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CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
MINUTES - STUDY SESSION

February 18, 2014
Council Chambers

2:30 P.M.

PRESENT:Mayor Mirisch
Vice Mayor Bosse
Councilmember Brien
Councilmember Gold
Councilmember Krasne
Jeff Kolin, City Manager
Larry Wiener, City Attorney
Megan Roach, Marketing and Economic Sustainability Manager
Michelle Tse, Senior Management Analyst
Chad Lynn, Director of Parking Operations

A - DIRECTION

Badge Pinning for the Newly-Promoted Fire Chief & Deputy Fire Chief
This item formally announces the promotion of Ralph E. Mundell to Fire Chief and
Gregory W. Barton to Deputy Fire Chief.

Mayor Mirisch congratulated Fire Chief Ralph Mundell and Deputy Fire Chief Greg
Barton on their promotions. He enumerated their various qualifications and
achievements. He and Vice Mayor Bosse presented their badges to them.

2. Presentation by Metropolitan Water District (MWD) Providing an Update on the State
Water Project, Current Water Supply and Water Storage Plan
MWD Boardmember representing Beverly Hills, Robert Wunderlich, and MWD staff
will provide a report on MWD’s current water supply and water storage plan in light of
the recent drought declaration.

Beverly Hills Metropolitan Water District (MWD) representative Dr. Robert Wunderlich
presented the Water Supply and Water Storage Plan. He introduced MWD
representative Demetri Polyzos, who discussed MWD’s diverse water portfolio. He
discussed MWD’s response to the current drought that California is experiencing.

Utilities Services Manager Trish Rhay responded to questions regarding the use of
groundwater and the measures that the City is taking to educate the public about water
conservation.

Dr. Wunderlich responded to questions from Council.
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3. Request by Mayor Mirisch for a Report from the Metropolitan Water District (MWD) on
Issues Related to MWD’s Fiscal Policy
MWD Boardmember, Robert Wunderlich, will provide a report to the City Council on
MWD’s cash reserves in its Rate Stabilization Fund.

Beverly Hills Metropolitan Water District (MWD) representative Dr. Robert Wunderlich
presented MWD’s two-year budget, rate setting, and use of reserves.

Dr. Wunderlich responded to questions regarding the letter that was sent to the Council
from a group of Southern California Mayors regarding proposed water rate increases.

4. Request by Mayor Mirisch for an Update on the Progress of the Ad Hoc Committee
Work on the Commission Structure Review
The request is to the Committee (Councilmembers Gold and Krasne) to provide a
progress report on their work to the Council.

Item not discussed.

5. Request by Councilmember Gold to Discuss the Roles and Responsibilities of the
Recreation and Parks Commission and the Fine Art Commission
Council is asked to consider the roles and responsibilities of the Recreation and Parks
Commission and the Fine Art Commission and give direction on any clarification to the
respective charges of these two commissions that needs to be made. This item is being
brought to City Council at this time because confusion about the roles of the two
commissions is leading to difficulty in accomplishing commission work.

Councilmember Gold provided a brief background on his request that this item be placed
on the agenda. He indicated that the two Commissions had reached consensus as to each
Commission’s roles and responsibilities.

Councilmember Gold outlined the differences between the recommendations being
brought forth and what is currently being handled by each Commission. In addition,
he provided clarification regarding the duties of the two Commissions.

The following members of the public spoke:

- Robert Anderson, Recreation and Parks Commissioner
- Alan Kaye, Fine Art Commissioner
- Howard Rosoff, Recreation and Parks Commission Chair
- Fiona Chalom, Fine Art Commission Chair

Council agreed with the recommendations.
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6. E-Cigarette and Smoking Policy Recommendation
This report provides the Health & Safety Commission’s recommendation to regulate e
cigarettes similarly to tobacco products, and the recommendation to expand the City’s
smoking regulations.

Senior Management Analyst Michelle Tse transmitted the recommendations from the
Health and Safety Commission regarding the sale and use of electronic cigarettes (“e
cigarettes”) and tobacco products. The Commission has two recommendations which are
that e-cigarettes be regulated similarly to tobacco products within the City and expand
the City’s current smoking regulations.

The following member of the public spoke:

- Gale Millan, Health and Safety Commission Chair

Code Enforcement Manager Nestor Otazu responded to questions regarding enforcement
of the City’s municipal code regarding smoking. In addition, he responded to questions
regarding the enforcement of smoking in multi-unit residences where the landlord has
prohibited smoking in the building.

City Attorney Wiener responded to questions regarding the various entities who have
authority to regulate tobacco and e-cigarettes.

Beverly Hills Police Lieutenant Shan Davis responded to questions regarding the Police
Department’s enforcement of smoking regulations.

Council directed staff to conduct more outreach regarding the expansion of the City’s
smoking regulations and to explore the possibility of banning the sale of cigarettes in the
City.

7. Review of the Proposed Taxicab Franchise Request for Proposal and a Draft of the
Preliminary Changes Recommended to the Beverly Hills Municipal Code
Provides preliminary Request for Proposal (RFP) for taxicab services to replace existing
system of taxicab certificates with a taxicab franchise and seeks City Council direction
regarding proposal and proposed Municipal Code changes.

Director of Parking Operations Chad Lynn reviewed the proposed Taxicab Franchise
Request for Proposal (RFP) and draft of the preliminary changes to the municipal code.

The following members of the public spoke:

- Richard Montgomery, representing the current taxicab providers
- Neil Evans, Attorney representing the current taxicab providers
- William Rouse, General Manager of Yellow Cab Los Angeles
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- Michael Calm, General Manager of Bell Cab

Due to a lack of time, Council provided their questions to Mr. Lynn for response at the
next meeting.

The item was carried over to the next City Council Study Session for further discussion.

8. Request from Councilmember Julian Gold for a Review of the City’s 2014 Tournament of
Roses Float
This item provides a recap of the City’s float including community participation, lessons
learned and return on investment.

Item not discussed.

9. Request by Centennial Beverly Hills Days Volunteer Committee for Additional Funds for
Art Piece and Event
The Beverly Hills Days Volunteer Committee, Chaired by Richard and Brenda Rubins, is
requesting City Council approval for $5,000 in funding to develop an art piece and host a
reception.

Marketing and Economic Sustainability Manager Megan Roach summarized the request
from the committee. She indicated that Council allocated $5,000 for this initiative. The
committee seeks an additional $8,285 for the art piece, show, and marketing.

Richard and Brenda Rubins provided additional information on the proposed art piece.

Ms. Roach responded to questions regarding the Centennial budget and the City shield
licensing fees.

Council agreed with the proposal and allocation of an additional $8K in funding.

10. Consideration of Installation of the City Shield or City Seal in the Commission’s Meeting
Room (Council Chamber Room 280A)
The report provides two options (City seal and shield) for consideration by the Council to
be installed on the wall immediately behind the dais.

Item not discussed.

B - INFORMATION
No items.
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C - INFORMATION

11. Gateway Project Update
Provides an update on the design of the gateway structure and mock-up of the proposed
height.

Item not discussed.

The Study Session recessed at 6:08 p.m. to the Closed Session to discuss items that are identified
on the agenda that has been prepared for the meeting. The Closed Session adjourned at 7:00
p.m.

PASSED, Approved and Adopted
this 4th day of March, 2014

JOHN A. MIRISCH, MAYOR

This meeting was televised on City of Beverly Hills Municipal Government Television Access,
BHN/10, Time Warner Cable.
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