CBH - City Council Study Session 05/13/2669

CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
STAFF REPORT

Meeting Date: May 13, 2009

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council

From: Brad Meyerowitz, Recreation Services Manager WO

Subiject: Beverly Canon Gardens - Proposed Wedding and Commitment
Ceremony Permit Fees

Attachments:

INTRODUCTION

At the April 21, 2009 Study Session, City Council requested staff to provide additional
information on proposed fees for Wedding and Commitment Ceremonies in Beverly
Canon Gardens. Staff has researched fees that are currently being charged at outdoor
venues in the greater Los Angeles area.

DISCUSSION

As discussed at the April 21 Council meeting, due to the limited number of permits
issued and the uniqueness of the venue, permit fees for Wedding and Commitment
Ceremonies in Beverly Canon Gardens are recommended to be higher than those
currently charged for use of Greystone Estate. It was recommended that the fee for a
four hour block of time in the Gardens be $3,500 for a Beverly Hills resident or business.
A like ceremony at Greystone costs $1,862. Non-residents would be charged $4,375 for
a Gardens ceremony. After reviewing the fees charged by privately and publically
operated outdoor venues, staff still recommends a $3,500 fee for a four hour block of
time.

The venues contacted included:

U.C.L.A. Faculty Center (State of California)
George C. Page Museum (L.A. County)
Occidental College (Private)

Adamson House, Malibu (State of California)

For purposes of fee comparisons, staff sought to include facilities that offer a
comparable environment, capacity, site amenities and related matters to those found at
Greystone. These facilities, although perhaps not commonly known or recognizable, are

easily found when querying Internet sites that are utilized to locate area wedding
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venues. It should be noted that 2 of the venues {(George C. Page Museum and
Occidental College) allow stand-alone ceremonies. U.C.L.A. and the Adamson House
require that patrons have a reception with the ceremony. In terms of services and
amenities provided by the respective venues, only the Page Museum does not provide
chairs. Each venue does provide bride and groom dressing rooms. Beverly Canon
Gardens does not have any facilities for wedding parties. Fees charged by the
ceremony-only venues range from $1,000 and up (Occidental College) to $3,000 and up
(George C. Page Museum). The usage fee for the Adamson House is $6,500; catering
and rentals are extra. Wedding packages at the U.C.L.A. Faculty Center start at
$48/person. It is important to note that all of the locations listed offer venues that are
private; there is no public access to the area of the ceremony. Beverly Canon Gardens
will remain open to the public during the four hour block of time.

The Recreation and Parks Commission, at their April 28 regular meeting, reconfirmed
their recommendation of the proposed permit fee of $3,500 for Beverly Hills residents
and businesses for City Council to consider.

FISCAL IMPACT

There will not be any expenses incurred due to the establishment of the Permit Fees.
Based on the issuance of 10 Beverly Hills resident and business permits at the proposed
fee of $3,500, revenue collected is anticipated to be $35,000.

RECOMMENDATION

The Recreation and Parks Commission and staff unanimously endorse the
recommended Wedding and Commitment Ceremony Permit fees. Staff looks to City

Council for direction on this matter.
Steve Miller 67/

Approved By * O
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