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AGENDA REPORT

Meeting Date: April 22, 2014

Item Number: E—27

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council

From: David L. Snowden, Chief of Police

Subject: APPROPRIATION OF $23,600 FROM THE SEIZED & FORFEITED

PROPERTY FUND TO ENHANCE POLICE DEPARTMENT

OPERATIONS

Attachments: None

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the City Council move to appropriate $23,600 from the Fund 32
fund balance (Federal/Justice Program #3202105E126) to fund the purchase of safety
equipment and a motorcycle for the Police Department as follows:

Account: Amount:

32602105/7411 00/OE1 26— Motor Vehicles $10,000

32602105/740300/0E126— Fire & Other Safety Equipment $13,600

INTRODUCTION

The Police Department has identified the need for additional expenditures. These
purchases will be made in FY 13/14 with funds acquired under the federal asset
forfeiture program.
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DISCUSSION

Police Motorcycle
The Police Department currently maintains a fleet of BMW motorcycles for traffic
enforcement operations. These motorcycles are normally replaced after several years of
operational service.

In January of 2014 a motor sergeant was involved in a traffic collision that resulted in
unrepairable damage to one of the BMW motorcycles. Fleet Services initially anticipated
making repairs to the involved motorcycle, however; after a thorough inspection it was
found not to be cost effective to attempt repairs. The involved motorcycle still had a few
years of useful life remaining and had only accrued approximately $18,000 toward its
replacement as of the date of the collision. The total cost to replace a police motorcycle
is $28,000.

Police motorcycles are an integral tool in the daily operation of the Police Department’s
Traffic Bureau. The loss of this motorcycle will negatively impact the Traffic Bureau’s
ability to carry out its daily operations. The purchase of a replacement motorcycle will
allow the Traffic Bureau to continue its operations including traffic enforcement,
commercial vehicle enforcement, emergency response, special jobs and special events.
The recommended motion requests that the City Council appropriate $10,000 from the
Seized & Forfeited Property Fund to accelerate the replacement of this motorcycle.

Safety Vests and Ballistic Helmets
Over the last several years members of the Police Department’s Special Enforcement
Section of the Detective Bureau have been involved in operations that have successfully
led to the seizure of thousands of kilograms of cocaine and methamphetamine. These
operations have been complex in nature, and they have involved high level international
drug traffickers. These traffickers are directly responsible for smuggling large quantities
of illicit drugs into the greater Los Angeles basin every year. These operations involve
prolonged surveillances that have led to encounters with key operatives involved in
narcotic distribution. These individuals are extremely sophisticated in their counter
surveillance tactics, and they possess an almost endless amount of resources that
enable them to be equipped with the latest weaponry available.

In an effort to afford our officers with a greater degree of protection and safety as they
attempt to curtail the flow of illicit drugs into the community, the recommended motion
requests that the City Council appropriate $13,600 from the Seized and Forfeited
Property Fund to purchase safety vests and ballistic helmets for these police officers.

FISCAL IMPACT

The costs associated with these purchases total $23,600 and will be made with funds
from the Seized and Forfeited Property Funds. These restricted funds have been
received as a result of federal asset seizures and may only be used to enhance the
operations of the Police Department.

These equipment purchase items will become part of the Police Department’s regular
routine operations and be placed on the appropriate equipment replacement schedules
for eventual replacement. The motorcycle purchase will not increase the department’s
Internal Service Fund (1SF) charges because this vehicle is already on a replacement

Page 2 of 3 4/15/2014



Meeting Date: April 22, 2014

schedule. However, the safety vests and ballistic helmets purchase would increase the
department’s 1SF charges by $2,720 per year for equipment replacement beginning in
FYI5/16.

Don Rhoad~~J
Finance Appr I Approved By
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