
CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
STAFF REPORT

Meeting Date: August 20, 2013

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council

From: Gisele Grable, Community Services Administrator
Community Services Department

Subject: Grand Re-Opening of Hermes on Rodeo Drive

Attachments: 1. Letter from Bounce on behalf of Hermes of Paris
2. Letter from the Rodeo Drive Committee

INTRODUCTION
Attached is a letter submitted by the event production company Bounce, on behalf of
Hermes of Paris, providing information regarding a partial street closure (northbound
lanes only) in the 400 block of North Rodeo Drive to hold a grand re-opening celebration.
The event is scheduled to occur at the Hermes Rodeo Drive Boutique on Tuesday,
September 3, 2013 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

This report is provided for information only. Unless otherwise directed by the City
Council, staff intends to proceed with the coordination of the plans as described in this
report.

DISCUSSION
The invitation-only event will be held inside the Hermes Boutique as well as on the west
side of the store’s building located in the 400 block of North Rodeo Drive. The evening
will include a ribbon cutting ceremony, and a 10 minute performance at the front of the
building in order to unveil the new store design, which will be followed by a brief
reception and tour inside the store. The opening reveal includes acrobatic dancers
scaling the façade of the boutique. Approximately 150 guests will be in attendance,
including press and celebrities. The street closure will help enable the invited press and
guests to view the performance in a safe fashion.

STREET CLOSURE
The following information provides details of a brief and partial street closure:

• The east side (northbound lanes only) of the 400 block of North Rodeo Drive
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., on Tuesday, September 3, which will include time
for set up and breakdown of the event. (Please Note: Although the Rodeo Drive
Committee letter mentions the valet seivice location as Brighton Way, it has been
changed to the west side of North Rodeo Drive, in the parking lane cutout.)

)



Honorable Mayor & City Council
Meeting Date: August 20, 2013

MERCHANT NOTIFICATION
The Rodeo Drive Committee has indicated that they do not support this partial street
closure as noted in Attachment 2. Due in part to the Rodeo Drive Committee’s
concerns, the hours of the partial closure were modified to starting at 5:30 p.m.
(originally starting at 2:00 p.m.), and the valet service removed from Brighton Way.

Southbound traffic lanes on the 400 block of Rodeo Drive, as well as all other blocks of
North Rodeo Drive, Brighton and Dayton Ways would remain open at all times to
vehicular traffic.

All merchants on the 300 and 400 blocks of North Rodeo Drive, as well as on Brighton
Way, between Camden and Beverly Drives would be notified of the upcoming activity.

FISCAL IMPACT
All City costs and fees will be the responsibility of Bounce and Hermes, including street
closure fees. In addition, Hermes will provide a Certificate of Insurance for $2 million in
general liability, naming the City of Beverly Hills as an additional insured.

RECOMMENDATION
The partial street closure will allow for ample space for the guests to gather and view the
store reveal. There will be no production equipment located in the street, and the guests
will be returning to the store and sidewalks immediately following the performance. Staff
has discussed the proposed closure with Police personnel who believe that the partial
street closure will help ensure the safety of the guests during the performance. Since
the partial closure will be brief, will allow for vehicular traffic on Rodeo Drive and
throughout the Business Triangle, will assist with the safety of the event guests, provide
positive and national/international press coverage, and is being requested by a Beverly
Hills/Rodeo Drive merchant, staff suggested granting the permit.

City staff met with City Council Special Events Liaisons Vice Mayor Lili Bosse and
Councilmember Nancy Krasne to review the event details and they were both in support
of moving forward with the issuance of the permit.

This report is for information only. Unless the City Council has any questions or
concerns, staff will administratively approve the permit and continue to work with City
personnel to coordinate and finalize the event plan and logistical details, including a
partial closure (northbound only) of the 400 block of North Rodeo Drive for the grand re
opening of the Hermes Rodeo Drive Boutique on Tuesday, September 3, 2013.
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ATTACHMENT 1

BOUNCE
AN AEG COMPANY

August 5, 2013

Dear Benita,

I am writing on behalf of Hermes of Paris, who has engaged Bounce to produce the re-grand opening of
the Hermes Rodeo Drive Boutique. This event will include a cocktail reception, store reveal and ribbon-
cutting ceremony for approximately 150-200 guests.

The opening is invite-only and the guest list will include Hermes family, VIPs and media. Cocktails will be
served inside the Boutique, then guests will walk outside to view the store reveal. We would like to allow
guests to stand in the street to view the reveal, so are requesting that the northbound lanes of Rodeo
Drive be closed from Brighton Way to Santa Monica Boulevard between 5:30 and 7:00 pm. There will be
no production in the street, and guests will clear off of the street immediately following this moment.

Bounce will be responsible for any costs related to the event and closure including, but not limited to,
BHPD Officers, DOT Officers, and fees for Building & Safety, Engineering and permits.

Proposed Timeline for Tuesday, September 3, 2013

5:30 pm Guest Arrivals Begin

Guests & Media begin to assemble in front of Hermes Boutique

Closure of 400 Block of Rodeo Drive between Brighton and Santa Monica Blvd.

6:20 pm Acrobatic display! reveal on storefront

6:25 pm Media Photo Op

6:30 pm Reveal Ends, Guests move inside Boutique for Cocktails

7:00 pm Event Ends, Guests Depart, Rodeo Dr Re-Opens

Please let me know if you have any questions or need any additional information.

Thank you,

Audrey Hanson
Sr. Director, Production
Bounce
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ATTACHMENT 2
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RODEO DRIVE]

August 6, 2013

Honorable Mayor John Mirisch
and Members of the Beverly Hills City Council
City of Beverly Hills
455 North Rexford Drive
Beverly Hills, California 90210

Dear Mayor and Councilmembers:

On behalf of the Rodeo Drive Committee, I wanted to let you know that we
have reviewed Hermes’ request for street closure of the east side of the
400 block of Rodeo Drive and the north lane of Brighton Way for valet
parking for the re-grand opening of the new Hermes boutique on
September 3, 2013.

On behalf of our members including retailers, landlords and hotels on the
street, the Rodeo Drive Committee respectfully has decided to NOT
support Hermes’ request for street closures of Rodeo Drive and
Brighton Way.

Our decision was made with much consideration.

Primarily there is concern by many retailers that stores are now staying
open until 7 pm, so asking retailers to shorten their sales period to allow for
this request as well as traffic implications at 6 pm on Brighton will have a
negative impact on business.

Hermes was one of the founding members of the Rodeo Drive Committee
in the early I 970’s and was a member in good standing until the departure
of Madame Francine Bardot, the boutiques director for many years, who
was also one of the Committee’s Board members and active participants.

Since her departure, and despite numerous attempts to management
involve Hermes in the Committee’s program of work, Hermes has chosen
to not participate and support the street or the city’s efforts.



Hon. John Mirisch
Mayor
City of Beverly Hills
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We do not feel it is fair to be asked to support Hermes at this time, when
Hermes has not participated nor paid their fair share of membership over
the past decade while the majority of their neighbors have contributed to
Rodeo Drive’s success.

Sincerely,

Jim Jahant
President
Rodeo Drive Committee

cc: Mark Tronstein, Rodeo Drive Associates; Donna Snyder, Louis
Vuitton; Nicola Cagliata, Jaeger Le-Coultre; Kathy Gohari, Valentino; Pen
Ellen Berne, Pomellato; Tom Blumenthal, Gearys Beverly Hills; Craig
Donahue, TDG


