AGENDA REPORT

Meeting Date: August 19, 2014

ltem Number: D-7

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council

From: David L. Snowden, Chief of Police

Subject: RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS

APPROVING AN APPLICATION FOR AND ACCEPTANCE OF A
REAL ESTATE FRAUD PROSECUTION GRANT FROM THE
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES; AND

APPROPRIATION OF $10,000 TO FUND REAL ESTATE FRAUD
INVESTIGATIONS UNDER THE FY 2014-15 REAL ESTATE FRAUD
PROSECUTION GRANT PROGRAM

Attachments: 1. Resolution
2. Grant Award

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that City Council adopt the resolution authorizing application for and
acceptance of grant funding from the FY 2014-15 Real Estate Fraud Prosecution grant.
Staff also recommends that the City Council move to appropriate $10,000 to fund
expenses associated with the Real Estate Fraud Prosecution Grant as follows:

FROM TO
$10,000 191-300000 $5,000 19002105-C003/713000 Overtime
General Fund-Unrestricted FY14/15 Real Estate Fraud Grant

Fund Balance

$5,000 19002105-C003/731700 Training
FY14/15 Real Estate Fraud Grant
INTRODUCTION

In 1996, the California Legislature enacted a law which provided grant funds to local law
enforcement and prosecutorial agencies to enhance the deterrence, investigation, and
prosecution of real estate fraud cases at the local level. In Los Angeles County, these
programs are funded by the filing fee imposed for recording real estate documents as
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required by Government Code Section 27388. The County’s Real Estate Fraud
Prosecution Trust Fund Committee is responsible for establishing procedures,
evaluating applications, and approving applications submitted by law enforcement
agencies. After deducting all administrative costs, a portion of the funds are awarded to
local law enforcement agencies and the District Attorney’s Office.

Funds awarded under this grant may only be used for personnel, equipment, or services
used in the criminal investigations or prosecutions involving recorded real estate
documents. Although a proposed budget is required as part of the application process,
funds are reimbursed only for actual expenditures. Unused grant funds revert back to
the Real Estate Fraud Prosecution Trust Fund Committee to be redistributed in
upcoming years. The Real Estate Fraud Program is designed and organized to protect
property owners against real estate fraud.

DISCUSSION

Grant funds awarded to the City will be used to support investigative operations within
the Police Department’s Detective Bureau-Financial Crimes Detail as they investigate
real estate fraud related crimes. This particular type of crime is complex in nature as it
involves researching County records, California Secretary of State Records, and
Department of Real Estate records to develop prosecutable criminal cases. As such, a
tremendous number of staff hours including overtime work are expended to properly
investigate these types of crimes. Securing the Real Estate Fraud grant strengthens
and increases the Police Department’s ability to conduct thorough investigations.

FISCAL IMPACT

The City has received a $10,000 grant award from the County of Los Angeles. Grant
funds will be used for overtime, travel, and training expenditures associated with the
investigation of real estate fraud crimes. The City will be reimbursed by the County of
Los Angeles’ Real Estate Fraud Prosecution Trust Fund for authorized grant
expenditures.

Don Rhoads, Directe{fﬁ D . Snowden, Chief of Police

Finance Approval/\ Police Approval
P, H. Rose )
fot crirer SAMOW?P
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RESOLUTION NO. 14-R-
RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY
HILLS APPROVING AN APPLICATION FOR AND ACCEPTANCE

OF A REAL ESTATE FRAUD PROSECUTION GRANT FROM
THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

The Council of the City of Beverly Hills does hereby resolve as follows:
Section 1. The County of Los Angeles administers the Real Estate Fraud

Prosecution Grant (“Grant”).

Section 2. The City hereby appoints the City Manager or the Chief of Police
as the agent of the City of Beverly Hills to apply for and accept the Grant from County of Los
Angeles and to execute and submit all documents including, but not limited to, applications,
agreements, amendments, and payment requests, which may be necessary for administration

of the Grant.

Section 3. The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of the Resolution and
shall cause the Resolution and this certification to be entered in the Book of Resolutions of the

Council of the City.

