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AGENDA REPORT

Meeting Date: August 16, 2011

Item Number: R-4

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council

From: Susan Healy Keene, AICP, Director of Community Development

Subject: AN UNCODIFIED ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF
BEVERLY HILLS EXTENDING THE TERM OF ONE
MEMBER OF THE ARCHITECTURAL COMMISSION
(FRAN COHEN)

Attachments: 1. Ordinance

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the City Council waive full reading of the ordinance entitled “An
Uncodified Ordinance of the City of Beverly Hills Extending the Term of One Member of the
Architectural Commission (Fran Cohen),” read the ordinance by title only and introduce the
ordinance.

INTRODUCTION

As discussed at the City Council’s August 2, 2011 Study Session, the Community Development
Director recommended that Architectural Commissioner Cohen’s term be extended from August
2, 2011 to July 11, 2012 to permit the reduction of the Architectural Commission from seven to
five members while allowing all current members to complete their terms.

DISCUSSION

A management audit of the Community Development Department in 2008 included a
recommendation to merge the City’s two design-related review commissions. This report was
presented to the City Council on November 18, 2008. The recommendation to merge the
commissions was not supported by the City Council; however, there was support for
amendments that would reduce the Architectural Commission’s membership from seven
members to five. This direction was reaffirmed in April 2010 and again on August 2, 2011.
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The recommended approach to reduce the commission by two members would allow all existing
commission members to complete their initial and, if reappointed, second terms, before changes
are implemented to the commission membership. Fran Cohen is the Commission Chair and her
final term expires on August 2, 2011. Two other commissioner’s terms expire on July II, 2012
with no opportunity for reappointment. These individuals are Vice Chair Allen Rennett and
Commissioner Richard Meyer. Commissioner Meyer is the required professional architect,
which is a Code-mandated position on the Commission. To achieve a five-member
commission, staff recommends extending Commissioner Cohen’s term to July 11, 2012 to
match the terms of the two other retiring commissioners. This will result in three positions
vacated simultaneously with two positions permanently vacated through attrition and the third
position to be filled by appointment of a professional architect as mandated by Code.

Implementing the recommendation requires the City Council to adopt an ordinance extending
Commissioner Cohen’s term. An amendment to the municipal code reducing Architectural
Commission membership from seven to five members would be forthcoming.

FISCAL IMPACT

There are costs to the City related to staff time, public notices and materials used to prepare the
subject text amendment but these costs are relatively minor.

Susan Healy Keene, AICP
Director of Community Development

Approved By U J
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ORDiNANCE NO. 11-0-

AN UNCODIFIED ORDiNANCE OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY
HILLS EXTENDING THE TERM OF ONE MEMBER OF THE
ARCHITECTURAL COMMISSION (FRAN COHEN)

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS HEREBY

ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The City Council finds:

1.1 In accordance with the provisions of the Beverly Hills Municipal

Code, the City Council duly appointed Fran Cohen to the Architectural Commission

(“Commission”) on August 3, 2005, to serve an initial term of two (2) years.

1.2 In accordance with the provisions of the Beverly Hills Municipal

Code, the City Council duly reappointed Commissioner Fran Cohen to a second term such that

she would serve an additional four (4) years. Therefore, Commissioner Cohen’s term expires on

August 2, 2011.

1.3 Pursuant to Section 2-2.105(b), Architectural Commissioners who

serve two (2) successive terms are not eligible for reappointment to the Commission, and,

accordingly, Commissioner Cohen may not be reappointed to serve on the Commission.

1.4 The City Council desires to match Commissioner Cohen’s term

expiration with those of two other retiring commissioners. This would permit the future

reduction of the Architectural Commission from seven to five members, while allowing all

current members to complete their terms.

1.5 The City Council duly considered this matter at a noticed public

meeting and finds that it would be in the best interest of the City to extend the term of

Commissioner Cohen on the Commission to July 11, 2012.

Section 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 2-2-105 of the Beverly

Hills Municipal Code, the term of Commissioner Cohen shall be extended to July 11, 2012.

Section 3. To the extent necessary, this Ordinance amends the provisions of

Beverly Hills Municipal Code, Title 2, Chapter 2, Article 1 to allow the City Council to extend
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the term of the Architectural Commissioner designated herein under the circumstances described

in this Ordinance.

Section 4. The City Clerk shall cause this Ordinance to be published at least once in a

newspaper of general circulation published and circulated in the City within fifteen (15) days

after its passage, in accordance with Section 36933 of the Government Code; shall certify to the

adoption of this Ordinance and shall cause this Ordinance and his certification, together with

proof of publication, to be entered in the Book of Ordinances of the Council of this City.

Section 5. This Ordinance shall go into effect and be in full force and effect at

12:01 a.m. on the thirty-first (31st) day after its passage.

Adopted:
Effective:

BARRY BRUCKER
Mayor of the City of
Beverly Hills, California

ATTEST:

___________________ (SEAL)

BYRON POPE
City Clerk

AP EDA FO : APPROVED AS TO CONTENT:

N . I NER JEFFREY KOLIN
City Attorney City Manager

&~d€~ 7~t~
SUSAN HEALY KEENE J
Director of Community Development
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