
associated ~ ith the site, including guest facilities, public spaces. service buildings, and
recreational features.

While there have been numerous alterations to the main structure and to the bungalows, most of
these changes have not radically or substantially impaired the overall integrity of the site.
Several of the alterations made under Courtwright’s tenure, including the Paul Williams
designed Crescent Wing, Fountain Coffee Shop, Polo Lounge, Porte Cochere, and use of banana
leaf wallpaper are changes that have assumed significance in their own right. Any and all of
these changes, however, are outweighed by the integrity of the property’s overall design and the
property’s potent evocation of the Hotel’s role, and legacy, as one of the cornerstones in the
history of Beverly Hills.

Architectural Description
The Beverly Hills Hotel, a 3-4 story Mission Revival style building located north of Sunset
Boulevard at Crescent Drive on a heavily landscaped knoll, was built in two phases. The first
and primary portion of the structure is a T shaped building set perpendicular to Sunset Boulevard
with the longer end facing east. The main building has pink exterior stucco walls, a tiled hipped
roof with gabled dormers and mission-shaped roof parapet wall elements, arched shaped
esplanades terminating each wing and accentuating the north and south elevations, and three bell
towers at the intersection of the main hotel building’s original three wings. The Hotel’s
entrance, at the intersection of the three original wings has an arcaded entryway and flat roof
porte cochere. In 1949, a new four-story wing was added to the east end of the original building
and the T shape of the main building became an oddly shaped H. The new wing, known as the
Crescent Wing, was designed in the International Style by Paul R. Williams and is of concrete
construction with a flat roof and smooth stucco exterior walls. The rectangular shaped wing also
features cantilevered balconies with wrought iron railings and large sliding glass doors; metal
frame sliding, fixed, and tripartite casement windows; and an enclosed stair well that has the
signature “The Beverly Hills Hotel” in large period script font on its south facing wall. In

~ addition to the main building the hotel grounds contain a dozen or so guest bungalows, service
structures, arcades, walkways and driveways, and various recreation facilities (i.e. pool, tennis

~ courts, etc.).
I

~ Significance Statement
~ Pursuant to the City of Beverly Hills Historic Preservation Ordinance (Title 10 Chapter 3 Article
~ 32; BHMC 10-3-32), the Beverly Hills Hotel appears to satisfy the necessary requirements for
~ local landmark designation. The Property meets the City’s requirements for local historic
~ landmark designation by the following: 1) the Hotel is identified with important events in the
~ main currents of local history and also manifests significant contributions to the broad social,
~ political, cultural, economic, recreational, and architectural history of the City; 2) the Hotel
~ embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period or method of construction; 3) the
~ Hotel represents a notable work of two master architects; and 4) the Hotel has been formally
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determined eligible by the National Park Service for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places and is also listed on the California Register of Historical Resources. The Property also
retains sufficient integrity from its Period of Significance (1912-1954) and has exceptional
significant architectural value to the community.

More specifically to meeting the Citys requirements. the hotel property appears eligible under
criterion A. I, for it exceptional contributions as both a hotel and entertainment venue to the
social life of the City and southern California region during the first halfol the twentieth century
It also appears eligible for local listing under criterion A.3. for its architectural design. which
embodies the distinctive characteristics of a particular property type, a large luxury hotel; and
under criterion A.4, since the property represents the work of important creative indi~iduals who
are recognized master architects, Elmer Grey and Paul R. Williams.

Under criterion A. 1. the property contributed significantly to the social life locally and regionally
as a world-class urban hotel in a remarkable landscaped setting. and as the location for a number
of conrnrnnity e~ ents and gatherings. It served as the frequent residence of movie stars. roy alty,
and elected officials. In particular. the famous Polo Lounge was a popular watering hole and
social gathering spot where the much of the social life of the region was celebrated and its name
was, and continues to be. synonymous with the glamour and mystique of Be~erIy Hill and the
celebrity scene.

Under criterion A.3, the property is significant as one of the few remaining examples of a large-
scale luxury hotel complex initially designed as a destination resort to attract tourism to the
Southland and promote its legendary qualities of abundant sunshine, good health, and endless
opportunity. As a complex of buildings, structures, landscape. waLkways, and recreational
amenities, the property embodies the physical characteristics of this ethereal ideal. Collecti~ely.
the extant improvements represent a ~aried range of early twentieth century planning and
architectural concepts. The gracious site design, landscape. buildings and structures. and
auxiliary features form one of the most comprehensive. relatkely unaltered large-scale luxury
hotel properties in the region.

In addition, under criterion A.4, the two principal architects of the property, Elmer Grey and Paul ~
R. Williams, represent the top echelon of the architectural community in Los Angeles during
their respecti~e periods of active practice. The Beverly 1-lills 1-lotel reflects the collective work
of both architects, in his own respecti~e period and style. ranging from Elmer Grey’s hybrid
Mission Revival designed hotel and bungalows to William’s mid-century Modern multi-story
wing, porte cochere. and coffee shop of the 1940s. The resulting complex is a remarkable
cumulative achic~ement, which is highly representati~e of architectural design from 1912 until
the late I 940s.

