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Project Description

The project includes the adoption and implementation of two City of Beverly Hills (City) planning
documents. The first is the 2008-2014 Housing Element of the City of Beverly Hills General
Plan (General Plan). The second is the 2010-2015 Hazard Mitigation Action Plan (HMAP).
Neither of the updated plans includes modifications to development patterns or changes in the
pattern of land uses established in the General Plan. These plan updates also do not propose
or contemplate specific development projects; however, goals and policies of the plans may result
in future actions that could have environmental affects. The 2008-2014 Housing Element is
attached as Appendix A and the HMAP is attached as Appendix B. Both plans are summarized
below.

2008-2014 Housing Element

The 2008-2014 Housing Element is an update of the City’s 1998—2005 Housing Element of the
General Plan. The Housing Element is a guide for expanding housing opportunities and services
for all household types and income groups, and policy guidance for local decision—making related
to housing. The City of Beverly Hills Housing Element details programs that the City intends to
implement as a means of encouraging more affordably priced housing in the City and ensuring
that the community’s housing needs are met. The updated Housing Element is consistent with
the policies and programs set forth in the adopted General Plan.

State Housing Element law requires each city and county to identify and analyze existing and
projected housing needs within their jurisdiction and to prepare goals, policies, and programs to
encourage the development, improvement, and preservation of housing (Government Code
Sections 65580-65589). Each city and county is required to develop local housing programs to
meet its “fair share” of existing and future housing needs for all community members, as
determined by the jurisdiction’s Council of Governments. The Regional Housing Needs Assessment
(RHNA) is the minimum number of “adequate sites” for housing units each community is
required to provide through zoning, and is one of the primary threshold criteria necessary to
achieve approval from the State Department of Housing and Community Development. In total,
per RHNA requirements, the City is required to plan for the creation of 554 new housing units
during the 2006-2014 planning period, including 146 very-low-income units (half, or 73, units
of which are for extremely low-income households), 113 low-income units, 117 moderate income
units, and 178 above moderate-income units.

The City has developed the following numeric objectives for housing production, housing
rehabilitation, and housing preservation based on the policies and programs set forth in the
Housing Element, as shown in Table 1. The City’s quantified housing construction objective meets
the RHNA allocation of 554 units, including carry-over from the prior planning period. The City
will work toward meeting its RHNA through development of entitled projects and new units on
multi-family infill sites, development of second units, and support of affordable housing through a



new Housing Trust Fund. No General Plan land use designation or zoning district changes are
necessary to meet the RHNA requirements. The ability to achieve the RHNA allocation of 554
units can be met within the existing development capacity identified in the General Plan.

Table 1
2008-2014 Summary of Quantified Housing Objectives

Income 4 New

Group | Construction Rehabilitation Conservation
Extremely Low 73 - 75
Very Low 73 110 75
Low 13 110 -
Moderate 17 - -
Above Moderate 178 - -
Total 554 220 150

As directed by the updated Housing Element, the City would continue to provide sites for a mix
of multi~family housing, supported by a variety of programs to enhance affordability to
accommodate its RHNA and contribute toward addressing the growing demand for housing in the
Southern California region.

The focus of this analysis is on those implementation programs that could change development
standards from current standards and practices of the existing Housing Element or design review
process. The implementation programs that could directly remove barriers to, or encourage the
construction or redevelopment of, additional residential units within the City include:

e Imp 10.1 Density Bonus

e Imp 10.4 Second Units

e Imp 10.7 Partnerships with Affordable Housing Developers

e Imp 11.2 Senior Housing Development

e Imp 12.1 Zoning Text Amendments for Special Needs Housing
e Imp 12.2 Adjust Development Standards

e Imp 12.3 Reduced Fees for Affordable Housing

2010-2015 Hazard Mitigation Action Plan

The HMAP provides a required S-year update to the existing plan adopted in 2004. Hazard
mitigation, also known as prevention before the occurrence of a disaster, is now considered to
be the first step in preparing for natural and human-made emergencies. The mission of the
HMAP is to promote sound public policy and programs designed to protect the public, critical
facilities, infrastructure, private and public property, and the environment from natural and human-
made hazards. The HMAP provides a list of activities that may assist the City in reducing risk
and preventing loss from future hazard events. The strategies address multi-hazard issues, as
well as activities for earthquakes, wildfires, terrorism, earth movements, flooding, and wind



storms. By preparing this plan, the City is eligible for federal mitigation funding after disasters
and can apply for mitigation grants before disasters strike. The mitigation strategies for each of
the hazard issues are briefly summarized below.

