CBH - City Council Study Session - 01/12/2010

CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
STAFF REPORT

Meeting Date: January 12, 2010

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council

From: Steven Zoet, Assistant Director, Community Services/ Recreation
and Parks

Subject: Presentation of Gateway Signage Models as Requested by City
Council

Attachments: Estimated Cost of Construction and Fees
Proposed Wilshire Boulevard Median Modifications

INTRODUCTION

At the November 5" 2009 City Council Study Session meeting, a presentation was made
by staff and Steve Smith from the architectural design firm Gruen Associates. The
presentation included concepts and locations for the placement of “gateway” signs
recommended for installation at four prominent points of entry into the City. Direction
was given by City Council to return with three-dimensional models of the proposed
signage to aid Council in assessing how it will look and fit within its surroundings and to
allow a better understanding of overall appearance and scale.

Steve Smith and other representatives from Gruen Associates will be presenting the
models to City Council as requested and will be prepared to address any questions you
may have. A model was not constructed for the Santa Monica Blvd./Doheny Drive
location due to that site not yet being under the full ownership and control of the City.

DISCUSSION

The desire to consider placement of gateway signage and possible accompanying
landscaping at various locations as a way to identify entry into the City has been an
expressed interest of past City Councils. Various City departments have had
involvement with this effort over the years. Due to our responsibilities to maintain the
areas where all signage would likely be placed, the Community Services Department
has most recently taken lead on coordinating efforts to design and install suitable
signage that complements the public’'s image and perception of the City and would blend
well within the identified areas.

As a reminder, the four previously identified intersections or locations intended for

placement include the following:
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1. Wilshire Boulevard and Whittier Avenue

2. Wilshire and San Vicente Boulevards

3. Olympic Boulevard at Beverly Hills High School
4. Santa Monica Boulevard and Doheny Drive

These four sites are all amongst those previously identified as locations of interest and
are supported by staff and the Recreation and Parks Commission, as are their
accompanying designs, for your consideration and direction. In selecting the proposed
sites and designs, staff held public meetings with the Recreation and Parks Commission,
presented the proposed designs and locations to the Traffic and Parking Commission
and also met with representatives from Planning, Traffic Engineering and other City
departments, as well as with liaison members of City Council.

FISCAL IMPACT

Gateway enhancements are a funded project in this year's CIP budget. Funds have
been drawn down to provide professional services rendered thus far. However,
adequate funds remain for purposes of providing further design work and producing
biddable documents. Pending final cost analysis, sufficient funds may also remain for
the construction of signage at a designated site.

RECOMMENDATION

Pending review and approval of the model being presented, staff seeks City Council
direction to proceed with the completion of design and construction documents
necessary to bid the Wilshire Boulevard/Whittier Avenue location. City Council has
previously identified this site as a good “test” location and further supported this site due
to the probability that the project could be constructed within the current fiscal year with
remaining project funds. More accurate construction cost estimates will be an outcome
of the construction drawing process. Staff will be prepared to bring forth final design
documents upon their completion and request City Council approval to bid the project at
a future date pending the architects final cost estimates and the balance of funds that
are available to be committed.

Staff would like to note that the attached cost estimates for all sites, inclusive of the
recommended location, is what was provided you this past November. Gruen
Associates believes the cost estimates remain fairly accurate due to no significant
changes within the current economic climate that would require revision. However, in
discussion with City Council and City staff, a recommendation to enhance the initial
design of the test site to include a median extension for enhanced traffic flow and
general safety at the site is recommended. An attachment provides a visual depiction of
what is being proposed. Mr. Smith will have revised cost estimates available for City
Council review at your meeting as relates to these changes. Staff continues to believe
that adequate funds remain within the original project cost allocation to complete the
design and construction of the site.

Staff anticipates providing City Council with a recommended schedule for the
construction of the remaining sites as part of the 2010/11 budget presentation process
and is desirous of planning for the completion of all remaining sites within the five year
CIP planning schedule.

Steve Miller <~ —~——
Approved By
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