CBH - City Council Study Session - 12/16/2008

CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
STAFF REPORT

Meeting Date: December 16, 2008

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council
From: Byron Pope, CMC
City Clerk
Subject: Recommendations from the Election Ad Hoc Committee on

Campaign Lawn Signs, One-Minute Candidate Video Messages
and City-Sponsored Candidate Forums.

Attachments: 1. Candidate Forum correspondence/letters of interest (6)
2. Election Ad Hoc Committee Meeting Notes — November 20,
2008

INTRODUCTION

Mayor Brucker appointed Councilmember Delshad and Counciimember Krasne as the
2009 Election Ad Hoc Committee. The committee met on Thursday, November 20,
2008 and Thursday, December 11, 2008 to discuss election related issues for candidate
forums, candidate one-minute video messages and campaign lawn signs.

DISCUSSION

Campaign Lawn Signs

The Ad Hoc Committee and candidates agreed to commence placing campaign lawn
signs on Tuesday, January 20, 2009 (six weeks prior to the election). It was also
strongly recommended that each candidate place no more than two signs per residence
to allow residents the opportunity to endorse up to three candidates. The Beverly Hills
Municipal Code allows for up to five signs per residence.

One-Minute Candidate Video Messages

The Ad Hoc Committee was agreeable to allowing the candidates to tape a one minute
video message for replay on the City’s cable television station and to include the ability
for people to access the messages on the City’s website video-on-demand service. The
City has provided this opportunity to candidates in the past three City Council elections
in March 2003, March 2005 and March 2007.

Candidate Forums

The Ad Hoc Committee recommended at the November 20, 2008 meeting that letters be
mailed to established Beverly Hills organizations inviting them to host a candidate forum
for the upcoming March 3, 2009 General Municipal Election.
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Meeting Date: December 16, 2008

Staff received written requests from six City organizations (attached) and spoke with two
organizations via telephone. The Ad Hoc Committee reviewed the requests at their
December 11, 2008 Meeting and the following three candidates’ forums are
recommended:

¢ Southwest Beverly Hills Homeowners Association
e Beverly Hills North Homeowners' Association and Municipal League of Beverly Hills -
» Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce and Beverly Hills Residents’ Association

The Ad Hoc Committee will need these three forum sponsoring groups to submit the
following information for approval to host a City-sponsored Forum in City Council
Chambers:

Submit the forum format.

Submit moderator(s) for the forum.

No organization commercials are allowed at the beginning of the forum.

No organization or moderator can endorse any candidate prior to holding their

forum.

All candidates are to be present at the forum together.

All candidates should have equal time to answer/respond to questions.

Questions and answers should be rotated amongst the eleven candidates; the

same candidate should not begin answering questions in the same order each

time.

8. Questions from the audience must be submitted in writing to the moderator prior
to the commencement of the forum. No speeches from the public are allowed
from the floor.

9. Due to the number of candidates, the recommended forum time limit is up to 3
hours; not to exceed 4 hours maximum.

10. Contact the City Clerk for a calendar of the candidates' unavailable dates in

January 2002 and February 2009 to plan your forum date.
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- Submissions are to be given to Cheryl Friedling, Deputy City Manager of Public
Affairs. Ms. Friedling will liaison with the Ad Hoc Committee on the submissions
for approval.

The Ad Hoc Committee decision for hosts of the forums are based on the information
submitted by the organizations attached.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff seeks Council concurrence on the recommendations. The one-minute video
messages and the candidate forums will be administered by the City Manager’s Office
and taped by the Information Technology — Cable Television Division.

Byron Pope %p

Approved By
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Attachment 1

Candidate Forum correspondence/letters of interest

(6)
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SOUTHWEST BEVERLY HILLS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

208 McCarty Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 90212

November 14, 2008 .

Beverly Hills City Council

Beverly Hills City Hall

455 N. Rexford Dr.

Beverly Hills, CA 90210 VIA US MAIL and EMAIL

Dear Councilmembers:

Now that the national and other elections are over, we fook forward to our municipal Beverly Hills
election for City Council in March, 2009.

