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CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
STAFF REPORT

Meeting Date: February 7, 2012

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council

From: Cheryl Friedling, Deputy City Manager, Public Affairs

Subject: Request to Use the Council Chambers for a Documentary
Screening and Panel Discussion

Attachments: 1. Request Letter from the Beverly Hills Weekly
2. Documentary Synopsis

INTRODUCTION
The City has received a request from the Beverly Hills Weekly newspaper to conduct
a documentary screening and panel discussion of “California a State of Mind: the
Legacy of Pat Brown” in the Council Chambers. The Beverly Hills Weekly also
requests that the City re-broadcast the event on the City’s Government cable
channel.

DISCUSSION
In the past, the City has provided the Council Chambers and cable television
capabilities to local Beverly Hills organizations to educate the community on topical
issues of interest.

The Beverly Hills Weekly has requested the use of City facilities for one of the
following evening dates: March 12, March 26, April 16 or April 23. The Council
Chambers are available to accommodate these dates.

FISCAL IMPACT
If approved by the Council, City staff would manage the facility and the re
broadcasting of the event. In the past, the City has absorbed all staff and facility
costs for these events. The cost is approximately $700 per event.

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the City Council provide direction to staff regarding the
request from the Beverly Hills Weekly to conduct a screening and panel discussion
in the City Council Chambers.

Cheryl Friedling
Approved By
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TO: Mayor Barry Brucker and Council

FROM: Beverly Hills Weekly

RE: Pat Brown documentary screening and panel discussion

DATE: February 2, 2012

Mayor Brucker,

Beverly Hills Weekly and Writers Bloc are sponsoring a screening of “California State of Mind:
The Legacy of Pat Brown,” a documentary directed and produced by the governor’s
granddaughters Sascha Rice and Hilary Armstrong. We are requesting the use of Council
Chambers for the screening followed by a panel discussion, featuring panelists to be determined,
including one or two former legislators who served at the time Brown was governor. We would
like the City to videotape the discussion and air it on BHTV 10. It is of obvious educational value
to the community and an important historical subject. (Brown also lived in Beverly Hills towards
the end of his life).

The dates we are considering are March 26, April 16, April 23 and April 30 for an evening
screening at 7 p.m., followed by a panel discussion not to exceed one hour. We will coordinate
with staff and participants to choose a date. There are no Council meetings scheduled on those
dates. The library auditorium is not available due to the ongoing renovation. The discussion will
be moderated by Beverly Hills Weekly Publisher Josh Gross.

To encourage resident reader participation in this project, we have notified Librarian Nancy
Hunt-Coffey. She indicated she would order additional copies of Brown’s biography: Rarick,
Ethan. California Rising: The Life and Times of Pat Brown. Berkeley, CA: UC Press, 2006.

For more information about the documentary, please visit the following link:
http://patbrowndocumentary.comlhome/index.html. We are also attaching a documentary
synopsis.

Thank you for your consideration.

140 South Beverly Drive, Suite 201
Beverly Hills, CA 90212
310.887.0788 • 310.887.0789 fax • www.bhweekly.com

Adjudicated as a newspaper of general circulation for Los Angeles County
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Synopsis - California State of Mind: The Legacy of Pat Brown

L

Intelligent and emotional.
It reminds us all that there was

a time when this country had
real leaders with principles.”

— Tom Rosenberg
Academy Aword&winning Producer,

Million Odlor aoby
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Project Synopsis

Pat Brown’s story is an Arnertcan tale of a young man who could not afford college.
struggled to pay for night law school, but against all odds rose to hold the state’s
highest office. This documentary film is a journey into the heart and mind of the man
who historians agree ushered Califomia into the modem era.