Earthquake: Continue to require upgrades of existing unreinforced masonry buildings, offer
assistance programs for older adults who need to seismically retrofit their homes, and establish
more seismic data collection sampling stations within Beverly Hills.

Fire: Update existing City codes; increase water pressure and access to water in Zone 9 near
Coldwater Canyon; educate residents regarding potential fire hazards of wood roofs; educate the
community about “firewise” and “waterwise” plants; develop public education materials regarding
vegetation management around homes; revise the zoning code to reflect General Plan permitted
uses and development standards; design driveways and roadways to maintain fire department
access; develop and educate residents about a City-wide evacuation route; and evaluate and
implement recommendations of the Firewise Communities Program.

Terrorism: Conduct analysis of critical infrastructure areas and how each area interfaces with
cyber or physical components if aftacked and possible cascade affects; obtain a high-level
security system to prevent cyber attacks on City systems and databases.

Flood: Update the City’s Urban Waster Master Plan and Capital Improvement Program, adopt
state—-of-the-art water monitoring systems, and continue to implement existing flood mitigation
activities and programs; remove the locally designated flood ordinance.

Landslide: Conduct geotechnical investigation to update landslide hazard maps.

Windstorm: Continue to use the Street Tree Master Plan as a mechanism to eliminate structurally
defective trees to minimize potential danger.

Multi-Hazard: Study cost-effective ways to offer a Citizen Emergency Response Team to the
community; conduct periodic fire emergency management exercises with City personnel and
surrounding jurisdictions; continue to update the City’s building and fire codes to reflect the
highest and best available standards for seismic design; continue to coordinate with local
jurisdictions and agencies in carrying out inspections, emergency response, enforcement, and site
mitigation oversight of hazardous materials and waste; ensure joint effort and responsibility in
emergency disaster management; educate the community on how to find information during a
disaster; conduct disaster preparedness for all City commissions to be prepared to assist the City
during a hazard event; conduct outreach to all City residents on how to properly store and
secure hazardous materials; identify all possible medical facilities in the City that are capable of
providing medical services during a hazard event.
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Project Title: 2008-2014 Housing Element and 2010-2015 Hazard Mitigation Action Plan

Lead Agency Name and Address: City of Beverly Hills, 455 North Rexford Drive, Beverly Hils, CA
90210

Contact Person and Phone Number: Peter Noonan, AICP, 310-285-1127
Project Location: City of Beverly Hills, County of Los Angeles, California

Project Sponsor's Name and Address: City of Beverly Hills, 455 North Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills, CA
90210

General Plan Designation: The entirety of the land use designations in the City of Beverly Hils General
Plan Land Use Map, which remain unchanged as a part of this project.

Zoning: The entirety of the zoning districts as set forth on the City of Beverly Hills Zoning Map, which
remain unchanged as a part of this project.

Project Description:

The project includes the adoption and implementation of two City of Beverly Hills (City) planning
documents. The first is the 2008-2014 Housing Element of the City of Beverly Hills General Plan
(General Plan). The second is the 2010-2015 Hazard Mitigation Action Plan (HMAP). Neither of the
updated plans includes modifications to development patterns or changes in the pattern of land uses
established in the General Plan. These plan updates also do not propose or contemplate specific
development projects; however, goals and policies of the plans may result in future actions that could
have environmental affects. The 2008-2014 Housing Element is attached as Appendix A and the HMAP
is attached as Appendix B. Both plans are summarized below.

2008-2014 Housing Element

The 2008-2014 Housing Element is an update of the City’s 1998—2005 Housing Element of the
General Plan. The Housing Element is a guide for expanding housing opportunities and services for all
household types and income groups, and policy guidance for local decision—making related to housing.
The City of Beverly Hills Housing Element details programs that the City intends to implement as a
means of encouraging more affordably priced housing in the City and ensuring that the community’s
housing needs are met. The updated Housing Element is consistent with the policies and programs set
forth in the adopted General Plan.

