. The important exterior character-defining features of the

property include, but are not limited to the following:
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• Height, shape, form, massing, and overall multi-level composition of the house

• Physical attributes that help to define the Spanish Colonial Revival architectural style

• Multi-level complex hipped mission barrel tile covered roof, multi-pitch, distinct square shape

stucco tower with finial

• Asymmetrical composition and placement of window openings and features (fenestration pattern),

some deeply recessed into exterior wall plane

• Flagstone walkways, steps, and approach paths

• Wing wall with half arched opening

• Enclosed courtyard with decorative tiled quatrefoil shape fountain, mature landscape and trees,

smooth stucco trowel finish walls with terra cotta tile coping, wrought iron trim, loggias with arch

shape openings

• Decorative glazed ceramic tile

• Plain stucco walls

• Arched and quatrefoil shape openings (doors, windows, loggias, etc.)

• Wrought iron railings and boxed window grilles

• Terra cotta mission barrel roof tiles with minimal overhang and stucco cornice molding

• Madonna and Child bas relief recessed into niche along south side of front facing wing wall

within entry loggia

• Entry tower with decorative cornice trim, terra cotta barrel roof tiles, and finial
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• Vertical wood plank door shutters along east wall of courtyard loggia

• Irregularly shaped multi-pad concrete driveway

• Arched shape porte cochere and associated decorative features, flagstone steps, wrought iron

railings, and arch shape side entry gate with decorative turned wood spindles

• Arcaded loggias with arched shape openings, flagstone paving, stucco walls and ceilings, and

wood ceiling beams

• Exterior overhanging cantilever balconies some with turned wood posts and decorative carved

wood bracket capitals and support beams, decorative wrought iron railings, wood beam corbels

and stucco corbels; some balconies enclosed by multi-pane wood-frame windows

• Chimneys some with decorative brick and/or stucco caps, including stuccoed fireplace and

chimney box at rear (west) of lot

• Enclosed inner courtyard location, size, shape, and spatial relationship and function to dwelling

• Front pedestrian entry gate with turned wood spindles, bronze mailbox slot on wall, door

hardware, and “No Peddlers or Agents” signage on front of gate door

• Exterior staircases with wrought iron railings, decorative glazed tiles on risers, and terrace cotta

paver treads

• Decorative stucco clad tiled screen vent openings at base of house and tiled canales at gable ends

• Fenestration: wood frame sash; wood frame and metal frame multi-pane casement windows;

some with wood sills, stucco sill bases, and plank headers

• Arched shape French wood doors with flanking multi-pane side lites
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• Arch shape decorative panel front entry door with wood carvings, flagstone steps, wrought iron

railing, decorative hardware, and peek-a-boo window

• Wood frame French doors with flat heads set in pairs or singular

• Stained, leaded, bullseye, or bottle glass windows of varying size and shape some with decorative

roundels

• Smooth trowel finish stucco clad three car garage with terra cotta covered side facing gable roof;

arch shape garage door openings, wood panel garage doors with recessed octofoil shape panels set

in rows

Section 8. REASONS FOR DESIGNATING THE JOE E. BROWN RESIDENCE AT 707

WALDEN DRIVE, AS A LANDMARK. The City Council finds that the Joe E. Brown Residence at 707

Walden Drive, meets the criteria for designation as a landmark, and that this building warrants

designation because it meets the City of Beverly Hills’ criteria for designation as a local

Landmark, as required in the City’s Historic Preservation Ordinance (BHMC Section 10-3-

3212). The property satisfies the requirement of subsection 10-3-321 2(A)( 1), in that it “is identified with

important events in the main currents of national, state, or local history, or directly exemplifies or

manifests significant contributions to the broad social, political, cultural, economic, recreational, or

architectural history of the Nation, State, City, or community.” Because of its historical associations the

subject property manifests an important period in the City’s residential development and architectural

heritage. The subject property satisfies the requirements of subsection 10-3-32 12(A)(2), in that it is

directly associated with an important person, early entertainer and comedic film star Joe E. Brown. In

addition, the subject property satisfies the requirements of subsection 10-3-321 2(A)(3), in that it

“embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction.” The design of
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the subject property fully embodies the distinctive key features and characteristics of the Spanish Colonial

Revival style. And under the requirements of subsection 10-3-321 2(A)(4), the property satisfies this

criterion in that it “represents the notable work of a person included on the City’s List of Master

Architects,” the property is associated with noted designer Rene Rivierre. It also “possesses high aesthetic

value” as it epitomizes the design concepts and philosophy of the Spanish Colonial Revival style. The

property also satisfies the requirements of subsection 10-3-32 12(B) in that it retains sufficient integrity to

physically convey its historical significance, and subsection 10-3-3212(C) since its unique architecture

and historical past are considered tangible evidence that help to give it historic value. The property at 707

North Walden Drive is, therefore, qualifies for landmark designation.

Section 9. GENERAL GUIDELINES AND STANDARDS FOR FUTURE PROPOSED

CHANGES PURSUANT TO THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORDINANCE (Section 10-3-3224).

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for

Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings (1995) by Weeks and

Grimmer (herein referred to as the SOl Standards and Guidelines) are incorporated as reference. These

standards and guidelines have been formulated to ensure that any significant adverse changes to the

property do not compromise those qualities that justif~i its listing as a landmark. The guidelines and

standards are an aid to public and private property owners, and others, formulating plans for new

construction, for rehabilitation or alteration of existing structures, and for site development. The

guidelines pertain to buildings of all occupancy and construction types, sizes and materials, and pertain to

construction on the exterior of existing buildings as well as new, attached, or adjacent construction. The

SOI Standards and Guidelines are also designed to be standards which City Staff and the Cultural

Heritage Commission shall apply when making decisions about Certificates of Appropriateness as

required by the City of Beverly Hills Historic Preservation Ordinance. The location and boundaries of the

delineated resource or resources are the property boundaries.
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Section 10. ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS. Designation of the Joe E. Brown

Residence at 707 Walden Drive, Beverly Hills as a local historic landmark was assessed in accordance

with the authority and criteria contained in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the State

CEQA Guidelines, and the environmental regulations of the City. It has been determined that

designation of the Joe E. Brown Residence would not have a significant environmental impact and

is exempt from CEQA pursuant to Sections 15061(b)(3), 15308, and 15331 of Title 14 of the California

Code of Regulations. It can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the designation of

the Joe E. Brown Residence may have a significant effect on the environment, as no specific

development is authorized by this resolution, and any future development proposed pursuant

this resolution will require separate environmental analysis when the details of those proposals

are known. Further, designating the Joe E. Brown Residence is an action of the City to protect and

preserve an historic resource.

Section 11. GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY. Designation of the Joe E. Brown

Residence at 707 Walden Drive as a local historic landmark is consistent with the objectives, principles,

and standards of the General Plan. General Plan Policy “HP 1.3 - Promote National, State, and Local

Designation of Historic Resources” encourages the establishment of programs encouraging the

nomination of landmarks.

Section 12. The City Council hereby designates the Joe E. Brown Residence at 707 Walden

Drive as a local landmark in the City of Beverly Hills and places this property on the City of Beverly Hills

Local Register of Historic Properties, as Landmark No. 25, for the reasons set forth in this resolution.
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Section 13. The record of proceedings for designation of the Joe E. Brown Residence at 707

Walden Drive as a local landmark included on the City’s Register of Historic Properties is maintained by

the City as part of the official records of the Community Development Department at 455 North Rexford

Drive, Beverly Hills, California, 90210.

Section 14. The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of the Resolution and shall

cause the Resolution and his certification to be entered in the Book of Resolutions of the Council

of the City of Beverly Hills. The City Clerk shall also cause the Resolution to be recorded in the

office of the county recorder of the county of Los Angeles as authorized by Section 3215 K of

Chapter 3 of Title 10 of the City of Beverly Hills Municipal Code.

Adopted:

Lili Bosse
Mayor of the City of Beverly Hills,
California

ATTEST:

(SEAL)

BYRON POPE
City Clerk

- 13 -



APPROVED AS TO FORM APPROVED AS TO CONTENT

J~’r _____

LAURENCE S. WIENER JEFFREY C. KOLIN
City Attorney City Manager

SUMN HEALY KEENE
Dir~c(tor of Community Development

Exhibit A — City Landmark Assessment & Evaluation Report and Attachments for the Joe. E. Brown
Residence at 707 Walden Drive, Beverly Hills, CA Prepared by Ostashay & Associates
Consulting

1739866.3
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CITY LANDMARK ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION

Joe E. Brown Residence
707 North Walden Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 90210

APN: 4345-017-004

INTRODUCTION

This landmark assessment and evaluation report, completed by Ostashay & Associates
Consulting for the City of Beverly Hills, documents and evaluates the local significance and
landmark eligibility of the Joe E. Brown Residence located at 707 North Walden Drive in the City
of Beverly Hills, California. This assessment report includes a discussion of the survey
methodology used, a summarized description of the property, a brief contextual history of the
property, the landmark criteria considered and applied, evaluation of significance, photographs,
and applicable supporting materials.

METHODOLOGY

The landmark assessment was conducted by Jan Ostashay, principal with Ostashay & Associates
Consulting. In order to identify and evaluate the subject property as a potential local landmark,
an intensive-level survey was conducted. The assessment included a review of the National
Register of Historic Places (National Register) and its annual updates, the California Register of
Historical Resources (California Register), and the California Historic Resources Inventory list
maintained by the State Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) in order to determine if any
previous evaluations or survey assessments of the property had been performed.

For this current assessment a site inspection and a review of building permits and tax assessor
records were also done to document the property’s existing condition and assist in evaluating
the residence for historical significance. The City of Beverly Hills landmark criteria were
employed to evaluate the local significance of the property and its eligibility for landmark
designation. In addition, the following tasks were performed for the study:

• Searched records of the National Register, California Register, and OHP Historic
Resources Inventory.

• Conducted a field inspection of the subject property with the property owner.

• Conducted site-specific research on the subject property utilizing Sanborn fire
insurance maps, city directories, newspaper articles, historical photographs, and
building permits.

Joe E. Brown Residence, 707 North Walden Drive
City Landmark Assessment and Evaluation Report
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• Reviewed and analyzed ordinances, statutes, regulations, bulletins, and technical
materials relating to federal, state, and local historic preservation, designation
assessment procedures, and related programs.

• Evaluated the potential historic resource based upon criteria established by the City
of Beverly Hills and utilized the OHP survey methodology for conducting survey
assessments.

FINDINGS

The Joe E. Brown Residence appears to meet the City’s criteria for designation as a local
landmark as required in Section 10-3-3212 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance (BHMC 10-3-
3212(A)(B)(C)). The subject property satisfies the requirement of subsection A., which requires
that at least two of the six BHMC 10-3-3212 “significance” criteria be met. Upon conclusion of
the assessment and evaluation, the property appears to satisfy four of the “significance”
criteria: criterion A.1, A.2, A.3, and A.4. It also meets the requirements of subsection 10-3-
3212(B), which requires that: “The property retains integrity from its period of significance,”
and subsection 10-3-3212(C), which requires that: “The property has historic value.”

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The subject property is located mid-block along the west side of North Walden Drive between
Elevado Drive and Lomitas on lot 4 of block 177 of the Beverly Hills tract. The parcel is almost
rectangular in shape and measures 85 feet along the street (east), roughly 201 feet along its
southern boundary, 84 feet along the alley, and approximately 212 feet along its northern
parcel line. According to the Los Angeles County Tax Assessor records the property was built in
1930 and currently has 7, 157 square feet of space with five bedrooms and five bathrooms. It is
situated within a well-developed residential neighborhood that contains improvements from
the late 1920s. There are also a few post World War II dwellings constructed on this block of
North Walden Drive in addition to three infill properties that date from the 2000s.

