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In response to parking challenges for multiple-family residents along Olympic Boulevard, the Traffic & Parking Commission supported staff’s recommendation to form an ad hoc committee (Levine, Licht, Steinberg) to address permit parking issues specific to the area between Spalding Drive and South Elm/Rexford Drives.  Most of these blocks have a mixture of single family and multiple family residences. The multiple family residences are located between Olympic Boulevard and the east/west alleys to the north and south of the boulevard. To the north of Olympic Boulevard, single family homes are located between the east/west alley and Gregory Way. To the south, single family homes are located between the east/west alley and Whitworth Drive.

The Traffic & Parking Commission has recently addressed two residential petition requests in this area, the 400 block of S. Elm Drive and the 300 block of S. Rodeo Drive.
 
The Committee agreed that existing conditions warrant this area be divided into two:   (1) multiple-family sections between Beverly Drive and South Elm/Rexford Drives (approximately 170 dwellings); and (2) multiple family sections between Spalding Drive and Beverly Drive (approximately 430 units).  Commercial fronts east of Doheny Drive will not be included in the study.

Vice Chair Levine and Commissioners Steinberg and Licht met with staff on May 25th to discuss the ad hoc committee’s goals and develop a work plan. For section #1 above, the Committee agreed that staff should contact the multiple family section of the 400 block of S. Elm Drive and suggest that they submit a petition request a change in the parking regulation from 2-hour parking, 8 am to 6 pm, Monday through Saturday to No Parking, 8 am to 6 pm, Monday through Saturday, for consistency with the recently established parking regulation on the single family section.  The Committee did not support a City-Initiated process to consolidate the single family and multiple family sections of the 400 block of S. Elm Drive into one zone. 

The committee proposed addressing non-permitted, multiple-family sections of streets adjacent to Olympic Boulevard between Spalding and South Beverly Drives through a City-Initiated process.  The intent is to develop a single permit zone with a consistent regulation for this entire area.  This proposal would incorporate the permit zone request from the multiple family section of the 300 block of S. Rodeo Drive.  

Staff and the committee discussed the tasks required for this effort, including collecting data to create an inventory of m/f apartment units/buildings, off-street parking spaces (i.e., garage or assigned spaces), and on-street parking spaces. Commissioner Steinberg suggested recruiting volunteer interns from local universities to collect the apartment and parking inventory; staff will contact UCLA and/or USC to inquire about additional resources.  The estimated time frame to complete the task based on staff resources and/or volunteers would be approximately three months (June and July). 

Additionally, staff is confirming the number of parking permits currently issued to non-permit, non-eligible multi-family units to determine the impact of honoring or retracting future issuance of permits, and displacement of vehicles.

Initial thoughts by the committee include limiting the number of permits sold to multi-family residents based on the number of bedrooms per apartment (not exceeding three); issuing block specific permits; establishing a permit zone on Olympic Boulevard during non-peak travel hours (i.e., this will require review and amendment of existing Municipal Code ordinance restricting permit zones on arterial streets); identify street cleaning schedules and impact to city services.  Overnight parking issues will be addressed separately at a future date.

A City-initiated process requires survey to poll occupants on support/opposition to permit zone parking in accordance with the Municipal Code.  

Obtaining the apartment, parking, permit sales and City-initiated survey data is critical in evaluating the two project zones.  Additionally, staff suggests one or two evening meetings be held (at Roxbury Park) to provide all affected residents an opportunity to participate in the public process. Staff anticipates the entire process will take approximately four months.     

The committee is scheduled to meet on July 13th to further discuss the work plan and issues involved with a City-Initiated process.  As this process involves significant resources, community outreach and public process involving the City Council, staff will seek City Council direction with respect to proceeding and timing of conducting this City-Initiated process.
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