CBH - City Council Study Session - 04/06/2010

CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
STAFF REPORT

Meeting Date:  April 6, 2010
To: Honorable Mayor & City Council

From: Gisele Grable, Community Services Administr.
Community Services Department

Subject: Artlumiere Light Projection at the Beverly Wilshire Hotel from
April 19-25, 2010

Attachments: 1. Letter from Civic Entertainment Group

INTRODUCTION

On behalf of the Beverly Wilshire Hotel, the History Channel and Artlumiere, the Civic
Entertainment Group is providing information regarding a state-of-the-art building light
projection scheduled from April 19-April 25, 2010 at the Beverly Wilshire Hotel.

As part of the History Channel’s new series entitled “America: The Story of US”, the
network has commissioned one-of-a kind light shows to be projected onto historical
buildings during the week of April 19. The series premieres on April 25 and the Beverly
Wilshire Hotel is the only building selected in California. Only two other landmarks in the
United States have been selected: the Grand Central Terminal in New York City and
Union Station in Washington, DC. The Beverly Wilshire Hotel was selected to be
featured in the festival for its historical architecture; its inclusion on the National Register
of Historic Places; and its respected presence in the Beverly Hills community.

DISCUSSION

In preparation for the lighting display, two projectors will be placed on the rooftop of Two
Rodeo on Monday, April 12. The light show will be projected onto the facade of the
Beverly Wilshire Hotel along Wilshire Boulevard (facing the commercial district in order
to avoid residential neighborhood impacts) from dusk until midnight each evening
beginning Monday, April 19 through Sunday, April 25. The light show (which does not
include sound) lasts for approximately 5-7 minutes in length and will repeat throughout
the evening. This lighting projection technology transforms buildings into extraordinary
works of art through the projection of large scale imagery and color. The exact images
being displayed are still in the process of being determined, but they are expected to be
a combination of images from actual historical events.

The Permit Office Staff has reviewed this proposal with the Community Development
staff and they have expressed no concerns as this is not a permanent installation.
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FISCAL IMPACT

The Civic Entertainment Group is aware they are responsible for all permit costs and
fees. In addition, they have provided a Certificate of Insurance naming the City of
Beverly Hills as an additional insured for $2 million general liability.

RECOMMENDATION

Unless the City Council has any questions or concerns, staff will administratively
approve the request and proceed with coordination of all logistical details regarding the
Artlumiere Light Projection at the Beverly Wilshire Hotel on April 19-25, 2010.

Steve Miller N
Approved By
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ATTACHMENT

Civic Entertainment Group

March 18,2010

Benita Miller
Special Events Coordinator, City of Beverly Hills

455 N. Rexford Dr.
Rm. G-10, Ground Floor
Beverly Hills, CA 90210

Dear Benita:

As requested and in preparation for the April 6th Beverly Hills City Council Meeting, please find the
following overview and detailed information on behalf of HISTORY and Artlumiere regarding the
Beverly Wilshire Hotel building light projection April 19t- 25t 2010.

ABOUT:

To support and celebrate the national premiere of History Channel's groundbreaking new series
AMERICA The Story of US, the History Channel has commissioned one-of-a-kind light shows that will be
projected onto historical, landmark buildings the week leading up to the series premiere on April 25,
2010. The AMERICA light show will be projected onto: Grand Central Terminal in New York City,
Union Station in Washington, DC and the Beverly Hills Wilshire Hotel on Beverly Hills, Los Angeles.

The AMERICA light show is a unique way of celebrating our story, the History of the United States, with
the whole country. The 5-7 minute program will featuring great moments throughout American history
as well as images from AMERICA The Story of Us, and will repeat throughout the evening.

AMERICA THE STORY OF US

From acclaimed Emmy Award-winning producer/director Jane Root (Planet Earth), AMERICA is an
unprecedented look at our country - how events, small and large, are intrinsically linked to the taming of
the wilderness, leading us from the frontier to 21st century cities, from the Mississippi to the moon,
from Jamestown to 9/1 | up to present day. AMERICA will move though time and space, linking key
events, people and locations, and capturing the vast sweep of American history.

AMERICA The Story of Us is not a political history, but a story of boundless hope, optimism and the “can-
do” attitude of the people who built our nation.

The Beverly Wilshire Hotel was selected to feature the light festival for a variety of reasons: its stunning
architecture; its placement on the National Register of Historic Places; storied history and significant
presence within the Beverly Hills community; and a light colored stone surface for optimal light
projection. An attraction in its own right, the hotel is perfectly situated to garner attention from

longtime residents and tourists alike.
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HISTORY partnered with Arclumiere (www.artlumiere.net ), who has created a unique art concept
using state-of-the-art lighting projection technology. Buildings are transformed into extraordinary works
of art through the projection of large scale imagery and color. Artlumiere is a fusion of theatre, artistic
programming, theatrical design and lighting to create stunning living light events all over the world.

Please note that Artlumiere is the organization that created a light program for the City of Beverly Hills
in 2003.

AMERICA LIGHT SHOW DETAILS:
Two (2) projectors will be positioned a top 2 Rodeo (on the roof above 208 Rodeo) and will project
directly onto the facade of the Beverly Wilshire Hotel facing Wilshire Boulevard.

Discussions with the Management, Operations and Marketing departments of Two Rodeo and the
Beverly Wilshire Hotel have been ongoing and the planning of the AMERICA Light Festival with each
entity is well underway.

e  Two (2) small projectors will be setup on Monday, April 12 on top of Two Rodeo (208
Restaurant)
e The AMERICA light show will be projected on the fagade of the Beverly Wilshire Hotel from
Monday, April 19t — Sunday, April 25t, 2010
o Light shows will begin at approximately 7:30PM (at dusk) until 12AM Midnight
o The program is 5 — 7 minutes in length and will repeat throughout the evening
e Impact is minimal;
o No cabling, no trucks, no street closures required
o No printed materials or elements requiring disposal or recycling - no trash generation
o All activity takes place on private property (Two Rodeo, Beverly Wilshire Hotel)
o Highly controlled and focused light systems result in no “stray light” or “light pollution”

As with any Special Event Permit, we are aware that we are responsible for all costs relating to the
permit fees, and a certificate of insurance naming the City of Beverly Hills as additional insured has

already been supplied.

Please let me know if you have any questions. We have found great partners in Two Rodeo and the
Beverly Hills Wilshire Hotel, and we are very much looking forward to working with the City of Beverly
Hills on this exciting project!

Kind Regards,

Lindsay Weiss
Civic Entertainment Group
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