State Housing Element law requires each city and county to identify and analyze existing and projected
housing needs within their jurisdiction and to prepare goals, policies, and programs to encourage the
development, improvement, and preservation of housing (Government Code Sections 65580-65589).
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Each city and county is required to develop local housing programs to meet its “fair share” of existing
and future housing needs for all community members, as determined by the jurisdiction’s Council of
Governments. The Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) is the minimum number of “adequate
sites” for housing units each community is required to provide through zoning, and is one of the
primary threshold criteria necessary to achieve approval from the State Department of Housing and
Community Development. In total, per RHNA requirements, the City is required to plan for the creation
of 554 new housing units during the 2006-2014 planning period, including 146 very-low-income units
(half, or 73, units of which are for extremely low-income households), 113 low~income units, 117
moderate income units, and 178 above moderate~income units.

The City has developed the following numeric objectives for housing production, housing rehabilitation,
and housing preservation based on the policies and programs set forth in the Housing Element, as
shown in Table 1. The City’s quantified housing construction objective meets the RHNA allocation of 554
units, including carry-over from the prior planning period. The City will work toward meeting its RHNA
through development of entitled projects and new units on multi-family infill sites, development of second
units, and support of affordable housing through a new Housing Trust Fund. No General Plan land use
designation or zoning district changes are necessary to meet the RHNA requirements. The ability to
achieve the RHNA allocation of 554 units can be met within the existing development capacity identified
in the General Plan.

Table 1
2008~-2014 Summary of Quantified Housing Objectives

income New

Group Construction Rehabilitation Conservation
Extremely Low 73 ~ ” 75
Very Low 73 110 75
Low 13 110 -
Moderate 117 - -
Above Moderate 178 - -
Total 554 220 150

As directed by the updated Housing Element, the City would continue to provide sites for a mix of
multi-family housing, supported by a variety of programs to enhance affordability to accommodate its
RHNA and contribute toward addressing the growing demand for housing in the Southern California
region.

The focus of this analysis is on those implementation programs that could change development standards
from current standards and practices of the existing Housing Element or design review process.
Summarized below are the implementation programs that could directly remove barriers to, or encourage
the construction or redevelopment of, additional residential units within the City.

Imp 10.1 Density Bonus
Modify the residential density bonus ordinance and promote the use of density bonus incentives through
the City’s Affordable Housing Brochure.
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Imp_ 10,4 Second Units

To further encourage the provision of second units, the Housing Element includes a program to evaluate

modifications to its second unit ordinance:

= Greater flexibility in second unit standards in R-1 zones south of Santa Monica Boulevard

= Allowances for larger sized second units, of up to 1,000 square feet by right to reduce processing
times and facilitate the provision of second units with bedrooms

s For second units built above a garage, allowance for an increase in the permitted height up to the
height of the primary residence

= Allowances for reduced setback requirements where privacy is not compromised

imp_10.7 Parnerships with Affordable Housing Developers
The City will initiate a partnership and continue to work with non-profit developers to assist in the

development of housing affordable to extremely low and lower income senior households. The City will
select a non-profit developer to develop an affordable senior housing project, and will support this effort
through leveraging local Housing Trust Funds, assisting in the application for state and federal financial
resources, facilitating project entittement, and providing a package of incentives such as fee deferrals and
relaxed development standards.

Imp 11.2 Senior Housing Development

The City intends to issue a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) and select a developer to build an
affordable senior project (Imp 10.7), and will provide the following incentives to facilitate development:

» Flexible development standards

* Density bonuses

» City support in affordable housing funding applications

» Deferral/Reduction in development fees and waiver of any potential Conditional Use Permit fee

» Direct financial assistance through the Housing Trust Fund

» Project entitlement assistance

Imp 12.1 Zoning Text Amendments for Special Needs Housing
Amend the zoning code to make explicit provisions for a variety of special needs housing, including

community care facilties with six or fewer occupants, transitional housing, supportive housing, and
emergency shelters.

Imp 12.2 Adjust Development Standards

Certain development standards may have the effect of constraining the provision of certain housing types.

The City will commit to reducing its minimum lot size requirements. The City will implement revisions to

include, but not limited to, an evaluation of the following:

= Replacing the current density calculation for multi-family projects in the zoning code with a maximum
floor area ratio

= Modifying development standards for single-lot projects

= Allowing greater flexibility in the type and location of multi-family parking
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» Allowing the same number of units to be rebuilt on properties that have more units than currently
would be allowed

= Providing additional incentives for workforce housing over and above those contained in the provisions
of the State Density Bonus

Imp 12.3 Reduced Fees for Affordable Housing

The City will evaluate the economic benefit of providing waivers or reductions of certain fees for
developments containing very low-, low-, and moderate-income housing units.