The Hotel further satisfies subsection 10-3-3212 A. 6, in that it’ is listed or has been formally
detenriined eligible by the National Park Ser~ ice for listing on the National Register of Historic

-J
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Places because the Hotel has been formally determined eligible for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places by the National Park Sen ice

The Hotel also meets the requirements of subsection 10-3-3212 B, which requires that: “The
property retains integrity from its period of significance. The proposed landmark retains integrity
of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, and association This Criterion 15 met
since collectively those structures on the site that date from the property’s period of significance
(1912-1954) are able to cons ey its historical significance in terms of its design, workmanship,
location, materials, setting, feeling, and association.

Finally, the Hotel meets the requirements of subsection 10-3-3212 C, which requires that: “The
property has historic value. The proposed landmark is of significant architectural value to the
community, beyond its simple market value, and its designation as a landmark is reasonable,
appropriate, and necessary to promote, protect, and flirther the goals and purposes of this article.”
This criterion is satisfied since the Hotel is one of the oldest and most intact resort hotel facilities
in the community and southern California. During its period of significance and continuing
through the present day the Hotel has catered to the elite of the region and the nation which is
demonstrated in it physical presence and historical lore.

The Beverly Hills Hotel is listed in the California Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) historic
resources inventory as eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (National
Register). Formally determined eligible for National Register listing by the Federal
Communication Commission (FCC) in 2001, the property was assessed for historical
significance pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. At that
time, the property was given an OHP status code of 2S2 AC, which identifies the Hotel as
eligible for National Register listing at the local level under National Register criterion A
(historical associations) and National Register criterion C (architecture master architect). The
property was also assessed under two different local historical resources surveys (1986, 1992)
and was found to be National Register eligible in both instances. An OHP status code rating of
3S (eligible for indi~ idual listing on the National Register) was assigned to the property upon
conclusion of those two surveys.

Conclusion
As described in the Significance Statement above, the Beverly Hills Hotel meets the City’s
criteria for designation as a local Landmark as required in the City’s Historic Preservation
Ordinance (BHMC Section 10-3-32 12). The Hotel satisfies the requirement of subsection 10-3-
3212 A. 1, in that the property “is identified with important events in the main currents of
national, state, or local history. or directly exemplifies or manifests significant contributions to
the broad social, political, cultural, economic, recreational, or architectural history of the nation,
state, city, or community.” The Hotel also satisfies the requirements of subsection 10-3-32 12 A
3, in that it “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of
construction” because of the Hotel’s architectural design, which embodies the distinctive
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characteristics of a large luxur) hotel designed in the Spanish Colonial Re~ i~ al idiom with
additions and modifications made in the I 940s that reflect the tropical aspects of the
International st>le. The Hotel also meets the requirements of subsection 10-3-3212 A. 4, since it
physicall) represents the work of master architects Elmer Grey and Paul R. Williams. Grey
designed the initial Spanish Colonial Re~ivaI hotel in 1912. ~hile Williams designed the large.
multi-story wing adjacent Crescent Dri~e and made a number of monumental changes to the
Hotel in the l940s, including the porte cochere. Polo [ounge. Fountain Coffee Shop, lobb3 space
and hotel core. The Hotel fi.trther satisfies subsection 10-3-32 12 A. 6. in that it ~is listed or has
been formally determined eligible by the National Park Service for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places”. The Hotel also meets the requirements of subsection 10-3-3212 B.
which requires that: “The propert) retains integrity from its period of significance, and the Hotel
meets the requirements of subsection 10-3-32 12 C. which requires that: “The property has
historic value.~’
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FI?st TOURIST HOTEL FOR BEVERLY HIlLS.
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Los Angeles Times (1886-1922); Nov 8, 1914;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1881-1988)
pgVll . —

FACILITIES TO
BE ENLARGED.

BUNGALOWS .~ND TEA flOUSE BE
1NG BUI1I~ AT BEVERLY

HflJaS HOTEL.

los Angeles Times (I 923-~’wreni File,), Aug 21, 1949
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Time (1
pg. El

NEW BEVERLY HOTEL
WING BEING BUILT

$1.~5OO,000 Structure Is One of Largest
Such Projects in West During Last 20 Years

Construction of a new ultramodern four•story wing for
the Beverly Hills Hotel is well along. It is a $1,500,000
project, another step in the continuous Improvement pro.
gram carried on for the hotel which long has been a notable
landmark In Southern California. Already $1,500,000 has
been spent in modernizing the existent hotel of 210 rooms W

and ~ bungalows.
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Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps
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