CBH - City Council Study Session - 01/06/2009

BEVERLY
HILLS

CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
STAFF REPORT

Meeting Date: January 6, 2009

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council
From: Brad Meyerowitz, Recreation Services I'\/I.':lnagerTB'/)’QD
Subject: Purchase of Roxy Paine Sculpture - Erratic
Attachments: 1. Photographs
2. Map

3. Letters of Support

INTRODUCTION

The Fine Art Commission, at its October 16, 2008 regular meeting, unanimously moved
to recommend the acquisition of an outdoor sculpture by internationally acclaimed artist
Roxy Paine. The sculpture, if approved by City Council, is recommended to be installed
in Beverly Gardens Park.

DISCUSSION

Roxy Paine is a prominent artist, specializing in the sculpture medium. Mr. Paine resides and
has his studio in New York. He is represented by James Cohan Gallery, based in New York
City. His work has been exhibited in countries around the world. The piece recommended for
purchase is titled “Erratic”. Erratic, is a stainless steel boulder measuring 7 feet tall by 15 feet
wide. A press release publicizing Erratic’s recent exhibition in Madison Square Park in New
York stated, “In geology, the term “erratic” refers to a rock that has been carried by a glacier
hundreds of miles away from its original geographic location. Erratic’s slick exterior leaves its
origin unexplained. It is a boulder displaced from somewhere between a mountain and a steel
factory”.

The sculpture will be fransported from New York and installed by a local company. The
sculpture is currently on display in Prospect Park in Brooklyn; it is anticipated that the
sculpture will be installed by late Spring 2009.

It is recommended that the sculpture be installed in Beverly Gardens Park on Santa
Monica Boulevard, between Rexford and Alpine Drives. The piece would be placed in
the fiat turf area, on the eastern side of the block, south of the walking/jogging path. A
base will be fabricated for the piece. Up-lighting will be installed after installation. At their
December 16, 2008 regular meeting, the Recreation and Parks Commission endorsed
the proposed location. Please note that signage will be posted adjacent to the sculpture
informing the public not to climb on the piece.
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As previously mentioned, the piece is currently on display at Prospect Park in Brooklyn.
While back east a couple of months ago, Fine Art Commissioners Terry Smooke and
Curt Shepard viewed the piece and were excited to see the sculpture in a park setting
and to see the impact it had on park visitors. Letters from Lynn Zelevansky, Curator and
Department Head of Contemporary Art from the Los Angeles County Museum of Art,
and Ann Philbin, Director of the Hammer Museum are attached. Both letters emphasize
the significance of the ‘acquisition of the sculpture on the cultural landscape of Beverly .
Hills, and of the greater Southern California region.

Liaisons from the Fine Art Commission and staff met with City Council Liaisons
Briskman and Krasne on December 17 to discuss the proposed acquisition. The issues
of heat retention and light reflection off the sculpture were discussed. Information
received from James Cohan, who is familiar with and represents Mr. Paine’s work,
stated that the piece would be “warm to the touch”. In regards to the potential for light
reflection off the piece, Mr. Cohan said that the sculpture’s irregular shape and surface
texture will help lessen the glare: Mr. Cohan assisted with the placement and monitoring
of the piece in its present location and thus is familiar with the issues of heat retention
and reflectivity. The Commission will be walking the proposed installation site at their
January 15, 2009 regular meeting to determine the most conducive location in which the
reflection of light would be minimized. lt should be noted that these same concerns were
raised by the Recreation and Parks Commission at their December 2008 meeting.

A formal unveiling of the sculpture will be scheduled, including a reception, once a more
detailed timeline is developed by the artist’s representatives. Mr. Paine will be invited to
participate in the festivities.

FISCAL IMPACT

There is currently $1,035,560 in the Public Art Fund. The purchase price for the
sculpture is $340,000. This fee does not include transportation and installation fees. It is
estimated that these additional costs will be $10,000 — $15,000.