The 707 North Walden Drive property has not been previously identified or evaluated under
any of the City’s past historic resources survey efforts. A historical narrative was prepared on
the subject property by Historic Resources Group (HRG) of Pasadena for Richard Greenberg and
the Marcie C. Greenberg Trust, the prior owners, in September 2012.’ This report provides
construction and historical background information on the property, but does not evaluate it
for historical significance.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION AND CONSTRUCTION HISTORY

Description. A building permit was issued April 15, 1930 for the construction of a two-story
thirteen room single-family residence to owner, builder, and designer Rene Rivierre of Los
Angeles (Hollywood). On the same day a permit was issued to Rivierre for the assembly of a
detached garage with a small man’s room attached. The construction trade publication

Historic Resources Group, 707 N. Walden Drive, Beverly Hills, CA, September 4, 2012.

Joe E. Brown Residence, 707 North Walden Drive
City Landmark Assessment and Evaluation Report
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Southwest Builder and Contractor reported the proposed construction of the dwelling three
days earlier on April 11, 1930. According to this periodical, the wood-frame house was to be
stucco with hardwood floors, hardwood and pine trim, an automatic storage water heater, a
gas unit heating system, wrought iron, electric refrigeration, tile baths and drain boards, and a
garage. According to both the original permits and Southwest Builder and Contractor the
improvement cost of the house and garage was valued at $26,000.

Constructed in 1930, this Spanish Colonial Revival residence has a strong horizontal orientation
and is set back from the street by a well-manicured open lawn, buffered plantings, mature
trees, driveway, and original flagstone stepped walkway approach to the front door gate
vestibule. Organized around a walled inner courtyard, the stuccoed structure has tiled hipped
and gabled roofs atop one and two story wings. The main access entry, a turned wood gate
door, is recessed within an arched opening below a square shaped “tower” that is surmounted
by an ornate finial. A blind corbelled cornice and a paneled frieze wrap the tower just below the
tiled roof eave. Punctuating the central portion of the front-facing gable wing north of the
tower is a pair of French doors that are boxed by a decorative wrought iron grille set on a
stuccoed bulkhead with flat tile caps. South of the tower, along the front of the extended side-
facing gable roof wing is a pair of wood plank doors set within a rectangular shaped opening
that is also behind a similar decorative wrought iron boxed grille set on a stucco bulkhead with
flat tile caps. When these doors are open portions of the inner courtyard are visible from the
front yard and sidewalk. Half of a parabolic arch is cut through the wing wall at the north end of
the façade while a porte cochere with arched openings terminates the building on the south.
Fenestration includes wood-frame and metal multi-pane casement windows, sash, tripartite,
and fix-pane some with wood sills, stucco sill bases, and wood beam lintels. The shape, size,
placement, and configuration of the windows vary depending on their type, location, and
glazing. Window glass also varies and includes clear, stained, leaded, bullseye, and bottle glass.
Decorative stucco clad chimneys with varied shape and size chimney vent crowns or arrestor
caps punctuate the roof plain of the multi-level house. A large brick painted chimney is
attached onto the west (rear) wall of the house and services what was Joe E. Brown’s projection
room and is now the upstairs entertainment room.

The inner courtyard, which occupies the southeast corner of the plan, is square shape and is
covered with small stones. An ornately tiled quatrefoil shaped fountain is the central feature of
this space while a stuccoed cantilever balcony with ornately turned wood posts and carved
bracket capitals, tiled flooring, and wrought iron railing system overlooks this central outdoor
area. Off set to the south of the balcony is a flat-headed window opening with three wood-
frame, multi-pane casements. A pair of wood-frame French doors with side lites is set within a
large arched shape opening off the balcony. Besides access from within to what is now the
master bedroom, the balcony is also approached from the courtyard via an ornately glazed tiled
staircase with wrought iron railing. The courtyard is also framed to the east (front) and north
(side) by covered flagstone paved loggias with arched shape openings; and to the south by a
high-rise stucco wall with ornate wrought iron features.
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The approach to the actual front door of the dwelling is purposely processional and starts at the
sidewalk and flagstone walkway to the recessed gated arched vestibule, then along along a
covered arcade adjacent the courtyard to a stepped stoop with wrought iron railing and the
ornately carved monumental wood door with peek-a-boo window. There is a reproduction
Della Robbia-style Madonna and Child bas relief recessed in a wall niche just inside the front
gate vestibule to the north.

The interior of the house is as richly decorated as the exterior with high ceilings in the living
areas, stenciled ceilings, carved beamed ceilings, terrace cotta tiled floors, a “focal point”
winding staircase with terrace cotta payers and decorative glazed tile risers, built-in bookcases
and corner nooks in the main rooms, and extensive peg/groove oak hardwood floors. The floor
of the solarium that faces west out to the backyard, deck, garage, and swimming pool area is
paved with brightly patterned encaustic imported tiles. What was probably the original master
bedroom upstairs was walipapered with suede upholstery, but has recently been replaced in-
kind with paint that visually reads as suede. The former film projection room that Joe E. Brown
had constructed as a second floor addition over the southern rear wing of the house in 1934
has been sympathetically adapted into the entertainment room with special surround sound,
shelving, and television. The brick mantel and chimney also constructed in 1934 is still in place
along the west wall of this room. The kitchen area that also included a separate pantry and
butler pantry was recently remodeled into a larger kitchen space to accommodate the needs of
the current owner and modern appliances. A staircase that provides direct access to the
entertainment room upstairs was added as part of the recent kitchen remodel work. The
bathrooms are rather intact with large areas of original 1930s multi-color glazed tiles, fixtures
and fittings still evident and operational.

The driveway situated along the south side of the parcel is composed of concrete squares of
varying size that are slightly separated by dirt (originally grass) and leads from the street to a
three car garage at the west end of the lot. The garage also features smooth trowel finished
stucco walls, a side facing tile covered gable roof, three arch shape garage door openings along
the east elevation, and three wood panel garage doors with recessed octofoil shape panels set
in rows. Auto access to the garage from the alley was added as part of the recent renovation
work. What was original referred to as the “man’s room” on the building permit is attached to
the north side of the garage. The backyard also includes an original outdoor fireplace, a recently
installed swimming pool and spa, some landscaping, and a recently added paved deck with
barbeque bar and counter centrally situated within the rear “U” shape of the house. Arched
shape windows and cantilever balconies look out on to this rear patio area.

Typical of the Spanish Colonial Revival idiom are design features incorporated into the property
such as the multi-level roof forms with central tower; an inner courtyard area with embellished
fountain; arch shape openings over doors and windows; terra cotta mission barrel roof tiles;
asymmetrical façade and overall composition; smooth trowel finish stucco exterior wall
materials; focal windows boxed by wrought iron grilles; prominent chimneys with decorative
vent caps; and varied fenestration including casement, fix and sash with clear, multi-color
stained, leaded, or bullseye glass. Other features of the dwelling include upper-story cantilever
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balconies supported by stucco and/or wood corbels; ornate wrought iron stair and balcony
railings some with stanchions; turned balcony support posts with carved bracket capitals and
beams; loggias with arch shape openings, flagstone paving, and beamed ceilings; stucco wing
walls and other privacy walls; and privacy entrance gates with turned wood spindles and
monumental front door.

Building Permit History. In reviewing the building permits on file with the City it appears there
have been modest changes to the property up to 2013. The initial owner Joe E. Brown who
lived there with his family from 1931 to 1938 made only a few modifications including the
addition of an upstairs private film projection room in 1934 and some decorative casework in
the living room and dining room in 1935. The kitchen walls were re-plastered and the kitchen
cabinets were refinished in 1958 by a later owner. Despite this work in the kitchen area in the
late 1950s it remained largely the same in appearance.

The property is currently undergoing an extensive restoration/rehabilitation work effort to
repair and restore many of the building’s original exterior and interior features that have
deteriorated over the years. The backyard is also being renovated with a new deck, yard, and
swimming pool with spa. As mentioned, the kitchen was also recently renovated and expanded
as part of that current work. The kitchen remodel, which also included the addition of a new
staircase in the kitchen area required the alteration of some fenestration along the south (side)
elevation. The three wood sash windows that originally opened at the kitchen sink were
replaced with a compatible slightly smaller wood-frame tripartite type window. The elongated
bottle glass casement originally set at the second floor along the south elevation was shifted
slightly to the west and set in the wall between the two floors at the interior landing of the new
staircase in the kitchen area. And, to accommodate the landing of the new staircase part of the
exterior stucco corbel trim along this south elevation was lowered.

Relevant permits that have been recorded with the City of Beverly Hills over the years include
the following work scopes:

YEAR DESCRIPTION OF WORK

1930 Residence, architect (designer): Rene Rivierre ($25,000)

1930 Garage (detached) and man’s room, architect (designer): Rene Rivierre ($1,000)

1934 Additions and alterations (no enlargement to present ground), architect (designer): Rene Rivierre
($4,000)

1935 Decorative casework in dining room, contractor: Tifal Limited ($1,000)

1958 Re-plaster entire kitchen and resurface existing cabinets ($1,000)

2000 Remove tiles, install MSR underlayment relay tiles ($3,700)
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2013 Install new roof mounted photovoltaic system (no value cited)

2014 Fire sprinkler system

2013 Remodel single-family residence: interior kitchen remodel with stair to 2~ floor ($120,000)

2013 New swimming pool and spa ($30,000)

2013 Remodel master bath ($35,000)

Most of the modifications, as discussed and listed above, appear to have been interior changes
that have not physically or visually affected the key primary elevations of the exterior of the
house. The exterior restoration/rehabilitation work activities currently in progress at the
property have been reviewed and approved by City staff for consistency with the Secretary of
the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. Most of the interior features of the house that are
under this current work effort are also being repaired and restored in-kind though the kitchen
area was reconfigured and enlarged. Any exterior changes made to the residence appear
sympathetic to the property’s overall historic character and unique architectural qualities.
Where exterior features, such as the driveway, warranted replacement the work was done in-
kind to match the original feature in material, design, location, size, shape, and overall
appearance. The recent work has not significantly compromised the property’s original
architectural design intent, historical integrity, or important character-defining features.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Beverly Hills. The early settlement and development of Beverly Hills began on what was called
Rancho Rodeo de las Aguas. This land was originally claimed by Mexican settlers Maria Rita
Valdez and her husband Vicente Valdez around 1822. Aptly named The Ranch of the Gathering
of the Waters, the swamps or “cienegas” that characterize the natural landscape were created
by rain run off flowing out of Coldwater and Benedict Canyons. Vegetable farming, sheep
herding, bee keeping and the raising of walnut trees were the primary agricultural activities
within the rancho lands during the latter half of the nineteenth century. Several attempts at
subdividing and establishing communities on the ranch lands were attempted during the 1860s
and 1880s, but ended in failure.2

In 1906, the Amalgamated Oil Company reorganized as the Rodeo Land and Water Company.
Burton Green played a leading role in formulating the plans for a garden city, located between
Whittier Drive on the west, Doheny Drive on the east, Wilshire Boulevard on the south, and the
foothills above Sunset Boulevard to the north.3 The syndicate hired notable California park
planner, Wilbur F. Cook, Jr., to plan the new community. Cook had worked with landscape
architect Frederick Law Olmsted prior to moving to Oakland in 1905 to establish his own firm.
Comprised of “Beverly” in the commercial triangle between Santa Monica and Wilshire

2 Beverly Hills Historic Resources Survey 1985-1986, pg. 5.
~ Ibid, pp. 8-9.
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boulevards and “Beverly Hills” north of Santa Monica Boulevard, the new community was one
of the earliest planned communities in southern California.

