CBH -- City Council Study Session 08/19/2008

CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
STAFF REPORT

Meeting Date: August 19, 2008

To: Honorable Mayor & City Council

From: Brad Meyerowitz, Recreation Services Manager

Subject: Proposal for Restoration and Installation of Historic Planter Basin
at Greystone Estate to be Funded by a Donation from the Friends
of Greystone

Attachments: 1. Letter of Proposal from Friends of Greystone

2. Scope of Work from Griswold Conservation Associates,
LLC.

3. Photographs

INTRODUCTION

Attached is a Letter of Proposal from the Friends of Greystone (FOG) for the restoration
of a planter/fountain basin, originally located in the forecourt of the Formal Gardens of
Greystone Estate. In 1955, when Lucy Doheny Battson relocated to the “Knoll”, the
property adjacent to Greystone, she took the basin with her. In 20086, the current owner
of the “Knoll” property donated the piece back to the City of Beverly Hills. As part of its
on-going efforts to re-introduce historic elements to the Estate, FOG has researched and
selected a Conservationist to restore and install the basin in an existing planter within a
few feet of its original location.

DISCUSSION

From 1928 — 1955, the basin was originally used as a planter. It was located between
the double stone stairways leading up to the Formal Gardens. After its relocation to the
“Knoll", the basin was placed in front of the house and used as a fountain. The
recommendation by FOG is to restore the basin to once again serve as a planter. After
receiving bids form two art conservationists, FOG and City staff has selected Griswold
Conservation Associates, LLC to restore and install the basin. Mr. Griswold’s Scope of
Services is attached and includes details on the restoration and treatment of the piece.
The restoration will take place at the Griswold Conservation studio in Culver City. In
addition to performing conservation treatments on several Beverly Hills public art pieces,
Griswold Conservation Associates, LLC recently completed a Conservation Survey of
the City’s public art sculptures;, Griswold is currently repairing and restoring Sisyphus,
which was damaged when a vehicle jumped the curb and onto the Burton Way median

in 2007. The installation of the planter is anticipated to take place in October, prior toF;I'é% e 37 of 61



CBH -- City Council Study Session 08/19/2008

Meeting Date: August 19, 2008

opening of the 2008 Garden and Design Showcase event. Through Veranda Magazine's
involvement as title sponsor of the 2008 Garden and Design Showcase, acclaimed
Landscape Designer Nancy Goslee Power will be providing at no cost the design of the
planter area surrounding the basin, as well as within the basin. Community Services
Park Division staff will be responsible for the planting in and around the basin. It is also
recommended that a bronze plaque recognizing FOG for their restoration of this
historical element be installed at the base of the planter. Photographs are attached
showing the basin in its original location at Greystone Estate, as well as its location at
the “Knoll”. In addition, there is a picture of the basin in its current condition after it was
donated back to the City.

FISCAL IMPACT

The Friends of Greystone will be reimbursing the City of Beverly Hills who in turn will
contract with Griswold Conservation Associates, LLC for the estimated $14,280 in
restoration and installation fees. The only costs incurred by the City will be for the plant
material in and around the planter. Funds for the plant material are available in the Fiscal
Year 2008 — 2009 Community Services General Fund budget.

RECOMMENDATION

The Recreation and Parks Commission’s Greystone Estate liaison sub-committee has
endorsed FOG’s proposal for the restoration and installation of the basin. Staff
recommends City Council approval of the restoration and funding proposal, which will be
another important step in the on-going efforts to renovate original elements at Greystone
Estate. Unless otherwise directed, the Resolution accepting the gift from the Friends of
Greystone will be placed on the September 2, 2008 City Council agenda for formal
approval.

Steve Miller <50z
Approved By
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Féﬁﬁf:;s OF
GREYSTONE
To Brad meyerowitz S
Recreation Services Manager

444 North Rexford Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 96210

We the Friends of Greystone, aka FOG, propose a restoration and
installation project of a Greystone historical element to be re-installed
adjacent to its original 1928 location in the formal garden area of Greystone
Park. -2

Mr. Eric Smidt, new owner of the famed “Knoll” ¢state in Beverly Hills,
Lucy Doheny Battson’s new home after moving from Greystone in 1955,
returned the beloved planter/fountain basin to Greystone in 2006,

While occupying the grounds at Greystone from 1928 to 1955, the massive
lead covered plaster and stoned filled basin served as an ornamental
showpiece. It graced the entrance to the gardens and was placed between the
double stone staircases leading to the upper formal gardens.

At the “Knoll” the basin was placed in front of the house and transformed
into a water fountain, It was set on a cobalt blue pedestal inside a pool. The
rectangle shaped basin with cornered loops is supported by six lead covered
lions. Two small cherubs sit on oppesite sides on the edge of the basin
holding their swans.

