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CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
STAFF REPORT

Meeting Date: October 6, 2009

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council
From: Brad Meyerowitz, Recreation Services Manager F”/ ﬁ{f\
Subject: Possible Relocation of Erratic Sculpture

Attachments:  Maps of Previously Approved Public Art Placement Locations

INTRODUCTION

At the request of the Mayor to consider the possible relocation of the City's most recently
purchased public art, Erratic, staff have prepared the following information for City Council’s
consideration. Roxy Paine’s Erratic was installed in Beverly Gardens Park on September 12,
2009. The piece was placed on the block between Crescent and Rexford Drives. The dedication
and reception for the sculpture will be held on Wednesday, October 7 at 5:30pm in Beverly
Gardens Park.

DISCUSSION

The current location of Erratic was selected for several reasons. The piece is best exhibited in a
park setting, as it was while on previous exhibit in Madison Square Park in New York and
Prospect Park in Brooklyn. The location was also selected due to the volume of vehicular traffic
along Santa Monica Blvd. which guaranteed a high level of exposure. In addition, the proximity
to the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts also played a role in selecting the site. In
its current location, Erratic is exposed to direct sunlight for a good portion of the day. The heat
retention of the sculpture is greater then what was anticipated. Possible options to remedy this
concern are to:

1. Relocate the sculpture to a more suitable, shaded environment within Beverly
Gardens,

2. Relocate the sculpture to an alternative site such as the Burton Way median,

3. Consider the installation of a planter bed and low complementary fencing around
the sculpture to serve as a deterrent and physical separation from human
contact,

4. Aliernative options as desired by City Council
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In regards to relocating the piece, there are designated sites that have been pre-approved by
both the Recreation and Parks and Fine Art Commissions. In addition to park venues, including
alternafive locations within Beverly Gardens and further east than its present location, Burton
Way median was also recommended and approved as a potential location to install public art.
Although locations within this median would not afford a shaded environment, it should be noted
that this is not a pedestrian thoroughfare like Beverly Gardens and as such does not lend itself
fo human interaction. Additionally, Burton Way affords very good visibility due to high vehicular
traffic like Santa Monica Boulevard adjacent to Beverly Gardens. Maps displaying pre-approved
sites are attached for your review.

If the Council gives direction to staff to relocate the sculpture, the Fine Art Commission will
discuss the matter at their October 15, 2009 Regular meeting. Any sites recommended by the
Fine Art Commission will be shared with the Recreation and Parks Commission at their October
26' 2009 meeting and, upon their endorsement, will be brought before the City Council for formal
approval in November.

FISCAL IMPACT

Based on recently incurred expenses, relocating the sculpture would cost approximately $9,500.
L.A. Packing, Crating and Transport, which oversaw the delivery and instailation of Erratic,
would be used to relocate the piece. Their fees would include the rental of a flatbed truck, crane,
and personnel. Other fees incurred would be fo cover the expense of having a representative
from the James Cohan Gallery in New York come out and de-install the piece from its current
location. The Gallery representative would need to weld hoisting rings directly on the sculpture
prior to moving the piece. The rings are used to hold the straps that are attached to the crane.
For liability reasons and to prevent potential damage to the piece, staff does not recommend
assigning this responsibility to anyone other than a representative of the Gallery. Once the
piece is in place, the representative would remove the rings and polish the piece. The estimated
costs for having an authorized representative travel to Beverly Hilis and to do the de-installation
and installation work is approximately $2,500.

Sufficient monies are currently available within the Fine Art Fund, which has a balance of
$514,611, to cover these estimated expenses.

RECOMMENDATION

The Fine Art Commission and staff seek direction from City Council regarding the possible
relocation of Roxy Paine's “Erratic”.

Steve Miller &~ ——
Approved By
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