
City of Beverly Hills
Planning Division

455 N. Rexford Drive Beverly Hills, CA 90210
TEL. (310) 458-1141 FAX. (310) 858-5966

Architectural Commission Report

Meeting Date: Wednesday, April 18, 2012

Subject: 155 NORTH CRESCENT DRIVE
Request for approval of a façade remodel, a new business identification sign and a custom
designed fountain.
(PL12O 5500)

Project applicant: Hank Koning, FAIA, Koning Eizenberg Architecture - Architect

Recommendation: Conduct public hearing and provide the applicant with an approval.

REPORT SUMMARY
The appNcant is requestkg reyiew and_appioyal oLa façade_remodel,_new_business_identification signs_an&a
custom designed fountain. The façade modifications include upgrading the residential vehicular and pedestrian
area by leveling out a portion of the façade (currently rounded), adding high-end custom cement panels with back
lighting, new planting ‘walls’ with lighting and adding a custom water feature. The entire building façade will be
updated with new paint colors and the exterior gardens area located above the parking garage will be updated
with a new landscape plan which includes new furniture and lighting.

In addition to the façade remodel the applicant is also proposing to update some of the existing way finding
signage as well as add three new business identification signs. The specific signs proposed are as follows:

• The existing directional signage located at the commercial garage entrance is proposed to be replaced
with like signage in the same location. A total of three signs are proposed to replace the existing three
signs. The signs would be composed of stain aluminum finished letters which would be individually pin
mounted on the façade. The three signs would read ‘9355 Wilshire’, ‘Parking’ and ‘Do Not Enter’.

• The applicant is proposing one new address sign adjacent to the residential vehicular/pedestrian entry.
This sign would also be composed of stain aluminum finished letters which would be individually pin
mounted on the façade. The sign would contain a maximum of 7” letters which is consistent with other
address signs previously approved by the Commission.

• One business identification sign is proposed just above the residential vehicular/pedestrian entry. This
sign would be composed of metal letters with LED backlighting (halo lit, not face lit). The letters would be
individually mounted and would read ‘aka’. The sign would be a total of 10.65 square feet, significantly
less than the maximum 100 SF permitted by Code.

• One business identification plaque sign is proposed at the pedestrian entry. This sign would be composed
of painted metal with satin aluminum lettering which would read ‘aka’. The sign would be a total of 2.8
SF, less than the maximum 5 SF area permitted by Code.

• One freestanding monument sign is proposed to be located on the site near the intersection of North
Crescent Drive and Clifton Way. The sign would be composed of painted metal with satin aluminum
lettering which would read ‘aka’ and ‘serviced residences’. The sign would be 5’-4” tall and 2’-O” in width
with a total area of 10.65 SF, which is significantly less than the maximum size of 20’-O” in height and 55
SF in area permitted by the Code.

ZONING CODE COMPLIANCE
Applications for design review are preliminarily evaluated for compliance with the zoning code. Applicants are
encouraged and have the option of requesting a comprehensive review separate and apart from this application.

Attachment(s):
A. Detailed Design Description and Materials (Applicant Prepared)
B. Design Plans, cut Sheets and Supporting Documents
c. Approval Resolution _______________________

Report Author and Contact Information:
Shena Rojemann, Associate Planner

(310) 285-1192
sroiemann~lbeverlyhiIls.orR
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Formal compliance review will occur when a building permit application is filed (plan check). The applicant has
been advised that changes during plan check may require revisions and subsequent approval from the
Architectural Commission or staff, as appropriate.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
The subject project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA — Public Resources Code
§~21000 — 21178), pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of the State CEQA Guidelines in that the project includes the
review of building design, colors and materials to the façade of the building, front yard landscaping or minor low-
scaled accessory structures, such as fences or walls. It can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that
the subject activity could result in a significant effect on the environment.

PUBLIC OUTREACH AND NOTIFICATION
Public notification was not required for this project.

ILL
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and Materials (Applicant Prepared)
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A Indicate Requested Application
~ Staff Review

• Three (3) sets of plans required (see Section 6 for plan size requirements).

~ Architectural Commission Review
• Ten (10) sets of plans required (see Section 6 for plan size requirements).
• Public Notice materials required for Sign Accommodations (see Section 5 for public notice

requirements).

