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CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
STAFF REPORT

Meeting Date: March 1,2011

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council

From: Susan Healy Keene, AICP, Director of Community Development

Subject: Discussion Regarding Architect Paul Williams

Attachments: Excerpt from Wikipedia.org Containing Information Related to
Paul Williams, FAIA

INTRODUCTION

At the request of Councilmember Mirisch, the subject item has been placed on
the agenda for general discussion.

Attached to this report is an excerpt from Wikipedia.org, which also contains links
and references for additional information on the subject architect.

DISCUSSION

According to the referenced website, Paul Williams designed over 2,000
residences, including some for famous celebrities. In addition to his residential
accomplishments, Williams also designed or contributed to the design of many
commercial and governmental buildings (some examples provided in
attachment).

In a book prepared Williams’ granddaughter, there are at least 75 buildings
designed and constructed in Beverly Hills, including approximately 65 residential
buildings and nine commercial buildings:

• Beverly Wilshire Hotel • Platinum Equity
• Saks Fifth Avenue • Beverly Hills Hotel



Williams became a certified architect in 1921
and is credited as being the first African -‘

American architect certified west of the
Mississippi River. He won the AlA Award of ~
Merit for his design of the building that now
houses Platinum Equity (360 N. Crescent).

While Beverly Hills does not have a local
historic preservation ordinance, a survey~
conducted in 1985-1986, and updated in 2004, Os-office-buildings!

concluded that this Williams designed building appears eligible for listing under
the National and California Registers.

A private residence located at 711 N. Crescent has been listed on the Multiple
Listing Service (MLS) since November. While this property is not listed on the
California Registry, there is sufficient information available that if a discretionary
application were filed, staff would need to evaluate the structure’s potential
historic significance under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
Importantly, this review only occurs if a discretionary application is filed.

Recently, two structures in the city were demolished that some in the broader
Los Angeles community have argued were significant historic resources,
including the Friar’s Club and the John Lautner’s Shusett House on Monte Leon
Lane. Neither of these properties was evaluated under CEQA because there was
no discretionary replacement project filed and the issuance of the demolition in
Beverly Hills is an administrative action.

Similarly, if demolition permits only were filed to remove any of the Williams
designed structures identified in this report, including the Platinum Equity
building, the city, under current regulations, would be obligated to issue that
permit.

In contrast, the City Council recently held an appeal hearing for a new
development on Durant Drive. A key component of that project was consideration
of its historic significance, a discussion that was permitted only by the fact that
there was a discretionary application filed for that property.

As for the Williams designed, or contributions to, buildings located in Beverly
Hills, some may have greater historical significance than others based on state-
established criteria. At present, no Williams designed building (in Beverly Hills) is
listed in the National and California Registers and there is no local ordinance that
would require an evaluation of significance, unless a planned demolition is
proposed as part of a discretionary replacement project.

The City Council has previously discussed establishing a local preservation
program, most recently on August 31, 2009, however, other projects have risen
higher on the property list. At present, establishing a local preservation ordinance
is listed as a ‘B’ Priority on the Planning Division’s Work Plan. Starting in April or
May, the City Council will be reviewing budgets and work plans for each
department.



FISCAL IMPACT

The recommendation contained in this report has no direct fiscal or budget
related impact.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the City Council discuss the subject request.

Susan Healy Keene, AICP
App~By AI€L~ t~-~

I:\Planning\City Council Public Hearings~O3.O1.11\Paul Williams Study Session.doc
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Attachment I

Williams (architect)

Paul Williams (architect)

Paul R. WiIIIIInLS

Barn Fabiumy IS. 8941m Angeles. Califunna

Bled Jnnnry 23. 98E(Cddarun

Weak

192.528th Sure YMCA. Lea lea
1935 Penn Reddoirn
1938 F tCbiuebafCtelet, Scisadat ~cno. Kevada
I9S9Saka Fi~i Avrmr~ Besertyllille
I94flPiirblodd Rio I nig Dewlapueni (joint wntwe)
1948 Golden Slate Muteal life
1949~ 963 Flainós R..~ (ahemitom ofexigiog
buibBap)
1951 WilSams Reaidoiea
1953 Imperial ~ds Hounog Las Angrier
1958 Las Angeles SupenarCawt
1961 LAXThruie Bidl6ng ~~ul~)
1961 LaCmicter Motel
1962Sf. J~ loapitel. Memphis
1963 Flirt AMEQoanli. Lea A~ks
1964 Beserly Slmw Crnter

for othm with same acme, ueP William, (dlsrzmblguaikm

Paul Revere Williams, PAJA (l~ 18. 1894 - Jnnuaiy 23, 980) was a L~ Angeles-based, American
architect, He practiced largely in Southern Cthfoanla designed die homes of oumetoss stars including
Sinaute, Ia BaWDesi Arnar, Osney, and Charles Correll. He also designed many public and vent
laulldings.B 12

Childhood and academic career
at the age of four, Williams was the only American student in his elementary school. He studied at

the Los Angeles School of Ait Design and at the L.os Angeles of New York Beaux-Ails Institute of
Design Ateher subsequendy waiting as a fr~~k~’npe echi Ha went on to attend the University of Southern
California, School of Engineering designing several residential buildings while still a student there.. Williams became
a ad architect in 192 ,aml the first certified American architect west of the MIssissi~p.