As each of you is aware through your past participation, The Southwest Beverly Hills
Homeowners Association has—for the past 30 years—conducted a televised Candidates Forum for the
benefit of the community. Many in the community—including many candidates— have told us that they
consider our Forum to be the most informative and among the best run of the forums. We are very proud
of that and proud of our other contributions to the community.

We request that during the first or second week of February we are permitted to hold our
Candidates Forum for the March, 2009 City Council election and that it be televised on the Beverly Hills
community cable channel. We would like to hold it at the Roxbury Park Auditorium, but would certainly
agree to hold it in the City Council Chambers as we did two years ago. We anticipate that the rules we
have adhered to over the past 3 decades would also apply to this Forum. We will be pleased to provide
you with any further information.

We appreciate your consideration and look forward to your approval.
Thank you.

Southwest Beykrly Hills Homeowners Association

By:
Kennetrfol , President

ce: Rod Wood, City Manager
Board of Directors
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CITY CLERK’S OFFICE
S0l Y. Cance Dr,, Ste. 524
Beverty Hdls, O 90210

December 02, 2008

Byron Pope

City Clerk

455 N. Rexford Dr.
Beverly Hills, CA 90210

Dear Byron:

In answer to your November 25" letter, the Beverly Hills Residents’ Association would
like to participate in a City Sponsored Candidate’s Forum.

We arg-willing to work independently or with any other city organization to create an
evepf that is not partisan or driven by any one groups’ agenda. Please fee! free to have
0 1or committee contact me to arrange or discuss any details.

Presudent Beverly Hilis Resident’s Association
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December 2, 2008

Byron Pope

City Clerk

City of Beverly Hills

455 N. Rexford Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 90210

Dear Byron:

The Beveily Hills Chamber of Coritmerce thanks vou for the vpportunity to request the hosting
of a City sanctioned City Council Candidate’s Forum in preparation for the March 3, 2009
election.

The Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce has been the unrivaled authority of the local business
community for more than 80 years, advocating on its behalf, anticipating trends, advancing
knowledge, creating innovative practices that inspire and invigorate, and embodying a
professional conscience.

As the advocate of the business community, the Chamber feels it is critical that one of the City
sanctioned candidates forums focus on economic and business policies, where the positions of
the candidates on business related issues may be revealed. Therefore, if it is at all possible that
the Chamber be given permission to hold a candidate’s forum independent of any other
collaborating organization, we would request that opportunity. There is no other organization in
the City that provides the same perspective and level of business advocacy as the Chamber, and
allowing the Chamber to be sole host of a candidate’s forum will provide a venue for
illumination of issues and questions that may otherwise not be possible in a forum conducted by
joint hosts. -

Please do not hesitate to contact me or Vice President of Economic Development, Anita Zusman
Eddy af 310.248.1000 ext. 109 if there are any questions or you would like to discuss.

Thank you for your consideration.
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Byron Pope

From: Thomas A. White [whitet@earthlink.nef]
Sent: Monday, December 08, 2008 5:58 PM
To: Byron Pope

Cc: 2-Barry Brucker; Nancy Krasne
Subject: Candidate Forums

Dear Byron -

After receiving your letter dated November 25th, 2008 | had some questions. | phoned your office
and left a voice mail. Having not heard back from you, | phoned the Clerk's Office last Wednesday,
and in your absence spoke with Patty to express the Municipal League's interest in sponsoring a
candidate forum. Patty was not able to advise me on the conditions the City would impose on
sponsoring organizations, but asked that | send in the League's request and obtain that information

later.

- Your [etter states that the deadline for submitting letters of interest was Friday, December 5th, 2008.
| am one business day late in putting in writing what | expressed by phone, and ask that you accept
this communication as the League's expression of interest.

Thanks for your consideration.

