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CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
STAFF REPORT

Meeting Date: October 2, 2012

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council

From: Nancy Hunt-Coffey, Assistant Director of Community

Services/City Librarian

Subject: Introduction of Alix Soubiran, artist for the Enchanted Woods
Room in the Children’s Library

Attachments: Articles regarding the work of artist Alix Soubiran

NTRODUCTION

This report introduces Alix Soubiran, the muralist proposed by staff and the Friends of
the Library to paint the walls of the Enchanted Woods Room in the new Children’s
Library.

DISCUSSION

As was mentioned at the last Council meeting, the Friends of the Library and staff have
expressed significant interest in hiring local muralist Alix Soubiran to execute the original
artwork for the Enchanted Woods Room in the Children’s Library. Some articles
describing Ms. Soubiran’s work are attached. If Ms. Soubiran’s work is acceptable to the
Council, the appropriate formal documentation will be brought to the City Council at the
October 23rd meeting.

FISCAL IMPACT

None at this time.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the City Council give direction concerning the hiring of Ms.
Soubiran to complete the murals for the Enchanted Woods Room.
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DESIGN; HOME OF THE TIMES; Paper-licious; A
muralist designs wallpapers that, as hung in her
home, become portals to another time and place.
~ ~. (2’~i ~, Ju: i~ bESIt~: I; c J’A4F t,F T!.4E IflISS; r~er.~er-;kR~us; I
rciisradc: d~s!gn~ wJir.a~sn that, a~ hung !r. ?~e~ i’t.r~~e, teu;rrfe pcr.&s t’;
another Urne arid r4act. u,s MQees Times, ~ 4-E.4. Retrieved fx,n
‘ittp :1/search prquest.com/aocvlew/822383396?accunUd=47391

Abstract (summary)

Inspired by hcr nemodes c.! her native Fnr~ce, those designs have helped to
transtorrri a (nmsha’Jde 1923 duplex in tcs Fe~1z Into the charmlr~g h~rne she
sh&res wltui i~usband Joe Maucerl, a flirn and VI dire’Sor and writer, and their
61/2-rrtzth•ok daughter, Monica Moonshine. Soubirafrs designs are
mat nJcured by the Van Nujs company Astek, whIch produces dlg’tally printed
wW!pape.~t, end by Comrnttrce~based Advanced Screen Graphlrs, which uses the
~ tr~e~itbr~ai screen~prk.tIng process.

Full Text
Mix Soubiran could li’se quite happily wIthout a stick of furniture.

“A chair ran be wonderful, but walIs are what you see all the time,” she says.
“To me, walls that create a story or a rr;ood are the starting po’nt”

fts a r.wn~ist, Sr,uMrer, it atxustorned to ushç1 we.üs es a bl~n!’ car~’ns. f~ut sh~
r~cer~tr~ bsgar. ezp~r!mer~t~r~j iAa ~e’nr~ir~j teti,r,aques, creatin’j a tine or ngh
•er%d w&r,~pers -.&ted ~-rir~ce~ 4~ Crons. tr~snireri t•~ ?mr rnen’or!es of her f~ti ie
rrer~~, tw.~. c’esIg~o hea ?~eipe~ b cransfe,crn ~ ra’f5sh€~ck~c 1923 ‘J14’~/ Ifl

~Lz r:tc, tht r~r rrct:;;çj hc,uIe sK sh&.-ec with ~ic.sr,ar~ci ~i_e ~4a.~cct~, 43 ~JU:
an’J TI d1rs’t’~,r art.d wrlt.jc, area their ‘il/2 .mrj:t~heq,id daughter, Mor~!ca
!‘4t,r4nshlne.

htto:/liearchnoaueatcnmilatini&ndnMewflle?acnminndi.fllQl Of719012
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The dup~ez, when tht couple bought It ~n 2008, nan hoks ~n the ce~i!r!g, w&is
that we~et~’t piurnt~ and a idtchen burder1ed with an ~!i-paced toiler and Ja’.nzzt
!rtertsPse rer .eilng q:~de the ?vsn~~ r,rese~t~b~e aru5 ftcpjj’,na!, t~I’j~~ Ml
eci s-~~gt~ if 4ns~r’:c’i: ~ i:sf4~. ‘.f r.’~n~ja’€ ~ra~~e.’.~t tre ~rt’-1&,~
-~z..rr 5’;r~r~’: 4&:~r’ •~;‘,r;c. ~‘c~ ,&:,~1: cé•’t iIr~ ~ e~ ?~ £tk/ M3~T:t’r

~

tr!’zfr~t ~ fj’,::~ ~‘,f4~ ‘;~.~-•;~prt3-. uIe!:r~Ts,’~.e’. ~, ;~. :.Lc ~r~h’~Ss ~
~“ui~err~ ;jb.~r;t, ‘3~t~~j ~tj ic’fr:~~~rç, a~ri tt.~ArVV~ ve~y.cj I.~,.:.~::c: fls~.T~ j4~tj ?~L.sJ(.$.. ;:;
Ff4j,) teel, ~ a~~•’d &J1jf(1 fv~rtc th’~ ;ii~’~j ~••t~~.(fi, IIjt’r~s t~* vp4fr~ arc ra!r,tet~
vrearn

1 dIdn’t Nant wi~ipaper e’ier/where because the hr~use needs to breath%~
Sr,ubirar~ says.