He married Della Mae on June 27, 1917, at the Heat AME in Los Angeles. They had three children.
Paul Revere Williams, Jr (born and died June 30~ 1925, buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Las Angeles) Marilyn
Frances Wi (born 25,1926): and Norma Lucille Williams (born September 18, 1928).



Paul Williams (architect) 2

Career
iuns won an architectural coiniletinon at age 25 and three years later opened his own office. Known ar an

outstanding draftsman, be perfected the skill of rendenng drawings “upside down.” skill was developed so that
his ci (who may have unconsfostabie sitting ness to a black architect) could sac the drawings rendered right
side up die table from him. Stzuggjrng to gain - be seived on the first Los Angeles City Planning
Commission in 920. Ram 92 through 1924 Wlliamt worked for Los Angeles architect John C~ Austin,
eventually becoming chief before establishing his own office. Wiliams became the first
Afncan.-Aniencan member of the - of (MA) in 923 ~~In 939, be won AlA Award
of Merit fat his design of die MCA in Los Angeles (now headquarters of the Paradigm Talent Agency).

A. Quincy Jones (1913-79) wee an nidultect, who is claimed to have hired Williams and later coHaborated with him
on projects in Palm Springs, including the Palm Springs Tennis Club (1947) the Town & Country (1948) and

on the Rocks (1948) 131

Dining World WarU, Williams worked for the Navy Department us an architect. Following the war he tilted his
first book~ The Home ofTomorrow (1945), a successor volume New Homesfor T the og year.
In 1957 became the first American to be voted an AlA &flow.11

In 1951, be the Psi Phi Raternity, Inc. Man of the Year award and in 1953 WIlliams received the
Spingam Medal from the NAA ouisamding coctnbutions us an architect arid member of the

an witty. Williams also - honorary doctorates from Howard University (doctor of

), Lincoln University of Missouri (doctor of science), the Tuskegee Institute ( of fine arts). In
2004, USC honored him by listing him among its guisbed alumni, in the television commercial for the
shown during its foothall gaines.

Williams was posthumously honored in 2008 with the Donald J. Trump A for his significant mpnct on the
evolution, development and perpetuation of real throughout Greater Los Angeles. flie award war accepted by

granddaughter, Hudson.. Donald presented then to Hudson via presentation.

Williams famously remarked upon die y of the fact that noel of the homes be designed, and whose
be overraw, were on parcels wioee deeds included segregation covenants barring blacks from

theia



Paul Williams (architect) 3

Works

Williams designed more than 2,000 private homes, most of which were
in the Ho lywood Hills and the M.d-Wilshire poition of Los as
(including his own home in the M.d-City~ Los Angeles, California,
distnct). He also designed at least one home in the San Rafael district.

His most famous homes were foe Hollywood celebrities, and be was
well re~.-. for his - of vail. architectural styles. Modern
interpretations of Tudor- val, Ranch Ouizeau, Regency, and
Mcdi - an architecture were all within his vernacular. One notable

which he designed for Jay Paley in Holmby HIlls,~ and the
ot residence of Hilton, as the ‘Colby mansion’ in

exterior meats for ‘The Colbys” television series. Williams client list
included Frank Sinatra (the notations pmbbuuoa house), Bill
“Bojang.. Robinson, Lan Chancy, Sr., Lucille Ball, Julie London.
Tyrone Power (two houses), Bathers Stanwyck, Bat Labs, Charles
Cottrell, Will Hays, . Plus, and Danny Thomas. In contrast to these
splendid mannons, Williania co-designed with Hilyard Robinson the
first f y funded public housing projects of the post-war period
(Langton Terrace, Wsthington, DC) later the Pueblo del
project in Los Angeles.

Noted public buildings that Williams designed or contributed to (in Los Angeles, unleai otherwise noted) Indude

• Hollywood CA
• Fast Church of Osrict, Scientist (Rena, Nevada)
• Las Angeles County
• L.os Angeles County Hall of Administration .5

• UnitedNatiatis i
• Roberts House Ranch, Malibu, CA (The remains of~ bu~ ~.,S 5555 5

down can be - ted on the Sostice Canyon in the Santa
M Mountains National Recreation Areaj

• Saks Fifth Avenue Bevedy Hills, Beverly Hills California ~b~1b~at1d~gettm Ae~ocaI
yffg~L

• Arrowhead Springs Hotel & Spa, San Bernardina, California
• Shrine Auditcil (Williams helped prepare - drawings as a young architect.)
• Jet-Age Theme Building at Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) (In I as part of the Pareira &

Laicknian firm end with consulting engineers, hams helped design this futuristic )
• The concrete paraboloid La Conchs Motel in Las V (dlsaammblcd and to Neon Museum in Las

Vegat, Nevada for .me as the lobby 2006)
• Carver Park Homes Nevada
• The LaConcha Macel, Nevada~

Williams retired his practice in 1973. He died at age 85. Heir interred in Inglewood Park Cemetery Inglewood.