B Identify the scope of work (check all that apply):

LI New construction Remodel: mt. & Ext, no floor area added
LI Façade Remodel ONLY LI Remodel: mt. & Ext, floor area added

Business Identification Sign(s) _______ LI Awning(s): LI New LI Recovery

Numberofsignsproposed: 2

LI Building Identification Sign(s) _______ LI Open Air Dining: #Tables # Chairs
Number of signs proposed: _______

LI Sign Accommodation (explain reason for the accommodation request below): _______

________________________________________________________________ Number of signs proposed: _______

I~ Other: (2) PARKING ENTRANCE SIGNS

C Describe the scope of work proposed including materials and finishes:
AKA Beverly Hills is proposing an upgraded residential entrance to properly invite pedestrians and cars alike onto a shared
granite surface/arrival court. In reducing the impact of parking to the arrival sequence, the front facade is straightened and
reconstructed with high-end custom cement panels with finely scaled perforations to be back lit in the evening. Further
investments are made at the podium level with new planting, seating areas and trellis for residents to enjoy year round. The
entirety of the facade will be cleaned and re-painted in an appropriate color scheme to clarify the building proportions. The front
landscape will also be edited down and augmented with properly scaled planting to complement the building color scheme. No
changes are proposed for the roof.

C Identify the Project Zoning (City Zoning Map: http://gis. beverlyhil Is.orgJU N ITEG IS!)

LI R-4 LI R-4X LI R-4 LI R-4-P LI R-4X2
LI R-3 LI RMCP LI C-3 LI C-3A LI c-3B _________

LI c-s LI C-3T-1 LI C-3T-2 LI C-3T-5 LI C-5 M - PD -2

E Lot is currently developed with (check all that apply):
~J General Office Building ~ Multi-family Building I~j Other (specify below):
LI Retail Building LI Vacant RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL PARKING

LI Medical Office Building LI Restaurant

F Are any protected trees located on the property? (See the City’s tree removal guidelines at:
http://www.beverlyhjlls.orgJservices/builcling/plans/tree.asp.)

YesLI No El
If YES, provide the following information:
Tree Type: LI Heritage Tree(s) LI Native Tree(s) LI Urban Grove

Species:
Quantity/Sizes:
Reason for Removal:

G Has the existing structure been designed by a notable architect or is it identified on any historic
resource inventory, including the City of Beverly Historic Resources Survey (Verify with the
Planning Division if the property is listed on the City’s survey)?

Yes LI No El If yes, please list Architect’s name:

SECTION 2— PROJECT DESCRIPTION / ZONING INFORMATION
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A Indicate in the chart below all applicable signage details:
Maximum Area

Type of Sign Dimensions Square Maximum Area Permitted Permitted w/ Sign(i.e. business ID, building ID,
parking, etc.) (length x width) f~ by Code Accommodation

(if applicable)
BUSINESS ID (2) 5-4”X2’-O” 10.65 100 SF MAX.1 SF/EACH

RESIDENTIALPARKING 2-10”X6-9 6.8SF 2OSFMAX.
2 ENTRANCE

COMMERCIAL PARKING 1-2” Xl 1-4” 6 SF 20 SF MAX.
3 ENTRANCE

~ ADDRESS LETTERING -7” X 9-2” 2.1 SF SINGLE LINE~ HEIGHT MAX.

5 (E)PLAQUEAD.JACENTTO 1-8”X1’-8” 2.8SF 5SFMAX.LOBBY ENTRANCE

C List the specific materials and finishes for all of the architectural features proposed in the project
(List N/A, not applicable, for features that do not apply.):

FACADE (List all material for all portions visible from the Street)
Material: Custom 1/2” thk. cement board panel with cut perforations with offset acrylic backing

Texture/Finish: Matte & subtle rough finishes on cement panels. Translucent acrylic backing for uniform lighting.

Color! Transparency: Exterior paint scheme in varied shades of gray. New cement panels in complementing shade of gray.

WINDOWS/DOORS (Include frame, trim, glass, metal, etc.)

Material: Insulated clear butt-glazing system with recessed channels at lobby. All other windows to remain as is.

Texture/Finish: (E) Townhome doors repainted to light gray to match metal accents.

Color! Transparency: Custom sliding wood door at lobby entrance will be light color with smooth finish.

