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To: Honorable Mayor & City Council
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Subject: Recognition of 9/11 Memorial Event Participants

Attachments: News Articles

INTRODUCTION

On Sunday, September 11, 2011, a special remembrance ceremony was held to unveil
the newly constructed 9/11 Memorial Garden. This event was funded and administered
by the 9/11 Memorial Committee, a volunteer, nonprofit group comprised of community
leaders.

The ceremony was attended by over 1,500 people including the Beverly Hills City
Council, elected officials, dignitaries and local citizens. The program received
widespread coverage from local, national and international media outlets.

DISCUSSION

Many City employees participated and volunteered their time for this ceremony. Every
City department contributed to the success of this event.

RECOMMENDATION

That the City Council recognize City employees for their successful efforts in developing
and implementing the 9/11 Memorial Garden initiative.
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Beverly Hills 9/11 Memorial Garden Opens

All four hijacked flights involved in the September 11 attacks were headed to California -- the
planes that struck the North and South towers of the World Trade Center in Manhattan were
meant to land at Los Angeles International Airport. This Sunday, on the 10th anniversary of the
attacks, a memorial here will be unveiled to the public for the first time: the Beverly Hills 9/11
Memorial Garden.

Beverly Hills Fire Chief Timothy Scranton -- who was working at Beverly Hills Fire Station 2 on
Sept. 11, 2001 -- spearheaded the Memorial Garden project. The impetus behind building the
monument was one of “collective strength -- as a nation we can come together for the common
good,” Scranton told BH Weekly.

“I wanted to ensure we never forget and to educate our younger generations,” he told The
Huffington Post.

The complex process of acquiring a World Trade Center artifact marked the start to the project.
With the help of local crisis counselor Anne Kellogg, Scranton contacted the New York City
Port Authority to procure a piece of the twin towers’ rubble to display. The memorial’s WTC site
object is a structural steel beam. It measures 96 inches long by 66 inches wide by 51 inches high
and weighs just under one ton. Although no one knows which tower the beam is from, Scranton
said, “It is a piece representative of all.”
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The Memorial Garden was created without financial aid from the City of Beverly Hills. Instead,
the Beverly Hills 9/11 Memorial Committee members raised more than $600,000 in donations.

The committee is made up of the Project Design Team (Project Manager Reggie Sully, Concept
Designer Jim Ply, and Architect Gidas Peteris), the Community Board of Directors and the
Executive Team (which includes Scranton). Sully called the team members’ collaboration “pure
magic.”

“Initially, it was going to be the firemen getting together and laying some bricks on sand, and
then it just kept blossoming more and more and more,” Sully said.

The artifact from the World Trade Center has been placed on a pentagonal pedestal within the
garden. The pentagon shape was chosen to commemorate the 187 men and women who lost their
lives when American Airlines Flight 77 crashed into the Pentagon. Memorial plaques line the
pedestal, listing the names of the 2,977 people who lost their lives on 9/11. Benches provide a
place to sit and reflect, and the garden’s walking paths are surrounded by waterfalls and golden
flowers.

A replica of the twin towers has been placed next to the garden’s walking paths, between the
Beverly Hills Fire Station and the monument. After the initial installation, Designer Jim Ply had
the replica made taller. Aesthetically and symbolically, the replica stands tall and proud.

The Beverly Hills 9/11 Memorial Garden “is a tribute to those who died,” Sully said. “It has been
an honor to work on something like this -- it is bent but not broken.”

Many cities around the world contacted the NYC Port Authority seeking pieces of rubble to
memorialize the lives lost on Sept. 11, 2001. Scranton explained how the Beverly Hills memorial
is unique: “We encased in the foundation copies of the U.S. Constitution, Declaration of
Independence, Gettysburg address and a piece of aircraft of Flight 77.” The memorial is also
home to the Navy wings of Captain Charles “Chic” Burlingame III’s -- the pilot of Flight 77. The
wings were provided by Chic’s brother, Brad.

The Beverly Hills 9/11 Memorial Garden will be unveiled Sunday, September 11, 2011, from
4.~ OOp. m. to 6: OOp. m. The garden is located at 455 N. Rexford Dr.

For more information on Captain Burlingame’s legacy, please refer to West Hollywood Patch,
who had the privilege ofspeaking to his brother Brad.



Memorial Garden to Be Dedicated on 9111

Beverly Hills’ tribute to the victims of the terrorist attacks is nearing completion.

. By Marie Cunningham Beverly Hills Patch
September 9, 2011

Two separate ceremonies will mark the unveiling of the Beverly Hills 9/11 Memorial Garden on
Sunday, the 10th anniversary of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

Located at the corner of North Rexford Drive and Burton Way, the memorial features a 30-foot,
1,900-pound twisted steel beam from the twin tower wreckage. Engraved in the memorial’s base are
the names of the nearly 3,000 people who died in the attacks on the World Trade Center and
Pentagon, as well as those who perished on United Airlines Flight 93, which crashed in
Pennsylvania.

The first dedication is at 6:45 a.m. to coincide with the collapse of 2 World Trade Center, the south
tower, at 9:59 a.m. EST (6:59 a.m. PST). The north tower, 1 World Trade Center, fell at 10:28 a.m.
EST (7:28 PST).

“At 6:45 a.m. there will be a brief ceremony in memory of when the first tower came down,” said
Reggie Sully, the memorial’s project manager. “It’s a quiet tribute. The public is invited.”

Fire Chief Tim Scranton, the fire department and a police honor guard will be present. The ceremony
is expected to last about 20 minutes.

From 4-6 p.m., the Beverly Hills City Council is holding its dedication ceremony with state Sen. Fran
Pavley and Assemblyman Mike Feuer. The keynote speaker will be Brad Burlingame, brother of
Capt. Charles Burlingame Ill, pilot of United Airlines Flight 77, which was hijacked and flown into the
Pentagon.

One of two items belonging to Charles Burlingame recovered from the crash scene at the Pentagon
was the prayer card from his mother’s funeral, which reads, “I did not die.”



“I don’t know how spiritual you are, but we felt this was somehow Mom miraculously saying, ‘Don’t
worry, I’ve got him,’ “ Brad Burlingame said in an interview with West Hollywood Patch.

The prayer card is currently on display at the Beverly Hills Public Library.