Ltaa~izy thlunedeitgnedby
Wilitam- tiryo Natm~I Pate
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Pitul Williams (aictutect 4

Quotes
1f I al fact that I am a Na to chec my will to do, now, I will inevttably form the hebit of being

defeated.

Planning is thinking beforehand how - Is to be made or done, and mixing with the product —

which in a broad sense maker an of us planners. Thc only difference is that some people get a license to get paid for
thinking and the r~ of ira our thou to cur fellow men.’

Ibliog phy
• Paul R. Wilhi PaidA. lWllkuas: A Collection ofHoure P1 Hennessey & lag ,2006 ISBN 09405

97809405 2443
• K Hutfsoa, Paul R. Williams Paul & WI fact: A La ofStyle , 993 Onginal from

the Urn ty of Michigan Dlnjtucd Nov 12,2007240 pages
• Our Stones Evideorecoedingl the African American experience In northern Nevada. [Reno, NV]. Orw Story, Inc..

SNCAT, c2008. under a grant the History Cb”r~4 and acohlabonitica of Story, and
Sierra Nevada Community Access TeleVision (SN 1): at SNCAT. 3 vldeodiscs (Ca. min~) bttpJI
www.meal. archive p&tp

Notes
(l~ Hud~a. Kane P., Pad £ Aw4lere A 1qae~’ b’Sr,~& RhzolI ~urdanaI P±tlcellcas. Inc., New Ya*. New Yact. 1993

121 N~a. Kern P.. The RWm,dtht Way Pad P. ~tisme. RhxaII Tnurmdorul Pnblicctlans, tee.. NY 994
(3J BnberThnubiupThc ann b~tM the leak l~hnrny 14~ 2009 LA ~flme IpcIIeww.1aher.eanin1ocnIJ,e1I~g

b1~ak14-2OOQlkbI4~93COS4.aa,y
141 JP~ryRaddane(brpcjiwww. 93toJiaac&), 200,
31 Lea Veps Rcvkwlernnl Nonedr bIn& ~aoderlpdCnvacPsits Answa PaeI aba. White r4io

dedgant die La ,irad. bamac In kySqnwe - ebladi baackig era - end abac Lea Vegea pnçnda. Tea yam ~eea1adgeod
bhg* Idancy In S~een Ihande Fth 15. 2009 Lea Veps Jameal .1r4ann11InIng139633212Jna1

eferences
• Hudma, B. PaidR~ llama, Aiddieci: A La ofStyle. New York: Rizinli, l993.(the author s

Williams granddaughter and curator of his )
Axcbiteatum Leavey NA737.W527H84 1993

• Hudton, Karen B., The Will and Way PaulR. Williams Aiddiect, Rizzoli International PuN Inc.,
NY 1994

• Yenser, (editor), Wlto~s in rnd America. A Bloymphictil Dictionary ofNotable Living Perserts
ofAfrican Descent InAmetica, Who’s Who In Colored America, Biookl~ New York~ 1930-1931-1932 (flurd
Edition)

• Searnat, Stephen (author), udro, idfrey B. (ccriuibutzng ) “Encyclopedia of 20th Ceiuwy Ardilteicrure.
Paul Williams”, Routledge, Ta & Francis January, 2004, 1,500 word biography of life
and professional
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Pani Williams (architect

Further ding
• The and the Way~ P R. Will Ard,Jsecs By Karen E. Hudtoc, Paul L Williams Edition lflutuated

PublIshedbyRirzoli, l9SBNO8478l7806~ 78 780 64 pages

External links
• Via Magazine : P Wi ma Architect (hitFJlwWW.viamagazint.

cWre99 asp)
• SoQil History biography of Williams (btp:llwww.socalbistory. iogrbies~wllliante.htni)
• USC biographical page (hUp~IIw w.usc.eWdepUpulwelflmjanjaanily!springQ4fwiuiams .htnal)
• about African American (htpilww.afanchiiects.comlEssays)
• 1928 WIlliams Reaovatioia Riotos (httpiFjvcacom(uchiitectl

hitericjvationpau~wiflwms~estasej92g him), James V. Coasts & Associates
• Paul - PTojectWdisie(htqrilwww Iiamsprojtctorgl)
• National Park Service brochure for Solstice Canyon QatqrJ!wwi~psgov!ssirndplanyonrvon

So1stiecCanyoa~pdl)
• Paul Williams (http~Jlw.findag,ave. cgi-biWfg.cgi?page=gr&GRId=7956107)at Had a Grave
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Artici Sour es and C ntribut rs
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