The dlrdng worn sports Enetented Gipsy, a geometric pattern that. evokes I he
Orient. Printed tin, gold r,aper, the design giows behInd a pair rf sccnces and,
Soubfrar- says, “tias a rind r~f rr’ysterj that melts Into the room.”

The muted biue stripes of French Ikoom set a quiet amblence ;n the master
bedi”x,rn. Soubfran first painted the design on the wails of her previous home in.
Flo“Ida.

‘It ‘uas irifluer,c,ed by the lntedors I’ve read about ir, books iike ‘tiadarn eovary’
and In pnems by Baudeialre,” she says. ‘1 wanted something luminous, soft and
restful.’t

When Soubirari was a ch~id ii. Pads, her parents commissioned a mural depicting
the discovery of the Americas.

“M, svtec arid) asked ~r~e munis’t % put uS In the rnur&, ar.d he did,” she
~3Wfl. “lie nere twr. ~tUe 9!rls fr2d!r~g iw;’fl on !ties~ trqslc& ~hore~, “itt; ~ ~ictlc~
r~,r:freti ‘,e~ee ~

‘/!cits i’;tt hcs gr~rf~fl,cç ~ Frcr~ch ~ucY.’,r Ardr~ £‘~utArar1, a.s’. mad’: ~
!~t!nq ~rr!’,r~ ‘~4c N~ tF:r~ 7:jt4: ‘‘~ar~ rjJ’s.j tf: f:’~jtct ~ Ftr~~!~’ ..~

s~;’s, re~erdr1g ~o ~ 19th ‘:eni~a, tcer~fr: ~~~‘lç,aç~er 2r11.ted wftr ?SoodbV2tks. 4We
wou!d steot peeks at It berdr~d the bocfl he !m’l stacked to tr~s cei!ir~g~ it WaS

magic seeing a~. exterior on the interior.”

9fl12012
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An artist crtatir~g wai!paç~er ~s noth!ng new. Andj tlariol and ,f1iextnder Cakier,
arnorg others, d:c it. But Sour,Iran has the benefit efi modem ‘echrx~iogy: She
~,a~ra’c ‘iesgns r1 I ‘~r:cJ, the’ tt~ns t~Grfl a c’,r,r,~2e.- 3he ~peJ ‘~av’~ec! e2.t

€c’flcs~ ‘.‘i’,rs ~rC V &~ ir. ~!d’~;te:.

~ ;ra~.~.;)F~:tr:)cefo t-~ •tst~ ~ ~‘:~j, ‘tM’J,M:/ 1t’.~t+’, IIfdJ\

c.7r,’Vy..-t ‘~!2!t.a~f lç;”~s.;’J~ t2SI~ tn f..4.c::r:t~.~.c ~css: / ~ip,.s~yx
‘Z’.4.~ 1i’s~~ ~ ?itfrj: ~ h’ ‘t’.r’~ S’~.,r*. i:rtt~ p~r~t~•~~

Tt~~ t~’~ ~ ~et’g~’.j lf’,’;€~., t’ ~~r;ns v’A~cd’4n iS ~x

~I dc;n’t kncm ,iho create~J tivit stupfri rn,’tr~ of ‘Mdj bears ar.c~ bai!oons,” rEt
says3 9 hate nalHng Into a beaut!ful house where the iltUe qlr~’s r’flfl is ~lnk
and ier~ diched.31

Her children’s wadpa~ers are qeaaer-i.eutral far~tasles ~adea w!th details. Sea
Ballet ~s an underwater world teemr%g with coral, eels ~nd jellyfish. Major tory.

a ~1t~rM ~1ng astronaut arnkj vat&lltes and nrs. In Circus Circus, a
~.flitpJe~ rd~r.cj k1x shares the panel ‘iilth a d&r~cir~g poodle ar~c! a jugg!lnç cat.
The #iallpar,en ‘tst $135 or $185 a roil, dependIng or. size.

S’;;jh!r~. h~sr,t abandoned m:jra!s altogether. While r.regnant iast Lummer, she
c’fa~hed v.affoblng to finish oaint~ng a i4apoiennc carnpdign tent or~ the wafts rj
her ‘~at1ghter’s nurser,. Unlike wallpaper, the murai lent Itself to the room’s
peaked celling and derjrtures from the pattern, such as folds In the tent fabric
and a painted cockatoo perched by the window.

What’s net? “I’d ilke to create a big, panoramic wallpaper fri the tradition of
Z’;ber atvl Duftur,~ she says, citing French firms that date back more than two
centuries.

~snt~ the’, £he will fr1!Js ‘A~ A~w patte:r.s ~red ‘sn

sj ~ ~ naLpa~r -hc ‘t,%ts bsous’ I lifre asr?;iteh !qP~ zr~’,~ &:i ~ a.