Thomas White

Chairman

Municipal League of Beverly Hilis
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Beverly Hills Novthv
Homeowners Associatiov
P.O. Box 1053 ¢ Beverly Hills, California 90213-1053
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December 9. 2008
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Byron Pope, City Clerk By Hand Delivery
City of Beverly Hills, City Hall

455 North Rexford Drive

 Beverly Hills, CA 90210

Dear Mr. Pope:

Please take Notice that the Beverly Hills North Homeowners Association hereby requests
that you provide our homeowners organization with a date sometime during the weeks of Jan.19, ‘09 and
Jan. 26, ‘09 for us to conduct a City Council Candidates Forum. Betty Harris, association Treasurer, has
already contacted you in this regard and made this request.

Further, it is our understanding that the manner, scope and conduct of this forum will remain
within the complete and total prerogative of our organization thoroughly independent and separate from
City Hall oversight, control or influence. To be sure, we will invite all candidates to participate in the
forum. '

cc: Executive Committee
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From: bronte730@adl.com <bronte7Z30@agl.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 19, 2008 10:10 PM
To: Roderick Wood <rwood@beverlvhilis.org>
Subject: BHTeens

Hi Ho Chief.. ' ' .
Teen Beverly Hills wants to do a candidates forum for the upcoming Council election.
Who should I talk to about use of the Council Chambers etc.

Les

Traveling over the river or through the woods this holiday season? Get the MapQuest Toolbar. Directions,
Traffic, Gas Prices & Morel!

This message contains information which may be privileged, confidential and intended only for
the addressee. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent
responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
use, dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this communication, or any part thereof, is
strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please advise the sender by reply
E-mail and delete the message.

Traveling over the river or through the woods this holiday season? Get the MapQuest Toolbar. Directions,
Traffic, Gas Prices & More!
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Attachment 2

Election Ad Hoc Committee Meeting Notes
- November 20, 2008
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CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS

OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
MEMORANDUM

CITY COUNCIL ELECTION AD HOC COMMITTEE
MEETING NOTES

November 20, 2008 - 4:00 PM

Attendees:  Councilmember Jimmy Delshad
Councilmember Nancy Krasne
City Attorney Laurence Wiener
City Clerk Byron Pope

Councilmember Jimmy Delshad explained the purpose of the Election Ad Hoc Committee in
relationship to the upcoming Municipal Election. City Attorney Wiener mentioned that due to the
nature of the meeting, any inquiries from prospective candidates would have to be addressed or
responded to at the next Election Ad Hoc Committee meeting. City Clerk Pope explained the
City’s procedures pertaining to candidate forums and candidate commercials. The Ad Hoc
Committee members spoke about campaign signage regulations and suggested candidates
obtain written consent from residents to place signs on their property. They mentioned
campaign signs may be displayed on residents’ private properties as of January 20, 2009 with a
suggested maximum of 2 signs per residence. The committee discussed the pros and cons of a
1 minute candidate commercial and agreed to limit the commercials to a maximum of 1 minute
per candidate. Ad Hoc Committeemember Krasne suggested candidates should consider
providing a copy of their speech to the City’s cable department prior to the scheduled
commercial taping. City Clerk Pope mentioned the Southwest Homeowners Association has
offered to sponsor one of the three upcoming candidate forums and advised that staff will invite
other sponsors to be considered to host one of the three forums. Councilmembers Delshad and
Krasne consented.

Councilmember Delshad advised attendees/candidates & prospective candidates to provide the
City Clerk’s office with inquiries to be agendized prior to the next Ad Hoc Committee meeting.

City Clerk Pope noted the nomination filing period for the upcoming March 2009 General
Municipal Election ends on Friday, December 5, 2008. Clerk Pope also acknowledged all
incumbents must file by December 5, 2008. If an incumbent does not file, the nomination period
deadline will be extended for non-incumbents filers only an additional 5 calendar days
(December 10, 2008).

City Clerk Pope advised Councilmembers Delshad and Krasne that a meeting will be held
immediately after the close of the nomination period for them to review the interested sponsors
for the candidate forums. The meeting adjourned at 4:50 p.m.

12/9/2008 - 5:19 PM
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