2010-2015 Hazard Mitigation Action Plan

The 2010-2015 HMAP provides a required 5-year update to the existing plan adopted in 2004. Hazard
mitigation, also known as prevention before the occurrence of a disaster, is now considered to be the
first step in preparing for natural and human-made emergencies. The mission of the HMAP is to
promote sound public policy and programs designed to protect the public, critical facilities, infrastructure,
private and public property, and the environment from natural and human-made hazards. The HMAP
provides a list of activites that may assist the City in reducing risk and preventing loss from future
hazard events. The strategies address multi-hazard issues, as well as activities for earthquakes,
wildfires, terrorism, earth movements, flooding, and wind storms. By preparing this plan, the City is
eligible for federal mitigation funding after disasters and can apply for mitigation grants before disasters
strike. The mitigation strategies for each of the hazard issues are briefly summarized below.

Earnhguake: Continue to require upgrades of existing unreinforced masonry buildings, offer assistance
programs for older adults who need to seismically retrofit their homes, and establish more seismic data
collection sampling stations within Beverly Hills.

Fire: Update existing City codes; increase water pressure and access to water in Zone 9 near
Coldwater Canyon; educate residents regarding potential fire hazards of wood roofs; educate the
community about “firewise” and “waterwise” plants; develop public education materials regarding
vegetation management around homes; revise the zoning code to reflect General Plan permitted uses
and development standards; design driveways and roadways to maintain fire department access; develop
and educate residents about a City-wide evacuation route; and evaluate and implement recommendations
of the Firewise Communities Program.

Terrorism: Conduct analysis of critical infrastructure areas and how each area interfaces with cyber or
physical components if attacked and possible cascade affects; obtain a high-level securnity system to
prevent cyber attacks on City systems and databases.

Flood: Update the City’s Urban Waster Master Plan and Capital Improvement Program, adopt state-of-
the—art water monitoring systems, and continue to implement existing flood mitigation activities and
programs; remove the locally designated flood ordinance.
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Landslide: Conduct geotechnical investigation to update landslide hazard maps.

Windstorm: Continue to use the Street Tree Master Plan as a mechanism to eliminate structurally
defective trees to minimize potential danger.

Multi-Hazard: Study cost-effective ways to offer a Citizen Emergency Response Team to the community;
conduct periodic fire emergency management exercises with City personnel and surrounding jurisdictions;
continue to update the City’s building and fire codes to reflect the highest and best available standards
for seismic design; continue to coordinate with local jurisdictions and agencies in carrying out inspections,
emergency response, enforcement, and site mitigation oversight of hazardous materials and waste; ensure
joint effort and responsibility in emergency disaster management; educate the community on how to find
information during a disaster; conduct disaster preparedness for all City commissions to be prepared to
assist the City during a hazard event; conduct outreach to all City residents on how to properly store
and secure hazardous materials; identify all possible medical facilities in the City that are capable of
providing medical services during a hazard event.

ocation, Plan Area, and Regional Access: The City of Beverly Hills is surrounded by the City of Waest
Hollywood to the northeast and the City of Los Angeles to the south, west, and north.

Location. The City is located in Los Angeles County, approximately 10 miles west of downtown Los
Angeles and 6 miles east of the Pacific Ocean, as shown in Figure 1. The City extends into the
southern foothills of the Santa Monica Mountains, which form the City’s northern boundary. Surrounding
communities in the City of Los Angeles are Bel Air and Westwood to the west, Hollywood and the
Fairfax district to the east, and West Los Angeles and Century City to the southwest and south. The
City of West Hollywood is located adjacent to the northeast.

Planning Area. The City covers 3,656 square acres or 5.7 square miles. The City’s boundaries are
shown in Figure 2. Beverly Hills is a built~out urban community with a central commercial core, civic
center, established residential neighborhoods, parks, schoois, and other community~serving facilities, and
a weli-developed public service and utility infrastructure. Opportunities for additional growth and
development are limited and primarily confined to the redevelopment of existing developed properties.

Regional Access. Regional access is provided primarily by three freeways and four major arterials.

Freeways: The Santa Monica Freeway (Interstate 10 [I-10]) is located approximately 2 miles south of
the City and runs east/west. The San Diego Freeway (lInterstate 405 [I-405]) to the west and the
Hollywood Freeway (Interstate 101 [1-101]) to the east of the City both run north/south. 1-10
intersects 1-405 approximately 2 miles west of the City.

