
AGENDA REPORT

Meeting Date: February 4, 2014

Item Number: D-5

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council

From: Daniel E. Cartagena, Senior Management Analyst

Subject: ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS AMENDING THE
BEVERLY HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE TO ALLOW COMMISSION
CHAIRS TO SERVE FOR TWO COMPLETE YEARS

Attachments: 1. Ordinance

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the City Council adopt the ordinance to amend the Municipal
Code of the City of Beverly Hills to allow Commission Chairs to serve for two complete
years.

INTRODUCTION

This amendment to the Municipal Code of the City of Beverly Hills would allow
commission chairs the opportunity to serve two full 12-month term as chair regardless of
the appointed term they serve as chair. In some situations, a commissioner may be
elected chair in their first two-year term. In those situations, it is likely the term as chair
will straddle between the commissioner’s first and second terms. The current wording of
the Municipal Code does not factor this situation in its application. Unless amended, a
commission and commissioner could experience a truncated second term as chair.

DISCUSSION

On December 5th, staff presented to the City Council a recommendation from the Public
Works Liaison Committee that a change is made to Municipal Code to allow commission
chairs to serve for two complete years during their two terms on a commission.

The City Council referred this matter to the Commission Structure Review Ad Hoc
Committee studying City Commissions. In turn, the Ad Hoc committee directed staff to
draft an ordinance and present to the City Council for consideration.
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This issue arose due to the current circumstance involving the Public Works
Commission. The present chair, Barry Pressman, MD, was elected serve as chair
towards the end of his first two-year term. Consequently, his first one-year term as chair
began in his first term on the commission and ended five—months into his second term.
At the completion of his first term as chair, the commission re-elected Dr. Pressman to
serve a second term as chair.

Under the existing Municipal Code, Dr. Pressman could only serve as chair for seven-
month in his second term. That was not the intention of the Public Works Commission.
To allow Dr. Pressman to serve a full 12-month second term as chair, it was proposed
the Municipal Code be amended.

FISCAL IMPACT

None

~George Chavez

Approved By
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ORDINANCE NO. 14-0-

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
AMENDING THE BEVERLY HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE
TO ALLOW COMMISSION CHAIRS TO SERVE FOR
TWO COMPLETE YEARS

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS HEREBY ORDAINS AS

FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Commission Chair Terms. The City Council hereby amends Paragraph E

of Section 2-2-107 (“Operational Procedures”) of Article 1 (“General Provisions”) of Chapter 2

(“Commissions and Committees”) of Title 2 (“Administration, Personnel, and Procedures”) of

the Beverly Hills Municipal Code to read as follows:

“E. A chairperson and a vice chairperson shall be elected by the members from the

membership. A member shall not serve as chairperson in excess of two years; provided,

however, that a member shall not serve as chair for two consecutive years.”

Section 2. Severability. If any section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause,

phrase, or portion of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any person or place, is for any

reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the final decision of any court of competent

jurisdiction, the remainder of this Ordinance shall be remain in full force and effect.

Section 3. Publication. The City Clerk shall cause this Ordinance to be published at

least once in a newspaper of general circulation published and circulated in the City within

fifteen (15) days after its passage in accordance with Section 36933 of the Government Code,
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shall certify to the adoption of this Ordinance and shall cause this Ordinance and the City Clerk’s

certification, together with proof of publication, to be entered in the Book of Ordinances of the

Council of this City.

Section 4. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall go into effect and be in full force

and effect at 12:01 a.m. on the thirty-first (3 1st) day after its passage.

Adopted:
Effective:

JOHN A. MIRISCH
Mayor of the City of Beverly Hills,
California

ATTEST:

___________________________ (SEAL)

BYRON POPE
City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM: APPROVED AS TO CONTENT:

LA NCE . WIENER JEFFREY KOLIN
City Attorney City Manager
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