&s~ JIiij see P.. ~‘s;~t 3 I.’!ii. ~tF~q9! tS ~ iPt:e frfl#~~”/ &‘j/t’.~

homeQdatlmes. corn

ZIIustrajj~n

httI/search.woQuestcom/jadmes/ørjnMewfiJe?accoa~47391 9flfl012
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ARTIST ALIX SOUBIRAN HANGS A NEW PATTERN OF CHIC

BY ELIZABETH KHURI CHANDLER

The Los Feliz aerie of Alix Soubiran is just the ‘kind of place you’d imagine for the whimsical
designer of Princes & Crows wallpaper and decor. A sleepy black rabbit shuffles across the studio’s
hardwood floor; personal paintings of bunnies, floating rams and a mischievous-looking squirrel are
stacked under a suite of paned windows; layers of sloping decks wrap around the home; and narrow
staircases connect the three charmingly mismatched levels.

Trained at Atelier Met de Penninghen as a muralist, the former Parisian began her career in 2000,
decorating the interiors of various celebrity homes and stylish houses in the West Indies, Palm Beach,
France and England. Then, three years ago, something about the reflective light in California and the
distance from her homeland sparked a transition to wallpaper.

“I had something to say that I couldn’t say with murals,” she notes. In her world, scenes of feasts,
fawns and cupids would be verboten; nothing would be classic; her papers would have monikers such
as “Major Tom” and “Sea Ballet.”

The subjects are oversized flowers, deep-sea creatures, animal circus acts and abstract patterns, all in
harmonious hues. “The colors cannot not be overwhelming but still must have character,” she says,
pulling out one of her hand-painted gouaches. “I want my wallpaper to be as if candle smoke were
penetrating the walls,” she remarks about another and gestures to a soothing mixture of butter yellow
and French blue panels, and gold leaves she says could never be called “grandma.”

Once she paints a prototype, her husband—music director and visual artist, Joseph Mauceri—helps
her transform the colors to Pantone with Adobe Photoshop. The designs are then printed on paper,
metallic and vinyl options.

Alix Soubiran

httD://www.ma2azinec.com/?n=4921 Q/7/201 2



On a Roll ~< C Magazine Page 3 of 7

“There is something very primal about art on walls,” she adds. “It’s what the cavemen did, no?” From
$135/roll; ~; IitcesLIjjthIu~! i~CUJji.

[C What’s Hot, One to Watch, April 20111

Bodrum Eyes

Birds & Flowers

httn://www.nia Ua7inecrnrn/9n4921 Q/7flfl1 ‘~
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Epicure
~trij~~ ~r~’nfs i~c.

Luxe travel Fashion - Aulns [~ ~E~ncure Be~

CarlyZinderman View Profile)

Senior Staff Writer JustLuxe

Website: www.justluxe.com

Add me as a Favorite en JustLuxe

WaNpaper Designs and Mura’s by ANx
Soubiran
Posted: Jun. 9th, 2011 Comments 1 Make a Comment

JustLuxe Luxury Hotels LMn~Luxe

Home L~5~.Jit

Aircraft Culture Vehicles Boats Electronics Leisure Real Est~

http://www.justluxe.cornJljfestvle/home-decor/feature-1589315 .ohn 9/7/2012
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Cornmuniiy *

As a muralist and wallpaper designer, Ally Soubirer! creates spaces that eie whimsKai and
nso!rino: full o1 ~macnnaa:on and oo-ic:~, cier 12 veers th~ ~5flS~O’O~T~; beauty has osen

~he wall-s c~ hioh~erfl residences wit her ~rwus-w in London- Paris, MUS~iOU5
C.

C. C. _C —c _~- -,:~— — -

C _CC. — —, ‘-~ —~ 0~ ~ -

caner, w~tn eieoani wallpaper iw~es Ofl ?151 EdtWOrK ~ trOc2, b;oub!re~r~
exu~s~ll*e walipaoer coilc—ctwon callea. “fr~r!r:ces & Crows” and has now added 5; llne ~or children,

Unlike traditional wailoaper makers,
Ally took an arllstic approach. to: her
collection by rainting each design, one
by one, and adding them to the
wall acre. Designs are avellab-le in a

slew of different fabric choices,
;ndlliciinq v~n\/i (which comes in handy

t C ~ ‘ c c

children rresent~.

Airnouoh Soubiran is now an.
Ar:geieno, the native Parisian gets a iot,
ci ceo. rsLlon Porn her n:ative land,
which i-s translated onto the wails of
homes everywhere. On. her blog Marvelous Musings, Soubiran posts photos and thoughts of
her travels and life that serve as her creative stimulation and also includes her sketches and
photos of n:ew 0:: rojects

All papers are printed in Los Angeles w:ith l:ow V:O:C, inks and: in small runs to reduce waste.
Her spec;::5~~ point of view can be seen~ in h:er brand new design:, “Josephine:” To learn: more go
to PrincesAndCrows~com.

Ju rLixe hixury Hutch Livingluxe coLin~x.qfrdn?q~5:& Oov-Js

•1
I

http://www, justluxe,cornJljfestvle/hnme-cjecrir/faatiire- 1 ~RQ1 1 ¶ nhn Q/7/9fl1 9




