CBH - City Council Study Session - 09/02/2008

CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
STAFF REPORT

Meeting Date:  September 2, 2008

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council
From: Robin Chancellor, Director of Communications
Subject: National Preparedness Month

Attachments: None

INTRODUCTION

National Preparedness Month is a nationwide campaign held each September to
encourage Americans to take simple steps to prepare for emergencies in their
homes, businesses and schools. Throughout September, the City of Beverly Hills
will focus on the importance of emergency preparedness and promote disaster
mitigation throughout the community. With emergency preparedness being a
high priority of the City Council and building upon previous years efforts, a variety
of oufreach activities designed fo reach all segments of the community are
planned for September.

DISCUSSION

“Creating a Culture of Preparedness” is the overriding theme for all of the City's
emergency outreach initiatives. The goal is to raise public awareness and inspire
a “call to action” by community members to take the necessary steps to protect
the life, property and safety of themselves, family members, neighbors and co-
workers. Planning and preparing before a disaster occurs can greatly reduce the
devastating impact of a large scale event as well as the rate of recovery from the
incident. This includes being self-sufficient for 5-7 days as a major disaster
could overwhelm emergency and city service resources, delaying attention to
those in need for several days.

To get these important messages out to the community, a series of educational
information and activities are being offered throughout the month as follows:
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e “Make A Kit. Make A Plan. Be Informed.” banners displayed on City
streets, at City facilities and Beverly Hills public schools

o Postcards mailed to all Beverly Hills residents
¢ Children’s emergency preparedness themed book display at the Library

o Public service announcement to air on the City’s cable channel and
website

e Radio messages delivered by Health and Safety Commissioners on the
City’s 1500 AM station

¢ Information on City website
o Press release to local press
¢ Article in the City newsletter
e Showcase Beverly Hills Topic

e Beverly Hills Forum featured speaker—Dr. Lucy Jones, renowned
seismologist and chief scientist for the U.S. Geological Survey—
September 15 at 7:30 pm in the Council Chambers

e Information booth at Farmers Market—September 21%', 9am — 1pm

o Information booth at Senior Health Fair—September 22" ,10am — 2pm at
Roxbury Park

o Emergency Preparedness Business Symposium—September 22" 8am -
10am in the Municipal Gallery

o Emergency Preparedness Information Packet for Businesses
+ C.E.R.T. Training

FISCAL IMPACT

Funding associated with implementing the above mentioned outreach measures
have been budgeted and are available. Printing and mailing costs for the
postcard mailer are covered through grant funding provided by the Urban Area
Security Initiative (UASI) to the Westside cities (Beverly Hills, Culver City, Santa
Monica and West Hollywood) for emergency preparedness outreach.

Robin Chancellor &<

Approved By
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