ROOF
Material: N/A

Texture /Finish:

Color! Transparency:

CHIMNEY(S)
Material: NIA

Texture /Finish:

Color! Transparency:

COLUMNS
Material: Venetian plaster ~ ext. columns & arrival court walls

Texture/Finish: Smooth finish

Color/Transparency: White or off-white to match existing stucco & Kendall Charcoal @ arrival court walls

BALCONIES & RAILINGS
Material: Painted steel

Texture /Finish: Matte finish

Color/ Transparency: Coventry Gray BM: HC-1 69

OUTDOOR DINING ELEMENTS (List all material for all outdoor dining elements.)
Material: N/A

Texture ,/Finish:

Color! Transparency:

SECTION 3 — PROJECT DETAILS AND MATERIALS (continues on next page)
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SECTION 3 — PROJECT DETAILS AND MATERIALS (continued from previous page)

AWNINGS, CANOPIES
Material: Painted Steel I Steel rods
Texture/Finish: Matte Finish

Color/Transparency: Kendall Charcoal BM: HC-166 & COVENTRY GRAY BM: HC-169

DOWNSPOUTS / GUTTERS
Material: N/A

Texture /Finish:

Color! Transparency: Paint to match adjacent building color

BUSINESS ID SIGN(S)
Material: Painted Metal

Texture/Finish: Satin Finsh

Color! Transparency: Black

BUILDING ID SIGN(S)
Material: Parking Entrance Signs - Painted Metal

Texture/Finish: Satin Finish

Color/ Transparency: Aluminum & Black

EXTERIOR LIGHTING
Material: 1. Arrival Court RCP - Seamless Plaster Finish. 2. Ext. wall sconces to be Bega

Texture/Finish: 1. Smooth plaster finish. 2. Satin finish

Color/ Transparency: 1. Incandescent light. 2. Dark gray wall sconces

PAVED SURFACES
Material: Granite

Texture/Finish: Thermal, Matte Finish

Color! Transparency: Ashford White & Basalt Black

FREESTANDING WALLS AND FENCES
Material: 1. (E) Brick Veneer 2. Palm tree planters in arrival court

Texture/Finish: 2. Smooth stucco finish
Color/ Transparency: 1. Kendall Gray to match building base. 2. White to match upper building mass.

OTHER DESIGN ELEMENTS
Material: N/A

Texture /Finish:

Color! Transparency:

O Describe the proposed landscape theme, if applicable. Explain how the proposed landscaping
complements the proposed style of architecture:

The proposed plantings are drought tolerant and low maintenance. The plant groupings will be laid out to
complement the architecture of the building.
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A Clearly identify how your project adheres to each of the required findings of the Architectural
Review Commission:

1. Describe how the proposed building or structure is in conformity with good taste and good
design and, in general, contributes to the image of Beverly Hills as a place of beauty,
spaciousness, balance, taste, fitness, broad vistas and high quality.

The proposed upgrades to the residential entrance promote an active connection between the shared lobby
and public street life. The shared surface drive promotes pedestrian travel and increased driver awareness.
The arrival court is augmented with existing public art and proposed water feature, further separating itself
from its current state as a parking garage entrance. The overall landscape strategy seeks to edit existing
assets and add crisp low maintenance planting. The exterior painting scheme in varied shades of gray give
the property an updated modern appearance following adjacent developments along Wilshire.

2. Describe how the proposed building or structure indicates the manner in which the structure
is reasonably protected against external and internal noise, vibrations, and other factors
which may tend to make the environment less desirable.
Existing building with no significant changes to openings or use that would increase acoustic I environmental
issues.

3. Describe how the proposed building or structure is not, in its exterior design and appearance,
of inferior quality such as to cause the nature of the local environment to materially
depreciate in appearance and value.

Many proposed materials (ie. granite and custom cement panels) are of greater quality than existing brick and
stucco. The entirety of the exterior will be cleaned and a majority will be repainted in tasteful shades of gray
eluding to a metropolitan setting.

4. Describe how the proposed building or structure is in harmony with the proposed
developments on land in the general area, with the general plan for Beverly Hills, and with any
precise plans adopted pursuant to the general plan.

Project is a remodel that retains existing building forms but enhances with new finishes, lighting and
landscape.

5. Describe how the proposed development is in conformity with the standards of the municipal
code and other applicable laws insofar as the location and appearance of the buildings and
structures are involved.

No changes proposed encroach upon existing set-backs or add building mass. The general appearance is
clarified and rejuvenated while maintaining existing tonal qualities. All required parking is maintained.

SECTION 4— DESIGN ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS (for Commission level applications only)
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