
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

                     





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Goals and policies have been discussed for the housing and economic development sections; however, some goals and 

policies are potentially dependent on changes in land use designation, building massing and/or development density.  Goals 

and policies that are dependent on changes in land use will be brought forward separately once the Commission has worked 

through the outstanding issues related to building massing and development density. 

** Infrastructure and Public Service goals and policies have not been discussed by the Planning Commission yet, but are 

scheduled for discussion by the Commission at the first meeting in May.
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Step 1   

Revisions to these elements 

come forward first 

(Housing Element will come 

forward at this time if not 

dependent on land use 

changes). 

Follow Up 

Formatting Changes, 

Pictures and Imagery 

come forward. 

Step 2 

Land Use comes forward (along 

with any changes to housing and 

circulation necessary for 

consistency with land use). 
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General Plan 

March 24, 2009 
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General Plan 
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  Policy Matrix.doc 

Example of Amendment Matrix 

Amendments Proposed to the Conservation Element 

Current General Plan Provisions Proposed Amendments Remarks 

Program Goals of Element  

(Maintain adequate supply of high quality water 
economically. Preserve and enhance Beverly Hills’ 
capability to rely upon local groundwater supplies)  

1. To provide an adequate supply of high 
quality potable water to meet existing and 
future needs.  

2. To provide water at the lowest cost.  

3. To preserve the City’s rights to extract 
groundwater and to assure that such 
resources will be available if needed.  

4. To assure the availability of properly located 
well sites.  

5. To assure the availability of a properly 
located site for a water treatment facility. 

Proposed Program and Policies of Element  

(Maintain existing water programs and policies in near 
future. Initiate a study to determine when it would be 
to economic advantage of City to produce and 
process its own water supplies to augment or replace 
MWD water, based upon changing circumstances 
which may dramatically affect MWD water prices. This 
study should consider operation costs and the 
additional capital costs to develop a modern and 
efficient treatment facility, preferably using existing 
water treatment site. Based upon the anticipated lead 
time such study shows necessary before local water 
supplies would be justified, activity should be initiated 
to ascertain and establish specific well sites and begin 
facilities design.)  

1. No change recommended in current policy 
to retain local option to provide water in the 
near future.  

2. The Metropolitan Water District has 

Goal: Water Conservation 

Provision of a system that minimizes water 
consumption through conservation methods 
and other techniques. 

Policies 

4.1 Water Conservation Goals. Continue to 
establish, review, and update water 
conservation goals and benchmarks for 
the next 20-year period. 

4.2 Public Outreach on Need to Conserve 
Water. Maintain and enhance its compre-
hensive program to educate and publicize 
the need to conserve water. 

4.3 Water Conservation Measures for Public 
Facilities. Continue to require water 
conservation measures/devices that limit 
water usage for all new municipal 
projects and major alterations to existing 
municipal facilities. 

4.4 Water Conservation Measures for Private 
Projects. Continue providing incentives, 
and where practical, require the installa-
tion of water conserving measures/  
devices and practices for new private 
construction projects and major altera-
tions to existing private buildings includ-
ing requirements for the use of reclaimed 
water for construction watering, and 
pumping subterranean water back into 
the ground rather than into the storm 
drain system. 

4.5 Water Efficient Landscaping. Where 

Since 1979 when the current Conservation 
Element was adopted, the City has developed 
four new water wells, together with a new 
water treatment plant to meet contemporary 
Federal water quality requirements.  In the 
broader context, demand for water in Southern 
California has continued to grow substantially 
while availability of imported water from the 
California and Colorado Aqueducts has 
diminished not only from growing upstream 
demands for water but also because of 
continuing drought conditions.  These 
considerations together with growing concerns 
regarding climate change call for updated 
policies to address these changes. 
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Amendments Proposed to the Conservation Element 

Current General Plan Provisions Proposed Amendments Remarks 

indicated that there may be substantial rate 
increases to Beverly Hills and other 
member jurisdictions within the next five to 
eight years. Accordingly, the City Water 
Department should coordinate a study, 
possibly with the assistance of a consultant, 
to determine the cost effective point at 
which the City should convert in whole or in 
part to its own water supply. This study 
would consider the costs of extracting and 
processing water (operation costs) as well 
as any capital costs associated with any 
facility.  

3. If a new water treatment facility is 
developed, consideration should be given 
to retention of one of the sites now occu-
pied by a water treatment facility for 
reasons cited above.  

feasible, encourage installation of 
drought tolerant landscaping or water-
efficient irrigation systems for all private 
and city landscaping and parkways. 
Identify and implement minimum de-
sign/installation efficiency criteria for 
landscape irrigation systems. 

4.6 New Conservation Technology. 
Strengthen local building codes for new 
construction and implement ordinances 
that require existing buildings to generate 
a higher level of water efficiency as a 
condition of issuing permits for renova-
tions or additions, and of sale of resi-
dences and buildings. 

4.7 Funding. Explore methods to provide 
financial support for water conservation 
efforts. 

 

 



 