In 1914, concern over establishment of a secure water system and the desire to improve the
local school system prompted incorporation of the City of Beverly Hills. The original boundaries
of the City were much the same as they are today, except for the area south of Wilshire
Boulevard, annexed in 1915, and Trousdale Estates, annexed in 1955. Most of the City was
open land at the time of incorporation with development scattered around Canon Drive,
Beverly Drive, Crescent Drive, and the downtown triangle.4

It was not until the 1920s that Beverly Hills became a haven for movie stars who joined
magnates such as Max Whittier and Burton Green. It began in 1920, when national attention
was focused on the City as Douglas Fairbanks and his bride Mary Pickford moved into their
house “Pickfair” at 1143 Summit Drive, setting the precedent for other entertainment industry
figures to follow. It became the “social center of the movie colony and goal of tourists” as W.W.
Robinson noted in his 1939 history of Beverly Hills. Within a few years, major entertainment
industry figures such as Gloria Swanson, Will Rogers, and Charles Chaplin moved to the City and
became Beverly Hills residents.5 In later years, Hollywood luminaries such as Gary Cooper,
Shirley Temple, Errol Flynn, Harold Lloyd, Daryl Zanuck, Clark Gable, Lucille Ball, Jack Benny, and
others moved to Beverly Hills. Actors, musicians, celebrities and other figures in the
entertainment industry continue to make the City their home today.

The architecture of Beverly Hills in the years following the City’s founding was dominated by
the Craftsman, Mission Revival, and Period Revival styles (Spanish Colonial, Tudor, French,
Georgian, Beaux-Arts Classicism, etc.). With Beverly Hills establishing itself as a haven for movie
stars in the 1920s, the architectural character of the city began to realize a varying degree of
extravagance in the design of its housing stock. Throughout the late 1920s and 1930s
sophisticated period revival styles dominated the domestic architecture of the City. By the mid
to late 1930s Beverly Hills became one of the areas in southern California most closely
connected with the development of the Hollywood Regency style. Born of the meeting of
Moderne sleekness with the elegance of early nineteenth century architectural forms, it used
simple, primary forms and blank wall surfaces to project exclusivity and sophistication.6 Beverly
Hills’ domestic architecture in the post-World War II era saw the incorporation of Revival
references in its new housing stock, and also the introduction of contemporary, luxury designs
reflective of the Mid-century Modern idiom.

Joe E. Brown Residence. This well-executed Spanish Colonial Revival style residence was
designed and built by Rene Rivierre, a local builder who designed, built and sold a number of
residences in the community. The multi-level, stucco clad wood-frame structure was
constructed at a cost of roughly $25,000 with a large garage built at the rear of the lot for
$1,000. Just after it was completed the property sold to entertainer and comedic actor Joe E.

4!bid, pg. 11.
~ Ibid, pg. 12-13.

6lbid. pg. 17.
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Brown. According to an article in the Beverly Hills Citizen dated March 19, 1931, the house was
sold to Brown from Rivierre at the cost of $75,000 with the transaction handled by the Love
Realty Company. The article went on to describe the property as having a frontage of 90 feet
and a depth of 200 feet with three patios, four separate lawns, six tile baths [bathrooms], four
master bedrooms, and fourteen rooms in all.7

Brown made only a few alterations to the house, including a screening room upstairs in 1934
and the cosmetic remodeling of the library and the formal dining room with new window
treatments, glazed Spanish tiles, decorative moldings, and built-in bookcases. Upon completion
of the latter remodeling work, the living room and dining room were prominently featured in
an Architectural Digest publication from 1936/1937.8 The film projection room work was also
designed and completed by Rene Rivierre while the other work was completed by builder Tifal,
Limited in association with a number of suppliers who are listed in the Architectural Digest
article. The residence with its siting, plan configuration, design, and workmanship is an
outstanding example of its period, architectural style, and artisanship.

Joe E. Brown and his family lived at the Walden property from 1931 to 1938 when he purchased
an English Manor style residence in Brentwood. According to a Los Angeles Times article, it
appears he moved into the Brentwood property sometime later as he had that house
extensively remodeled upon purchase.9 Brown sold the property in 1940 to Mr. and Mrs. Mayor
J. Wailer of Seattle, Washington at a cost of $35,000.’° The Mayor Judge Wailer was a high-
profile real estate developer in the Seattle area and had retired to Palm Springs prior
purchasing the Walden property. He and his wife Mary owned and occupied the Walden house
for many years though they also maintained a winter home in Palm Springs. Mayor WaIler
passed away in Palm Springs in 1945, but Mary Wailer maintained the Walden property until
1953, when she became a full-time resident of Palm Springs. At that time, she sold the subject
property to Otto S. and Esther L. Aber. Otto Schultz Aber was in the wholesale toy business
while he and his wife Esther Louise resided in the Spanish style home. After only five years of
occupancy and ownership did they sell the property to Ellis and Frances Ring in May of 1958.
The couple hailed from New York though they relocated to southern California in the 1950s
where Ellis Ring, a dentist, established his practice in Santa Monica. The Ring’s in turn sold it a
month later to Maxwell E. and Marcie C. Greenberg. According to Maxwell Greenberg’s
obituary he was a prominent local attorney who had served on the Los Angeles Board of Police
Commissioners from 1980 to 1984 as an appointee of Mayor Tom Bradley. He was a strong
advocate of civil liberties and was also named national chairman of the Anti-Defamation League
from 1979 to 1982. He was a Los Angeles native and attended the University of California, Los
Angeles and was a graduate of the Harvard Law School. Greenberg started his own private
practice in Los Angeles in the early 1950s. After his firm dissoived in the mid-1980s, Greenberg
joined the firm of Jeffer, Mangels, Butler & Marmaro in Century City as a senior partner. He

~ “Joe E. Brown Buys New Residence on N. Walden,” Beverly Hills Citizen, March 19, 1931, pg. 2.
~ Digest, volume 9, 1936/1937.
~ “Dwelling Bought by Joe E. Brown,” Los Angeles Times, November 13, 1938, pg. E3.
~° “Newcomers Acquire Joe E. Brown House,” Los Angeles Times, November 3, 1940.
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passed away at the age of 85 on October 9, 2007. The subject property was sold by the Marcie
Greenberg Trust in 2013 to William and Jody Fay, the current owners.

Joe E. Brown, entertainer/actor. Soon after the house was completed the property was
purchased directly from the builder/designer Rene Rivierre by noted actor and comedian Joe E.
Brown. Born Joseph Evans Brown in Holgate, Ohio near Toledo on July 28, 1891, he spent most
of his childhood in Toledo. At the age of nine he joined a troupe of circus tumblers which
toured the country on both the circus and vaudeville circuits. He gradually added comedy to his
act and transformed himself into a comedian. He made his Broadway debut in the musical
comedy Jim Jam Jems in the 1920s. By the late 1920s he was in Hollywood working as a
comedic actor and making movies. He shot to stardom after appearing in the 1929 talking
musical comedy On with the Show. Brown also starred in a number of Warner Brothers musical
comedies, including Sally (1929), Hold Everything (1930), and Song of the West (1930). He
would be well known for his loud yell, his infectious grin and his cavernous mouth, all of which
became his trademark. By 1931, his name began to appear alone above the title of his movies.
it was at this time that he purchased the 707 North Walden Drive property. He lived there
several years with his wife Kathryn McGraw (1892-1977), his two sons Joe L. Brown (1918-2010)
and Don E. Brown (1916-1942), and later with his two adopted infant daughters Mary Brown
(1930-) and Kathryn Brown (1934-).

During the 1930s he continued to stair in comedy movies, including Fireman, Save My Child
(1932); Elmer, the Great (1933) with Patricia Ellis and Claire Dodd; and Alibi Ike (1935) with
Olivia de Havilland. His other movies included Son of a Sailor in 1933 with Jean Muir and
Thelma Todd; A Very Honorable Guy (1934) with Alice White and Robert Barrat; and The Circus
Clown (1934) with Patricia Ellis and Dorothy Burgess; as well as in the 1934 movie Six-Day Bike
Rider with Maxine Doyle. He also starred in the 1936 films Polo Joe with Carol Hughes and
Richard Gallagher and Sons O’Guns with Joan Blondell. Joe E. Brown was one of the top ten
moneymaking stars for the years 1933 and 1936. Brown was such a noted celebrity that his
stardom was immortalized in the wet cement at the “Forecourt of the Stars” at the Grauman’s
Chinese Theatre in Hollywood in 1936. His footprints, handprints, autograph and even his
famous big mouth were imprinted into the cement.

In 1937, he left Warner Brothers to make films for producer David L. Loew starring in When’s
Your Birthday (1937), Riding on Air (1937), and The Gladiator (1938). Most of Brown’s films
produced under Loew were cheaply made with poor production values, and only a few were
successful. With Loew his popularity fell and by the end of the 1930s he was working in “B” type
pictures.’1

During World War II, Brown worked to entertain the troops while his film career waned. Their
enthusiastic response enabled Joe to overcome the death of his son, Captain Donald Brown, on
a pilot training flight. After the war, he was back performing in a road company tour of the
comedy “Harvey,” in 1947. Few roles were offered to him in the following years, though he did
play a small-town minister in the drama The Tender Years in 1948 and the role of Captain

Joe E. Brown biography, IMDb website (www.lMDb.com).
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Hawks in the big-budget remake of Show Boat (1951). After a few small roles in the 1950s, he
was discovered by a new generation of film goers as the millionaire Osgood Fielding Ill in Billy
Wilder’s classic film Some Like It Hot in 1959, uttering the last immortal line of the movie, “Well,
nobody’s perfect.”2

The Joe E. Brown residence was listed regularly on the various “Maps to the Stars Homes”
sightseeing maps that were sold throughout Hollywood and on various street corners of Beverly
Hills. Brown’s 707 North Walden Drive property was also memorialized in hand-tinted postcards
that were sold throughout the southland. Sightseeing buses would regular stop in front of his
house as part of their neighborhood celebrity tours of the area. Drivers with loud amplifiers
would read their scripts of celebrity facts and gossip for each house they toured. According to
an article in The Beverly Hills Citizen in 1936, a ban was sought on sightseeing buses that ferried
tourists through the streets of Beverly Hills. “Among the complainants was Joe E. Brown, who
declared the busses were stopping in front of his Walden Drive home and the drivers with loud
amplifiers were disturbing his family and the neighbors. Brown gave this as a reason he was
moving away from Beverly Hills.” Joe F. Brown, however, remained in Beverly Hills a few more
years though he did purchase a large English Manor style home in Brentwood in 1938.’~ He sold
the Walden property at a reported price of $35,000 in the latter part of 1940 to Mr. and Mrs.
M.J. Wailer, formerly of Seattle, Washington.

The house was featured in a 1936-1937 issue of Architectural Digest. This was after portions of
the interior were remodeled by the Los Angeles building firm Tifal, Inc. in 1935. Photographs of
the living room and dining room are illustrated in the article along with a list of suppliers and
manufacturers of some of the building materials and finishes used in the remodel~

Rene R. Rivierre, designer and builder.’5 Born in New York in 1898, Rene Raphael Rivierre
moved to Los Angeles at an early age with his sister, mother, and her new husband. He was a
veteran of both great wars, World War I and World War Il. During World War Il he enlisted with
the Army and was assigned to the Army Corps of Engineers as a sergeant. By 1918, he was living
in Long Beach, California and working as a writer. Two years later he is back in Los Angeles as
the city directory lists him on Florida Street as a writer. One of his stories, “Silk Purses and
Cauliflower Ears,” was turned into a movie in 1922 called Glad Rags produced by Hunt
Stromberg and starring one-time wrestler turned actor Bull Montana for MGM.16 According to
his draft registration service cards he had two years of college, possibly studying architecture
and design.’7 An engagement announcement in the Los Angeles Times in 1923 noted that “Mr.
Rivierre, who has made his home in this city [Los Angeles] for several years, is a well-known

12 Ibid.
13 “Ban Sought on Tourist Bus Routes,” The Beverly Hills Citizen, July 24, 1936; historic narrotive report” 707 N.

