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2 ENSO Update 

Drought Monitor 
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% of normal rain since Oct. 1st  
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Weak La Niña 
is likely this winter 
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Cooler water across the Central Pacific  - latest 3.4 Region reading is -0.7°C 

Sea Surface Temperature Anomaly 
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El Niño Southern Oscillation 
Predictions 

Fall Spring 
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Typical La Niña Impacts 
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Downtown Los Angeles 
Rainfall by ENSO-Type 

La Niña Neutral El Niño 

About 72 percent of weak to moderate La Nina’s have been 
drier than normal 
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 EVEN DURING A DROUGHT - It only takes one intense 
downpour to rapidly create mud and debris flows near 
recent burn areas.  

  
 A series of storms with thunderstorms typically brings a 

higher threat of flooding to southern California 
 Typically associated with an Atmospheric River - a.k.a., 

Pineapple Express 
 

 A La Niña could be wet, but the odds favor below 
normal rainfall totals for southern CA this winter 
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