Major Arterials: Wilshire Boulevard, North Santa Monica Boulevard, and Olympic Boulevard are major
east/west arterials that link Beverly Hilis to the coast, the Los Angeles Westside to the west, and the
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10.

11.

Miracle Mile and downtown Los Angeles on the east. Coldwater and Benedict Canyons provide access
to the City from the San Fernando Valley to the north.

Environmental Setting: The City is located in the middle of Los Angeles County and is a well
established, urbanized community. The areas surrounding the City are generally highly urbanized. There
is minimal natural area remaining and most of the City is developed with impervious urban surfaces.
The majority of vegetation in the City is maintained landscaping. Generally, to construct a new building
in the City, an existing structure must first be removed.

The City has more than 34,200 residents with a daytime population estimated to be 150,000 to
200,000. Approximately 90% of the City is zoned for residential use. Police, fire, water treatment,
refuse collection, and other services are provided directly by the City. Beverly Hills has its own school
district. Private automobiles are the dominant means of transportation in the region and within the City.
Because the City is located in the middle of a large metropolitan area, a large number of buses and
cars travel through the City each day on their way to bordering cities and regions.

The City is at the southern edge of the Santa Monica Mountain range and approximately 6 miles east
of the Pacific Ocean. The City is characterized by rugged hillside areas to the north with relatively flat
areas in the remainder of the City. The City is located within a region that is subject to high seismic
activity. There are several active faults in or near the City. The City is located within the South Coast
Air Basin and is situated within the Ballona Creek Watershed. Within the City, there are approximately
77 acres of developed parkland and close to 100 acres of open space area.

Other Public Agencies whose Review/Approval Is Regquired: (e.g., permits, financing approval, or

participation agreement )

Approving _Agency: The City of Beverly Hills is the approving agency. The State Department of Housing
and Community Development is responsible for certification of the Housing Element. The Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has already approved the HMAP. No other agency approvals
are required. The City is responsible for all future permits and approvals.

viewi Agencies: The following agencies will be sent a copy of this document at the commencement
of the review period as a courtesy in the event they would like to provide comments. Califomia Air
Resources Board; California Highway Patrol; California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), District
7; Department of Conservation; Department of Education; California Energy Commission; California
Department of Fish and Game, Region 5; Integrated Waste Management Board; Native American
Heritage Commission; Office of Emergency Services; Office of Historic Preservation; Department of Parks
and Recreation; Public Utilities Commission; Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB), Region 4;
Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy; State Water Resources Control Board: Water Quality; Department
of Toxic Substances Control; Department of Water Resources, District 7; California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection (Cal Fire).
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:
No environmental factors were found to be potentially affected.

Aesthetics Greenhouse Gas Emissions Population/Housing

Agriculture Resources Hazards & Hazardous Materials Public Services

Air Quality Hydrology/Water Quality Recreation

Biological Resources Land Use/Planning Transportation/ Traffic

Cultural Resources Mineral Resources Utilities/Service Systems

Geology/ Soils Noise Mandatory Findings of Significance

DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency).
On the basis of this initial evaluation:

I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment,

X
and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
there will not be a significant effect in this case because mitigation for the project will be
made by or agreed to by the City and/or future project proponents. A MITIGATED
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or "potentially
significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect (1) has
been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards,
and (2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as
described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it
must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier
EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION' pursuant to applicable standards and (b) have been
avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including
revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further
is required.

Q@O/V\OWM Oekdeer 3 201

S

Peter Noonan, AICP Date
Associate Planner
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Introduction.

Neither the Housing Element nor the HMAP includes modifications to development patterns or changes in the
pattern of land uses established in the General Plan. These plan updates also do not propose or
contemplate specific development projects; however, goals and policies of the plans may result in future
actions that could have environmental effects.

Environmental impacts have been evaluated in relation to the baseline of the physical environment as it
currently exists in the City today. As allowed by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), this
document tiers off of the Negative Declaration and Environmental Initial Study for the Amendment and Policy
Update of the City of Beverly Hills General Plan. As detailed in CEQA Section 15152, “Tiering” refers to
using the analysis of general matters contained in a broader environmental impact report (EIR) (such as
one prepared for a general plan or policy statement) with later EIRs and negative declarations on narrower
projects, incorporating by reference the general discussions from the broader EIR and concentrating the later
EIR or negative declaration solely on the issues specific to the later project. The focus of the environmental
analysis is on those elements of the plans that could change development standards from current standards
and practices of the existing Housing Element or design review process, directly remove barriers to, or
encourage the construction or redevelopment of, additional residential units within the City, or require other
action as a result of a mitigation strategy that may result in an adverse environmental effect.