Walden Drive, Beverly Hills, CA, “prepared by Historic Resources Group, 2012, pg.4.
14 Ibid. pg. 4.
‘5 This section is largely derived from Historic Resources Group historical narrative report prepared for the subject

property and dated September 4, 2012.
16 Leaves publication, October 13. 1922, pg. 13.
17 The actual subject of college study is not known; however, because he was an exceptional designer it can be

speculated that he studied architecture or other matter in the building trade.
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builder of artistic homes.”8 He was to marry Lillian Martha Peat also of Los Angeles, but rather
called off that engagement and married someone else the following year.

In Beverly Hills, Rivierre designed and built seventeen houses in the years between 1926 and
1931, including two along the 700 block of North Walden Drive (707 North Walden Drive, 1930,
and 703 North Walden Drive, 1926); a residence at 705 North Arden Drive (1927); and another
at 1716 Chevy Chase Drive (1929); as well as dwelling at 803 North Roxbury (1926). He also
designed and built several smaller homes south of Wilshire Boulevard primarily along 200 block
of South La Peer Drive and the 300 block of Peck Drive, among others. Most of the homes he
designed were reflective of the popular Spanish Colonial Revival style, and many included some
type of private courtyard depending on the scale of the residence.

The local city directories from the late 1920s, newspaper articles, and the census records from
1930 list him as a builder. As he acted as the owner, architect, and contractor on most of the
homes he built in Beverly Hills it is apparent that he built them as speculative development.
This was a typical approach to housing construction in the 1920s in much of Beverly Hills and
throughout most of southern California. By the 1920s, Beverly Hills was experiencing a similar
population and building boom as Los Angeles and other southland communities. Areas in the
city that had been subdivided for single-family residential dwellings as early as 1907 were now
quickly developed with quality homes and estates. Certain amenities, including extensive
gardens, swimming pools, tennis courts, and servant’s quarters were the norm rather than the
exception.

Rene Rivierre designed and built an outstanding single-family dwelling by adeptly incorporating
many of the key characteristics of the Spanish Colonial Revival idiom so popular in the 1930s.
The design, composition, and materials of this residence with its courtyard plan and fountain,
extensive use of decorative glazed ceramic tiles (inside and out), unusual stained glass
windows, plain smooth stucco walls, arched opening in the wall planes, wrought iron grilles,
terra cotta mission barrel roof tiles, multi-plane roof heights and forms, have been well-
orchestrated into a richly embellished, authentic form of this romanticized style.

In 1933, Rene and his wife Elizabeth divorced after several years of marriage. It appears Rene
Rivierre was an alcoholic and had an extremely violent temper.’9 Though according to city
directory research he moved around a lot following his divorce, Rivierre continued his
professional practice as a designer and builder both prior to and after World War II. He was last
listed in the Los Angeles city directories as residing in North Hollywood in the late 1940s. Rene
R. Rivierre died at the age of 55 on April 28, 1953 and was cremated and placed in a
columbarium at the Los Angeles National Cemetery in West Los Angeles.

Spanish Colonial Revival Style. The popularity of the Spanish Colonial Revival style is generally
dated to 1915, when the Panama California Exposition held in Balboa Park in San Diego
showcased architects Bertram W. Goodhue’s and Carleton Winslow’s vision of an architecture

“Engagement told at Luncheon,” Los Angeles Times, December 23, 1923.
Wife Charges Mate, Has Lusty Temper, Los Angeles Times, September 10, 1933, pg. 10.
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appropriate to southern California’s history, climate, and lifestyle. Many architects found
southern California the ideal setting for an architectural style that idealized and romanticized
the Spanish colonial period of California. In later years, numerous publications argued in favor
of this style for the region’s Mediterranean climate, including W. Sexton’s Spanish Influence on
American Architecture and Decoration of 1926, and Rexford Newcomb’s The Spanish Colonial
Revival America: Its Design, Furnishing, and Garden, published in 1927. The style was popular
between the two World Wars.

Embracing a wide range of precedents and interpretations, the Spanish Colonial Revival style is
generally characterized by asymmetrical facades; stucco exterior surfaces; tiled roofs; arched
shaped openings; wrought iron window grilles; turned wood rejas; terra cotta canales; wood
vigas; and the incorporation of courtyards into designs. Other material features of the idiom
include the use of multi-pane casement, French, or sash windows; wrought iron; both terra
cotta and polychromatic glazed tile; darkly stained wood; decorative carvings; architectural
glazed terra cotta or cast stone. Spaces such as patios, balconies, verandas and/or loggias, and
as mentioned courtyards are also considered as Spanish Colonial Revival design elements.

Precedents for the Spanish Colonial Revival included the Mission Revival style of the turn-of
the-twentieth century, based on the mission complexes built in the late 18th and early 19th

centuries in New Spain; the Mexican architecture imported by the earliest settlers of the
region; and the inspiration provided to designers who traveled through, or read of, the
architecture of the Mediterranean region.

Character-defining features associated with the Joe E. Brown Residence are those exterior
features on the building dating from its original construction in 1930 and the property’s
association with Joe E. Brown 1931-1938. Such features include its siting on the lot and set back
from the street; its landscaped setting; the height, shape, mass, and composition of the
dwelling in relationship to its setting and immediate environment; as well as the physical
attributes that define the Spanish Colonial Revival architectural style. The important exterior
character-defining features of the property include, but are not limited to the following:

• Height, shape, form, massing, and overall multi-level composition of the house

• Physical attributes that help to define the Spanish Colonial Revival architectural style

• Multi-level complex hipped mission barrel tile covered roof, multi-pitch, distinct square
shape stucco tower with finial

• Asymmetrical composition and placement of window openings and features
(fenestration pattern), some deeply recessed into exterior wall plane

• Flagstone walkways, steps, and approach paths

• Wing wall with half arched opening
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• Enclosed courtyard with decorative tiled quatrefoil shape fountain, mature landscape
and trees, smooth stucco trowel finish walls with terra cotta tile coping, wrought iron
trim, loggias with arch shape openings

• Decorative glazed ceramic tile

• Plain stucco walls

• Arched and quatrefoil shape openings (doors, windows, loggias, etc.)

• Wrought iron railings and boxed window grilles

• Terra cotta mission barrel roof tiles with minimal overhang and stucco cornice molding

• Madonna and Child bas relief recessed into niche along south side of front facing wing
wall within entry loggia

• Entry tower with decorative cornice trim, terra cotta barrel roof tiles, and finial

• Vertical wood plank door shutters along east wall of courtyard loggia

• Irregularly shaped multi-pad concrete driveway

• Arched shape porte cochere and associated decorative features, flagstone steps,
wrought iron railings, and arch shape side entry gate with decorative turned wood
spindles

• Arcaded loggias with arched shape openings, flagstone paving, stucco walls and ceilings,
and wood ceiling beams

• Exterior overhanging cantilever balconies some with turned wood posts and decorative
carved wood bracket capitals and support beams, decorative wrought iron railings,
wood beam corbels and stucco corbels; some balconies enclosed by multi-pane wood-
frame windows

• Chimneys some with decorative brick and/or stucco caps, including stuccoed fireplace
and chimney box at rear (west) of lot

• Enclosed inner courtyard location, size, shape, and spatial relationship and function to
dwelling

• Front pedestrian entry gate with turned wood spindles, bronze mailbox slot on wall,
door hardware, and “No Peddlers or Agents” signage on front of gate door

• Exterior staircases with wrought iron railings, decorative glazed tiles on risers, and
terrace cotta paver treads
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• Decorative stucco clad tiled screen vent openings at base of house and tiled canales at
gable ends

• Fenestration: wood frame sash; wood frame and metal frame multi-pane casement
windows; some with wood sills, stucco sill bases, and plank headers

• Arched shape French wood doors with flanking multi-pane side lites

• Arch shape decorative panel front entry door with wood carvings, flagstone steps,
wrought iron railing, decorative hardware, and peek-a-boo window

• Wood frame French doors with flat heads set in pairs or singular

• Stained, leaded, bullseye, or bottle glass windows of varying size and shape some with
decorative roundels

• Smooth trowel finish stucco clad three car garage with terra cotta covered side facing
gable roof, arch shape garage door openings, wood panel garage doors with recessed
octofoil shape panels set in rows

EVALUATION OF HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Evaluation Criteria. In analyzing the historical significance of the subject property, criteria for
designation under the City’s local landmark program was considered. Additionally,
consideration of historical integrity and the State Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) survey
methodology was used to survey and assess the relative significance of the property.

City of Beverly Hills Landmark Criteria. The City’s Historic Preservation Ordinance (Municipal
Code Title 10 Chapter 3 Article 32; BHMC 10-3-32) authorizes the Cultural Heritage Commission
(CHC) to recommend the nomination of properties as local landmarks to the City Council. The
Council may designate local landmarks and historic districts by the procedures outlined in the
ordinance.

The Preservation Ordinance also establishes criteria and the process for evaluating and
designating properties as potential local landmarks. Under the City’s criteria a property must be
more than 45 years old, unless it possesses exceptional significance; retain sufficient historical
integrity to physically illustrate its significance; and satisfy significance criteria.

To be eligible for local designation as a historic landmark, properties must satisfy the following
criteria:

A. The property meets at least two of the following (significance) criteria:

1. Is identified with important events in the main currents of national, state, or
local history, or directly exemplifies or manifests significant contributions to the

Joe B. Brown Residence, 707 North Walden Drive
City Landmark Assessment and Evaluation Report

page 14



broad social, political, cultural, economic, recreational, or architectural history of
the Nation, State, City, or community;

2. Is directly associated with the lives of Significant Persons important to national,
state, City or local history;

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of
construction;

4. Represents a notable work of a person included on the City’s List of Master
Architects or possesses high artistic or aesthetic value;

5. Has yielded or has the potential to yield, information important in the prehistory
or history of the Nation, State, City or community;

6. Is listed or has been formally determined eligible by the National Park Service for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places, or is listed or has been formally
determined eligible by the State Historical Resources Commission for listing on
the California Register of Historical Resources.

B. The property retains integrity from its period of significance. The proposed landmark
retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, and association. Integrity
shall be judged with reference to the particular significance criteria specified above.

C. The property has historic value. The proposed landmark is of significant architectural
value to the community, beyond its simple market value and its designation as a landmark is
reasonable, appropriate, and necessary to promote protect, and further the goals and purposes
of the City’s historic preservation ordinance.

California Office of Historic Preservation Survey Methodology. The evaluation instructions
and classification system prescribed by the California Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) in its
publication Instructions for Recording Historical Resources provide a three-digit evaluation
rating code for use in classifying potential historic resources. The first digit indicates one of the
following general evaluation categories for use in conducting cultural resources surveys:

1. Property listed in the National Register or the California Register;

2. Property determined eligible for listing in the National Register or the California
Register;

3. Property appears eligible for the National Register or the California Register
through a survey evaluation;

4. Property appears eligible for the National Register or the California Register
through other evaluation;
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5. Property recognized as historically significant by local government;

6. Property not eligible for any listing or designation; and

7. Property not evaluated for the National Register or California Register or needs
re-evaluation.

The second digit of the evaluation status code is a letter code indicating whether the resource is
separately eligible (5), eligible as part of a district (D), or both (B). The third digit is a number
that is used to further specify significance and refine the relationship of the property to the
National Register and/or California Register. Under this evaluation system, categories 1 through
4 pertain to various levels of National Register and/or California Register eligibility. The
California Register, however, may also include surveyed resources with evaluation rating codes
through level 5. In addition, properties found ineligible for listing in the National Register,
California Register, or for designation under a local ordinance are given an evaluation status
code of 6.

Historical Integrity. “Integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance.” In addition
to meeting the criteria of significance, a property must have integrity. Integrity is the
authenticity of a property’s physical identity clearly indicated by the retention of characteristics
that existed during the property’s period of significance. Properties eligible for local landmark
designation must meet at least two of the local landmark designation criteria and retain enough
of their historic character or appearance to be recognizable as historical resources and to
convey the reasons for their historical significance.

