CBH - City Council Study Session - 02/05/2008

CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
STAFF REPORT

Meeting Date: February 5, 2008

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council
From: Vincent P. Bertoni, AICP

Director of Community Development
Subject: Update on 257 North Canon Drive

Attachments: N/A

INTRODUCTION

In response to a request by the City Council, staff is providing an update of the proposed
project(s) at the property located at 257 North Canon Drive, immediately adjacent fo the
Montage, City Gardens and the Garden Building.

BACKGROUND/STATUS

On December 14, 2004, the Planning Commission adopted Resolution No. 1357, which
conditionally approved a Development Plan Review for a proposed 45,000 square foot,
three-story medical office/retail commercial building with subterranean parking for 208
cars, known formerly as the Cirrus Project. The property, with the entitiements, was
subsequently sold by the Cirrus Group to Canon 257, LLC.

A time extension request was filed by the new owners on April 23, 2007, prior to the 36
month expiration date of December 14, 2007 for the Development Plan Review
approvals. The applicant’s rationale for applying for a time extension for the previously
entitled project with medical uses is that they are pursuing a new project, without
medical uses, and more time is necessary to process the new plans and obtain
entittements on the proposed new project. However, reportedly without an active
entitlement on the project site, the applicant would lose their financing and subsequent
ability to pursue the new project.

The Applicant submitted plans for conceptual review in June of 2007 for a new mixed
use building with retail, commercial and live/work lofts. As proposed the building was to
be a total of 64 feet in height, four stories plus mezzanine and 62,650 square feet. The
proposal would require a General Plan and code amendment for increased FAR, height
and residential uses within the C-3 zone. Following the completion of the initial
interdepartmental concept review, the Applicant filed formal plans and an application for
a Development Plan Review, General Plan Amendment, and code amendmentp%rbe 48 of 50
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October 9, 2007. A project preview of the proposed new project was presented to the
Planning Commission at the Study Session meeting of October 11, 2007,

The Time Extension request went before the Planning Commission at a public hearing
held on October 25, 2007. After discussion, the Planning Commission adopted a
resolution approving a one-year time extension for the original medical office/retail
project. With the one year extension, the project rights will expire on December 14,
2008, unless the Applicant files for an additional one-year time extension.

The Applicant’s subsequently decided to revise the proposed new retail/commercial
project and take the residential live/work component out of the project but maintain the
request for additional height and density. The project is currently deemed incomplete
while waiting for revised plans and revised traffic report. In addition, the Applicants have
hired the Architect Phillipe Starck to work on the proposed design. Staff met recently
with the project team and they are anticipating that they will be submitting the revised
pians and traffic report in the beginning of February, 2008.

AN Vincent P. Bertoni
e Approved By
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