The FOG Restoration Committee recommends setting the planter in the
lower entry to the formal gardens below the double staircase in the centér of
an existing planter. This area is a few feet away from its original location.

The Commiitee contacted and received bids from two well known
conservationists. After reviewing the bids, we have chosen Griswold
Conservation Associates. John Griswold has performed other restoration
projects for the City of BH in the past and is associated with the continuous
restoration project of the Gamble House in Pasadena. We attach the
Griswold Conservation formal bid for your review along with photos
showing {he Planter at Gresytone in 1928 and in its current state.

Whether or not a concrete base for the piece is part of the final landscape
design of the installation is still being determined.

Landscape artist Nancy Gosley Power will provide the landscaping for the
Greystone Veranda Garden & Design Showcase 2008.
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The time frame for treatment and installation quoted by Griswold is October
1, 2008 if he receives the FOG commitment no later than mid-August.

FOG would like the project to be unveiled for the October Greystone
Veranda Garden and Design Showcase.

FOG would like also to recommend a bronze plaque of recognition to be
permanently embedded in stone or concrete honoring the FOG for their
achievement for restoring this historical element to its original state.

Time is of the essence and we urge you to approve our expenditure of the
restoration and preservation of this treasurer Greystone historical element to
be treasured by generations..

The Friends of Greystone
Restoration Chair
Historian/Archivist
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Description:

Planter basin with two cherubs with swans

Condition Before Treatment:

This proposal addresses the conservation treatment and
installation of a rectangular fountain/planter basin with
semicircular apsidal ends, supported on six seated lions,
featuring a pair of putti each holding a swan. The artifact is
located at Graystone Mansion, and owned by the Gity of
Beverly Hills, CA.

The following proposed work is to be considered art
conservation treatment and mounting of artwork, 1o be
performed by an art conservation firm. It is not a construction
project. If any construction related documents, permits, or
contracting licenses are required by the city, then a general
contractor will need to be hired under sgparate contract at
additional expense.

The basin and figures are intact, with local slight deformations,
especially in the walls and floor of the basin elements; there
are several tears and incomplete cracks in the walls of the
basin, the most obvicus at diagonally opposed comers
suggesting flexural stress and sagging; a steel frame has been
incorporated into the underside, which is moderately to
severely corroded. A ferrcus metal (steel?) pipe is seen within
the rolled rim of the basin; this is also severely corroded in
local areas; rust staining and iron jacking are seen throughout.
Heavy accumulation of whitish mineral accretions cover the
interior floor and walls, as well as the feel and lower legs of the
putti. There are three modem light pots embedded in the flcor
of the basin, heavily smeared with silicone caulk. The lead is
brittle and variously corroded; intergranular corrosion of the
cast alloy is presumed to be well advanced.

Proposed Conservation Treatment:

with stainless steel if a severe stability problem exists.

= Written and digital photographic documentation of condition before, during and after treatment.

* Temporary bracing, stabilization and transport to GCA facility in Culver City for treatment.

¢ Superficial-cleaning to remove locse sciling using HEPA-filtered vacuum, Debris will be contained, collected and disposed of
properly. General cleaning with appropriate agqueous and/or solvent solutions.

* Removal of non-original features including pool lights and selected plumbing. some plumbing features that provide positive
attachment and support sites for securing the figures may be ratained and/or modified.

* Mechanical manipulation by hand of lead alloy to gain access to ferrous metal components will be perfonmed as feasible.
Accessible ferrous metal components will either be cleaned of loose corrosion, chemically passivated and coated, or replaced

* Reduction of mineral scale, deposits, old adhesive repairs and other foreign accretions using minimally invasive methods
designed to preserve criginal detail in the soft lead alloy surfaces. Not all accretions will be removed.

+ Minimal re-alignment of deformed walls of planter basin as feasible. Because of the brittle, fragile nature of the historic material
due to interganular corrosion and existing stress fracturas, this will be kept to a minimum. The use of heat to manipulate the lead
alloy will be avoided. REpair of cracks and tears using an appropriate structural adhesive and compatible fill material.

* Design and installation of supports and hardware to allow secure, potentially reversible attachment of the cherubs and swans.
¢ Application of a synthetic resin as a protective isolating layer/barrier coating, followed by application of a selectively pigmented
carnauba/microcrystalline wax. The wax coating is sacrificial and is expected to be maintained annually.

* Design and fabrication of a power-coated steel support frame, 10 e installed under the basin. Blocks of inert, high-density
pclyethylene or other appropriate composite will be installed to help support and distribute weight of the artifact.

* The basin and figures will be installed at Graystone Park, in the center of an existing planting bed. The support frame will be
secured to pre-cast concrete pylons installed in the planter. (Note: If a continuous concrete slab is required, this will be at
additional expense.

Griswold Conservation Associates, LLC The Friends of Graystone / Katherine 2

Timme, Restoration Chair Page 41 of 61
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