Both the National Register of Historic Places and the California Register of Historical Resources
recognize the seven aspects of qualities that, in various combinations, define integrity. To
retain historic integrity a property should possess several, and usually most, of these seven
aspects. Thus, the retention of the specific aspects of integrity is paramount for a property to
convey its significance. The seven qualities that define integrity are location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association. The seven qualities or aspects of historical
integrity are defined as follows:

• Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where
the historic event occurred.

• Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure,
and style of a property.

• Setting is the physical environment of a historic property.

• Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a
particular period of time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a
historic property.
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• Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people
during any given period in history or prehistory.

• Feeling is a property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular
period of time.

• Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a
historic property.

Application of City Landmark (Significance) Criteria. In summary, based on current research
and the above assessment the Joe E. Brown Residence located at 707 North Walden Drive
appears to meet the necessary City of Beverly Hills Landmark criteria (BHMC 10-3-3212).

The property was evaluated according to statutory criteria, as follows:

A. The property meets at least two of the following criteria (BHMC 10-3-3212(A)).

BHMC 1O-3-3212(A)(1) The property is identified with important events in the main currents of
national, state, or local history, or directly exemplifies or manifests significant contributions to
the broad social, political, cultural, economic, recreational, or architectural history of the
Nation, State, City, or community.

The subject property visually and physically exemplifies and manifests design features of the
City’s architectural heritage and residential development in that it conveys sufficient contextual
history and architectural integrity to establish it as a distinct element of its period and style. The
residence is a well-executed and clearly planned intact example of the Spanish Colonial Revival
style as designed and constructed by master designer Rene Rivierre. As such it visually and
physically memorializes an important aspect of the community’s residential development
history, architectural heritage, and direct association with a notable designer. Therefore, this
property appears to satisfy this criterion.

BHMC 1O-3-3212(A)(2) The property is directly associated with the lives of Significant Persons
important to national, state, City or local history.

The property was built as speculation by the designer and builder Rene Rivierre in 1930.
Rivierre sold the property directly to entertainer/comedic actor Joe E. Brown in 1931, just after
it was finished. Brown and his family, wife and two sons, lived there until roughly 1938, when
they moved to Brentwood. When Brown purchased and resided in the house during much of
the 1930s, he was at the height of his film career starring in over two dozen motion pictures at
that time. In 1934, Brown even installed a private projection room, den area on the second
floor of his Walden house so that he could preview his own movies, discuss roles and scripts
with writers and producers, and entertain other movie moguls and industry clientele; of course
later it was also used by his family as a den. As a result of Joe E. Brown’s direct association with
the subject the property appears to satisfy this criterion.
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There are no known other individuals whose significant contributions to local, regional, state, or
national history are reflected by the property. No information was uncovered to indicate that
any of the subsequent property owners should be considered as important personages.

BHMC 1O-3-3212(A)(3) The property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type,
period, or method of construction.

The property is an excellent example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style and appropriately
incorporates the signature character-defining features of the idiom in its plan, architectural
style, composition, materials, and design philosophy. Although it has experienced minor
exterior alterations in recent years, these modifications occurred on secondary elevations (side
and rear) of the house and its primary façade evident from the street, its intimate inner
courtyard, and main front elevations of the building remain intact and almost identical to its
original appearance. Elements of the Spanish Colonial Revival idiom are design characteristics
well incorporated into the property such as its multi-level roof forms with central tower; an
inner courtyard area with embellished fountain; arch shape openings over doors and windows;
terra cotta mission barrel roof tiles; asymmetrical façade and overall composition; smooth
trowel finish stucco exterior wall materials; focal windows boxed by wrought iron grilles;
prominent chimneys with decorative vent caps; and varied fenestration including casement, fix
and sash with clear, multi-color stained, leaded, or bullseye glass. Other features of the
dwelling include upper-story cantilever balconies supported by stucco and/or wood corbels;
ornate wrought iron stair and balcony railings some with stanchions; turned balcony support
posts with carved bracket capitals and beams; loggias with arch shape openings, flagstone
paving, and beamed ceilings; stucco wing walls and other privacy walls; and privacy entrance
gates with turned wood spindles and monumental front door. As an outstanding representative
example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style that fully embodies the distinctive style, period,
and characteristics of the idiom the property appears to satisfy this criterion.

BHMC 1O-3-3212(A)(4) The property represents a notable work of a person included on the
City’s List of Master Architects or possesses high artistic or aesthetic value.

This Spanish Colonial Revival residence at 707 North Walden Drive was designed by master
designer Rene Rivierre, an accomplished and well-respected designer in the area and an
individual included on the City’s List of Master Architects. His portfolio of work in Beverly Hills
includes the design and construction of five grand homes north of Santa Monica Boulevard and
twelve smaller tract type homes south of Wilshire Boulevard. In all Rivierre designed seventeen
dwellings in the City all of which reflect the Spanish Colonial Revival style. The subject property
is one of the finer examples of his works that visually and physically convey his distinct theory
of design and construction techniques in the City. Rivierre also designed and constructed the
detached garage in 1930 and second floor addition in 1934. Because the property represents
one of Rene Rivierre’s most notable works it appears to satisfy this criterion.

The property also appears to possess high aesthetic value as its rich Spanish Colonial Revival
architectural style and ornamentation so fully articulates the design philosophy and concept of
the idiom.
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BHMC 1O-3-3212(A)(5) The property has yielded or has the potential to yield, information
important in the prehistory or history of the Nation, State, City or community.

There is no compelling information to indicate the subject property has the potential to yield
information important in the prehistory or history of the Nation, Sate, City or community.
Therefore, it does not appear to satisfy this criterion.

BHMC 1O-3-3212(A)(6) The property is listed or has been formally determined eligible by the
National Park Service for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, or is listed or has
been formally determined eligible by the State Historical Resources Commission for listing on the
California Register of Historical Resources.

The property is not currently listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the California
Register of Historical Resources, nor has it been formally determined eligible for listing on the
National Register or the California Register. The property has not been previously recorded or
assessed for historical significance.

B. The property retains integrity from its Period of Significance (BHMC 10-3-3212(B)).

The period of significance for the subject property is 1930 to 1938, when the property was built
and occupied by vaudeville entertainer/comedic actor Joe E. Brown and his family. Those
important features of design, materials, location, setting, workmanship, feeling, and association
from this period are still evident on the property and help to render it historically significant for
architectural and historical importance.

C. The property has Historic Value (BHMC 10-3-3212(C)).

Because of its historic architectural character, association with Joe E. Brown, and its
contribution to the City’s rich and unique architectural heritage the property is considered to
have historic value. Therefore, the property satisfies this criterion.

Character-defining Features. Every historic property is unique, with its own identity and its own
distinguishing character. A property’s form and detailing are important in defining its visual
historic character and significance. It is a property’s tangible features or elements that embody
its significance for association with specific historical events, important personages, or
distinctive architecture and it is those tangible elements; therefore, that should be retained and
preserved.

Character refers to all those visual aspects and physical features that comprise the appearance
of every historic property. According to National Park Service Brief 17, Architectural Character:
Identifying the Visual Aspects of Historic Buildings as an Aid to Preserving Their Character,
character-defining features include the overall shape of a property (building, structure, etc.), its
material, craftsmanship, decorative details, interior spaces and features (as applicable), as well
as the various aspects of its site and immediate environment (form, configuration and
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orientation).

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties defines historic
character by the form and detailing of materials, such as masonry, wood, stucco, plaster, terra
cotta, metal, etc.; specific features, such as roofs, porches, windows and window elements,
moldings, staircases, chimneys, driveways, garages, landscape and hardscape elements, etc.; as
well as spatial relationships between buildings, structures, and features; room configurations;
and archaic structural and mechanical systems. Identifying those features or elements that give
a historic property visual character and which should be taken into account and preserved to
the maximum extent possible is important in order for the property to maintain its historical
significance.

The character-defining features associated with the Joe E. Brown Residence are related to its
setting; association with Brown; designer Rene Rivierre; and to its Spanish Colonial Revival style
as previously discussed. Such features include, but are not limited to:

• Height, shape, form, massing, and overall multi-level composition of the residence

• Physical attributes that help to define the Spanish Colonial Revival architectural style

• Multi-level complex hipped mission barrel tile covered roof, multi-pitch, distinct square
shape stucco tower with finial

• Asymmetrical composition and placement of window openings and features
(fenestration pattern), some deeply recessed into exterior wall plane

• Flagstone walkways, steps, and approach paths

• Wing wall with half arched opening

• Enclosed courtyard with decorative tiled quatrefoil shape fountain, mature landscape
and trees, smooth stucco trowel finish walls with terra cotta tile coping, wrought iron
trim, loggias with arch shape openings

• Decorative glazed ceramic tile used within courtyard area, and else on exterior of house

• Plain smooth trowel finished stucco walls

• Arched and quatrefoil shape openings (doors, windows, loggias, etc.)

• Wrought iron railings and boxed window grilles

• Terra cotta mission barrel roof tiles with minimal overhang and stucco cornice molding

• Madonna and Child bas relief recessed into niche along south side of front facing wing
wall within entry loggia
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• Entry tower with decorative cornice trim, terra cotta barrel roof tiles, and finial

• Vertical wood plank door shutters along east wall of courtyard loggia

• Irregularly shaped multi-pad concrete driveway

• Arched shape porte cochere and associated decorative features, flagstone steps,
wrought iron railings, and arch shape side entry gate with decorative turned wood
spindles

• Arcaded loggias with arched shape openings, flagstone paving, stucco walls and ceilings,
and wood ceiling beams

• Exterior overhanging cantilever balconies some with turned wood posts and decorative
carved wood bracket capitals and support beams, decorative wrought iron railings,
wood beam corbels and stucco corbels; some balconies enclosed by multi-pane wood-
frame windows

• Chimneys some with decorative brick and/or stucco caps, including stuccoed fireplace
and chimney box at rear (west) of lot

• Enclosed inner courtyard location, size, shape, and spatial relationship and function to
dwelling

• Front pedestrian entry gate with turned wood spindles, bronze mailbox slot on wall,
door hardware, and “No Peddlers or Agents” signage on front of gate door

• Exterior staircases with wrought iron railings, decorative glazed tiles on risers, and
terrace cotta paver treads

• Decorative stucco clad tiled screen vent openings at base of house and tiled canales at
gable ends

• Fenestration: wood frame sash; wood frame and metal frame multi-pane casement
windows; some with wood sills, stucco sill bases, and plank headers

• Arched shape French wood doors with flanking multi-pane side lites

• Arch shape decorative panel front entry door with wood carvings, flagstone steps,
wrought iron railing, decorative hardware, and peek-a-boo window

• Wood frame French doors with flat heads set in pairs or singular

• Stained, leaded, bullseye, or bottle glass windows of varying size and shape some with
decorative roundels
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• Smooth trowel finish stucco clad three car garage with terra cotta covered side facing
gable roof, arch shape garage door openings, wood panel garage doors with recessed
octofoil shape panels set in rows

• Mature landscape features and set back from street with open lawn area at front of
property

CONCLUSION

As discussed herein, the Joe E. Brown Residence satisfies the City of Beverly Hill’s criteria for
designation as a local Landmark, as required in the City’s Historic Preservation Ordinance
(BHMC Section 10-3-3212).

