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AGENDA REPORT

Meeting Date: June 18, 2013

Item Number: 1—12

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council

From: Ralph E. Mundell, Deputy Fire Chief

Fred Simonson, Maintenance Operations Manager

Subject: APPROVAL OF A PURCHASE ORDER TO BRAUN NORTHWEST,
INC. IN THE NOT-TO-EXCEED AMOUNT OF $290,062.14 FOR
PURCHASE OF ONE (1) FREIGHTLINER M2 RESCUE AMBULANCE

Attachment: 1. Cityg ate Associates Report

2. Price Proposal from Braun Northwest, Inc. in response to Bid 12-
31

3. Price Quote from Braun Northwest, Inc.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the City Council move to approve a purchase order to Braun
Northwest, Inc. in the not-to-exceed amount of $291,330.51 for purchase of one (1)
Freightliner M2 Rescue Ambulance, which is budgeted for purchase in FY 2012-2013 in
CIP No. 8502, Vehicle Replacement Program.

DISCUSSION

The Rescue Ambulances are the most heavily used vehicles in the Fire Department’s
fleet, due to the large number of Emergency Medical responses. Despite that fact, we
are able to get a fourteen (14) year service life out of these ambulances by utilizing the
Freightliner M2 medium-duty commercial trucks as our platform. The original plan for
each vehicle was for seven (7) years front-line and seven (7) years in reserve.

Beverly Hills Fire’s Emergency Medical Services (EMS) has had just two Paramedic
Rescue Ambulances in service for the last 30-plus years providing needed Advanced
Life Support (ALS) response and transport. In recent years, the emergency call total,
along with an increasing number of simultaneous ALS calls-for-service, caused an
inordinate demand and reliance on mutual-aid response from Los Angeles County Fire
Department Paramedics from West Hollywood as well as from Los Angeles City
Department Paramedics.
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The Fire Department’s organizational audit, conducted by Citygate Associates
(Attachment I), was delivered to the City Council in November of 2010. One of the
primary findings was a widening gap in our ability to cover simultaneously occurring ALS
emergency medical response calls. Citygate advised that the City would need to staff a
th~d Paramedic Rescue Ambulance in the near future and would need to take interim
steps to bridge the gap. Early in 2011, the Fire Department reconfigured its response
matrix to create a part-time third Paramedic ambulance transport capability, but this
causes Engine 2 to be out of district more often, and utilizes cross-staffing that reduces
other departmental capabilities. This has helped to substantially reduce our reliance on
outside EMS resources over the last two years, but the call load continues to increase.

Furthermore, with the addition of an additional front-line ambulance to the fleet as
recommended in the Citygate analysis, the Fire Department is in need of one more
ambulance. This vehicle will provide paramedic ambulance in Fire Station 2’s district.
This change will yield a paramedic ambulance and a paramedic-assessment engine
company at each of the City’s three fire stations.

In order to meet this challenge without adding significantly to our operational budget or
vehicle replacement ISFs, a plan was developed in cooperation with Public Works’
Vehicle Fleet management. Upon purchase of this replacement Rescue Ambulance, we
will retain, and stretch the service life of, our oldest reserve Rescue, thereby adding an
additional, badly-needed second reserve. The only additional cost will be maintenance of
one additional vehicle. The replacement schedule for all of our existing Rescue
Ambulance fleet will remain the same. Operationally, we will retain one additional
ambulance until the next scheduled purchase, when it will be salvaged, and replaced in
reserve by the next oldest vehicle, which will then be kept as reserve, and so on.

Pursuant to Beverly Hills Municipal Code section 3-3-204, City Council Approval; Level 4
Purchases, staff conducted written competitive bidding by publishing Bid 12-31
document at the City’s website. This internet bid solicitation generated a multitude of
interests from various vendors and, consequently, garnered two (2) formal submittals.
Summary of price proposals is as follows:

Vendor Total Price No Tax) Exce tions

Braun Northwest, Inc. $241 983.00 Yes

Emergency vehicle group, Inc. $262,965.00 Yes

After careful evaluation of the various proposals, including clarification of exceptions,
staff determined that the proposal submitted by Braun Northwest, Inc. is the more
responsible proposal with the lower cost to City (Attachment 2).
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FISCAL IMPACT

Braun Northwest, Inc.’s proposal for the Rescue Vehicle is detailed in Attachment (3).
An overview of this purchase is as follows:

Vehicle descri tion ost

One (1) new and unused 2013 Freightliner M2 cab & chassis $241,983.00
mounted with a slant-side paramedics body as specified in
Attachment (3)

2014 Chassis Price Increase $711.00

Beverly Hills Options: $12,473.64

Subtotal: $255,167.64

Tax (9%): $22,965.09

Tire Fee: $13.14

Subtotal: $278,145.86

Contingency: $11,916.28

(FOB City of Beverly Hills) Purchase Total: $290,062.14

Funding for this purchase is appropriated from the Fiscal Year 2012-2013 Council-
approved budget:

~~
49 35498502 / Vehicle Replacement $290,062.1485050

I,
Don Rhoads • Mahdi Aluzri
Approved By Approved By
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