Forward-Looking Leadership
Pat Brown’s legacy Includes:

• The fair Housing Ad

• The Peir Employment Act
• The Master Plan for Higher Education
• Highway Espanotoo
• me cahfomia Aqueduct

The Celifomie Aqueduct has been called
‘the most significant poblic water project io
wodd history - Infrastructure improvements
incloded over 1000 miles of new highway
and The Master Plan for Higher Education
made the state’a public college and unmerody
system arguably the best in the wodd

View a Tlmetlne of The Pat Brown Years.
I .Itlmelinellndec htni)

Poliboans from both sides of the aisle site Pat Brown as the “Architect of the
Golden State.” A simple chronicle of Pafs sweeping successes paints an
impressive portrait. the Fair Housing Act, the Fair Employment Act, the Master Plan
for Higher Education, which arguably made the state’s public college and university
system the best in the world the building of highways, and what historians have
called the “most significant public water project in world history.” How did he do It?

Why wasn’t he paralyzed by bipartisan politics? How did he persuade lawmakers to
pass the then highly progressive legislation? How was ha able to win the public’s
approval to raise the nece aary taxes to build massive public works? If Brown were
alive today he mIght answer that it was “responsible liberalism” — a phrase he
coined I believe it was a brand of politics whose character and spirit provide a
viable template for what we can expect From leaders today

Pat Brown’s drive to build the water Protect offers a window into his political style at
its best This odyssey tested his leadership abIlIty on a political obstacle course of
voters the legislature federal government and corporate Interests. Pat sailed
through riding the momentum generated y his genuine love of people, his
relentiess optimism and his bounding faith that government could be an agent of
progress He believed in his task took nsks made deals, and tirelessly campaigned
to achieve It

Champions of Brown would sooner forget the dramatic events surrounding Pat’s
oversight of the death penalty case of Caiyl Chessman which generated
intemabonal attention and unleashed a political backlash from all aides Still the
unfolding episode offers a fascinating look at the vulnerabilibes of leadersh p to the
destructive potential of mass hysteria and media spIn. Pat openly admitted his
struggle to uphold a law to which he was morally opposed then was branded a
“tower of Jell-O,” despite the fact that while he was in office he commuted more
death sentences than any California governor

ering a CALIFORNIA STATE OF
MINO to your organization

HOST A SCREENING

IHTTPS:I!PAT$ROWND0CUME

When the Free Speech Movement at Berkeley rocked the country and the eruption
of violence and destruction that was the watts Riots brought the fight for civil nghta
to California, Brown lost his political footing again. A telegenic Ronald Reagan
stepped onto the world stage and blamed the civil unrest on Brown’s liberal politics,
which affectively led to Pafs crushing defeat. Pat’s departure signaled an end to an
ere of expansive liberal government and foreshadowed a conservative movement
that continues to this day. Did Pafa leadership style tail him in the face of a new
cultural era, or does the spirit and character of Brown’s leadarshtp have relevance
today?

Distribution

With a running time of just under 90 minutes, the film is accessible for broadcast on
a variety of channels. In addItion, the film will be used in educational settings and
screened at film festivals, we’ve already premiered at the Newport Baach Film
Festival, and have screened at a host of other events f.Jscreeninoalindex.htrnl) An
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accompanying educational curriculum, My California Now
(http:llmycalifomianow.comh, is being developed for use at middle and high school
levels to encourage youth to consider qualitiea of leadership they admire that exist
in their own families and communities

Form &Style

The project was shot primarily on l’11J24P video with some mini-DV to capture a
behind-the-scenes look at the family, plus film to make real the great American
landscapes thai inspired Pet Brown This intimate portrait of Brown draws upon the
family photos and film archives, private letters, and interviews. We tap the
memories of those who knew Brown and will enlist joumslists, historians,
contemporary thinkers and politicians to ground the narrative and offer a critical
perspective from a wide range of angles: political, philosophical, spiritual, and
psychological. The interviews are woven together by archival footage, and audio
recordings of Pal’s oral history. Innovative uses of sound and music bring this
history alive.

Audienc

This uplifting and entertaining biography will appeal to younger and older audiences
alike The film resonates beyond the borders of California as the focus on the global
issues of water and the death penalty provide a critical focus that illuminates
relevant contemporary leadership issues.
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