The property satisfies the requirement of subsection 10-3-3212(A)(1), in that it “is identified
with important events in the main currents of national, state, or local history, or directly
exemplifies or manifests significant contributions to the broad social, political, cultural,
economic, recreational, or architectural history of the Nation, State, City, or community.”
Because of its historical associations the subject property manifests an important period in the
City’s residential development and architectural heritage. The subject property satisfies the
requirements of subsection 10-3-3212(A)(2), in that it is directly associated with an important
person, early entertainer and comedic film star Joe E. Brown. In addition, the subject property
satisfies the requirements of subsection 10-3-3212(A)(3), in that it “embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction.” The design of the subject
property fully embodies the distinctive key features and characteristics of the Spanish Colonial
Revival style. And under the requirements of subsection 10-3-3212(A)(4), the property satisfies
this criterion in that it “represents the notable work of a person included on the City’s List of
Master Architects,” the property is associated with noted designer Rene Rivierre. It also
“possesses high aesthetic value” as it epitomizes the design concepts and philosophy of the
Spanish Colonial Revival style. The property also satisfies the requirements of subsection 10-3-
3212(B) in that it retains sufficient integrity to physically convey its historical significance, and
subsection 10-3-3212(C) since its unique architecture and historical past are considered
tangible evidence that help to give it historic value. The property at 707 North Walden Drive is,
therefore, recommended for landmark designation.
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Joist Clearance from.pjound.L...._..Glrders...._$&.. x 4 .....- Posts Under GlrdtI4~.
Chimney MateriaLdt44&No~ Inlets to Flue..L....Sites. flues..t.xJ2sthic~neq%~k1irn&~:%,.
Materials of Exterior walls~.as~LL4~Material of Interior Censtructlon..S&4*%&.
Will all Provisions of State Dwelling Noise Act be complied with? ...Ø€*f ... ........

EXTERIOR Studs..4......x.$ INTERIOR I3EA RING Studs.,..t._x.Jf interior Non45earing Studs
‘f....ceillng Joists..~=_x..4 Roof Rafters...&,.x...&_FIRST FLOOR JQISTS.S...x.L....

Second Floor .Ic’ists..4_....x..42.~..ROof MaterIal~ .....

L.ocatwn pf Piuntl’ing Cleanouts.. Depth of Sewer “N” .Sewer Length ...Fall per ft
I have carefully examined and read the above application and know the same to be true and correct,

and that all provisions 01 the Ordinances and Laws governinE Pnfl~ig nst ctbn will be complied with,
whether herein specified or not. I

(Sign here) .... .... ........... ~..
jOw or or Mit orfts4 Agent)

(POS DEPARTMENT USE ONLY)

PERMiT NO. IPlan. and Specilkattona ebecksi AppUostion okeiked and round Stamp here Witin permit Is
I.aw., Etc. Iland found to GODfO*n, to Ordi 0. IC. ts’ued

~~ Glerki ~15 —

APR—7 1930

any., —.

rI~~Y rIni
t does not a..tectc,

n’Is *In41

i~ur thcrohi~

LotNo ,~,_,. 177

.1 —

(Dsscrtpthn of Job)

y of D.t~etlyl~.
to. or HaitI of W,sst-

fl.-

,~

1.
- 2.

%~ 3.
4.

5- ‘3,

6.

7.

8.
H! 9.

to.
ti.

12.

13.
14.

15.
t6~
17.

18.
19.

20.
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~“IA_en A
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All Applications must be
filled out by.~Applicant

PLANS L~.J SPECIFICATIONS
and cilia data must also be filed

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS
APR —71930 Application for the Erection of Buildings

CLASS
To the Poard of Trnstsn of the City of Beverly HiIi~~

Appilcatlen is hereby made to the Trustees of (it. CItY of Beverly Hilts. through the office pf iii. Chief inspector of tuihilnis
for a permit (a ,tccerdnnra with the description and for the porpoSe hereinafter set forth. This nppiicattub is made subject to
the foliowine toatfitlons. which sPAS he deemed i~ontlLUons entering into LII. exorcise of the permit:

Firsts That the permit don. not gnat any right of pr*t’liege to erect atty betiding or tither structure thcreln deectlb.3. or
any Portion thereof. upOn any ptreoL, ahoy, or other public place or portion none!,

Beeend: That the permit does not rnnL any right or privllflo to use any building or other Ironturu thaeln described, or
any pprtlen thereof, for any ptrpoeo (hot is, or may hereafter be prohibited by ordinance or lbs City of J3oveniy 11111*.

Third: That the grsnttng of the permit dote not effect Or prejudice any claim of title to, or rLght of poeeaiton In. the
property described In such permit.

Lot No C....... .. Block..JZ? ........... Tract ~
iDesorlptiofl of Job)

No.

10.
II.

- 12.

-13.
14.

t6.
17.
18.
19.

Location of Property)

(USE INK QJ1 JNPfle~LE PENCIL)
I Purpose of BulImiiu ,. .. .f9Sft “Wb”~t Rooms. ~Z... No of FamilIes .. -.

2. Owner’s Name ... .. Phone
3 Owner’s Address .. /473’ -- —. - - - -—

— 4 Archltecrs Name.. ~ .. ..... - Phone
F Contractoç’s Name .. .... “ ~... .. .. .. .. Phone

~ 6. Contrii?≥krts Address ,. ... !J. .. .. ......

Including plurnbiosr, Ga. Sitting Sow
.—-7.~,-VALLJAtlON OP PROPOSED BLDG. ~er%. ças~ooJs.. Elevators, Vnlnuur.} L41ec..

l”la!,jdnm nfl Labor, etc
8 Is there any existing buiLding on lot? ... .. How used? Z~Z — S .... —

9 Cleir Height of Ceiling Ratb,To1ICL ta ... living Rooms.. t~. Halls .. ... ..Cellars.. .1.. -(State Law)

‘Number of~ .....-.---... Height to Highest Polnt...2.L ...

Size of Lotl) x .ietArea of Lot...... .. Per Cent of Area Covered by All BuildIngs. —...—....

(FLIt out (tent S of No. U In come of Ceufle, Apartments, Hotels only

Set Back from Property line {s,, l*l~I~Lb5fl Porelte%} rront..ffL. Rear...... .... Side......
FoundatIon Material ..4~E4(C~L.__... ,..Footlng WIdah..14’_. Depth Below Nrttt.rat Greund.JSn....
Height of Foundation Above Finished Gradt..6...~I.......WaII ldth.,.tI...Mud Silts .....1- x....L....... :2

JOist Clearance from orounit_4A._olrtiers_...4... x .4 Posts Under Girders. fjC. x
Chimney MnterlaLr~.24o. of Inlets to Flue...~’tflSlzes, Flues...n -dfhickness of Chimney W*l1.z~..
Materials of Exterior Walls .. — .. Material of Interior construction
Will all Provisions of Stale Dwelling House Act be complied with’ G≤’S%Z..___,...
BXTERIOR Sluds..._1....x....kL....INTERIOR IIEA RING Sttids.....~n..x...4t__Inter1or Non.Bearlng Studs ~
..e...x._kI...CellIng Joists ~x._4_.Roof Rat ters...4~.~x.4.....FlRS!,j~I,,OOR iOiSTS.__t.. x .~4
Second Floor Jolss.......z..i...r’~ Roof Material ....4nyi.....t ~e4Z.... ......~

Location of numbing Cleanouts Depth of Sewer ~ Setter Length Fall per ft
I have carefully examined and read the above application and know the same to be true and correct,

and that all provisions of the Ordinances and Laws governiiig BulldiiIg~Constrt1Cjlon’wIfl be complied with1
whether herein specified or ned. ,1 j.7me

(Owner or Authorized Agont;

30.

(Sign here)

USE

ApplIcation ehe1ksd mad round Sterno item when permit ii
O.is. Issued

Superintendent of



PLANS SPECIFICATIONS
and other data must also be filed

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS
Application for the Erection of Buildings

CLASS
TO TUE CITY COV~C1L OP TIlE CITY OP UEVEULT HIlLS:

Appikalton Is be~eby made to the Coundi ot the Clii at )everly )IH~, through the office 01 (lie Chief I petter of
Jams (or a permit In a dance with the dstezlptlon and for the purpuae lieroluarter eeL forth. ‘thIs applttOllOD is mades
to the teilowlag cendlUoce. bIth *hafl be deemed coadltiolt. telaring Into the exerdes ot the permit:

~ThSP: (bat the permit does not zrant any right or privilege La erect any bofidirig or other structure herein descrIbed. or
say postlo. Ihei~f. upon say street. alley, or other pubila plate or portlen (barest.

SEt~)~CD: Thai 1k permit does not gra4t any right or prirliege to nec any lauding or other structure therein described,
r anT ,attlø~ thereof, for any puzp~e thu Ii. or may hsreafterbe prohibited by ordinance of uto City at BSTSTIT little.

THIRD: That the genallug of the permit does not sUed or prejudice any claim at title to. or right of pa.aeselou In, the
property described in sorb permiL

Nnenber of Steries.~.~~—~ - ...._Heigbr to Highest
Size of Loc~2.x./B~...Area of Loi._. ~Pet Cent of Area Covered by All Buildings. —~

(l’ill WI 11am I On No. 11 in ceso of Courts, ApartmentS, Hotels only.)
Set Back from Propetty Line J Including balconies, bayl, porches. LFtonr—.......-- Rear_.._-._ Side

I eblmlte)-a. StepS. etc. I
Foon.tion Mstex~1 -- - Footing WLdtb...~....___Dcpth Below Natural GrountL.
Hâgbt of Foundption Above Finished Gzade..... WaU Width.,..__._—.MUd SiIls..._.~~~___ x..-.---- .--—

loot Qearanoc f~yj~a,G~,ond G~rdets_ -__. x __..__Posts Under Girders .___ x ~
Qisnuity Ma rial~U&~4o~L.Iitleis toFj~4_...Sizes. fiues~fZx.f~.Thkkness of Chimney Wall ~
Matciiala of Exterior Walis~L4~M~tcrIal of Interior Cot - ~ VK ~ V..
Will all P~ovisiocts of State Dwelling House Act be complied
EXTERIOR 5cath4~ .x4.. INTERIOR BEARING &u~
~.4_x.f_Ceflin~ Joists .~ x4L.. Roof
Second Roar Joists ~. x 4~ Roof Matena
Location of PIumbint~ Geanours~~. ~Depth of Sewer “Y~4..Sewer Length...~Ja1l per ft.-~-

I have carefully examined and read the above application and know the same to be true and correct
and that all provisions of the Ordinances and La g Ing B g Construction will be complied with.
whether btrt.in ~,edfied or not. ‘

(Sign Here) —- wnar o Authorized Agent)

PERMIT N Plans k Speaficathine chsckedlAppllcatIon checked rind found Stamp here when pornilt Is~ • and found to conform Lu Ordi. O.K. ISSued
nanees. Slale Lava, Itta,

! .. ~ AP~,
~ ~ .. •~~Z~...____
[ Plan Examiner - Clerk RrR —4 fr~~4

AU Appli~tions muat be
filled out by Applicant

- •1.

F Including Plumbing, GasVALUATION OF PROPOSED BLDG cia. Ceespode. Eleratots,
lablur all Labor, etc.

Is there any exating building an~....~How usedl
Dear Height of Ceiling: Bap.

10.
II.

iz.

13.
14.
25.
26.
17.
IL
19.

20.

(iàsiDEPAWj~ttENT USE ONLY)

Binudiãg~



AU Applications must be PLANS At SPECIFICATIONS
filled out by Applicant and other data must also be Med

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS
Application for the Erection of Buildings V 0

CLASS
TO TIlE CITY COUNCIL or ThE CITY OF JinflhtiS CuLLS:

AppLication Is hereby made to the Council of the Cii; of Ilirerty Culls, through the eStee of lb. duet inspector of fluild.
hip for a permit in actontance with the descriptIon ad for thepurpos. bs.reinafter set forth- This application La redo subject
to the following conditiofta, which shall he deemed conditions entering Loin the exercise of the permit:

FIRS?: Thet the permit does nnt snuti any right or priviiige to erect any building or other stnicture herein descrIbed, or
any portion thereof. upon any street. nlley. or other public place or pection iitereef.

SECOND: That the permit don not gnat any right or privilege to see any building or other structure therein described,
it any portion thereat. toe any purpose that is. or may hereai;erhe prohibited by onunnuce of the City of Beverly Hills.

Ti-ltltt): That the granting of the permit does not affect or prejudice any claim of title to, or right of possession in. the
prnprrty leserilued to auth pertsh.