Additional monies from the Public Art Fund will be used to install the lighting and any
modifications that would have to be done to the current irrigation system. The cost for
the proposed lighting has yet to be determined.

RECOMMENDATION

The Fine Art Commission and staff recommend City Council approval of the acquisition
of Roxy Paine's “Erratic”. Unless otherwise directed, the agreements with James Kohan
Gallery will be placed on the January 22 City Council agenda for formal approval.

Steve Miller @

Approved By
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Brad Meyerowitz ,
Recreation Services Manager
Art & Cultural Events

City of Beverly Hills

444 North Rexford Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 50210
310.285.2523

Tuesday, November 04, 2008
Dear Mr. Meyerowitz,

I am writing in support of the City of Beverly Hills Fine Art Commission’s recent
unanimous decision to purchase “Erratic,” a sculpture by noted artist Roxy Paine, for
the city's collection of public sculpture.

From my point of view, for the past several years the Fine Arts Commission has been
doing a particularly good job of selecting art for public spaces around the city. Every
time I drive along Beverly Gardens Park on Santa Monica Blvd., the inventive, whimsical
and beautiful sculpture by Yayoi Kusama, “Hymn of Life, makes me smile. As a world-
class city, Beverly Hills deserves to have a world-class collection of public art and
“Hymn of Life” more than fits the bill.

Like Kusama, Roxy Paine is a critically acclaimed artist of international stature, and
“Erratic” is an excellent example of his work. Acquiring this piece would maintain the
high standard of excellence established by the Commission and the sculpture would be
an exciting addition to the city’s collection,

I hope to see “Erratic” in Beverly Gardens Park soon, and look forward to future results
of the Fine Art Commission’s work on behalf of Beverly Hills.

W # el y -

£~ Ann Philbin
Director
Hammer Museum

Hammer Musewm 10892 Wilshire Boulevard Los Angeles, €& 90024-4201 Page 10 of 32
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Mr. Brad Meyerowitz

Recreation Services Manager
Art and Cultural Events

City of Beverly Hills

444 North Rexford Drive
Beverly Hills, California 90210

November 14, 2008

Dear Mr. Meyerowiltz:

I am writing in support of the Beverly Hills Fine Art Commission’s
proposal to purchase Roxy Paine’s sculpture Erratic of 2007.

Paine is an artist for whom nature and technology are part of the same
system. As he has said, “industry is bhumanity and humanity is nature ...
we just happen to ... sometimes [be] intent on destroying every other
part of nature.” His work, however, is not a didactic response to our
profligate ways. It strives to engage larger truths than that. At its
best, it is a meditation on decay, technology, and humanity’'s
relationship to the natural world.

Although he has always been interesting, Paine seems to have found
another, deeper register for his artistic voice with the public
sculpture that he began making around the turn of the millenium. For
his ideas about nature and industry to be fully realized -- and their
inherent contradictions to be appreciated -- his work needed to be seen
outdoors. The gallery or museum is, by definition, a zone where anything
can happen so there are fewer surprises. Outside, an irreplaceable kind
of chemistry exists between Paine’s massive steel sculptures of trees
and other natural forms, and the greenery or urban landscape that
surrounds it. Intruding on daily life, his huge steel works can be
understood for all their otherworldliness.

Erratic is as fine as any work Paine has produced over this important
period. Named for the geologic term for a rock that a glacier has
carried thousands of miles from its point of origin, this massive
boulder made of shiny stainless steel sits on the grass in an urban park
looking like it landed from outer space. And vet it is comfortable in
its surroundings. Situated in Beverly Hills, I suspect it would intrigue
and endlessly surprise viewers.
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T am very happy to recommend Roxy Paine’s Erratic to you., T think it
would be a wonderful cultural asset for Los Angeles in general and
Beverly Hills in particular. Should you have any further gquestions,
please do not hesitate to contact me at the numbers or e-mail above. .

With thanks for your consideration and attention,

Sincerely,
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