CBH - City Council Study Session 11/18/2008

CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
STAFF REPORT

Meeting Date: November 18, 2008

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council
From: Byron Pope, CMC
City Clerk
Subject: Fine Art Commission Interview Panel Report
INTRODUCTION

The Fine Art Commission Interview Panel composed of Counciimember Linda J.
Briskman, Councilmember Nancy Krasne and Fine Art Commission Chair Brooke Kanter
and Vice-Chair Mark Leonard met on Wednesday, October 29, 2008. The panel
interviewed four candidates for one upcoming vacancy on the Commission. A telephone
interview was conducted with a fifth candidate on Thursday, October 30, 2008.

DISCUSSION

After discussion and careful review, it was the consensus of the Panel to recommend
Sandra Pressman for appointment. The Panel recommends Ms. Pressman fill the
position of Fine Art Commissioner Susan Gersh in December 2008. During the interview
process, Vice-Chair Mark Leonard mentioned his upcoming resignation effective after
the January 2009 Fine Art Commission meeting. He has subsequently provided a letter
of resignation (see attached). Since the Interview Panel received the minimum required
candidates for two positions, they also recommend appointing Brenda Potter to replace
Mark Leonard in January 2009, and that Ms. Potter attend all Fine Art Commission
meetings leading up to her appointment.

RECOMMENDATION

The Fine Art Commission Interview Panel recommends that the City Council appoint
Sandra Pressman and Brenda Potter to the Fine Art Commission. With the concurrence
of the Council, a formal report will be prepared for adoption at the December 2, 2008
Formal City Council meeting.

In addition, the Panel requests that the remaining candidates be thanked and advised
that they each gave thoughiful and compelling answers to the questions posed by the
Panel. The City is fortunate to have such a strong applicant pool and the applicants are
encouraged to re-apply and aftend as many future Fine Art Commission meetings as
possible. In addition, those applicanis who have not participated in Team Beverly Hills

are urged to do so.
Byron Pope%
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RECEIVED
CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
8601 Wilshire Boulevard

Number 704 HiE MOV 10 P 550
Beverly Hills, California 90211 ITY CLERK'S OFFICE

November 6, 2008

Mr. Brad Meyerowitz

Recreation Services Manager
Community Services Department

City of Beverly Hills

444 North Rexford Drive

Beverly Hills, California 90210-4817

Dear Brad,

As discussed in our conversation earlier today, | am submitting my resignation as
a Commissioner on the Fine Arts Comimission, to become effective following the
regularly scheduled meeting of the Fine Arts Commission in January of 2009.

It has been a genuine pleasure - and privilege - o serve on the Commission.
Sincercly yours,

o (.

Mark Leonard
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