CBH - City Council Study Session 12/02/2008

CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
STAFF REPORT

Meeting Date: December 2, 2008

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council

From: Aaron Kunz, Deputy Director of Transportation
Subject: Parking Permits at Roxbury Park
Attachments: 1. Map

INTRODUCTION

This report responds to a request from School Board Member Nooshin Meshkaty and
Beverly Hills High School (BHHS) Assistant Principal Rick Barclay to reinstate a
preferential parking program for BHHS students fo utilize the meters adjacent to Roxbury
Park. The City Council reviewed this request at the November 18, 2008 meeting and
requested additional information regarding BHHS parking.

DISCUSSION

Prior to construction of the Science and Technology Center (STC), BHHS had 470
parking spaces. The construction of STC resulted in a loss of 150 parking spaces for a
current totai of 320 spaces.

Due to the temporary loss of an additional 60 spaces during the demolition of the
Science and Business Education buildings, City Council passed a resolution on
February 5, 2008 designating a temporary permit zone at 50 meters adjacent to Roxbury
Park. With the permit zone, students could purchase permits valid Monday - Friday,
8:00 am to 4:00 pm. The permits were valid from February 11, 2008 through Friday,
June 20, 2008 at a cost of $190. The cost of the permit represented the $0.25 per hour
cost of parking at the meters for eight hours per day, Monday through Friday. For
students who purchased permits after February 11, 2008, the cost was prorated
accordingly.

Staff determined that the City could provide student permits pursuant to Section 22507
{b) of the California Vehicle Code, which grants cities authority to provide a preferential
parking program for members of designated groups as long as the City determined that
“the use of permits will not adversely affect parking conditions for residents and
merchants in the area.” Parking surveys showed that sufficient parking was available to
accommodate 35 — 50 cars without an adverse affect on parking conditions in the area.

During the term of the temporary parking zone, which expired on June 20, 2008, three
students purchased permits. The 60 spaces removed during the demolition of the
Science and Business Education buildings were restored at the end of the 2008/2888e 20 of 41
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school year. At the beginning of the 2009/2010 school year, staff Superintendent Kari
McVeigh asked City staff about reinstituting the program, but determined that it should
not be pursued.

At this time, there is no current or approved construction at BHHS that impacts the
number of parking spaces. Currently, parking permits are only issued to Seniors who
live more than one mile away, and there is a waiting list of 70. Assistant Principal
Barclay is interested in the program to address fruancy of students ieaving campus to
“feed” the meters. He noted that by starting the program in February, students had
already found alternative parking. He also noted that starting the program at the
beginning of the school year or in January may increase the use of the permits.

In light of recent requests to reinstitute the program, staff seeks direction from the City
Council. If the City Council wishes staff to proceed with developing a program, staff
would return in December with a resolution to establish the program.

if the City Council is interested in pursuing this program, staff would recommend a
limited program of ten permits or less at the same rate as the annual BHHS permit of
$150 for a half year. As sufficient parking spaces are available in the area, ten permits
would have a negligible effect on meter revenue. Alternatively, the City Council could
set the fee based on last year's parking meter rate of $0.25 ($230 from January through
June) or the current rate of $0.50 ($460 from January through June).

FISCAL IMPACT

A program of ten permits based on the BHHS permit fee would generate $2500 annually
with negligible loss of meter revenue.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff seeks direction on reinstating a preferential permit parking zone at Roxbury Park
for use by BHHS students.

M David Gustavson
/ Approved By
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