AGENDA REPORT

Meeting Date: January 29, 2008

Item Number: F-3

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council

From: Laurence S. Wiener, City Attorney

Subject: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS ADJUSTING

THE TIME FOR REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL
AND AMENDING THE BEVERLY HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE

Aftachments: Ordinances

RECOMMENDATION
it is recommended that the City Council infroduce the proposed ordinance.

INTRODUCTION

Pursuant to City Council direction at its last meeting, this ordinance will adjust the time
for City Council meetings so that the meetings start one half hour earlier. Thus, the
evening meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m. and the afternoon meeting will begin at 2:30 p.m.

DISCUSSION

At its most recent meeting, the City Council directed that its regular meetings begin one-
half earlier in order to encourage public participation by making the meeting times more
convenient to the public, This ordinance will implement that direction.

In addition to adjusting the time of the City Council’s regular meetings, staff recommends
that the name of the afternoon meeting be changed from "informal meeting” to "study
session.” Although both terms are commonly used in the community to refer to the
afternoon meeting, the more common term is "study session.” Furthermore, the term
“informal meeting" appears to imply that the regular procedures for a meeting need not
be followed. In fact, however, the Brown Act applies equally to both the afternoon and
the evening meetings.
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Also, the Municipal Code currently provides that "At any... informal meeting the council
shall not take any formal or binding action upon any formal motion, resolution,
ordinance, or other action required by law to be taken by the council.”

The origin of this language is unclear. The language may be from a time when
"informal" meetings were not conducted in the same manner as regular meetings and
therefore action could not be taken. However, foday, the Council often provides
direction at a study session, which can take the form of a motion, or even a resolution.
Therefore, staff is also recommending deleting the above language and replacing that
language with the following: "The study session shall be a regular meeting of the City
Council for all purposes." This language will make clear that the study session must be
conducted in accordance with the Brown Act and will not limit the actions that the City
Council may take at the study session. Nevertheless, staff infends to continue to limit
the study session to items that have been traditionally presented to the City Council
during the afternoon meeting.

FISCAL IMPACT

There will be no fiscal impact.

Laurence S.

Approted By
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ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
ADJUSTING THE TIME FOR REGULAR MEETINGS
OF THE CITY COUNCIL AND AMENDING THE
BEVERLY HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS HEREBY

ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 2-1-1 of Chapter 1 of Title 2 of the Beverly Hills

Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows:

“2-1-1: MEETINGS:

A.

Formal Meetings: The council shall hold formal meetings in the council chamber
of the city hall on the first and third Tuesday of each month at seven (7:00) p.m.
and on such other days, at such other times, and at such other places as may be
designated in an order for a special meeting. When the day for any formal
meeting of the council falls on a legal holiday, the meeting shall not be held on
such holiday but shall be held at the same hour on the next succeeding Tuesday
thereafter.

Study Sessions: The council shall hold study sessions in the council chamber of
the city hall, 455 North Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills, California, on the first and
third Tuesday of each month at two-thirty (2:30) p.m. and on such other days, at
such other times, and at such other places as may be designated in an order for a
special meeting. When the day for any study session of the council falls on a legal
holiday, the meeting shall not be held on such holiday but shall be held at the
same hour on the next succeeding Tuesday thereafter. The study session shall be a
regular meeting of the City Council for all purposes.”
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Section 2. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall go into effect and be in full

force and effect at 12:01 a.m. on the thirty-first (31st) day after its passage.

Adopted:
Effective:

ATTEST:

BYRON POPE
City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

LAURENCE S. WIFNER
City Attorney
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JIMMY DELSHAD
Mayor of the City of Beverly Hills,
Califorma

(SEAL)

APPROVED AS TO CONTENT:

RODERICK J. WOOD
City Manager