Lot No. Block. - / 7 1.. Thcc...3]fr
ii)nnfptleaotSeb)

2.
3.
4,
5.
6.

V

No. .76 7 1t~ 4/QJta”j,jLzzz::z::r~
I bieat ion or tn~w)

,Q (USE INK 01 IKDthEE PENCIL)
Purpose of Buildi~T GL.L~. ..~. No.otRooms~ No,ofFamiliet—S~≤t...-_
Owner’s Name -- .)41t’t. — -. . ....-..-_ .,.-- — ~...--_-Phone
OwnwsAddress4,L26.-7.flQ. -.~ -- -

Architecti Nante.~~.~ ,~t4- —- ................Pbone

~:iiii~r~~
VALUK~ION OF PROPOSED BLDG.~ —_____

( notching. all l,.sljnr, tr. J
is there any existing building on lot? How used! -——‘.--——.——-- -.. —

Clear Hcight of Ceiling: ‘Bosb_f’4lrr ..~ ~ ~hi,is~..Raosnctj..44S1l,~n____Cellflz------.--
qstat.ia I’ -

10. Number of Storics_ &‘ Height to lfigbest PdnL....
II. Size of Lot. ....x ..Area of Lot.~.. .4Pcr Custqf Area Covered by AU Buildings

Pill cut hens a on No~ti i~4ase ~ CorfltPerttnsnts. Hotels only.)

12. Set Back (earn Property Lint j iaclndiag balconies, bsys,’povchss, [Front ... Rear — Skit.
tbimnps.st$aeta \7

13. Foundation Material ..~. ..4!Footing ~ klt_....__~.Dipth Below Natural GroujuL... - -.

14. Height of Foundation Above FinS ~~de....’__Wail Width-— ...-- Mud Sills.. — x.. -

15. Joist Clearance from Ground. .Girders ~ x / - Posts Under Girders _____ x
16, Chimney Material No I I ‘ to flue4 sizL flues...~...... x....... Thickness of Chimney Wall
17. Maicrials of Exterior l.~ L? .....ZLMitt%Ial of Interior Construction
iS. Will all Provisions of State Dwelling House Act 16 complied with’
19. UXTERIOR Studs ... x1j~ INTEI(?Ô1L B~ARING Sutds_ x...~.Jntedor Non-Bearing Studs

_x Ceiliqg,Jg~ x~L.. R~ Rafters.-_x FIRST FLOOR. JOISTS- r
Second Floor Joistsi’t ~ * N,,jt~or MatesbL. --

20. Location of Plumbi’ag\C]canou&±_.__Drpth of Sewer ‘~Y”. Sewer Length . Fall per ft. --

I have carefully bamined and read the above application and know the saruc to be true and correct,
and that .,ll provision% of the Ordinances and Laws gov:rning Building Construction will be complied with.
wllether lwrein specified or not.

(Sign Here) .$‘ __,t._%. ~i S &‘2k4~
(Owner or utitorited Agent)

___________________ iPOIt_DEPARTMENT_USE_ONLY) ___________________

PERMIT NO Plans k ttpeciflenttm’s checked %ppllcation checked and found Stamp her. when permit Is- antI found uu conrorm b Onil. (tIC. - issued
nonees, Sate Laws, Etc.

~I~- 1i~
.~ I -.- ~ ti f)’)

- - .__ -.

.1

I

—l
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TO THE
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY HlLts~

Application Ii hereby mode to the Council of the
City of Beverly Hills, through the office of the Super
intendent, Building Deportment for a permit hi accord-
once with the description and for the pwposo herein-
otter set forth. This applicatIon Is made subject to the
following conditions, which shaH be deemed conditions
entering into the exercise of the permit;

FIRST: That the permit does not gsont any right Or
privilege to erect any building Or ceher structure hereIn
described, at any portion thereat, upan any street, ci.
lay, or other public place or portion thereof.

SECOND; That the permit does rot grant any right
or privilege to use any huilang er other structure there..
in described, or any portion thereof, for any purpose
that b, or may hereafte, be prohibited by ordinance of
the City ef Beverly Hills.

ThIRD; That the grunting of the permit does not
affect or prejudice any cOins at title to, or right of
possession in, the property described in such permit

FOURTH; Applicont agrees to held the City of Beve
any Hills, and oil officers and employees hermiess from
alt costs and damages, per Sec. 11-206(f), Beverly
Hills Munictpd Code,

STREET
ADDRESS
0F306

BUILDING
DEPT. OF BLDG. BEVERLY HILLS, cALiF.

~ Lf. nj77 ‘it. SW
015CR tPTION .~....“ eS. % ~
OF WORK ~7 e.a.O n 4#.~ .t ~ e rafa

- •__DEPAflMflfl USE ONLY

£!~N CHECK FEE $
BUILDING PERMIT - _____________

EXTRAFEE $

APPLICATION
APPROVED BY

CORRECTIONS
~RtFiED

EUILb:~~~D4. GROUP

PLAN 014 B, P. PLAN ON BACK -

Ac/A — 7~idn11rs~ ~c~an/~

NOyHS

We ~n~L.≥ ~~

EnVISION 7j3Z’/1(3.C.. tYA”7’~%t~Oa_St~/C)4

~i.e
s~t’ s. ~ 22t.

__________________________ PHONE

ARCHITECT —

STATE
tiC. NO. - PHot’M

ENGINEER

STATE
LIC. NO. PHONE

CONTRACTOR sL C4aa4g4 Ave
gg~CT0RtS Sea tttii ~

~ PHONE49g 4f.~~F3
EZ~NO. C S.2s~4 tT≥%. ,7Cfl 7
~$dJ~4A~TiON $ /S-o-o, ~

bt~O74U

AREA OF NO.OF
P5.0G. FAMILIeS

STORIES HEIGHT ..≥ 0
~ ~fc — — II~BACK /0 /
MATERIALS OF
EXflRIORWAU.S ~ -: -~

7

v~stri~ 2~4U&gt c~45.e- aLe.
WHEN PROPERLY VALIDATED THIS wjfOijk PERMW~

AUG-19’~E3 6 0 1. 9

I

6.00

—

Ii

r
159 1~
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Pege Twn THE BEVERLY HILLS CITIZEN Ihuraday, March 19, 1931

ORDINANCE IS UP
ON REGISTRATION

ChIef of Polka Checkhg and
WIll Mali. Report

LEGION COUNCIL ACTION

FIe.t Reading Mo~ Be GIven .1
Me.ting Tuesday

Ac .rdIn.aci procidlel (or Ike
.doptIon ~1 the “tInlvr,,wI !to,llrIfls
tioa’~ .1,1cm in O.r.rly 11111. chlrh
isciodo. lb. esteticin, ef ac.ry
rialdant l~ I~ lb. hinds of the rillof
.1 polio. today home rh..h.d Red
rOcked I. old., to mob. it preotlril.

‘ru. pr.Un.lca.y t.ert we, drown
op by lb. city elton,.? at the r..
iomt 01 th. city CU,~u! end Is.
io.rid to lb. ol,l.f 1., ,oromm..d..
time.

It I. tho opehot of. plan ins,;.,,
eted by the Dar.,tp Hill, pool.
Aw.rlo.tl 1.011.,. Witot. hope. IC
..t natton-wid. edopUon or lb.
untv.reot resbIzotlon .111cm 11.11.
to, to that and in peril, led 0th.,
tor.I,o CIII...

610dm’ the 11cm. of tim ordinonc.
n It ii .iow deatl.d. tiogo,prlntln.
will not h. .ompuu.ory but Lingo,
pilots .111 ho (Ilid with otllir iota
of .sch lodletiloel ii so dmlred.

~sontI.Up lb. plait ~ for .
and 1.4.. aDd *110. .ontatcing Ihi
non. of •mry ,mid..t of hoc.rly
Hill. log.liwr with the eddrn. and
other tat.. It ii .ntiripat,4 tbel
lb. tefonneU.n to he £11.4 wIN bi
or ci nor. personal cat.,, then
thit..qoIr.4 for colt... ..;btr.tloa.

It th. .h.,k on lb. pr.a..t draft
of lb. .Tdlmec. ii compl.L.d thin
wool. lb. manor, mop con, before
it, city 0.0.01! Tweed.y for forth.,

dlleU..Ino end pes.lbI. fIrst yndlep
A ro.olution by lb. i.e.! pool .t

UI. Annri0.n LOgic, .ont 10 lb.
0.0017 ~mnli of lb• lame orgeot.
elton In. bo~ p.t.rred Inch for ~s.
we,dh.1 PaStaS t~ indIcate loot
.ini citaig.. ohmdd ho mod.. lb.
mitchell OS lb. Coulity counCil
merely ntet.d that lb. porpon woo
elan bot that 1t ,Iil be 00.50.0.1
in chaos. Lb. wardIog end PIlL it lit
the prepor torn” 1., .ub,oto.io. In
lb. .1110 loglon.

Aftoyweni it I,. h.p.d that taco,.
.bIo alit., by lb. plot. wilt pormit
tIm .0.01061061 to go 10 Ike .1iI000l
ho. Iqt~lor. .1 lb. i.slao with a
•iew 14 wrIt,. lb. .yotem for tho
0,11,. o..tlaw.

JOE E. DROWN DUYO NEW
RESiDENCE ON N. WALDEN

joo’IL Brow.. lolmitabI. oolelo
of otis. and ..r..n. Is the 1010.1
addltlootllbB.e.rly HIll.’ o.lobrill
11,1, hello, leoc.4 tat, loot walk
Ioloilh. oItroctlv.~now y..ldenrt at
Ti? N. WnIdoi, On...

Thb.b000. wo.0p,rcha..d front
Ron. Rid.,. at~e n.Iiort.d fig...
of $71,101. The 1.1.1.011., WOO
hoadi.d bV lb. Lace Rootty Corn.
pool.

Tb. p,olrortZ has a 1.0010g. at $0
i*t and a delab of 500. it I. Span.
lob I,, d.olrn wIth (hr.. pall.., toor
..earat. lawn., ole Iii. bathe, L.a.
malt,. bedroom, ma 14 rooms III
all.

An000nr.m.at of abs lot. .1 the
bow. rn.Id.ac. .1 PaUtitla Fr.d,,lak
at 101 5050.1 Bo,I.n,d mad, loot
cook to ClatId. C1.ehame.WhllS.
London .p.rt.m.n end 0.1,50,. wOO
followed ol000ly by lb. lob .1 lb.
0. JIatoy nrnwa COO.. It III N.
R.oford Ott.. I, 1db. F,.d.rlck.

Photo at app.. cdl .bewn lb. 01.
tre.tl, R,.s,t B,,l.,e,d 0.1.1.

whit. owor 1.11 i.t.t tb. new bow..
plIncIlosod by th. ectron.

Upp.r cleat Ii Ill If. W.idnn
Dcl,. 0014 4.11,, lb. wk to 0 L.
RIchard. .1 DoIrolt. Low.r light I.
lb., .Ighl-room Sn;Uoh typo itow.e
0024 1. AlbIrt Or..,. who ii flow
.010.14,5 IL All of lb. dial. we,.
mad, by 1110 anther Cl. Ketiny Corn.
pa05’ wltb Otflr.. Ia lb. Cbo,obo,
.( Comm.... bolldlng.

011,11110
lOW VOlE 000CI ~XCNANGi

Pauline Frederick Buys Residence

~f ~

~ “$t

ARE YOU PROTECTED AGAINST LOSS FROM DUAOt.ARY?