Adopted:
LILI BOSSE
Mayor of the City of Beverly Hills, California
ATTEST:
(SEAL)
BYRON POPE
City Clerk
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APPROVED AS TO FORM: APPROVED AS TO CONTENT:

L

LAURENCE S. WIENER JEFFREY C. KOLIN
City Attorney City Manager

—DBON RHOADS

Director of Administrative Services/ Chief Financial

DAVIDT. SNOWDEN A<k # Aosew
Chief of Police R cther Snioupal
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County of Los Angeles
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICE

‘Kehrieth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street, Room 713, Los Angeles, Californla 90012
{213) 974-1101
htip://ceo facounty.gov

WILLIAM T FUJJOKA - o . : Board of Supeivisors

Chiet Executive Officer - . o GLORJA MOLINA
: June’g, 2014 A First Distri¢t
: MARK RIDLEY-THOMAS
- Sacond District
, R ‘ ' %EVdY[;)\RO&;»LAVSKY
Chief Dave Snowden ‘ ird Distric
‘ " DON KNABE
E)g‘\‘/eFr{ly l:nit: gohce Department : . * Fourth District
exfo rive : ' \ '
. _ MICHAEL D, ANTONOVICH
Beverly Hills, Caltforma 9021 0-4818 - - ' Fifth District
X . :
Dear Chuef Showden:

201 4-15 REAL ESTATE‘FRAUD PROSECUTION GRANT

This is"to advnse you that your Real Estate Fraud Prosecutlon grant apphcatlon for the .period
July 1, 2014 through Juhe 30, 2015, has been approved by the Real Estate Fraud Prosecution
Trust Fund Commiittee, for the amount of $1O 000. '

: Please complete and return the enclosed Grant Acceptance Form and a revlsed budget based
~on the new grant amount no fater than June 30, 2014. Both documents must be submitted to
accept the grant The Grant Acceptance Form must be signed by the Chief of Police.

- Payment of grant funds shall be made subsequent to the receipt of- quarterly invoices.
Also, enclosed is the -Grant Reporting Form ‘which must be completed and returned by
September 1, 2015, 60 days following the end of the grant penod Correspondence should be
mailed to:

- Fteal-Estate F r;aud Pros_eCut‘ion Trust Fund‘Committee
¢/o Les Angeles County Chief Executive Office
- 500 West Temple Street, Room 754
Los Angeles, California 90012
Atten‘tion'-' Patricia Vallejo HOdarte :

i

All inquiries shoutd be dlrected to the Real Estate Fraud Prosecution Trust Fund Commtttee
liaison, Patnc:a Vallejo Rodarte at (213) 974-2535 or at pvallejo@ceo.lacounty.qoy

Sincerely,

WILLIAMW FUHOKA
Chief Executive Officer

WTF:GAM:SW :
PV:cc :
Enclosures

“To Enrich Lives Through Effective And Caring Service”

Pléase Conserve Paper — This Document and Copies are Two-Sided
ihtra-County Correspondence Sent Electronically Only .



2014-15 GRANT ACCEPTANCE FORM
REAL ESTATE FRAUD PROSECUTION PROGRAM

Agency

Address:

Telephone: (__ )

Purpose of Grant:

A‘rnount Award'ed'

| understand by the acceptance of these funds, the above agency will: .

=  Utilize the funds for the prosecutlon andlor lnvestlgatron of real estate fraud )
cases; S /

= . Ensure that recerpt “of these funds will not be used to oft'set a reductron in any
- other source ef funds :

. 5Submtt rermbursement claims, at the énd. of each quarter (rf any fundmg was
- expended during that quarter) te address at. the bottom-of this form;
. Understand that award of these funds is. subject to the avallabmty of funds-
B deposited ‘into the Real Estate Fraud Trust Fund and that in- the event funds
deposited-are insufficient to cover all- grant funds awarded, the Real Estate Fraud
 Prosecution Trust Fund Committee’ may reduce each agency's grant award on a
,pro-rata basrs .

=  Attend the Reat Estate Fraud Task Force monthty meetlng, and-

" Request carryover of unspent grant funds by May 1, 2015 if investigations and/or

. prosecutions are still in progress. Requests to carryover furids for salaries and
-employee benefits will not-be allowed unless the expendltures were " incurred
during the authorized grant perlod

Agenc.‘y_Director — B " Date
" Please return this completed'form-'hy June 30, 2014 to:

Real Estate Fraud Prosecution Trust Fund
c/o Los Angeles County Chief Execuitive Office
Attn: Patricia Vallejo (213) 974-2535
500 West Temple Street, Room 754
Los Angeles, California 90012

Grant.acceptance.form