Less Than
Significant

with Less Than
Potentially Mitigation Significant
Significant | Incorporated Impact No Impact

1. AESTHETICS. Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? X

There are no officially designated scenic vistas in the City; however, visual resources such as hillsides and
ndgelines are visible from various properties and neighborhoods. The General Plan includes a policy in the
Open Space element that states, “seek to protect scenic views and vistas from public places” (Policy OS
6.1) (City of Beverly Hills 2010a). The adoption and update of the Housing Element would provide
implementation programs to allow for housing requirements in the City to be met, and would not modify
development pattems or change the pattern of land uses established in the General Plan. The implementation
programs would change some development standards and remove barriers to, or encourage the construction or
redevelopment of, additional residential units; however, these changes would not be of the scale or magnitude
to allow for development that may cause a substantial affect on the visual environment. Thus, because there
are no designated scenic vistas in the City, and the Housing Element would not create or allow for
substantial visual changes, the impact on scenic vistas would be less than significant.
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The strategies in the HMAP are generally updates to codes, retrofitting existing structures for safety,
disseminating public education, analysis of systems and infrastructure, and similar actions. The HMAP does not
include actions that would create substantial visual changes to the existing aesthetic environment; thus, no
impact to scenic vistas would result from adoption and implementation of the HMAP.

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not
limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a X
state scenic highway ?

There are currently no designated state scenic highways in the City, and the Scenic Highway Element was
removed from the General Plan when it was updated in 2010. Because the City is generally built-out, and
most construction is generally redevelopment of existing developed property, there is limited potential to
damage scenic resources such as trees, rock outcroppings, and other scenic elements. Therefore, because
there are no designated scenic highways in the City, and the Housing Element would not create or allow for
substantial visual changes, there would be no impact to scenic resources from a state scenic highway.

As described in 1a above, the HMAP does not include actions that would create substantial visual changes to
the existing aesthetic environment. Because there are no designated scenic highways in the City, and no
substantial visual impacts would result from the HMAP, no impact to scenic resources from a state scenic
highway would result.

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality
of the site and its surroundings?

The City of Beverly Hills is a well established, urbanized area. New development or redevelopment are
required to be consistent with the General Plan standards and policies addressing aesthetic quality, and are
subject to a thorough design review process prior to permitting, ensuring project compatibility with the existing
visual setting. Visual character may be altered with new development as a result of the Housing Element
implementation policies, such as the addition of a second unit to a property or the development of a senior
living community. However, required adherence to City design guidelines and policies would ensure that visual
character and quality of the surrounding community is maintained. Thus, a less than significant impact to visual
character and quality would result from implementation of the Housing Element.

As described in 1a above, the HMAP does not include actions that would create substantial visual changes to
the existing aesthetic environment. Visual character and quality of the City would not be adversely affected by
the mitigation strategies and no impact would result.

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which

would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

The City is generally built-out with urban development, including commercial and residential uses that generate
a significant amount of ambient light. Sources of light and glare include glass building facades, building
signage, security lighting, streetlights, parking lot lighting, and automobile headlights. Policy LU 12.2 of the
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Land Use Element of the General Plan requires that properties in commercial and office districts be designed
with non-glare external lighting (City of Beverly Hills 2010b). The City Municipal Code regulations require
that light be shielded and confined within site boundaries to prevent spillage (Section 10-4-314 of the City’s
Municipal Code—Lighting of Premises). In addition, Section 10-3-3104 (Standard Review of Development
Plan Review) of the City’s Municipal Code requires that development applications be reviewed to ensure that
light and glare, among other potential impacts, would not create any significant adverse effects on neighboring
properties. Some new light and glare sources may be associated with housing development that would result
from implementation of the Housing Element, such as outside security lighting or landscape lighting. However,
all new or redevelopment would be required to adhere to City policies and codes to minimize potential lighting
issues and glare. As future projects come forward, they will be reviewed for consistency with these
requirements. Thus, implementation of the Housing Element would have a less than significant impact on day
and nighttime views due to creation of light or glare.

As described in 1a above, the HMAP does not include actions that would create new sources of light or
glare. For this reason, the HMAP would have no impact on day or nighttime views due to creation of light
or glare.

e) Create a new source of shade or shadow that would
adversely affect shade/shadow sensitive structure or uses?
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