TUE COST IS NQMlNs(L~7’flE NEED NEVER GREATER

M. 3. GANNON
General Insurance

211 F’w,I Nelloasi Bank Bldg. OXford 2532

i~

The EI.Dorado Drive-In Market
CORNER ALMONT AND WILSHIRE

OPEN ALL DAY
SUNDAY

Wit.. that ,imop.ot.d gamt .,rb.a op p.o d..ld, bow noel,
ala.. It ..o,ld b. I. how, poor dl,.., at ham. and yo~ o..ln
.0.d of . do, hi.. Julep otsok. . (n..h, ~rl.p pie, e bbi boo
of .l,.nb.rrl... a frmh.hlll.d ohteh.n,.o~. tri.h’billod .0111.
..m. now p.iolo.,—J,nt I.op let. poor ear e,d j.oro.1 I.
lb. El’D.,id.—&l will b. wollleg 10r p., lb....

FOR DELIVERY SERWCE PHONE OXFORD 1161MAli ‘TRiES TO PICK UP man lb ID ailtatn.bil. Lrl.5 to pick
SMALL GIRl. IN AUTO up hlo olpitt.yrer.oid delight, en

If. 53. Warns. 054 N Ltod.n Do,.dlnj Canyon 0,1*.. kilt Two..
Orb,.. repont.d tO polle, that 0 day.

To those whose only thought
is to find

The Car of Cars

satisfaction can bc decpcr than the sure knowledge that one
has bo9ght the car of casi—and paid no premium for that perform
ance and prestige. The three things which can make one sure, are,
of course:

A’ Long-sustained high repute and unusual social acceptance.
B’ ‘‘Outstanding dignity and imprwitieness ofappearance.
C’ ‘ ‘Engineering soundnes, developed through the years and

expressed in richly comfortable riding quality.
—.

Ed—Air
[stale

Owner will take llenerly
HUla borne or Los Angeles
l,comc properly pert trade.

3. W. CULVER
OXferd 6121

eight-cylinder power plant, with
the added safety and smoothness
of free wheeling, will assert them
selves triumphantly in any test.

In this community, careful buy.
era are scrutinizing fine cars with
special thought of Pierce-Arrow
—sccktng the satisfaction of
owning the car of cars.

We promise them without re
serve that the new Pierce-Arrow
will nc’quit itself iaultlcssl~ in
any ond Cbtt~ Lu:t parison.

In these respects, the new Pierce-
Arrow can surely be said to
isolate and distinguish itself
among the few fine cars which
the buyer can consider.
Long-sustained high repute and
universal acceptance these are
surely conceded to Pierce Arrow.

Outstanding dignity and imprcs_

siveness of appearance—surely
Pierce-Arrow proclaims itself on
any boulevard or highway.

Engineering soundness and rich
riding quality—nothing in these
respects can be asked or pro
cured beyond Pierce-Arrow.
To be literal nnd exact—the ca.
pacities ofPierce-Arrow’s superb

WALSH
O’CONNOR

AND
BARNESON

Three nsw grasp:. feotu~ring edt new
Se/on Group di $4i75 and up,~ MW IIfU

GossIp ~ as $3450 .iitJ cy; idi nea
G.o.p B, at ;ltss .i up. Speciol
ewsoei.builI ,nodeli op so $10,000. .dll

priusJ. a. .4. DeJa!.. i.e

PIERCE ÷ARROW
AMrItlcA’s PINESTMOTOR CAR

HOtLvW000

OA~JO
1*04 leANOICO

a

PIERCE-ARROW SALES AND SERVICE
9628 Wilshire Boulevard Beverly Hill.

Beverly Hills Citizen
March 19, 1931

(credit: Historic Resources Group)
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MOVIE POSTERS OF JOE E. BROWN FILMS PRODUCED IN THE 1930s
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GRAUMAN’S CHINESE THEATRE FORECOURT OF THE STARS

SONS 0’ GUNS PRESS PHOTO, 1936

BEVERLY ROBERTS, JOE E. BROWN, AND JOAN BLON DELL
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“SOME LIKE IT HOT” FILM CLIP, 1959

JOE E. BROWN AND JACK LEM MON



JOE L. BROWN, DON E. BROWN, JOE E. BROWN ON COURTYARD STAIRS AT 707 N WALDEN DRIVE, EARLY 1930s



I

JOE E. BROWN IN UPSTAIRS SCREENING ROOM MID-1930s

I

a’

BROWN FAMILY IN UPSTAIRS SCREENING ROOM, LATE 1930s
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POSTCARD JOE E. BROWN RESIDENCE, 707 N WALDEN DRIVE (c. 1936)
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ESIDENCE OF JOE E. BROWN, BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNj~
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POSTCARD JOE E. BROWN RESIDENCE, 707 N WALDEN DRIVE (c. 1936)
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Residence of Mr. i-tad Mrs. Joe k. Brown, hollywood
Tifal Limited, Litlder,

Builder, and Period llara”warc: Daniel C. Hay
Dining Room Paneling: Clear Sugar Pine

Fireplace uixi,,res Colonial Shops
Ga, Fired heating Eqnipment: Payne Furnace & Supply Company, Inc.

imported Spanish Tile Fred M. Dean
Lighting Fixtures: Hollywood Lighting Fixtore Condpany

Pin nibing Fixtures: Standard Sammitary Manufacturing Company
Roll,, 5,t enmis and Metal Frame Flat Screen, Roll-Away Window Screen Company, Ltd

Si-au,1,,, Steel and General Metal Work: Hollywood Metal Products Company
J’eneg,an Blinds: l’Jatio,gal Venetian Blind Company

Wail Paper: H’. H. S. Lloyd Company

Dining Room
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Residence
everly Hills
1936/1937
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T/:e Arc/aiieciarat Dig.e.r~

U p a.

Builders
of the

Homer Samu&s ~Madam GaLh-Curci) and the P. H~ Young

Homes Shown in This Issue

95256 B~v~rly Boulevard Beverly Huh Calif.

1~. i

Manujacts#ers of LiSbi Shrel M~ia1 Produat

GRa~kc 2109 HOLLYWOOD 1114 No. Syc~rnore Ave.

(166] Joe Brown Residence, Kitche~
(credit: HRG) 707 N. Walden Drive, Beverly Hills



DWELLING BOUGHT BY JOE E. BROWN
Lo.cAngeles Times (1 923-Current File); Nov 13, 1938;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1881-1990)
pg.E3

DWELLING. BOUGHT BY JOE E. BROWN

4
5— —

This English Manor home bought by JoeE. Brown, motion-pIcture star, is on the former
six-acre.Potter estate in the Oakmont district of Brentwood. The property was pur
chased from the Security-First National Bank. With completion of extensive remod
eling there, Brown’s investment in the property will exceed $67,500, according to Guy
Price, of Guy Price Co., Beverly Hill~ realtors, who represented buyer and seller.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Good Read~’ng for Everybody.

The Los Angeles
Times

Illustrated
Weekly

Magazine
Some of Its Contents

This Week:

Ketchikan, First Port of Call in
Alaska.

By Fe.nk C. Carpenter.

United States Opportunities in
Asia.

By Beten Slrthawwu.
The Presidential Election in

Panama.
By James Stewart.

Civil War’s Effects on Southern
Life.

By Elit.bnrtt Wyson Ktm5b,rg.

Little Sam Manuel.
By L Worthingtnn Green.

A Woman’s Work for Blind
Soldiers.

By Stnefln1 Hmli1.
Remarkable Vegetation of the Sea.

By Monte E. Banten.

The Story of the Little Gray Box.
By Vtsst~ A. Haognrtond.
Mixing the Rations.

By Eagnon Brews.

A Girl’s Way of Paying for a
Motor Car.
By A. Hooter.

A Modern Hermit Changes His
Place of Abode.

B C. W. nee.

An Aviator’s Sacrifice for His
Country.

By Rena P.. Rintonn..

n.e o as te or to
Her.

By En. Duet, Cogewnit.

Strange Facts About Spiders.
By E,tret,, Toeeiner.

The Surprising Artfulness of
Emma.

By Pence Hunter.
The Daily Married Life of

Helen and Warren.
By Malnet Herbert timer.

Dawn of an Ideal in a Darkened
Mind.

By 0. K. Brttntl.

Domestic Propagation of Wild
Docks.

By Edw.rd T. Martin.
Harvesting and Storing the

Rain Crop.
By M. V H,etr.nft.

Egg.laying Percentages
Coosidered.

By Henry W. Kroekrbrrg.

Good Short Storir,—CaltFoeoia. Land of
the Son The Earle—The Ltotcee—
The City and Home Praotifol—The
Hamars Bodyr Ito Care, tier and Abuse
—“Home. Sweet Home’ — Poetry.

tomnr. Etc.

Pictorial Features
Tato.page Halftone “‘it’indirt~ \Vay of

a Southern Calilenria Stream.”
One-page Halftone “Veteran Guardian

of the Bay,”
One-page Hoff tonc—Recen~ Notable

Caetoonn.
Many Other Handsome Illustrative

Haiftoans.

Ready for Readevs Saftoeday arid
Standatt tl’Iornings.
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THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY BLANK

Joe E. Brown Residence, 707 North Walden Drive
City Landmark Assessment and Evaluation Report

page 59



PHOTOGRAPHS

Joe E. Brown Residence, 707 North Walden Drive
City Landmark Assessment and Evaluation Report

page 60
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PHOTO - 1: Context view from North N. Walden Drive, looking west (credit, MLS)
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PHOTO - 2: Context view from N. Walden Drive, looking southwest
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PHOTO - 3: Inner courtyard area, looking west (credit, MLS)
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PHOTO - 4: Inner courtyard area, looking northeast from balcony (credit, MIS)
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PHOTO - 5: Loggia along north wing, looking west at front door entry (credit, MLS)
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PHOTO -6: Madonna and Child bas relief on south wall of north wing, looking north (credit, MLS)
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PHOTO - 7: South (side) elevation, driveway, and garage, looking west

I

PHOTO - 8: North (side) elevation detail, looking east
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PHOTO - 9: North (side) elevation and front wing wall, looking east

I

PHOTO - 10: Wing wall detail from front yard, looking west



0

PHOTO - 11: Garage detail along east (front) elevation, looking northwest
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PHOTO - 12: Driveway detail, south wall of inner courtyard (left), and Porte cochere, looking northeast
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PHOTO - 13: Porte cochere entry detail Street view, looking northwest

PHOTO - 14: Porte cochere courtyard entry access detail, looking north
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PHOTO - 15: Wrought iron box window grille detail along front façade, looking southwest

PHOTO - 16: Wrought iron box window grille and fenestration detail front-facing wing
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PHOTO - 17: Multi-level roof forms and massing perspective from public right-of-way, looking west
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PHOTO - 18: Roofing materials and varied chimney details



PHOTO - 19: Front entry gate approach along front façade, looking west
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PHOTO - 20: Front entry door detail set within loggia along north wing, looking west



PHOTO - 21: Courtyard staircase detail to balcony
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PHOTO - 22: Courtyard balcony detail, looking west



PHOTO - 23: Quatrefoil shape stained glass window with roundel glass panel along north wall, exterior view

PHOTO - 24: Quatrefoil shape stained glass window with roundel glass panel along north wall, interior view
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PHOTO - 25: Entry foyer area, front door left, looking south (credit, MLS)
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PHOTO - 26: Interior staircase at foyer with leaded glass window detail (credit, MLS)
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PHOTO - 27: Solarium detail at rear of house along west elevation, looking north (credit, MIS)
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PHOTO - 28: Solarium detail at rear of house along west elevation, looking south (credit, MIS)
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PHOTO - 29: Formal dining room, looking out onto inner courtyard (credit, MLS)
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PHOTO - 30: Upstairs private screening room, entertainment room, looking east (credit, MLS)



PHOTO - 31: Decorative glazed tile work and fixtures in bathroom 1 (credit, MLS)
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PHOTO - 32: Decorative glazed tile work and fixtures in bathroom 2 (credit, MIS)



PHOTO - 33: Decorative glazed tile work and fixtures in bathroom 3 (credit, MLS)

I.

PHOTO - 34: Decorative glazed tile work and fixtures in bathroom 4 (credit, MIS)
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