BEVERL\’

CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
STAFF REPORT

Meeting Date: August 3, 2010

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council

From: Aaron Kunz, Deputy Director of Transportation
Subject: Westside Subway Extension

Attachments: 1. Route Alignment Options

2. Properties Above Tunnels
3. Resolution - Adopted City Position
4. Supplemental Attachments from Metro

INTRODUCTION

In June 2010, as part of the Westside Subway Extension Draft Environmental Impact
Statement/Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIS/DEIR) process, the Los Angeles
County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) held two community meetings in
Beverly Hills. Metro presented three alignment alternatives for tunneling from
Wilshire/Rodeo to Century City that will be included in the DEIS/DEIR. Two of
alternatives would tunne! under commercial and residential properties and the High
School property. Due to resident concerns over these two alternatives, the City Council
requested staff to provide a project update at the August 3, 2010 City Council Study
session and receive public input.

DISCUSSION

The Westside Subway Extension DEIS/DEIR will study route alignment and station
location alternatives for a subway line that would connect with the current terminus of the
Metro Purple Line at Wilshire/Western, as well as a potential connection to the Metro
Red Line at Hollywood/Highland. Metro plans to release the DEIS/DEIR in August with a
45-day public comment period. Public hearings on the DEIS/DEIR, including one at the
Roxbury Park Auditorium, are being scheduled for late September.

No recommendations will be included in the DEIS/DEIR. The Metro Board plans to
select a Subway alignment this fall based on the analysis of the DEIS/DEIR and public
input received. Metro has presented three alignment alternatives for tunneling from
Wilshire/Rodeo to Century City. The options being studied in the DEIS/DEIR include a
route under Wilshire/Santa Monica Boulevards to a station in front of Century City
Shopping Center, which does not impact any residential properties; and two other
alternatives, which would tunnel under commercial and residential properties and the
High School Property to a station on Constellation Boulevard.
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Attachments 1 and 2 provide a preview of alignments under consideration and estimates
of the number of properties above tunnels. Details of the alignments will not be available
until the release of the DEIS/DEIR. Although traditional Subway planning envisioned a
Century City stop on Santa Monica Boulevard, the alternatives to Constellation
Boulevard are being studied in response to public comment at meetings held in Century
City that a Constellation Boulevard stop may generate more ridership than station on
Santa Monica Boulevard. Metro is required to perform a thorough evaluation of all
possible alternatives, including alignments and station locations, in order for the Draft
EIS/EIR to fulfill with state and federal requirements.

Subway Background

Regional and Westside elected officials have entertained various rail proposals to serve
the Westside for decades. Renewed interest in a Westside Subway Extension started
with the “Westside Mobility Study” Commissioned by the Cities of Beverly Hills, Culver
City, Santa Monica and West Hollywood in 2002. The study concluded that
improvements to roadways and the existing transit systems will not solve traffic
congestion problems, nor be sufficient to maintain the economic viability of the Westside.
The Westside Cities endorsed the study conclusions that prioritized two rail projects that
would provide the most benefit to the Westside transportation system: The Exposition
Light Rail project from downtown Los Angeles to Santa Monica and the Westside
Subway Extension.

With Westside elected official support, Metro commenced the planning process for the
Westside Subway Extension in 2006. As a parallel process to Metro’s environmental
process, the City of Beverly Hills City Council, in 2006, appointed an 18-member
Citizen’s Mass Transit Committee to:

Develop recommendations to the City of Beverly Hills City Council
regarding route alignments and station locations for a possible
Westside Subway Extension within Beverly Hills

Over a seven month period, the Committee met 13 times, including meetings with
experts from Metro, City staff, and private industry to gain a comprehensive
understanding of issues relating to the planning, construction and operations of a
subway system. The Committee, consisting of residents from neighborhoods across the
City, developed unanimous recommendations for a Wilshire Boulevard Subway
alignment with stations at La Cienega Boulevard and Beverly/Rodeo Drives.

The Committee “unanimously acknowledged the need and benefits of a Westside
Subway Extension serving the City of Beverly Hills.” Through the process, they met with
noise, vibration, and tunneling experts, reviewed records regarding Metro construction
over the last decade, and studied the potential impacts of tunneling under buildings. The
Committee concluded that the construction and operation of subway stations and
tunnels appeared feasible. While recognizing that alignment decisions are ultimately at
Metro’s discretion, the Committee expressed a preference for an alignment that
- continued under Wilshire and Santa Monica Boulevards, rather than under residential or
commercial buildings.
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City Position

In August 2009, the City Council unanimously endorsed the Mass Transit Committee
recommendations, including support for the project and a preference for tunneling under
Wilshire and Santa Monica Boulevards (Attachment 3). Statements of position received
during the 45-day public comment period must be included in the draft DEIS/DEIR when
presented to the Metro Board. Comments prior to the public comment period will not be
included; therefore, it is important to recognize that any concerns or positions the City
intends to voice should be provided to Metro during the DEIS/DEIR comment period.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the City Council wait until Metro releases the draft DEIS/DEIR
and staff reviews the document among staff disciplines before taking or refining its

position on alignment alternatives.
M David Gustavson

<] Approved By
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RESOLUTION NO. 09-R-12692

RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
BEVERLY HILLS ADOPTING THE CITY OF BEVERLY
HILLS MASS TRANSIT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS
DATED JANUARY 2007 AND SUPPORTING THE
PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION OF
THE WESTSIDE SUBWAY EXTENSION BY THE LOS
ANGELES COUNTY METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION
AUTHORITY

WHEREAS, the City of Beverly Hills City Council created the Mass
Transit Committee (“Committee”) composed of Beverly Hills residents and key
stakeholders in May 2006 to study the traffic and environmental impacts of the future
Westside Subway Extension through the City of Beverly Hills (“City”);

WHEREAS, the Committee was charged with developing
recommendations regarding a route alignment and station locations for the future
Westside Subway Extension; '

WHEREAS, the Committee conducted bi-monthly meetings, participated
in site visits, and reviewed technical industry reports regarding alignment and station
location options for the Westside Subway Extension, and hosted a Town Hall meeting
with the City in November 2006 for public information and input;

WHEREAS, the Beverly Hills City Council received and filed the Mass
Transit Committee Final Report in January 2007, b

WHEREAS, the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation
Authority/Metro (“Metro”) is the lead regional transportation agency for the Westside
Subway Extension project responsible for planning, development, construction and
operation of the subway; '

WHEREAS, Metro facilitated planning meetings with City staff and
conducted community meetings for public outreach to develop the Locally Preferred
Alternative Analysis Report;

WHEREAS, Metro adopted a Locally Preferred Alternative Analysis
Report in January 2009; and

WHEREAS, a partnership between the City of Beverly Hills and Metro
will strengthen the opportunities to promote the construction of the Westside Subway
Extension and seek federal and/or all necessary funding sources.
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NOW, THEREFORE, the Council of the City of Beverly Hills does
hereby resolve as follows:

Section 1. The City supports the Westside Subway Extension to serve
the City of Beverly Hills and advocacy efforts for federal and all other funding sources.

Section 2. The City formally adopts the City Mass Transit Committee
Final Report dated January 2007 including the following recommendations for the
planning, development, construction and operation of the Westside Subway Extension:

(a) The Mass Transit Committee unanimously acknowledged
the need and benefits of a Westside Subway Extension to serve the City of Beverly Hills.

(b)  The Mass Transit Committee unanimously recommended a
Wilshire Boulevard alignment extending west under Wilshire Boulevard from the
existing station at Wilshire Boulevard and Western Avenue in Los Angeles through City
to Century City and beyond, preferably with the alignment at the west end of City
continuing under Wilshire Boulevard and then veering southwest under Santa Monica
Boulevard to Century Boulevard rather than under commercial and residential properties.

(©) The Mass Transit Committee unanimously recommended
two stations within the City, one located at or near Beverly Drive and Wilshire Boulevard
at the west end of the City and the other located at or near La Cienega Boulevard and
Wilshire Boulevard at the east end of the City.

(d)  The Mass Transit Committee unanimously determined that
the recommended station locations appear feasible as to the construction of the stations
and manageable with respect to operations, security and potential disruption during the
construction phase.

Section 3. The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this
Resolution and shall cause this resolution and his certification to be entered in the Book
of Resolutions of the Council of this City. The City Clerk shall also forward a copy of
this Resolution to the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority/Metro.

Tarey Hnene

NANCY KRASNE
Mayor of the City of
Beverly Hills, California

Adopted: August 4, 2009

[Signatures continue]

1154116v1 2



(SEAL)

- b A G :
BYRO\I RE/ Y, ©
City Clezlfzy_ Py E.}./ww-.

,.,..‘,.p "W’—" Y

APPROVED AS TO FORM APPROVE
W R V.7)

LAURENCE S. WIENER DAVID D. GUSTAVSON
City Attorney Director of Public Works &
Transportation
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CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
STAFF REPORT

Meeting Date: August 3, 2010

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council
From: Aaron Kunz, Deputy Director of Transportation
Subject: Westside Subway Extension Attachments

The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) provided the
documents listed below that offer additional information for the Westside Subway
Extension discussion (item #3) for the August 3, 2010 Study Session.

Attachment A:
Ya Mile “Walkability” distance from a Santa Monica Boulevard Station in Century City

Attachment B:
Y2 Mile “Walkability” distance from a Constellation Avenue station in Century City

Attachment C:
Y Mile “Walkability” distance from a Wilshire/Beverly-Rodeo Station

Attachment D:
Tunnel alignment and track depths assuming a “Constellation North” alignment under
Beverly Hills residential area

Attachment E:
Tunnel alignment and track depths assuming a “Constellation North” alignment under
Beverly Hills High School

Attachment F:

Tunnel alignment and track depths assuming a “Constellation North” alignment from
Wilshire Boulevard to Century City

V David Gustavson

i 7 ‘Approved By
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PROPOSED METRO TUNNEL PLAN.:
BEVERLY HILLS HIGH SCHOOL AREA
JULY 27. 2010

DEPTHS INDICATED ARE TO TOP OF RAIL
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